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Radio Rights Possibly More Valuable 
Than Screen Rights on Stage Play? 


Radio rights to ‘Mr. 
North,’ Broadway mystery comedy, 
may prove more valuable than 
screen rights. Air 
the play for which rights are being 
sought by an anonymous Young & 
Rubicam client, may run sufficiently 


long to provide more income than | Rave , 
—— : \‘The Activities of Lord Haw Haw 


screen rights to the only mildly-suc- 
cessful play. 

Metro backed the legiter with the 
avowed intention of buying film 
privileges for a series of pix based 
on the characters. It has made no 
bid in that direction so far, how- 
ever, and the authors are now more 


concerned with radio than screen 
rights. Owen Davis dramatized 
‘Norths’ from yarns by Richard 


Lockridge, N. Y. Sun drama critic, 
and his wife, Frances. 


THEATRES FEAR 
PROPAGANDA 
BOOMERANG 








Although in sympathy 
eauses involved, theatre operators 
are looking around for a solution to 
the mounting problem of United 
States defense and pro-British propa- 
ganda being aimed at the general 
public via the amusement places. 
None of them wants to dispense en- 
tirely with what 
nature of film shorts, but the consen- 
sus of exhibitor opinion is that a co- 
ordinaor is sorely needed to dispense 
the propaganda in a less irritating 
(to the public) quantity. 

It is pointed out that the U. S 
Government has just released 12 
shorts on its defense program and is 
asking theatres to play three a week, 
three times a day, for four weeks. 
Plus these, the N. Y. theatres next 
week will play a Greek propaganda 
reel and a special from the Govern- 
ment called ‘Power in Defense.’ Also 

(Continued on page 54) 





Noel Coward’s Free Rein 


As Campbell’s Guester 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Noel Coward, planing east this 
week, is considering a guest date on 
the ‘Campbell Playhouse’ on CBS 
Friday night. 





| 
and Mrs. 


serialization of 


| 
| 
| 


| 


| 


| 





with the | 


is chiefly in the | 





Vehicle and possible | 


date are unsettled, but the British | 
actor-author is understood to have | 


been given virtually free choice of 
material by the Ward Wheelock 
agency. April 4 is mentioned as the 
likely date for the appearance. 

Coward arrived here some time 
ago from Australia. He has been 
active in behalf of English refugee 
children. 


‘of non-clients } 


sd 





‘Lord Haw Haw’ Pic 


‘Lord Haw Haw,’ English com- 
mentator on German shortwave, may 
become film material for RKO. 


Studio has registered the titles, 





and ‘Lord Haw Haw.’ 


F.D.R.’s Address on Sat. 
Had a Number of Other 
Press-Radio Meanings 











Washington, March 18. 


By using the White House Cor- | 
respondents’ Association as_ the} 
sounding board for his Saturday (15) | 
defi to the _ dictators, President | 
Roosevelt scored another point in 
his vendetta with the _ editorial 
writers, publishers and pundits, and 
emphasized his affection for the 
journalistic legmen and radio. The | 
sudden scheduling of the fireside 
chat was a thinly-veneered slap at 
the Gridiron Ciub (generally con- 
sidered the elite of the National | 





Capital’s newspaper fraternity). 
Last December, the Chief Execu- 
tive set tongues wagging by spurn- 
ing the usual bid to the Gridiron’s 
winter dinner and satirical show. 
Before that he had won a concession 
in the form of agreement that he 
would not have to speak more than 
once a year, although for over a 
generation it has been traditional for 
(Continued on page 55) 


EX-BOWES AMATEUR 
WINS IN MET AUDITIONS 


Christina Carroll, 





one of the eight 


finalists in the Metropolitan Opera 
Auditions of the Air (NBC), is a 
former Major Bowes amateur. She| 


also appeared as an amateur on Fred 

Allen’s opening program this season, 
Oct. 2 last. 

: VY | 

The committee of judges for the 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


| Met op auditions failed Sunday (16) 


to reach a verdict on who were the 
two winners this year and hence 
postponed its verdict until later in 
the week. 





Amos ’n’ Andy Burn Over 
P.A. Tom Fizdale’s ‘Tip’ 


Hollywocd, March 18. 

Another [fom Fizdale ‘tip service’ | 
item has recoiled. Amos ’'n’ Andy 
are angered at the press agent’s 
gratuitous gossip morsel to radio 
editors that there is friction between 
the partners because of Freeman | 
Gosden’s recent divorce. 

No truth to the item, say Amos 
’n’ Andy and they resent Fizdale 
feathering his own clients at expense 


T'S THE NO. 
NEWS COLUMN 








Hinterlanders Go for Man- 
hattan Chatter Above 
Everything Else—Film 
Companies Studying These 


Findings to Best Merchan- | 


dize Their Pictures 


H’WOOD AN ALSO-RAN 


New York gossip columns rate 
No. 1 in reader interest among all 
regular newspaper pillars over the 
country, according to recent sur- 
veys compiled by the Advertising 
Research Foundation. These an- 
alyses of the public reading of 
both sexes upsets the opinion that, 
especially due to the war and other 
world conditions, the more serious 
interpreters of news events were 
getting the cream of the circulation. 

Surveys indicate conclusively that 
Manhattan chatter, with its colorful 

(Continued on page 52) 


GOVERNMENT 
PROBING TA 


The Treasury Department has or- 
dered an investigation of Theatre 
Authority’s accounts and exactly how 
the actor unions, recipients of TA 
disbursements, expend that money 
charitably. Probe stems. directly 
from the flood of requests to the 
Treasury Dept. in Washington to tax- 
exempt benefits, many of them lately 
pertaining to various sorts of war re- 





When originally set up, TA, out of 
(Continued on page 23) 


MEMORY LIKE A LUNT 


Actor Recalls Run-In With Omaha | 


Mayor 4 Years Ago 





Omaha, March 18. 

After four years, Alfred Lunt re- 
membered his run-in with Mayor 
Dan Butler when he got off the train 
here Friday morning (14) for one- 
nighter of ‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 
First thing he said to reporters ‘at 
the station was ‘Who’s mayor here 
now?’ 

Remark stemmed from clash with 
Hizzoner when the Lunts came here 


LS THE BEST 





4 





| Paris.’ 





Army's New ‘Morale Dept.’ to Probe 
Problems of Camp Entertainment 





. 4 


Al Woods, Director 


Hollywood, March 18. 
A. H. Woods, veteran Broadway 
producer, is apprenticing in film di- 
rection. He’s working with director 
Phil Rosen on ‘Widows of the Press’ 





in the theatre for several seasons. | 
His last success was ‘Night of Jan- | 
uary 16th.’ 


Miranda Can’t See Any 


Latin-American Accord | 


In Her Shubert Pact, 


Carmen Miranda is on. strike | 
against the Shuberts, refusing to/| 
come east for a part In the forthcom- 
ing ‘Crazy House,’ an Olsen & John- | 
son-Shuberts collaboration, on the | 
present terms of her contract with | 
the producers. She’s primarily 4 

| 
| 











terested in abrogating the clause 
which gives the Shuberts 50% of her 
outside earnings. 

Shuberts brought Carmen Miranda 
up from Brazil at a $500-a-week | 
guarantee, contract to last for five 
years, the South American performer | 
agreeing to give back half of her | 
earnings when doubling from a Shu- | 
bert show, or half over $500 when 
employed outside of any Shubert in- | 
terests 

Her first engagement in the U. S. 
was with the Shuberts-Olsen & 
Johnson-Harry Kaufman ‘Streets of | 
During the Broadway run of | 
‘Streets,’ Miss Miranda doubled into 
niteries and Rudy Vallee’s radio pro- | 
gram for Fleischmann’s Yeast. For 
the latter chore she received $1,000 
per broadcast, 


ASCAP SCOUTS BMI 
AND GRABS A SONG 


Milwaukee, March 18 
Although WTMJ is staunchly BMI, 
it has unwittingly provided ASCAP | 
with a new number of marked poten- | 
tialities. Eddy Hanson, a Chicago | 
composer, sent the song to Therese 
Meyer, WTMJ pianist, who aired it. 
Broadcast was heard by Windy | 





| former 


| merous 


Apparently in answer to criticism 
recently voiced in Variety and the 
official publications of various per- 
organizations, Secretary of 
War Henry Stimson on Friday (14) 


| announced the formation of a ‘morale 
| pected 
at Monogram. 

Legit showman has been inactive | 


branch’ of the Army. This is ex- 
to mean more attention to 
camp shows by professionals. 
Squawks which emanated both 
from recreation officers at Army 
posts and actor unions were that the 
War Dept. was giving slough-off 
treatment to the recreational prob- 
lem. Washington heretofore, has 
taken no official cognizance of the 
need for entertainment of the troops, 
although it has long been agreed on 
all sides that a major problem in 
any Army is to keep up morale by 
providing proper spare time ac- 
tivity. 
All the entertainment in the camps 
(Continued on page 52) 


SELL B’WAY AS 
WORLD'S NO. 1 
PLAYGROUND 





Times Square Committee of the 
Broadway Association meets tomor- 
row (Thursday) at the Hotel Astor 
under the chairmanship of William 
Morris, Jr., to discuss ways and 
means of cleaning up and revitaliz- 
ing the Times Square sector and 
immediate vicinity. At the same 
time a vigorous movement will be 
launched, in cooperation with nu- 
civic and industrial organi- 


zations, to sell Broadway to America 
for what it is—the No. 1 playground 
of the world. 


More than 2,000,000 poster-stamps 
(Continued on page 55) 


Drexel Biddle, Boss Kelly 
Buy Into WIBG, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 18. 
John B. Kelly, Philly Democratic 
leader, and Anthony J. Drexel 


| City pals and a few hours later Leo | Biddle, U. S. Ambassador to the ex- 


| 
| 


in 1937 to play ‘Idiet’s Delight.’ The | 


mayor, miffed over the ‘Governor 
Bryan hotel in Omaha’ dialog bit, as 
well as other pieces of the show, or- 


script. Lunt made a riot of a cur- 
tain speech that opening night, rib- 
bing the’ mayor 


Riutler is still mav 


Butler yor, but silent 


| dered play held up until he studied | 


Feist grabbed the number, now 
known as ‘Kathleen,’ for Shirley 
Temple’s newest picture which | 
Metro now has in production. } 

(Full details of ASCAP de- 


velopments in Music section.) 


cently 


iled Governments in England, have 
purchased a large share of WIBG. 
Together they have bought 49% of 
the stock of the outlet, which re- 
has had its wattage raised 
(Continued on page 21) 




















Earl Carroll Vanities 


STARRING. 


Bert Wheeler with Hank Ladd 


The Unit of Perfection! Cleveland Now —- Cincinnati Next 
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Hollywood, March 18. 

Santa Anita swam through its 
rainiest season and came up like El- | 
eanor Holm with two handfuls of | 
submarine treasure. You would 
think Billy Rose was running a hoof- 
acade, During the 51 days of rac- 
ing the betting machines. handled a 
daily average of $705,630, a new rec- 
ord for all American racing ovals. 

Total amount of money tossed into | 
the gambling hopper was $35,988,614, 
slightly less than the investments of 
1938, when $36,650,590 was laid on 
the line to improve the breed of 
horsefiesh. There were 56 days of 
improvement that year and only 51 
days this year, which accounts for 
the difference in total. 

Attendance for the season is esti- 
mated at more than 1,000,000, and | 
figuring admissions, concessions and | 
other income, the gross was close ito | 
$5,000,000. Purses, amounting to ap- | 
proximately $1,100,000, daily ex- 

(Continued on page 18) 


Stokis Philly 
Bow-Out Has 
Its Inside Angles 


Philadelphia, March 18. 
Officials of the Philly symph are 








taking Leopold Stokowski’s reason | 


for resigning, ‘to be free for U. S. 
Government service,’ with a grain of 
salt. They point out that he'll take 
the podium for eight concerts for the 
N. Y. Philharmonic, (Stoky says he’s 
taking that assignment only because 
it’s the Gotham symph’s 100th anni 
versary year.) 

The gray-thatched maestro will 
sever his connections with the Philly 
Orchestra, after 29 years of associa- 
tion as conductor and co-conductor. 
He will conduct three more concerts, 
March 28, 29 and April 3, as well as 
wanding the Philly symph at con- 

spaerennntatnielh on page 20) 


BILL McGUIRE’S ESTATE 
WILL NOT EXCEED $2,500 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Petition of the widow of William 
Anthony McGuire to probate the es- 
tate of the playwright-scenarist re- 
vealed its property vaiue won't ex- 
ceed $2,500. Widow at court hear- 
ing last fall testified he had earned 
approximately $1,500,000. 

Government has on file a $33,768 
lien against the estate for unpaid 
income taxes. McGuire left it to two 
sisters and a brother, but the widow. 
estranged from him at the time of 
his death last Sept. 16, is suing to 
be named executrix. 

Under California law, estate wont 
go to widow if appraised under 
$2,500. 








Gus Thomas’ Boy’s Pic 
Hollywood, March 18. 


Luke Thomas is following in the ‘ 


footsteps of his father. 

Son of Augustus Thomas has been 
signed by Edgar Selwyn as collabo- | 
rative scripter on ‘Episode in Lis- 
bon.’ 


“s 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sell 
(Week ending March 15, 1941) 
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the late Guglielmo Marconi— 


Bust to Marconi 


Washington, March 18. 
Erection of a bronze memorial to 
father 


of radio—-will be undertaken in| 


la number of points. 


Washington, Secretary of the In- 
terior Harold L. 
last week. Through an act of Con- 
gress, approved three years ago, a 
$32,555 monument will be placed in 
a small park plot on Washington’s 
fashionable 16th Street, 


horn in Italy in 1874, died in 1937. 


Group Theatre, After Tiff 


Ickes confirmed 


The inventor of radio, who was 








With Billy Rose, Shutting | 
H.Q. 1st Time in 10 Years. 


Disaffection between Billy Rose | 
and the Group Theatre over the 
| presentation of Clifford Odets’ ‘Clash | 
| by Night’ is said to have arisen over | 
One is sup-| 
| posed to be the percentage which | 
the Group was to have received for 
the use of its name. Odets is re- 





| 


| ported to have been dissatisfied with | 


i lulu), 


the small share allotted, although 
Rose had agreed to wholly finance 
the production, estimated around 
$30,000. 

Group will close its offices this 
week, shutting down for the first 
time in 10 years. Its general work- | 
ing plan was to pay each member 
weekly out of the general fund 
whether they were engaged or not. 
Understood that would explain the 

iConvines on on page 18) 


$3,200 no F.D.R.’s Hat; 
SAG Brevets Maude Adam 


Hollywood, March 18. 
President Roosevelt's campaign 
hat was auctioned off for $3,200 to 


two high bidders, Edward G. Robin- 
son and Melvyn Douglas, who will 
share ownership, at Monday night’s 


Gambo] of Stars,’ which lured 1,500 
Hollywood and radio celebs at $11 
a head. All proceeds to Motion Pic- 
ture Relief Fund. 

Highlight of this dress affair was 
the Screen Actors Guild first award 
for ‘Distinguished service to the the- 
atre’ to Maude Adams, here with 
700 of her drama students of Ste- 
phens College from Columbia, Mo. 
Inscription reads, ‘For endowing the 
American theatre with her great tal- 
ent over a period of many years; for 
making a new contribution to the 
theatre and education by teaching 
appreciation of drama to a new gen- 
eration of audiences; for creating 
with her talent, energy and teaching 
in both fields a lasting link—best of | 
dramatic stage and best of motion | 
picture screen.’ 

In accepting the award Miss’ 
Adams said, ‘I’ve known people of 
the theatre all my life, and yet I’m 
always surprised at the thoughtful- | 
ness and kindness which is typical | 
of them. I feel very humble and» 
undeserving.’ 


a a fa | 


SAILINGS | 


farch 15 (Havana to New York), | 
Jack Robbins, Chester Hale Girls | 
(8), Gonzalo & Cristina, Bobby May, | 
Pierce & Roland, Jim Witteried | 
Oriente). 

March 14 (New York to Buenos | 
Aires), Berta Gersten, Jacob Ben- | 
Ami (Argentine). 

March 13 (Los Angeles to Hono- 
Harrison Forman (Matsonia) 


| 
| 


94 rs 7 7 v3 
Te aa vs aL Ee a) Re Bs fee 
S Aste Bet é SGA ae vr 


last night 
annual Edward W. Bok Award of| 
| $10,000, the highest honor the City of | 
Philadelphia can 
was established by the late Edward | 
W. Bok in 1921 for the person who, 
during the previous year, 
uted a service calculated to advance | 


, Deems Taylor. 
on the stage of the Academy of Mu- | 
sie by 
leaders and educators, and was ap- 
| plauded wildly by the large audi- 
ence. 


Cuts Owners Another Fancy Melon : 


the Daughters of the 
Revolution refused her permission to | 
|sing in Constitution Hall, 
because she was colored. 


LA. COPS WOULD 


stage plays, similar to the regulation 


Marian Anderson Gets 


106 Bok Service Award 


| 
Philadelphia, March 18. | 
Negro contralto Marian Anderson 
(Monday) received the | 


Award | 


bestow. 


‘contrib- 


he best and largest interests of ...- 


Philadelphia.’ 


Miss Anderson, 32 years old, who | 


once scrubbed porches in this city | 
and still lives with her mother in a_ 


iny house in South Philadelphia, | 


‘received the check and scroll from | 


She was surrounded | 


lawyers, judges, industrial | 


Singer sprang to nationwide prom- | 

! 

nence a couple of years ago when | 
American | 


Washing- 





REGULATE PIX 
AND STAGE 


Los Angeles, March 18. 
Censorship of motion picture and 








governing entertainment in places | 
where liquor is sold, is embodied in | 
an amendment proposed to the Po- 
lice Commission. The Commission 
now has the power to revoke an en- 
tertainment license in a liquor-sell- | 
ing establishment which conducts 
shows in a manner ‘not comporting | 
with public welfare.’ 

Van Griffith, one of the commis- 
sioners, urged an ‘all-out’ censor- 
ship. He said: ‘I am in favor of | 
asking the City Council to provide 
| the same regulation for all types of 
theatres.” The proposed ordinance | 
would give the commission authority 
t. revoke the license if the producer | 
or any of his responsible associates 
have been convicted of a misde- 
meanor in connection with a lewd 
show. 


TRUE STORY ON FLIGHT 
BY C. L. TUCKERS TOLD 


London, Feb. 22 


With the death of Mrs. Charles 
L. Tucker im America, the inside 
story, which was kept a guarded 


secret, can now be told. 


The Tuckers 
London 


he’s the agent—left 
abruptly last August for 


America with several English fami- | 
departure | 


lies. At that 
created quite an 
with the ‘scuttlers’ 
‘gone with the windup.’ 


time the 


unsavory feeling, 


Only a few intimate friends of the | 
Tuckers knew that Charlie Tucker | 


(who, though an American who 
came to London years ago as a per- 
former, was very loath to depart, 
knowing his action would create a 
bad impression) actually had been 
advised by his family 
as his wife was 


very ill, having 


barely recovered from a very serious | 
it would be advisable she | 


operation, 
leave Europe. Doctor even hinted she 
had not long to live. Mrs. Tucker 
had cancer, 


L.A. to N. Y. 


Joan Blondel). 
Charles Coburn. 
Richard Condon. 
Noel Coward. 

S. Charles Einfeld. 
Moe Gale. 

Frank Gruber. 
Harrison Holliway. 
Hal Horne. 

Milton Hossfeld, 
Wiiliam Keighley. 
C. B. Maddock. 
Boris Morros. 
Dick Powell. 
Aubrev Schenck. 
Martha Scott. 

M. J. Siegel. 
Spyros Skouras. 
Sammy Stept. 
Genevieve To bin 


William Wy! ler. 


being dubbed as | 


doctor that, | 





THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 
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Hollywood, March 18. 

Glad to be back in the ‘Land of the Forgotten Sun.” When I arrived at 
the studio it was raining so hard that Darryl Zanuck didn’t recognize me. 
He couldn't tell one drip from another. 

Wired for reservations at the Ambassador hotel, but when I got there 
found the room they had for me was being pumped dry. 

Suspected something was wrong when the clerk gave me a bathing suit 
and a pair of water wings as I registered. 

One thing I like about the California rain, you don’t have to travel to 
visit friends. Just stand in the street and wait for their house to float by. 

They have a new traffic law here—you can’t drive more than eight knots 
an hour in residential sections. 

It's been raining so consistently that M-G-M is thinking of changing Leo 
the Lion to a seal. 

Saw a sign at Hollywood and Vine: ‘See the homes of the stars—boats 
leave every hour!’ 

Broadway Dept. 

One of the chorus boys in ‘Panama Hattie’ took the physical exam for 
the draft. They not only exempted him, they sent him home in an 
ambulance. 

Saw a show between trains in New York. It must have been taken from 
the Greek—and was he glad to get rid of it. 

Paul Small asked one of his clients when was he going to pay up back 
commissions. The actor replied, ‘I’m listening to the ‘Pot o’ Gold’ pro- 
gram—when they call me I'll call you.’ 

Eddie Davis of Leon and Eddie’s wires that he has a clever dancer at 
his club who has personality and varicose veins. 

Joe E. Lewis is cutting down expenses, He put his bookie on straight 
salary. 

My brother has seen “Tobacco Road’ so many times he's got nicotine in 
his eyes. . 

Just received news from Sherman Billingsley that Broadway Rose is 
Hollywood-bound. I will be on hand to greet her as she steps from the 
cattle car. 

Holly weoodiana 

Betty Grable says she didn’t mind going to Santa Anita in the rain 
because she had her Raft along. 

Bob Hope received an Oscar for the benefits he played. They were 
going to give me one, but just my luck, Oscar was drafted. 

The location of my new film with Sonja Henie is Sun Valley. 
where snowballs go for a vacation. ° 

Since ‘Lucky’ Humberstone told me that I would have to work on skiis 
in ‘Sun Valley,* my mother has been looking for the missing slats out of 
her bed. 

According to a Hollywood paper, a man with two hearts just died. 
There are plenty of agents without any still living. 

Out at Santa Anita there was a horse named Boris Karloff—it’s 
time I’ve seen a scream walking. 

Music Dept. 

Do you think BMI songs will bring back Finale-Hoppers? 

Every time John Barrymore hears the song ‘Say When,’ 
time to take a drink. 


That's 


the first 


he thinks it’s 


Radio Dept. 

My brother’s kid won 10 pownds of candy on one of the quiz shows. The 
next day he had a jelly-bean hangover. 

Dennis Day, Jack Benny’s tenor (who gets paid a tenner), has a new 
hobby—he plays bingo with his draft number. 

The doctor advised Fibber McGee that he needed some mountain air, so 
Molly fans him with a travel folder. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Mickey Rooney: M. G. Mperor. James Petrillo: 
Capra: Six Hits and No Miss. W. C. Fields: My 
Horse.’ 


A Band-aid. Frank 
Kingdom for a ‘White 


Observation Dept. 
During my trip back to Hollywood the train stopped at Albuquerque 


| and I noticed the Indians are so modern they carry their papooses around 


jn snoods. 

Clyde Beatty doesn't know where to spend his summer vacation. His 
wife wants him to come out, but the lions and tigers won’t let him. 

The day before I left Miami I lost the shirt off my back at Tropical— 
the other day I went to Santa Anita to try and get even—and lost my skin 

Now that the racing season is over at Santa Anita, the pawnshops will 
go back to normalcy. 

Eavesdropped at Cafe Lamaze: ‘ 
head.’ 

Eavesdropped at ‘It’ Cafe: 
helium gas.’ 

Eavesdropped at Rhum-Boogie: 
now it’s 77B.’ 


"Fa 


He wouldn't harm a hair on Guy Kibbee’s 


She’s so high, she looks like a mode! for 


‘Her face used to be her fortune—but 


Whatever Became of 
Clinton & Rooney 
Josie Walton & Co. 
Kitty Donor. 


Sensation: rT Togo. 
Joe Bogany’s Bakers. 
Skelly & Heit Revue. 
Afterpiece 
| Hollywood Chamber of Commerce Theme Song: 
| Rain, Rain, go away, 
Come again to Flor-i-day. 


WB's B's Gershwin Bio ARTHUR HAMMERSTEIN 
snweood Maced ® | TO) TAKE UP FARMING 


Warners will do a 
Arthur Broadway 
showman who made a fortune as a 
producer, notably of ‘Rose Marie,’ is 
to become a farmer. Evidently he is 
Deal, just closed with the Gersh- | going to do the plowing and reaping 
|Win estate, gives the studio all|for his wife, the former Dorothy 
screen rights to the composer's life | Dalton, star in silent pictures. She 
story. has bought a farm at Evanston, III. 
a not far from Chicago, where her 

parents reside. 

N. LA to 8 A. Hammerstein has been inactive in 
ieee ii | show business for some time and has 
Ames. | been trying his hand at inventing 
Wendy Barrie. |small gadgets when not in Palm 
Mort Blumenstock. | Beach. Understood the Hammer- 
William Boyd. steins will spend their winters at the 
Pat Donahue. resort, since the farm isn’t planned 
Roy Haines, aS a year-around avocation. They’ve 
Louis Hayward, sold their home at Great Neck, L. I. 
Ben Hecht. ‘Marie’ netted the showman around 
Margo Johnson. $2,225,000. Most of that money was 
Ben Kalmenson. used in building the Hammerstein 
Abe Lastfogel. theatre and office building at 53d and 
Car] Leserman. Broadway as a memorial to his fa- 
Gale Page. ther, Oscar. That venture went into 
Harry Ruskin. the red and the property was fore- 
Grad Sears. 


biographical 
musical about George Gershwin and 
have assigned Ira Gershwin, lyric 
writer-brother of the composer, to | 
develop the story. He checks in at 
the studio in three weeks. 


Hammerstein, 











# closed. House is now called the 
Sam Schneider ; Manhattan, devoted to radio broad- 
Gene Tierney casting by CBS 
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When the President Speaks— 





CBS had to make talent rebates on two shows and NBC-red on 
one program as result of President Roosevelt's talk to the nation on 
aid to the Allies Saturday night (15). 

For Lucky Strike the CBS rebate figured but one-third of the pro- 
gram’s cost since only the final quarter hour of that show was pre- 
empted by the speech. Pet Milk, which follows the Hit Parade, was 
to be deprived of but the first 15 minutes of its half-hour show, but 
it elected not to broadcast at all that night, figuring that it would be 
playing mostly to dead air on the theory that the average family 


would turn off the radio to discuss the President’s speech. 


NBC’s 


talent rebate was half of the bill for Alka-Seltzer’s National Barn 


Dance. 











Pagliacci Tax Pleas by Comedians 
Hardy and Slim Summerville Nixed 





Washington, March 18. 

Laugh, Clown, Laugh technique 
was applied last week in grim 
earnest by the U. S. Board of Tax 
Appeals, when film comedians Oliver 
N. Hardy and George J. (Slim) 
Summerville were socked for in- 
come tax deficiencies dating from 
1934. 

With Hardy the chief offender, 
Uncle Sam toyed with the ‘com- 





+ 
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Martha Scott’s Radio 
City Dream Come True 


Martha Scott comes east next week 
to guest on the final program March 
28 of Arch Oboler’s ‘Everyman’s 
Theatre’ series. She hopes to arrive 
in time to see ‘Cheers for Miss 
Bishop,’ at the Music Hall, N. Y., be- 
cause, when she was an unknown 
,Broadway aspirant, she always 


munity property’ law of the State| dreamed of someday seeing herself 
of California and aired the marital|on the screen of the Radio City 


difficulties of both gagsters. 
was charged.with a deficiency of | 
$75,755—dating from 1934 to 1937— 

while Summerville was let* off with | 
an easier $14,817, allegedly owed the 
U. S. Government in 1936 and 1937. 


wife trouble. Hardy parted with 
his wife—Myrtle Lee Reeves—in 
September, 1933, only to rejoin her 
one month later, 
couple lived in comparative amity 
until June, 1936, the Board charged. 


No reason for the comedian to at-/ 


tempt to take advantage of the Cal- 

fifornia community income laws, 

however, and split his earnings after 
(Continued on page 54) 





Havana Rumpus Invoives 
Pp 


Dancer, Her Hubby, Police. Ventura is 


And B’klyn Pitcher Mungo, 


Havana, March 18. 


The 9th Police Precinct was the 
scene of a public scandal involving 
Cristina, partner of Gonzalo, dancers 
at the Hotel Nacional; Van Lingle 
Mungo, pitcher, training here with 
the Brooklyn Dodgers, and Francisco 
Callada Carreno, yclept Gonzalo, 
husband of his partnef, Cristina. An 
alleged tryst in the Hotel Nacional 
involving the femme dancer and the 
ballplayer was the cause of the) 
police probe. 

Gonzalo and Mungo engaged i 
fisticuffs, resulting in the police in- 
tervention. In addition, the dancer 
avers he will sue the athlete and the 
hotel for alleged complicity. 

Cristina’s name in private life was 
identified as Miriam Noman. 

Mungo was eased out of Cuba and 
is in the ‘doghouse’ for breaking 
training. The Dodgers farmed him 
out to Montreal. 


FREMONT’S HEIRS LOSE 
KIT CARSON’ SUIT 


A criminal libel action against 
Paul Murphy, manager of the 
Loew's Ziegfeld theatre, 
brought by Capt. John C. Fremont 
and Jesse Fremont, grandchildren of 











after which the} 


Hardy | house. 
|when ‘Our 


| 





jance of the business 


She wasn’t able to come east 
Town’ or ‘The Howards 
of Virginia’ played the Music Hall. 
Actress will remain in New York 
only a short time, then return to the 


; : , {Coast for her next assignment. 
Both Pagliaccis were involved in| 





Ray Ventura Publishing 


House Is Liquidated 
Under Vichy’s New Rules 


Vichy. 


The French music 
house of Ray Ventura, 





March 18. 


local band- 


records, etc., 
under the 


has been ‘liquidated’ 
new regulations, since 
‘non-Aryan,’ it has just 
come out. The firm was headquar- 
tered in Paris. 

Ventura’s partner was Jack For- 
| vester American film producer long 
do miciled here, until repatriated to 
the States last year. The music firm 
was started as a French filmusical 
adjunct to the Forrester-Parant Pro- 
ductions, and when the Yank filmer 
had to 
rested 


| Ventura until the forced sellout. 


| 
| 
| 


Ex-Ziegfeld Dancer 
On Trial for Murder 


Detroit, March 18. 
Vida Fenn, 35-year-old profes- 
}sional dander, went on trial this 
week in Bay City for the murder of 





| her husband, Edward, a nitery oper- 


ator there, on March 4. Fenn was 
stabbed to death with a butcher knife 
after what his wife declared were 10 
years of cruelty and beatings. 

As a professional 
worked under the name of Vida May- 


ville, appearing in Ziegfeld shows, at 
| one time understudying Marilyn Mil- 


ler. She has entered a plea of seif- 
defense in the case. She has a four- 


| year-old daughter. 


‘Seamon Loses vs. 20th, 
States He’ll Sue Again 


Mm. Fel 


John Fremont, was dismissed Thurs- | 


day (14) by Judge William Ringel 
in N. Y. magistrates court. 
involved the Eddie Small produc- 
tion, ‘Kit Carson.’ 

Plaintiff claims libel was com- 
mitted in four places. It was stated 
that John Fremont was termed a 
bigamist; that he executed a man 


Action | 





Magistrate Joseph Ringel in N. Y. 
City court dismissed a suit by Harry 
(Hurtig and) Seamon against 20th 
Century-Fox, Darryl F. Zanuck, Sid- 
ney R. Kent and W. C. Michel, after 


trial. Action claimed a violation of 
Seamon’s rights under the civil 
rights law in allegedly using his 


' name without permission in ‘Tin Pan 


contrary to the articles of war; that | 
he was depicted as stupid and stub- | 


born; 
bushed as the picture stated. The 


court found nothing to criticize in 
the film. 


and that he never was am-| 


} ducin 


Alley.’ 

The plaintiff declares he will file 
a new $50,000 action against the com- 
pany in Supreme court and seek an 
injunction against the picture. He 
is a oe of the veteran pro- 


g firm of Hurtig & Seamon, 











| 


| show, 


| 


publishing | 
|for stardom,’ 
man known in America through his | poses Adele Girard, 
| in Sullivan’s 


leave France the continu- | 
with | 


dancer she 


{the manager will 


LINES OUT FOR 
STORY MATERIAL 


Current Crop of Fiction, Too 
Politic or World Problem- 
Minded, Not Suitable for 
Simple Filmization— 
Hence the Hunt for ‘New 
Face’ Scriveners 








PAR, M-G JOIN WB 





With too much current fiction | 
channelized along lines unsuitable to | 
filrns, Paramount has started a cam- 
paign to bring more original screen 
material under scrutiny of its story 
department. Company is not only 
working-through-agents_to_get- writ- 
ers to submit ideas, but is sending 

(Continued on page 55) 





ED SULLIVAN 


PENDS AS AIR 
HOST 


Substitute summer show for the 
Silver Theatre (International Silver) 
on CBS Sunday night at 6 p.m. is be- 





ing auditioned by Hubbell Robinson | 
at Young & Rubicam today (Wed.) | 


with Ed Sullivan, the N. Y. News 
Broadway columnist, heading up a 
Broadway and Hollywood chatter 
in addition to ‘hosting’ the 
program. As such he will present a 
‘new discovery of the week headed 
and for audition pur- 


‘Crazy With the Heat,’ 


current Broadway revue, will as 
waxed. 
Will Bradley’s orchestra is the 


} permanent musical aggregation. 
Ted Collins, representing Sullivan, 
and the William Morris office for 
Bradley, 
Show is supposed to start 
June covering a 23-week 
period. 
This 


‘summer’ 


is separate and apart from 
another Broadway columnist, Doro- 
thy Kilgallen, N. Y. Journal-Amer- 
ican), who also goes on a Young & 
Rubicam show, for Johnson & John- 
son Band-Aid. Latter will use the 
| Saturday 11 a.m. spot on CBS. 
Among the shows that are under 
| consideration jfor International Sil- 


ver’s Sunday night spot on CBS 
during the summer is a dramatic 
series with Cornelia Otis Skinner 
and Roland Young. Miss Skinner 


aamnaren | the scri inal 


SAM HARRIS QUITS HOSP 
FOR PALM BEACH HOME 


Sam H. Harris, who underwent 
appendectomy 10 days previously at 
the Good Samaritan hospital, West 
Palm Beach, was discharged Friday 
(14) and moved to his winter home 
at that resort. Showman will be in 
care of nurses for some time. 

Expected that during the spring 
return to New 
York. Whether another operation 
will be necessary will be determined 
at that time. 


Frances s Gifford, Cliffhanger 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Gifford, on loan 
Paramount, gets the title role in Re- 
publie’s new serial, ‘Jungle Girl,’ 
slated to start March 31. 

Actress is the first 
hanger star since Pearl 








Frances 


femme cliff- 


White. 


swing harpiste | 


from | 


SNARING THE SHY AUTHOR 
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Met’s $13,000 Net Profit on $107,500 
Gross (15th Week), Best In Years 





Skeered? 


Alison Smith, former news- 
paperwoman who is wed to 
Russel (Buck) Crouse (the ‘Ar- 
senic’ kid), wanted to go horse- 
back riding and applied for a 
nag at a riding academy near 
Central Park. Attendant led 
forth something very frisky. 
Mrs. C. looked at the giddy-ap 
doubtfully and asked it’s name, 
the hostler answering: ‘VARIETY.’ 

Mrs. C. secured a more docile 
nag. 

















Quent Reynolds Plans 


Sequel to Film Short, 








don and 


Take It’ and ‘Christmas Under Fire.’ 


; Reynolds has been lecturing from 


| coast to coast, on behalf of his maga- 
zine and for himself, 
| managerial auspices. His first New | 
; York lecture last Friday 
| (14) at Town Hall, was virtually ca- 
pacity, and it crystallized the 
thought that ‘London Can Give It.’ 
|The Collier’s correspondent’s first- 
hand closeup of the British people 
under fire has convinced him that 
the turn of events must soon make 
|'the English and RAF the aggres- 
sors, with a Continental invasion, al- 
though the past year has been 


marked by London taking it rather | 


than giving. 

Reynolds’ departure is being ar- 
ranged now. He may fly over on 
a bomber, or take the Lisbon boat | 
route, 


CORNELIA OTIS SKINNER | 





NO. 1 BUSY WOMAN | - 


are working out the details. | 
late in 


Cornelia Otis Skianes. who has 
started rehearsals in ‘Theatre,’ being 
produced by John Golden, is called 
the most active actress of the 
by those close to her, She sold three 
of her stories to the New Yorker, 
one to Reader’s Digest, arranged to 
have a volume of humorous essays 
published by Dodd, Mead (due next 
| fall), conferred with film execs in 
connection with making shorts out 
of her stories, and talked it over 
with Roland Young about a new ra- 
dio series she has written, which 
will spot them on the air during the 
summer. 

Last week Marc Connelly, who is 
on the Coast, advised Miss Skinner 
that he is putting the finishing 
'touches to a play with a Mexican 
locale, one of her ideas. An 
album of six Shakespearean records 
made by the actress and her fathe1 
Otis Skinner will be released by 
Victer this month. 


based o1 


Cecil De Mille’s Grandson, 
2, Drowns in H’wood Pool 


Beverly Hills, March 18. 
Chnistopher Quinn, two-year-old 
grandson of Cecil B. DeMille, was 
drowned Saturday (15) in a lily 
pond in the front 
Fields’ home in Beverly Hills. 


The child, a son of Anthony Quinn, 
and Katherine De Mille 
presumably toddled into the 
into the 


| film player, 

| ules. 
Fields’ 

pool, 


yard and stumbled 


| Par Borrows Arnold 
Hollywood, March 18. 


Paramount borrowed Edward Ar- 
top role in 
ig But 


nold from Metro for a 
the forthcoming picture, ‘Nothir 
the Truth.’ 


' Arthur Hornblow, Jr., produces 


‘London Can Give It’ 


Quentin Reynolds, preparatory to 
returning to London for Collier’s 
magazine in a week or two, has been 
laying plans for a ‘London Can Give 
It’ film subject, as a sequel to the 
two already made by him in Lon- 
which Warner Bros, re- 
leased under titles of ‘London Can 


+ 
ow 


Clicking along to a rousing finale, 
the Metropolitan Opera Co. of N. Y. 
closed the 15th week of its 16-week 
season in N. Y., with a gross of $107,- 
500, or a profit of $13,000. This cén- 
stitutes one of the biggest weeks in 
Met history over the past couple of 
decades. 


Monday (10), the company grossed 
$14,000 on ‘The Bartered Bride,’ a 
profit of $2,000, Brino Walter drag- 
ging ‘em in. 

Tuesday (11), the Met played 
Hartford for the second time this 
season with ‘Carmen,’ Martinelli and 


| Castagna selling out to the doors at 


$15,000, another $2,000 profit. 
Wednesday (12), ‘Trovatore’ nose- 
dived to $9,000 in a ‘no name’ cast, 
with a $3,000 loss. 
Thursday (13), the season's second 


‘Don Giovanni’ grossed $14,500, $2,000 
profit. 


Friday (14), ‘Barber of Seville’ 
(Continued on page 18) 





Casino’s Run of Bad 


Luck Suddenly Closes 
Havana Floor Show 








under CBS 


morning + management, is 


| Hale 
|and Roland were apprised that, since 


| this 
| show. 


month | 


yard of W. C. 


Havana, March 18. 

A run of good-luck, for the cus- 
tomers and not the Casino Nacional 
said to be behind 
the reason for the decision to sud- 
denly close the American revue here. 
Last Wednesday (12) the Chester 
Girls (8), Bobby May, Pierce 


the Casino would call it a season 
past weekend, so would the 

It was fully expected that the 
show would run until April 1. 


Entire troupe pulled out Saturday 


| (15) as the nearest available Sailing. 


Business had been quite good, 
|hence the closing was a surprise, 


whether or not the casino proper got 
lB a bad losing streak. 


Bobby May had some minor trou- 
* with the Casino management, and 
took it up with the U. S. consul for 
adjustment. 
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Better Pictures All 


Needs to Cement S.A. Relations, 


That U. S. 


Sol Wurtzel States After Tour 


By BILL BROGDON 


Hollywood, March 18. 

The South American picture mar- 
ket apparently needs the same stimu- 
lant as that in the United States— | 
‘better pictures’—according to the 
observations of Sol M. Wurtzel, ex- 
ecutive producer at 20th-Fox, who 
has just returned from a three-month 
tour of the continent below the bor- 
der. And Hollywood producers can 
look for tougher competition from 
South American-made films, espe- 


= + 





Calabasas, Near H’wood, 


Site of Pic Actors Home 


Hollywood, March 18. 
A home for the film industry's 
aged and indigent will be located 
near Calabasas, about 25 miles north- 


west of Hollywood. William Periera, | 


architect for Paramount, volunteered 
his services and is working with 
| members of the Screen Set Designers 
Guild on plans for buildings for the 
site picked by Motion Picture Relief 


He 32 | ep RO eI ey ergy 
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ially in Argentina, Wurtzel points | Fund heads. . 
a Bonin of growing facilities for | Fund of $800,000 has been built up 
turning out improved product and | by film players making gratis ap- 
the rise of native name players in| pearances on Gulf Refining’s Screen 
that country. he Fox executive’s | Guild radio series, for which the 
reflections practically make unani- | company contributes $10,000 weekly. 
mous similar opinions voiced in the | Money has been turned over to the 
past year by American film people | building project fund. Actual con- 
returning from South America. | struction starts when plans are ap 
‘It seemed to me,’ Wurtzel re-| proved. 
marked in telling of his impressions 
garnered south of the border, ‘that 


about the only thing we can do - LB. Mayer’s Rth Annual 

promote the South American mar a 

ket is to make better pictures. As St. Patrick 5 Luncheon 
Keynotes ‘Tolerance’ 





SS 


far as I could see, there is absolutely 
no reason to tailor our production 
schedules for South America because 
they like the same things we do. 
‘Films are the chief recreation of 
the populations there as they are 
here. Every town we visited, of any 
size at all, had at least one theatre. 
Considerable work is being done| 
(Continued on page 18) 





San Francisco, March 18. 
A large delegation of stars and film 
company heads attended the three- 
day St. Patrcik’s Day fete which. 
got underway here Saturday (15) 








when 3,000 sat down for a cornbeef 


WYLER HUDDLING WITH | 222 cavoase toca in the huge Civic 


Auditorium. Another 7,000 watched 
LIL HELLMAN ON ‘FOXES’ the feed, listened to the speeches and 
| entertainment from the balcony. The 
enone .| Whole affair was broadcast over 

William Wyler, who will direct | KPO and a national NBC hookup. 
Samuel Goldwyn’s production of ‘The Louis B. Mayer, who has been com- 
Little Foxes,’ trained into New York! ing here for the Shrine St. Patrick’s 
last Monday (17) for confabs with| Day luncheon for the past eight 
Lillian Hellman on screenplay of her | years, headed the Hollywood con- 
legiter. Pic is slated for the cameras | tingent which included Walter Wan- 
around April 15. | ger» Edward Arnold, Mickey Rooney, 
Goldwyn last week signed Theresa’ [Lewis Stone. 
Wright, of the cast of ‘Life With Holden, Hugh Herbert, Arleen 
Father,’ legiter currently at the Em-| whelan, Mary Beth Hughes, Dennis 
pire, N. Y., for ‘Foxes.’ Goldwyn | Morgan, Maureen O'Hara, Cesar 
saw the actress while he was in New Romero, Glenn Ford, 
York and inked her to a pact after) o;; Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Ratoff 


seeing screen tests made of her by (Eugenie Leontovich), and Mr. and 
~ obs . f ‘RE. ae 9 : 79 e 
Oscar Serlin, producer of ‘Father. Mrs. Howard Strickling. 


Shriners Sponsored Luncheon 


Par Buvs Into 2d B’way Sponsored by the Shriners, the 
sf interdenominational luncheon of 


Legiter, Perelmans’ Play+isiam Temple of the Mystic Shrine 
Tremendous success it has enjoyed | WaS presided over by Potentate 
vith its investment in ‘Lady in the | Henry F. Boyen. Mayer was the 
Dark’ has resulted in Paramount's | principal speaker of the day. The 
buy into a second legiter this sea- | keynote of the speech was universal 
son, ‘Night Before Christmas,’ com- | tolerance. 
edy by Laura and S. J. Perelman} Contrasting the life of St. Patrick 
which Courtney Burr is producing | with the lives of modern dictators, 
and which opens at the Morosco, }Mayer sounded an impassioned. plea 
N. Y., April 10. for Americans to guard their liber- 
Par’s investment in ‘Christmas’ | ties, 
will be considerably less than in} There’is a war upon our soil here 


‘Lady,’ however. While latter cost |} in America,’ he declared in part. ‘It 
more than $140,000 to produce and | is not concerned with cannon, nor 


the film company put up dhe-third, | deadly missiles from the air, nor the 
Perelman play, it is anticipated, will | lightning stroke of the torpedo un 

= 95 hi ; : 2 
g0 on for about $25,000, of which | ger the water. But with a menace far 


Par will put up 25%. That's a dif- | é ; 
fcrence for Par of between approxi- | mace suueny.  £ ens the pelvened 


| whi 

mately $47,000 for ‘Lady’ and $6,000 | W"'sPer- 

for ‘Christmas.’ Contrasts St. Patrick, Dictator 
There are three other backers of ‘St. Patrick’s code protected the 


‘Christmas,’ each sinking 25%. They | weak. The 
are Marshall Field, 3d, Howard Cull- | weak. St. Patrick preached peace; 
man and Robert Lehman. Show, | the dictators conquest. St. Patrick 
which opens a tryout in Princeton | puyilt schools, hospitals and churches, 
March 29, has Phyllis Brooks in top: the dictator destroys them and de- 


dictator crushes the 


' 
role. Sher: 
Par } — t} nies responsibility for those he has | 
ar has no hooks on scre ’ 
; ; ; 1€ screen | maimed and made homeless. 
rights, but, just as it did with 


‘The time to protect America is 


‘Lady,’ will wait until after the ’ . 
now,’ he said. ‘We must mobilize 


show opens before making a _ bid. | 


That it will probably buy the film | SP/Titually, as well as materially, to | 
combat any threatened invasion of | 


rights if the play is a success is a ; 
foregone conclusion, as company’s | the province of God to the right of 
reps have stated repeatedly that Par | liberty,’ Mayer said in concluding his 
will not participate in backing a, ‘@lk. 

play unless it feels it is screen ma- | Highlights of the program by the 
terial. stars were a skit with members of 





Garland and Dennis Morgan. 


Lew Lehr Still Ill 
Prolonged absence of Lew 
because of illness has forced z0th- 
Fox to call Jack Darrock, of the | 


Coast short features staff, to N. Y. ’ 
to fill ir as shorts editor. Lehr has | TRACY'S ee Lo a 
ollywood, Mare q 


been shorts editor for several years 
and has been away on leave of ab-| Jerry Schumacker, Spencer Tracy’s 


| newsreels. 








sence because of sickness nearly six | Stand-in, is another Hollywoodian to | 


months. | answer the call of the draft. 

Lehr’s comedy feature in Movie-| He interrupts his work in ‘Dr. 
tone newsreel still is being omitted | Jekyll and Mr. Hyde’ to report for 
with no effort to find a substitute. |} service within the next week. 


} matter 


CANTOR BACK TO COAST 


Judy Garland, Fay | 


William T.! 


Come In, Hedda 





Hollywood, March 18. 
For the past two years Hedda 


| Hopper has been broadcasting 


about Hollywood for Sunkist but 
| no one in Hollywood heard her. 
Program has no local outlet as 
oranges hereabouts need no 
bally. 

Last Friday she finally broke 
through the void. Her program 
originated at the San Bernar- 
dino Orange Show along with 
other features and KNX was on 
the hookup. 








Augusta, Ga., Mayor 
Thinks ‘Tobacco Road’ 
Pic Libels Community 


Augusta, Ga., March 18. | 


Mavor James M. Woodall, of this | 
city, has just about made up his! 
mind to sue 20th Century-Fox, pro- 
ducers of picturization of Erskine | 
Caldwell’s ‘Tobacco Road,’ for libel. | 

Hizzoner charges that film preju- 
dices the whole nation § against 
Augusta and is mulling $500,000 
around in his mind as proper price 
producers should pay to salve out- 
raged town’s collective feelings. 


Feeling confident of collecting, 
Woodall told Augusta Herald: 

‘We can use the money to build 
a much-needed farmers’ market. 
Yes, the suit will be filed in Super- 
ior Court.’ 


Woodall declared he had given | 
considerable consideration | 
and firmly believed that city hee | 








| been damaged by screen version of 


Caldwell’s provocative novel, in 
which Augusta is depicted as back- 
woods burg with a muddy main 
stem. Augustans, too, were more 
than mildly surprised to note pres- 
ence Of mountain in films, a geo- 
graphical phenomenon that does not 
exist in South Georgia, ‘Road's’ lo- 
cale. 

Pic got its first Georgia showing 
at Miller theatre here and did good 
biz. Woodall] declared he would file | 
his suit ‘soon,’ but so far he has not 
taken the legal leap. 





IN 6 WKS. FOR ‘HATS’ 


Eddie Cantor, who arrived Monday | 
(17) in New York to continue his 
radio broadcast for Bristol-Meyers, 
returns to the Coast in six weeks or 
so to start filming ‘Hold On to Your 
Hats,’ the Al Jolson-Martha Raye 
musical, on a package proposition for 
Jules Levey (Mayfair Productions) | 
via Universal release. A minor hitch 
has cropped up in that Jolson wants | 
to hold back certain key cities, mull- 
ing the idea of a possible road tour, 
but Leo Spitz, former RKO prez 
who is financing Levey’s indie film | 





production, has asked Jolson for a/| 
list of which cities, and they’ll try 
and abide by his request. 

However, that’s a minor detail and 
will be worked out. Roy dei Ruth | 
looks set to direct. Miss Raye will 
re-create her stage roll and the sup- 
port will include Abbott and Costello 
(Universal contractees), Ann Miller 
and Robert Cummings. 

Cantor has a new finale lined up, 
wherein the curtains will be drawn, 
after ‘Hats’ finales, and an afterpiece 
will permit him a single specialty, in 
blackface, to reprise some of his old 
song hits 





Blumy Steps Out 


For Acts Playing Foreign Lands 


By MORI KRUSHEN 


Secret of success for British or 





Gracie Fields’ Be Yourself’ Theory 
| 
| 


,; terial. The same applies to Ameri- 
|can performers who begin to talk 
'with broad A’s and try to use in- 
| continental performers coming to |sular material the moment they ap- 
America is to be found in two words, | pear on an English stage. 

according to Gracie Fields, Eng- | ype stars P viaye have proven 
ee ; nd fil bee |}most popular on e other side are 
land's musical comedy a m sé" | those who retained their individual- 
now barnstorming on behalf of the} ity, putting on the same act in’ Eng- 
British War Relief. ‘Be yourself,’ | land as they had here. 

| says Miss Fields, ‘and if you've got'a One American songstress who was 
| good turn you can’t miss.’ Most fatal a terrific draw in the provinces lost 
jue Aeypee a much of her following when she 
mistake that an English variety artist | tried to become too English. She 


/can make, in her opinion, is to try | became too elegant for her audience, 


to emulate American style of de-| Miss Fields recalls. The same was 
true of a topnotch American song 


| livery or switch from original ma- 
and dance man. 


| ‘Swingin’ in a Hammock,’ a hit long 


; excerpts from his review, was evi- | VOUS. 





Gracie Fields contends that all 
great stars started out as mimics— 


Review by Sime in "30 all the most celebrated names in 


England, anyhow. ‘And,’ she adds, 
‘if you should inquire you would 
probably find that all the most 


Cues Gracie Fields’ U.S. 
Observations in 194] comedy names ‘in America trte 


out as mimics also. We all began by 
trying to imitate somebody on the 
stage whom we admired very much.’ 

Miss Fields started out to be another 
Madame Patti. She wanted to be- 
come an opera singer. ‘No, I never 
wanted to play Hamlet,’ she coun- 
tered swiftly. ‘I always used to get 
a great thrill out of watching other 
performers, because they were in- 
spirational. I'd see a novelty on the 
stage and then I'd want to have a go 


(Excerpt from Variety 
Oct. 1, 1930) 


GRACIE FIELDS 
Songs 

26 Mins.; Three 
Palace, N. Y. (St. V.) 


England's premier singing come- 
dienne was badly advised in choice 
of songs for her American debut at , ‘ ; 
the Palace on Broadway, where at something else myself. 

Gracie Fields opened Saturday mati- Deprecates 4-5 a Day 
nee... Miss Fields observes that acts are 

That this English girl is the only | worked too hard in America, re- 
headliner on the most important | 8@rding the daily four or five-show 
vaudeville bill in New York made | routine as a talent-killer. Working 
it more imperative that she should | 9" that basis performers begin to 
stand out as a single turn and stamp | deliver mechanical performances, 
herself indelibly on the new audi- | gibbering like parrots. ‘I'd go nuts 
ence. as she has done at home. But |if I had to do four or five shows 
she didn’t. It may have been largely | daily,’ said Miss Fields. Yet in Eng- 
due to her division of numbers, some | !and, also, managers are veering 
American and others English. Over | away from the two-a-day, with acts 
here they don’t expect a newcomer doing four or five shows daily as 
from abroad will sing American | in the U. S. 
songs, and American songs that are| Another mistake in handling tal- 
very familiar if not died out on this|ent, Miss Fields points out, is to 
side. Miss Fields’ first number was | bring great-comies from the prov- 
inces into London cold. ‘Every ar- 
tist suffers from nerves and anyone 

It has never been cabled back here| Who doesn’t isn’t a great artist.’ 
that Sophie Tucker so firmly estab- | Best method, according to Miss 
lished herself in London through | Fields, is to break into London grad- 
trying to show Londoners how Eng-| ually, first playing the suburbs. 
lish songs should be sung. Miss| When comedians from Scotland or 
Tucker in London sings American; Lancashire go to London they get 
numbers, mostly exclusive and re-|the jitters. The excitement is too 
stricted to herself... Sometimes they 





since ruined by radio. 


;}much for them. 

To permit Americans to hear her | drop the Scotch or Lancashire ver- 
in American songs is seemingly, 'nacular, which has given them their 
however, what Miss Fields strove for | Prominence, for English. Then they 
at her first performance. And so she|lose all their amiable character- 
disappointed, as the unknown Palace | istics and deliver a poor perform- 
headliner and as the English star she | ance. Miss Fields went to London 
is known to be. Sime. | Via the suburban route but she ad- 
mits that to this day she cannot play 











[Sime’s criticism, as indicated py | the Palladium without getting ner- 
dently followed by Miss Fields in her | 8" ovation from a big town audi- 
second and h.o. week at the Palace, |emce. Much of that nervous tension 
repertoire.] | Radio City Music Hall benefit ‘Brit- 
ish War Relief) recently. 
FRIEDMAN IN EXEC Many American acts are given 
tryouts in Ireland before being 
stands English. Result is that rou- 
Hollywood, March 18 | tines are changed and acts flop in 
post of coordinator and creative col- | original American material. 
laborator on all musicals at 20th- Miss Fields played her first Amer!- 
Fred Kohlmar, associate producer, fpeongy Aina ~ fore going into hers " 4 
for whom Friedman had been an as- | °® New York. Her Lancashire cit: 


She can’t reconcile herself to 

when she switched to an all-English | ¥@S Prevalent when she played the 
Ireland Before London 

MUSIC POST AT 20T booked into London, usually before 

H| an audience that scarcely under- 

Charles Friedman moved up to the |London when they might click with 

Fox, following the departure of | C2” tryout date in Flushing many 

sistant. | ties fell flat in Flushing with result 


the Hardy Family, songs by Judy | 


Mayer's speech over the NBC net- | 
ihe work was covered in part by the. 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Richard Blumenthal steps into his 
first job as associate producer at 
Paramount in ‘Sing a Song of Homi- 
cide.’ 
Picture is based on a mystery 
| novel by James R. Langham. 


for the 1941-42 program. Friedman 
was brought to Westwood under con- 
tract last summer after staging ‘Pins 
and Needles’ and ‘Sing Out the 
News’ in New York. Currently he 
| is working on musical numbers for 
i ‘Miami’ and ‘Sun Valley.’ 





Other News Pertaining to Pictures 
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| Gertrude Lawrence’s English trip 


(+k GubeGas 16UReseenen «....-Page 39 








¢ . : | the “j “ical 1umbers 
20th-Fox has 12 musicals lined up that she tried American numb 


when going into the Palace and 
nosedived. On beginning her cur- 
rent tour of America she was als¢ 
given kindly, well-meant advice 
from topnotch American actors and 
producers. But this time she was 
determined to be herself. She would 
never have returned to the United 
States had it not been for the British 
War Relief campaign. And the ef- 
fort has proven very worthwhile 
in serving to substantiate her own 
theories on how to hold an audience 
The people she has met in Amer- 
ica have taken kindty to the Lan- 
cashire ditties and her insular brand 
of comedy. 

Since the outbreak of the war 
Miss Fields has been on tour almost 
constantly, solely for the purpose of 
raising funds. On 15 dates in the 
United States she has netted $75,000 
The comedienne is now on a tour 





that is taking her through Virginia, 
Pennsylvania, Texas and to the 
Coast. Only her hotel and food bills 
are being paid for by the British au- 
thorities. 
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Milliken Subs for Herron in Charge 
Of Foreign Affairs; US. Calls Latter 


» 
+> 








Governor Carl E. Milliken, secre- 
tary of the Motion Picture Producers 
& Distributors Assn. and head of the 


community service department of : pa ; 
the association, was appointed act- sie ot Gt tas ae. ar dee 
ing manager of the Hays office for-| tice with considerable disfavor. 
eign division this week by Will Hays.| Anti-trust division, presided over 
He takes the place vacated by F. L.| by Thurman Arnold, assistant 
Herron’s departure for Washington| attorney general, recently closed 
on active military duty yesterday; gq monopoly suit against the 
(Tuesday) morning. Herron, who| major film compahies by obtain- 
had been on the reserve list, was} ing a consent decree abolishing 
called into active service as lieu-| certain trade practices which the 
tenant-colonel in U. S. Army while report cites as instances of illegal 
he was in Tucson, Ariz., early this restraints. 
month. He tipped his friends this Arnold has told subordinates 
week that he was leaving for ser- he intends to appear before 
vice in the adjutant-general’s office TNEC committee to clarify the 
at the nation’s capital. D. of J.’s actions. His revela- 
Milliken will serve while Herron tions of the ‘inside’ of the film 
{fs away on leave of absence, with suit settlement promise interest- 
Harold L. Smith, formerly with the ing disclosures. 
Hays office in Paris, but recently in 


Arnold Piqued 


Washington, March 18. 
Special report on the motion 
picture industry filed with the 








_ 
New York with most of Europe shut- . 
down, as his assistant. F. W. Allport 
continues as European chief, now 


headquartering in London. Herron 
also was treasurer of MPPDA, and 
these duties will be assumed by 
George Bortwick, assistant treasurer 
and present auditor. Realignment 
probably will be passed on by di- 
rectors at the annual MPPDA meet- 
ing March 31. 


Departure of Herron on active 
army duty started a procession of 
reports in the trade regarding other . , 

; ri 
changes. Although Will Hays has | Tieup with a 
been offered a new five-year con- wherein they would participate in 
tract, he would neither confirm nor | quickie interviews for subsequent 
deny whether he had signed as/ radio broadcast via discs is being 
president of the MPPDA on his re-|,,. e ae 

; ; | y the radio division of 
turn from the Coast via Washington | lined up by 


GOODWILLERS 
FOR S.A. 


Hollywood 








stars 





REPORT 10 TNEG 
LURES “BIG 3d 


Virtually the Entire Indus- 
try Is Indicted in Search- 
ing Report Authored by 
Bertrand, Blanchard and 
Evans 








——- 


HAYS OFFICE SCORED 





Washington, March 18. 


Stinging buckshot barrage was 
fired at the film industry last week, 
by technical experts advising 
the Temporary National Economic 
(Monopoly) Committee. Voluminous 
study based on ex parte evidence, 
rather than testimony adduced at 
hearings, condemned the five biggest 
producer-distributor-exhibitor firms, 
spanked the Justice Department, 
blasted the Motion Picture Producers 
and Distributors of America, Inc. 
(Hays office), and indirectly advo- 
cated Federal regulation of the busi- 
ness. 


Without making any concrete rec- 
ommendations and while conceding 
there is no single cure-all, the ad- 
visory group told the probers that 
the film industry is a classic example 
of abuse of economic power and 
concentrated wealth and influence to 
the public detriment. Both inde- 





last week. Francis Harmon. his ex- | John Hay Whitney's Inter-American | 


ecutive assistant, also went to| Relations group (Nelson A. Rocke- 
Washington to confer purportedly on | fejjer’s Council of Defense Commit- 
national defense film matters. Hays’ tee). Film company foreign man- 
friends in N. Y. claim that his sig-| agers last week were sounded out 
naturing is a mere formality, and on their knowledge of Martinez Del 
that it is now a matter entirely up Box, in U. S. presently from Argen- 
to the MPPDA president to okay or 


: : tina, who would do the work, with 
reject via an official announcement. 


| assurances given that the recordings 
Hurried trips of Haysian officials! would be used strictly on a non- 

to the Coast and back, and to Wash- |! commercial basis. 

ington, have produced a new crop 

of rumors concerning 


setup in the Hays organization al- 


hws a8} 


the future | py 


Whitney, Coordinator of Com- 
and Cultural Relations Be- 
though ostensibly on the surface all| tween the American Republics 
is calm. Joseph I. Breen’s three | (Council of National Defense), as un- 
trips to N. Y. since the first of the! folded to picture company execu- 
year also are linked with many of | tives, would be to make records of 
these reports. | interviews with Hollywood 

einer jcia example, brief interviews with 


mercial 


y i Claudette Colbert, Clark Gable and 
Hays Signature Due Shirley Temple might be included 


On New MPPDA Pact on one eer, with Del Box cutting 


expla o-and-so has jus 
Hollywood, March 18, | in to explain that s J 
Said so-and-so and sent greetings ne 
Will Hays is poy hos hee 8/ Latin-American fans. Del Box would 
Pict age“ - o" i h ~ t siege! speak in Spanish, of course. 
t Cc ° 
wane See oe The discs then would be dis- 
America, Inc. before the organization | F A 7 
ew buted to various radio stations in 
imecting in H. 5. Maren St. | the Latin-Americas or might be em 
Pact ran out last week and a new | “a ‘ s wm h sainiien ha ais 
one for five years awaits his signa-|POYEC On eee ga 
ture i Whole idea would be to develop 
; goodwill with neighbor countries to 
| south of U. S. 
HELLINGER A PRODUCER Several major film companies 
|have used similar disc programs in 
| the past, with name stars speaking 
IN 20TH-FOX BERTH in Spanish. When the recordings 


| were sufficiently ] 





non-commercial 
| they received widespread use on 
Hollywood, March 18. | local ] Latin-American stations. Hays 
Mark Hellinger takes on a full | office has had a similar good-neigh- 
producer’s rating when he moves | bor, all-industry radio program idea 
into the 20th-Fox studio under his up for consideration for a couple of 
new contract, negotiated by Johnny | months. Final approval of such set- 
Hyde of the William Morris office. up has been temporarily delayed be- 
Two other full producers signed re- | cause of doubt over the likely ex- 
cently are William LeBaron and (tensive use of such discs gratis and 
Ernst Lubitsch. because of the expense factor. 


Hitherto Darryl F. Zanuck and 
Sheridan Re-Oomphed 


Sol Wurtzel were the only 100% pro- 
Hollywood, March 18. 


ducers on the Westwood lot, the rest 
being listed as associate producers. 

Lois Andrews at Col. Ann Sheridan and Warners ar- 

Hollywood. March 18. rived at an appeasement after five 

Columbia closed a deal with Lois; ™monmths of warfare, beginning with 
Andrews (Mrs. George Jessel) to ap- | 2 diplomatic difference, in which the 
pear in the filmusical, ‘Girls from | actress refused to play ‘They Drive 
Panama.’ |By Night’ with George Raft. 

Miss Andrews shares top femme} First picture for actress under the 
spots with Jinx Falkenberg. treaty of peace is ‘Navy Blues.’ 














| Committees, and 


| 


Idea behind this project, fostered | 


stars. | 


pendents and small corporations, 
along with the consuming public 
which supplies the wherewithal, suf- 
fer from the ‘death clutch’ of Metro, 
20th-Fox, Paramount, Warners and 
RKO. 


The report — authored by Daniel | 


W. Bertrand and E. L. Blanchard, 
members of the Committee’s re- 
search crew, and W. Duane Evans, 
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
—echoed most of the familiar com- 
plaints recorded at the NRA hear- 
ings, unloaded before Congressional 
embodied in the 
Justice Department’s anti-trust suit 


Yet the independent exhibitors who | 


(Continued on page 20) 


U Stockholders OK New 


7-Year Pacts for Execs 


The new seven-year pacts voted 
seven top executives by the director- 
ate a couple of weeks ago was ap- 
proved by the meeting of Universal 
Pictures Co., Inc., stockholders at 
-Wilmongton, Del., last Saturday (15) 
Holders of 231,427 shares of common 
stock voted in favor of the employ- 
ment contract and only 100 shares 


| were against it. This gives new pacts 





to J. Cheever Cowdin, Nate Blum- 
berg, C. D. Prutzman, William A 
Scully, Joseph H. Seidelman, Cliff 
Work and Matthew Fox, contracts in 
most instances representing five-year 
extensions of old ones held by the 
officials 

All retiring directors were re- 
elected for one-year terms. Under 
the corporation by-laws, second pre- 
ferred stock is 
rector, Ottavio Prochet being named 
Second prefe rred share 
to two, stockholders electing John 
Penick and Samuel I. Posen, latte: 
reelected. 

Common 
directors: Nate Blumberg, J. Chee- 
ver Cowdin, Paul G. Brown, Daniel 
C. Collins, Preston Davie, C. D. 
Prutzman, Budd Rogers, Daniel] M. 
Sheaffer, W. H. Taylor, Jr., and Pey- 
ton Gibson. 

All retiring directors were reelected 
for one-year terms by stockholders 
of Universal Corp., parent company, 
at its annual meeting in N.Y. March 
12. Reelecte“ directors for this cor- 
poration are Blumberg, Eown, Col- 
lins, Cowdin, Davie, Gibson, Pochet, 


are entitled 


Prutzman, Rogers, Sheaffer, Taylor 
and J. Arthur Rank. Rank is a Brit- 
ish film man and financier, being 
chairman of General Film Distribu- 
tors, distributing company of Eng 
land. Peyton Gibson recently was 
named in place of Willi: Fre 
resigned 


stockholders named 10} 


BAD BRUSHOFF TO PIX BIZ 





U. S. Pix Will Have 


By Nov. 1; How 


Goldwyn’s Warranty 








Hollywood, March 18. 

Samuel Goldwyn wag working 
on Harry Rapf the other day for 
the latter to hop up coin con- 
tributions for Greek War Relief. 
Rapf told the producer he was 
bearing down, but that many 
people felt that Greece would 
make a separate peace with 
Italy. 

Topped Goldwyn, ‘I can give 
you my personal assurance they 
won't.’ 


FILM GROSS UP 
10.47, IN 1939 
OVER 29 


Washington, March 18. 

Decade’s growth in the film dis- 
tribution business, with California 
| becoming more important exchange 
center and New York losing ground, 
| was shown in the preliminary Cen- 
sus returns made public Wednes- 
day (13). Tabulation shows receipts 
in 1939 ran 10.4% higher than 1929, 
| despite a drop in the number of ex- 
changes. 
| Film rentals in 1939 amounted to 
| $243,482,000, with operating expenses 
totaling $33,839,000. The 1929 take 
was $220,605,000. Despite a drop in 
outlay from the 1929 figure of $34,- 
639,000, payrolls in 1939 were higher, 
$21,195,000, versus $17,978,000, and 
|employees numbered 11,332, a gain 
of 1,990 in the 10-year span. 

New York remained on top from 
the standpoint of business volume 
With 98 exchanges, an increase of 
13 over 1929, rental figure for the 
state was $49,598,000, a decline of $1,- 
983,000 compared with 1929 The 
1939 employment figure was 2,065, 
and the payroll was $5,198,000. 
| California had 44 exchanges 
1939, eight more than in 1929, doing 
$26,055,000 worth of business The 
rental figure was $9,998,000 above 
1929. Payroll was $1,575,000, with 
employment 780. 

The independent exchanges plaved 
only a small part in the-distribution 
process, Take was less than 15% of 
total rentals, 
though there were 214 such units 
Census Bureau noted the average re- 
cel ipts the indie exchange vere 
merely $152,000, against $696, ‘000 oe 
the producer-controlled outfits, 

















W h 
numbered 303. New York’s 67 in- | 


dependent exchanges accounted for 
$9,839,000 of the 
one-quarter of the total for this 
group. California’s 23 indie distrib- 
uting outfits took in $8,792,000. 


Carroll to Film Girl 


| Show in H’wood Bowl 


entitled to one di-} 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Ear] Carroll is going in for indie 
film producing, with a musical spec- 
tacle titled ‘Hollywood Bowl,’ based 
on a girl show he'll stage in Holly- 
wood Bowl for two weeks in Sep 
tember, 

Carroll is negotiating for a ma- 
jor release, 


| 





DWAN’S AIR COMICS 
Hollywood, March 18. 
Allan Dwan was signed to direct 
Edgar Bergen and Fibber McGee 
and Molly in the forthcoming David 
Hempstead production, still untitled 
at RKO. 
Lucille Ball and her husband, De 


} Arnaz, take care of the romance 


only $32,544,000, al- | 


rentals, more than | 


Some $47,400,000 


Frozen in England, Aussie and N. Z. 


to Get It Out Fast? 


Problem of getting the vast 
amount of frozen coin out of Great 
Britain, Australia and New Zealand 
in the immediate future is receiv- 
ing serious consideration by U. §S, 
major companies. 





Discussion thus 
far is sirictly of formative nature, 
With a policy of strict secrecy 
adopted by film company foreign 
staffs. 

However, it is learned that the 
eight majors will have in excess of 
$47,400,000 frozen in these three 
{markets by Nov. 1 next when the 
}current money pact with Great 
Britain expires. Bulk of this, 
around $39,600,000, would be tied up 
in the British Isles. It also was 
learned that several proposals have 
been tentatively outlined on the for- 
eign frozen monetary enigma, with 
the lease-lend bill mentioned as a 
possible aid calculated to dislodge 
these idle funds, 

Others outlined incorporate the 
transfer of British-owned proper- 
ties in this hemisphere, when those 
not in liquid shape can be found, 
to picture companies with the frozen 
money used in the transactions. Ad- 
mittedly many companies would 
have to accept deals which would 
;see them losing on the dollar ex- 
; Change because the $4 pegged price 
'on sterling could not be obtained. 
| Reasonable money transfers, how- 
ever, are considered not improbable. 

Good business policy and a@ re- 
alistic view on the entire monetary 
setup apparently is back of the move 
to melt these frozen sums. At the 
same time there is full appreciation 
among the U.S. film companies that 
they are obligated by the terms of 
| the present pact with Great Britain 
not to seek better terms until this 
agreement expires next November. 
However, it is reported in hae Y. that 
there is nothing to prevent petition- 
ing for separate deals hae the 
frozen sums might be dislodged. 
Whether this would be done by in- 
dividual companies or in a group 
under Hays office guidance has not 
been revealed thus far but the lat- 
ter plan is most likely. 
| Trying to Shift Funds to U. S. 
| For months the American film 
| companies have desired to shift part 
|of these funds from foreign 
kets to the U. S. where they could be 
put to work. Depreciation in the 
pound sterling value is another head- 

(Continued on Sanne 20) 








mare- 


- CRUISE 1ST OF THREE 
* MUSICALS FOR LeBARON 


| nic bortgen March 18. 

William LeBaron’s first assignment 
as producer at 20th Fox is a high- 
|budget musical in Technicolor, 
| ‘Caribbean Cruise.’ Story is localed 
|in Havana, where backgrounds will 
be filmed around April 1. 

Under Darry] F. Zanuck’s produc. 
tion plans, LeBaron is slated to turn 
out three musicals a year. 


| 





| 
Hornblow Forced Back 
_ To Coast by Weather 


Arthur Hornblow, Jr., scheduled to 
arrive in New York from the Coast 
t Friday (14), got half-way, then 








turned around and went back. 
Weather was too much discourage- 
| ment. 


Paramount producer’s plane was 
grounded in Texas by a storm. He 


waited 16 hours and when it had 
failed to clear by that time, re- 
ersed his course. ‘He was headed to 
Manhattan to be in on final details 
eem of ‘I Wanted 

» Astor, N. Y., next wee 
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Prosecution of Schenck-Moskowitz 
Due to End This Wk.; Testimony Dull 


A highly technical boring week, Lila Lee, silent screen star, and Sid | 
flanked by an endless stream of ac-|Grauman were spectators. 
countants, bankers and managers, | (13), Paley contin- | 





On Thursday 
ended a fortnight of the U. S. prose-| ued on the stand and, under cross- 
cution of Joseph M. Schenck and | examination, revealed that after his | 
Joseph H. Moskowitz, respectively | retirement from cigar manufactur-| 
chairman of the board and eastern! ing and coming to California, he | 
representative of 20th Century-Fox, | packed Walter Wanger financially, 
yesterday (Tuesday) in N. Y. federal | establishing a business connection 
court. This week is the Govern-! petween himself and Schenck. | 
ment’s last, and while the courtroom Describes Yachting Trip 
has been S.R.O. continually, word-of- Describing a yacht trip to South 
mouth will kill off its attraction un-| , in. with Schenck, in 1935, as a| 
less more pep is put into vere nen ‘good will’ tour, Paley detailed the | 
show. Fag = a Sandien Deane numerous pix executives who | 

e bori ‘ : - » | 
eames Pie” pa the federal | boarded the yacht for business con- | 


| 





Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, March 18. 

20th- Fox picked up Barbara 
Lynn’s player option. 

Metro renewed Felix Bressart’s 
contract. 

Alexander Knox drew an actor | 
ticket at Warners. | 

Lynn Roberts’ player option lifted | 
by 20th-Fox. | 

Warners renewed its contract with 
Michael Curtiz. 

Republic extended its pact with 
Judy Canova for another year. 

Paramount handed an acting ticket 
to William Cabanne, son of Christy 
Cabanne, 

Frank Nugent given another one- | 
year pact at 20th-Fox. 

Republic contracted Bill Shirley, 














jury. 
Yesterday’s session was an excel-| 
lent example of dry testimony, th 
day being opened by U. S. Attorney 
Mathias F. Correa, the prosecutor, 
who placed Enrique Neidhart, Mexi- | 
can manager of the Agua Caliente | 
Casino, on the stand. He disclosed | 
that the Casino, when gambling was | 
okay, had made money, but even in 
those days the hotel had not. 
gambling was eliminated under Mex- 
ican law, the hotel could not neve | 
made money. 

The government, 
‘phoney sale,’ says Schenck’s stock | 
in the Casino was worth far in excess 





in claiming aj} 


worth. 
Tax Consultant Testifies 
Harry Sackman, tax consultant 


and accountant of the Clover Club, bets to Schenck on the Roosevelt- 
varlous | 


Hollywood, testified on 


| ferences; the large number of South 


singer. 


| American exhibitors who were wined | 
e| and dined by Schenck; and also told | 
| of how Schenck visited every 20th- 


| that she asked Schenck for a job on 
After | the Coast and secured it, and was 


|theimer and Schenck were very 
| good friends, and he and Schenck 
oo to try to help Wertheimer | 

; oland | secure some mofiey, so they pur- 
Wea oot ened a Gare, ee chased 5,000 shares of Consolidated 
counsel, whose legalistic pouts and | Oil in Wertheimer’s name, with any 
histrionic courtroom antics have pro- | accruing profits to go to him, and | day 
vided the best acting to date, sought| any possible losses to be born by | 
to prove through the U. S. witnesses | Schenck and Paley. 
that, if anything, the film executive | failed to return a profit. Correa at | 
received more than the stock was / this point seemed nettled, and made | 


Metro handed new contract to 
Bronxlau Kaper, composer and scor- 


|ing director. 
exchange en route. Presence of | "5 aoe 
apn poco ah Graciella Avril on} Samuel Goldwyn signed Therese 


board was explained by Paley. He | Wright to a player pact. 


Sardines whe pie shes on board, VIDOR’S BIZ-PLEASURE 
JUNKET TO NEW YORK 


King Vidor arrived in New York 
| Friday (14) from the Coast via the 
Panama Canal, on combination vaca- 
tion and location-exploratory hunt. 
Metro director will remain in New 
York for about 10 days, he said Mon- 
(17). His next assignment is 
‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’, novel which 
Metro recently bought on a sliding 
scale price which may run up to 
| $50,000. It will go into production 
|in about eight weeks. Vidor expects 
| to talk to the author, John P. Mar- 
| quand, while east. Director has been 





taken there aboard the yacht with 
her parents’ consent. 
Paley explained that Lou Wer- 








The venture 


several remarks about ‘obviously 
friendly witnesses.’ 


Paley told of paying off election 


Lefty's Townfolks Very War-Minded: 
Blackout Rehearsal a Total Loss 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Coolacres, Cal., March 18. 
Dear Joe: 

Well, as I wrote you in my last letter, everything in this town is sort of 
on a war basis. I guess it’s on account of us having a camp here and the 
town is filled with soldier boys, and a fine lot they are, too. 
pretty busy attending meetings of a dozen committees I’m on. 
more initials than a Government project As a Legionnaire we have a 
company of Minute Men. They call us M.M.’s for short; we go around in 
cars and station ourselves all over town and are supposed to spot enemy 
planes when and if they come. 

Then I’m an officer in the E.F.’s, Emergency Firemen. In case of an 
incendiary bomb being dropped we are supposed to put out the fires. I’m 
also a d.G. (Home Guard), sort of a police squad to take care of any dis- 
I'm also an E.A.D., which stands for an Emer- 

I'm also on a secret committee which digs up 


I've been 
I've got 


orders in case of a raid 
gency Ambulance Driver. 
Fifth Columnists. 

We are trying to get one uniform to cover everything instead of wearing 
all the badges. You ought to get a gander at me with all my badges on. 
I look like a Supreme Knight in Amos and Andy’s Lodge. 

Two strangers put over a slick trick last week. They sold the Council- 
men an idea to do a 15-minute blackout like Seattle had. It worked fine 


| and the town was darker than the inside of Harry Lauder’s pocketbook; 


but when the lights went up a lot of things were missing, including the two 
strangers. 


The Ladies’ Aid Society, of which Mrs. Blanche Crantz is president, 
brought the Philharmonic Orchestra here to play a benefit for Bundles for 
Britain. I let them use my theatre as it was in the afternoon and my pic- 
ture was .. dud. I just charged them expenses. They sure he" a lot of 
guys in the orchestra. I never knew there were so many fiddle players, 
I'm kinda allergic to cat-gut. When they tuned up the natives applauded; 
they thought it was the overture. At that, their tuning up sounded better 
than a lot of the orchestras who played for us when we were in vaudeville, 
Mrs. Clotz sang a song; she sounded like a calliope getting a hot-foot. 


She sang like Lily Pons; anyway, the words were -he same. I think she 
promoted the whole thing just to get to sing that song. As for the natives, 
they think Chopin is a kitchen utensil, but they .1l applauded and gave up 
two bucks a seat. They made enough dough to about pay for the string 
for the bundles for Britain. I said to Aggie, they oughta had a ‘string 
orchestra,’ which I thought was a good gag, but Aggie just kept on knittin’ 
and didn . even raise the ends of her mouth, which for Aggie is a belly- 





Landon duel in cash. Originally the | working on the screenplay himself. 


checks which Schenck had given the | bet had provided for payment by | Robert Taylor is being mulled for 


club in payment of gambling debts. | check, and the prosecution had made | the lead. 


The Government tried to make a/a great to-do about the cash, in-| 


WBS en Rican 5, 
BOA ALP 


i ee ae ee 
. i he 


proprietary connection 


declared Schenck was only a patron. 
The same applied to Moskowitz. 


Paul Zuckerman, stock broker and | 


qmember of the N. Y. Stock Ex- 


change, testified he paid Schenck | 
$10,000 on a bet lost on President | 


Roosevelt’s election in 1936. 
Charles King told of placing a bet 


| cash payment. 
Yacht Broker Testifies 


: tive some years later, with the re- 
at $9,000-$5,000 on the election for | 4 » will 
Schenck, and of paying the producer | ™ark that most of his friends got 


in cash after he had won. 
Government’s contention that 
Schenck did not report these win- 
nings as income during the year. 
Trial swung into its second week 
Wednesday (12) with Dolph Schad- 
ler, head of the Loew’s tax depart- 
ment, the first witness to be called. 
He explained how the returns were 


made up; that Schenck had nothing | 


to do with the filing of the returns 
or with their 
Schadler indignantly denied that 
either he or Moskowitz 
tempted to cheat the Government in 
the returns. 
sometimes Moskowitz had included 
items which in his estimation could 
be deducted and they were taken 
off the return, while other times 
there was a doubt he excluded items 
which Moskowitz had thought de- 
ductible, 
squawk. 


Metzler on Stand; 
Tells of Yacht’s Use 


Fred L. Metzler, studio treasurer 
and manager of the 20th-Fox Coast 
studios, went on the stand to testify 
on items charged to Schenck’s ac- 
count by 20th. his witness cleared 
up the charge dealing with the $24.- 
000 for the use of Schenck’s yacht to 
20th-Fox, in which the prosecution 
by insinuation had claimed it was 
loaned out for pleasure and not 
business. The witness told of a letter 
sent him by Sidney R. Kent on Oct. 
6, 1937, in which Kent approved the 
payment, stating that while it 
seemed high, the yacht had been 
used by Darryl F. Zanuck, head of 
20th-Fox’s 
for a much needed rest, which he 
could not have secured elsewhere, 
and in Kent’s opinion the money had 
been weil spent. 

The afternoon session started a 


production department, | trial, attended first nights and other- 


preparation; and | 
ever at-| 


He explained that | 


and there had been no| 


| and acting material. 


It is the | more use out of the boat than he 


did. It was disclosed that Douglas 
| Pairbonbe had been given the use 
| of the yacht in 1932 to make a pic- 
| ture in the South Seas. 
| Under cross-examination the wit- 

(Continued on page 24) 


JUST FOR THE RECORD | 
Joe Moskowitz’s Status Misrepre- 
sented In the Press 











Joseph Moskowitz, currently on 
| trial with Joseph M. Schenck for 
income tax evasion, is being vari- 
ously called by the press ‘20th Cen- 
tury-Fox’s eastern talent scout’ and 
| ‘Schenck’s $52,000 a year bookkeep- 
| er. Aetually, he is partially both 
| of those things and partially neither. 
Officially he is eastern representa- 
tive of the studio. 
| ‘Bookkeeper’ appellation results 
| from the fact that Moskowitz repre- 
sents Schenck and Darryl Zanuck 
personally in New York. An em- 
ploye of Schenck’s since 1920, Mos- 
kowitz had been entrusted with all 
the personal business affairs of his 
boss. This entailed a certain amount 
of bookkeeping which was handled 
not by Moskowitz himself, of course, 
but under his supervision. 

He has been called a talent scout 


Harry C. Wilson, yacht broker, ‘also confabbed with Harry Hervey, 
was the next witness testifying that | Savannah writer, on the property. 
he sold Schenck the yacht, Invader, Megger expects to do ‘Witch’ after 
| in 1929 for $96,000 and had it sold | ‘Pulham,’ with Spencer Tracy in the 

back to him by the disgusted exec- | top role, he said. 





because his duties as eastern rep of | 


the studio entail supervision of the 
story and talent departments. Each 
of these departments has a respon- 
sible head (story: Henry Klinger, 
acting chief; talent, Joe Pincus), who 
report to Moskowitz. In addition, 
| Moskowitz himself, until the present 


| 


wise personally watched for story | 


And when 


, Klinger or Pincus made a recom- 
| mendation which was approved by 


parade of women on the stand whose: 


testimony mattered little, but the 
prosecution did gain considerable 
publicity in the N. Y. dailies. 


Moskowitz and then by the studio, 
Moskowitz either did the bargaining 
himself or was in the immediate 


| background while the subordinates 


was Jay Paley, retired cigar manu- | 


facturer, former director of CBS, 
and an uncle of William S. Paley, 
president of CBS. He told of gam- 
bling with Schenck, but before the 
testimony could proceed far court 
was adjourned to Thursday (13). 


Last witness of Wednesday (12) | did the talking. 


Moskowitz’s opinions were highly 
regarded by Zanuck and final judg- 
ments were repeatedly left to him. 
He was also generally considered a 
shrewd judge of talent and story 
values by the trade and an able bar- 
gainer, 


| 


| Zombies,’ 


Location-hunt in the jungles of 


between | timating it was an attempt to cover | northern Florida was for ‘Witch in 
Schenck and the club management) 4, the deal, but the witness stated | the Wilderness,’ novel by Desmond | 
through the witness, but Sackman | that there was no significance to the | Holdridge which Vidor bought per- 


sonally about two years ago and has 
since turned over to Metro. Vidor 





Berke Produces, Starrett 
Stars in ‘Medico’ Series’ 


Hollywood, March 18. | 


William Berke, former producer of 
Gene Autry westerns, and Charles 
Starrett, cowboy star, have been | 
signed by Columbia for a new series 
of 22 pictures based on the leading 
character in James Rubel’s novel, 
‘The Medico of Painted Springs.’ | 

Jack Fier produces the first, using | 
the novel’s title, after which Berke | 
takes over. Three are slated for Co- | 
lurbia’s 1940-41 program, 10 for 1941- | 
42 and nine for 1942-43. Second of | 
the current season is ‘The Medico 
Rides’ and third is ‘The Medico Hits | 
the Trail.’ 














RKO’s ‘Eyes on Brazil’ 
Ist of 3 Anti-Nazi Shorts 


Three shorts dealing with Nazi ac- | 
tivities in South America have been 
nearly completed by RKO with one, 
‘Eyes on Brazil,’ now ready for re- 
lease. Subjects were made by Pathe 
News-shorts production staff. with 
Julien Bryan, who made ‘Siege.’ the | 
film depicting the fall of Warsaw, 
doing the narration. 

‘Eyes on Brazil’ shows the ex- | 
tent of Nazi activities in that coun- 
try and centers on the report that | 
there are 1,200 German schools with | 
aS many Teutonic teachers employed 
in Brazil. The Nazi dominance in 
Chile where the U. S. has millions 
invested is revealed in ‘The Swastika 
in Chile’ while ‘What’s Happening 
in Argentina?’- covers the ‘judgment 
movement,’ reputedly the initial step 
in Nazi military training. 





The Little Woman’s Inning 





Hollywood, March 18. 
Scott Dunlap sent ‘Widows of the 
Press’ into production at the Talis. 
man studio for Monogram release. 
Phil Rosen is directing Jean Parker 
and Wallace Ford in the top roles. 
Two more Monogram pictures 
‘Phantom Monster’ and ‘King of the 

go into work this week, 


| laugh. 

| I hear you've had a snowstorm in N. Y. It kinda makes me homesick. 
| When it would snow we would duck in from in front of the Palace to Wol- 
pins and get a cup of java and coffee cake and spend two hours over it. 


Th2 coffee was cold, but the place was warm. 
q| Ordered apple pie, and Mary, the waitress, sez: ‘We have no apple pie.’ 
Which was the laugh for the day. 
| wanted those days, just a laugh and a half week’s work. Nobody worried 


Then Frisco sed ‘Fake it.’ 


I remember the time Frisco 


That's all we 


about income taxes; that is, nobody we knew. 


Best to the gang, and take a hunk 


yourself, c« 


Your pal, 


Lefty. 


Alfred McCosker sez: ‘A thief who finds no opportunity to steal con- 


siders himself an honest man.’ 


Bennett Wins His Spurs 
Hollywood, March 18. 

Hugh Bennett was upped from film 
editor to director at Paramount, with 
‘Henry For President,’ an Aldrich 
Family feature, as his first assign- 
ment. 

Promotion of Bennett follows that 
of Ted Tetzlaff, recently advanced 
from cameraman to pilot on ‘World 
Premiere.’ 


WRITING MILL AT 20TH 





PEAK LOADED WITH 48 3. Yates, tor ‘Rep, in’ Kansas. City, 





Hollywood, March 18. 
New record for writers at 20th- 
Fox was established by the signing 


|of Jules Furthman, Anne Morrison 


Chapin and Joan Harrison, fetching 

the scrivener roster up to 48. 
Furthman is scripting his own 

story, ‘Too Much for One Man.’ Miss 


Chapin is working on ‘Private Con- 


fusion’ and Miss Harrison is doing a 
polishing job on ‘The Bucharest 
Ballerina Murders.’ 


Wotta Chance for That 
‘New Face’ Ballyhooey 


Girl and boy who have never be- | 


fore been on the screen are being 
sought by David O. Selznick for a 
buildup, 
Joan Fontaine, 


Vivien Leigh and 
Ingrid Bergman. 


His staff has been 


| interviewing and making screen tests 
|of people both in New York and on 
_the Coast in an effort to locate the 
|pair the producer wants. 


Kay Brown, Selznick’s eastern 
talent and story scout, interviewed 
virtually the entire list of John Pow- 
ers models, male and 


tests. Search is now concluded, with 
film shipped to the Coast for Selz- 
nick’s scrutiny and choice. 

What picture the newcomers are to 
go into, Selznick office won't Say. 
Tentatively, next on his slate is ‘Jane 
Eyre’ and he also recently bought 
‘Claudia,’ Broadway legiter. 


similar to his trick with | 


female, and | 
| optioned several people after screen 


REPUBLIC FILMING 
HARRIS’ ‘ICECAPADES’ 


John H. Harris, Pittsburgh theatre 
op, ‘has closed a deal with Republic 
|} to film his ‘Icecapades,’ rink show, 
| late in May. 

Ice show played last week in 
Kansas City, ending Saturday night 
(15), where Harris released the team 
of Cliff and Rona Thaell, substituting 

| Megan and Phil Taylor. 
| Deal was closed over weekend by 
| Harris, for Arena Managers Ass'n, 





where show was playing. Joseph 
| Santley will direct picture and it 
will be produced by Robert North. 





| DULL FILM TRADING 


Griffis’ 1,000 Shares of Paramount 
the Major Transaction 





Washington, March 18. 

Dull month on the film exchange 
was recorded today (18) by the Se- 
| curities & Exchange Commission. 

Sale of 1,000 shares of Paramount 
stock, purchase of 60 shares of 
Loew’s Boston Theatres and a slight 
dabbling in Consolidated Film In- 
dustries comprised the total trans- 
actions in the motion picture field 
during January. 

Stanton Griffis, New York direc- 
tor, picked up 1,000 of Par’s $1 par 
common, to bring his total holdings 
to 7,500 shares. Loew’s, Inc., of New 
York—the parent company—in- 
creased its holdings of $25 par com- 
mon of Loew’s Boston Theatres to 
117,847 shares. 

A belated report showed that 
| Walter P. Stevens, of Scranton, Pa., 
| purchased 153 shares of Consoli- 
dated $1 par common in December 
| and subsequently dropped 500 shares 
of the same stock, leaving him with 
; a total of 59 shares. 

One hundred shares of General 
| Theatres Equipment Company cap- 
ital no par value stock was dropped 
during January by H. B. LaRue, 

New York officer. LaRue retains 
| 500 shares, 
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Mols. Exhibs Aver Public's Turning 
To Amusements Other Than Films 





+ 





Minneapolis, March 18. 

Exhibitors here say evidence is 
piling up that local public is turn- 
{ng more and more away from films 
to other forms of amusement, 
While picture and vaudfilm thea- 
tres have been ’way off during re- 
rent months and now seemingly 
are dragging bottom, despite closing 
of Minnesota which eliminated 4,000 
loop seats, a tremendous amount of 
money is being spent for opposition 
entertainment. And this diversion 
of funds is believed responsible for 
the relatively poor or, at least, un- 
satisfactory boxoffice showings here. 

In six days, week before last, the 
Shriners’ Indoor circus at the Audi- 
torium pulled a record $43,000 for 
12 performances, copping a stupen- 
dous $12,000 on Saturday alone. And 
the ‘Ice Follies,’ finishing a two- 
weeks’ Arena engagement, turned 
‘em away from the 5,000-seater at 
every one of the 14 nights and four 
matinees, with the gross soaring to 
an approximate $90,000. 

Same goes for bowling alleys, 
which have sprung up like mush- 
rooms and usually are packed to 
capacity from morning until late 
at night. The ABC tournament also 
seems to be pulling people away 
from the showhouses and, although 
bringing thousands of visitors to the 
Twin Cities, apparently is harmful, 
instead of helpful, to the boxoffices. 


The combined Builders and Flower | 


show at the Auditorium is attracting 
heavy patronage to the Auditorium 
this week. 
Burlesque Good 
Moreover, burlesque, considered 


outside of the general run of thea- | 
is enjoy-| 


trical entertainment, too, 
ing a revival of popularity here. In 
a new home for this form of amuse- 
ment in Minneapolis, the Alvin, a 
former legit roadshow and drama- 
tic stock house in the heart of the| 
loop, Harry Hirsch and Harry| 


Katz, veteran burleycue-impressarios, | 
have just launched a season of stock | 


burlesque. They grossed $6,500 the 
initial week, with Ann Corio as 
guest star, and 
canto when Noel Carter was fea- 
tured. 
record for stock burlesque in recent 
years here. Hirsch and Katz sev- 
eral months ago had tried a vaud- 


film policy in the same theatre with | 


very disastrous financial results. 

A seven-week whirl at vaudfilm 
at the 4,000-seat Minnesota this 
winter resulted in an approximate 
$14,000 loss for its sponsors and a 
year ago, at the same house, the 
owners took it on the chin solidly | 
with the same policy. A week be- 
fore last the Orpheum 
‘International Casino Revue’ on the'! 
stage, and ‘You're the One,’ the film 
offering, grossed only $8,000. Last 
week, with another fine stage show, 
including Jane Froman and Gray 
Gordon the headliners, and ‘Hud- 
son’s Bay’ on the screen, takings 
were a meagre $7,500. 

Ditto in Ohio 
Columbus, March 18. 

P. J. Wood, ITO of Ohio secretary, 
in an attempt to explain the reasons 
for the b.o. lagging when all other 


lines of business are booming, has | 


compiled the most comprehensive 
tax data ever made available to the 
industry re the Buckeye state. If 
standard business barometers (relief, 
unemployment, tax collections) are 
accepted as criterions of conditions, 


then total theatre grosses should be | 


up approximately 10%. However, 


for the first 10 months of 1940, as} 


compared to the same period one 
year previous, an advance of but 
slightly more than 234% was re- 
corded. 

Despite this increase, the average 
Ohio theatre for 1940 took in $35,312 
at the b.o.; in 1939, the average was 
$37,413.26, indicating a drop of over 
$2,000 per theatre. Wood attributes 
this to ‘too many theatres.’ In 1939, 
Ohio had one theatre for each 7,875 
persons; last year, one for each 7,162, 


and in 1941 the ratio will be even | 


less. 


Of recent months’ exhibitors 


throughout the state have reported | 


to the ITO of stiff competition from 
bowling and bingo, neither of which 
pay the admission tax 


Going High Hat? 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Charlie Chaplin started some- 
thing when he announced that 
his next role would be played in 
evening duds. Museums through- 
out the country have sent in 
requests for his old wardrobe, 
but the comedian has turned 
them down, with one exception. 

He is lending his shoes, hat 
and cane to a Detroit depart- 
ment store for display. There 
are only two sets. 








GROUP STEPS 
UP ACTIVITY 


Film industry’s Committee Co- 
operating For National Defense this 
month is stepping up its activity, 








$5,400 the second | 


This is a fortnight boxoffice | 


following a couple of months spent 
on preparatory work. First two com- 
| prehensive releasing jobs on Gov- 
ernment-made films are well under 
| way, one being on army recruiting 
|trailers and the other, ‘Power For 
Defense,’ one-reel short made by the 
National Defense Advisory Commis- 
sion. 

| With the picture business’ national 
| defense activities swinging into ac- 
tion, leading representatives of the 
National Coordinating Committee, 
| headed by George J. Schaefer, chair- 


'man, and Francis S. Harmon, co- 
|ordinator, last week outlined in- 
| dustry needs at Washington huddles. 
| These are said to have stressed the 
|realistic requirements of newsreel 
producers and editors in carrying the | 
| defense story to the public with the | 
minimum of delay. This follows | 
| newsreel confabs recently to ascer- | 
tain their requirements and any 


FILM DEFENSE 


Studios 





| 


flaws in the present setup encoun- | 


tered in covering the nation’s defense | 
activity. 

| Quite generally understood that 
| the industry's committee is 


| pleased with the factual reporting by 


|fense preparations. Rated the out- 
standing treatment of the defense | 
problem, expressions from commit- | 
tee members are that the reels pro- 
|vided actual visualization of the 
Government defense effort—some- 
thing that could not have been placed 
before the public in any other way. 

This screen reporting has covered 
| activity in armament plants, airplane 
factories and ammunition establish- 
ments which have been more effec- 
tive than preachments, written pleas 
or verbal blasts. Industry reps were 
informed, it is understood, that there 
should be no overlapping by Govern- 
ment film agencies which might bog 
down this admittedly magnificent 
coverage. 


Schenck on Defense Pix 
The film industry is making some 
35 features and an undetermined 
number of shorts, backing the fed- 
eral government's ‘all out’ defense 


PRODS. DROP HOURLY PLAN 


+ 
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WEEKLY WAGE 
BAGlO AGAIN 


Revert to Former 
Status for Key Workers— 
George E. Browne’s Ad- 
vice, by Phone, From 
Florida Switches Policy 





-— —— 


IATSE INTERCEDES 





Hollywood, March 18. 


Producers yesterday (Monday) 





abandoned their plan to put hun-| 
dreds of key studio workers on an 
{hourly wage and reverted to the' 


LOEWS $500,000 


idea of a weekly status. Switch was 
made after George E. Browne, Inter- 
national ‘Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees president, phoned orders 
from Miami for the union members 
to embrace the work status provided 
in the organization’s basic agreement 
with the major studios. He also de- 
clared that the IATSE would inter- 
cede for various of its locals and rep- 
resent them at wage-hour hearings 
here on March 25 on protests regard- 





ing disputed classifications. 

Joseph Padway, attorney for the 
AFL and IATSE, is coming here from 
Washington to represent the union- 
ists at the hearing. Understanding 
is that Browne will demand the 
mintaining of the status quo pending 
outcome of the negotiations between 
the IATSE and the studios. It is re- 
ported that the IATSE prez is dis- 
pleased with the wage-hour setup | 


worked out by Fred Pleton, producer | 
representative, and told IATSE 
heads in the east that the union will 
negotiate only with Pat Casey, pro- 
ducer-labor contact. He said no 
changes should have been made 
without consulting the International. 


Spread the Work 


Company representatives said the 
new plan would cost them more coin, 
but that it would result in a greater 
spread of employment. Union heads | 
charged it was a conspiracy to lower 
wage scales. They claimed it would | 
materially reduce weekly earnings | 
and would give only a few additional | 
workers employment, 


The major companies take the po- 
sition that the current six-hour day 
was established years ago with the 
| idea of spreading employment. They 





| contend that with hundreds of men | 
| leaving the industry for defense pro- | 


well | 


gram projects, there is no longer any 


need for the short day. 


| re ; , e- 
with the| the five American newsreels on d | 


| 


work, 


ment in high 


policy, Joseph M. Schenck, chairman | 


of the board of 20th Century-Fox, 
stated last week. 


|mm. projectors. 


‘The film world is! study 


solidly behind President Roosevelt’s | 


national defense campaign with all | 


the resources it can muster and it is 
the intention of the industry to co- 
operate with 
whatever manner it is able, to make | 
this country a better and safer place 
, to live in,’ Schenck said. 


and Republic, have pledged at least 
one feature and one short each. 
Present plans call for an expenditure 
in excess of $10,000,000 on the pro- 
,; gram. 


the Government in | 


The executive declared that each | 
|of the eight majors, plus Monogram | 


‘ 


; tures. 


With hundreds of laborers, car- 
| penters and painters deserting the 
picture industry for Government 
members of Studio tility 


| Employes Local 724 have been work- 


ing double shifts. L. C. Helm, busi- 
ness representative of Local 724, said 
present indications pointed toward a 
scarcity of building trades workers 
as soon as the Government projects 
get into full swing with the return of 
clear weather, 


14,890 PROJECT ORS 
NOW IN U.S. SCHOOLS 


of film 


| Metro 
| made 


Survey projection equip- 
schools and colleges 
throughout the country made by the 
Department of Commerce, shows 12.- 


443 16-mm. projectors and 2,447 35- 


Comparison with a 
made four years ago shows 
16-mm. projectors up about 1,000% 

Of the 16-mm. machines, 6,059 are 
Silent and 6,384 sound. Of the 35s, | 
1,624 are silent and 823 sound 


Metro’s 11, Peak Load 
Hollywood, March 18. 
Metro is currently at its highest 


production level in six months, 
Cameras are grinding on 11 pic- 





| the $1,.200.000 suit 


| representation. 


| tributing his 


and the company 


Welles’ Threat to Raise ‘Kane’ Puts 
Him in Spot Between Odlum-Schaefer 





Oscaring Their Own 





Hollywood, March 18. 

William Gargan missed out on 
an Academy award in the sup- 
porting player class hut his film 
work for the past year hasn’t 
gone entirely unrewarded. Last 
Saturday night he was gifted 
with a statue of St. Patrick by 
the Gaelic Society of America 
for being the ‘outstanding’ Irish 
actor. 

Femme award went to Geral- 
dine Fitzgerald, who was ku- 
dosed with a statuette of St. 
Bridget. 








COUNTERCLAIM 
VS. ROACH 


Loew's, Inc.. and Metro filed a 
counterclaim and denial in N. Y. fed- 
eral court yesterday (Tuesday) to 
against them by 
Hal Roach Studios, Inc. The film 
companies seek $500,000 damages in 
the counter-action, 

Roach dis- 
1926. 


charged that Loew’s, 
product since 


| overcharged him, gave him no credit 
for sale of prints as junk, charged off | 


money for prints, and gave him no 
rebate on Canadian contracts on | 
which Loew’s received a rebate. 

The film company says, in rebuttal, 
that Roach violated his contract with | 
it by falsely representing that his 
(Roach’s) production costs were 
larger than they actually were, and 
also wrongfully included in produc- 
tion costs sundry items which were 
prohibited. 
termine the amount would be 
through an examination of Roach’s | 
| books and records, Loew's and Metro | 
state, but it is claimed the amount 
is in excess of $500,000. 

Under the contract Metro ad- 
vanced monies to Roach for produc- 
tion which was charged off against 
receipts. 

The answer consists of a denial of 
the substantial portions of the 
charges and then raises two de- 
fenses. The first of these is that any 
part of the action which seeks dam- 
ages for actions prior to 1934 must 
be dismissed under the statute of | 
limitations, which bans all] claims | 
prior to seven years before the com- | 
mencement of an action. 

Secondly, it is claimed Roach is 
estopped since the first and subse- 
quent contracts are practically all 
the same.- Metro disclosed fully how 
costs and deductions were deter- 
mined, and items listed to Roach, 
claims that since 
producer object, 

relying. on his acceptance, 
subsequent contracts which 
would not have entered if there hac 


at no time did the 


fu ee 


been any doubt as to their accept- 
ability. } 

First contract was made March 16, | 
1926 A dismissa] of the suit is 


asked. 


Par Goes on Parade 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Jackie Cooper and June Preisser 
draw co-starring spots in ‘Paramount 
om Parade,’ filmusical to be produced 
at that studio by Sol C. Siegel from 
script by Bradford Ropes. 


Picture goes into work late in 


| May. 


M.0.T. -RKO RENEWAL TALK 
Although March of Time’s dis- 
tribution deal with RKO has two 
more years to run, M. of T. recently 
has been negotiating 
sion of the original pact. 

Thus far no new contract has been 
signatured, according to word at 
March of Time headquarters. 


| RKO prez, 


+ 
. 


Immediate future for Orson 
Welles’ ‘Citizen Kane’ appears 
bleak, with indications that RKO is 
planning to give it a brushoff unless 
Welles’ threat of court action 
causes some other move. Produce 
er’s announcement last week that 
his attorney is preparing suit has 
brought no official reaction from 
RKO. However, George J. Schaefer, 
is said to have called 
Welles from Hollywood Saturday 
(15) and told him: 

‘I'm coming to 


New York next 





| week. Don’t do anything legal until 


I arrive. I'll take it up once more 


; With the board of directors when I 


get there.’ 

Schaefer is slated to plane into 
Manhattan tomorrow (Thursday), 
| There’s no board meeting scheduled, 
however, until March 31, which ap- 
| parently means two more weeks at 
least in the cans for ‘Kane.’ Delaying 
the picture are asserted objections 
by William Randolph Hearst that it 
too closely parallels his own life. 


Whether the board meeting will be 





claiming false 
| 


| steps 


| Sister Eileen,’ 


for an exten- |, 


decisive is another question, as Floyd 
Odlum left Sunday (16) on a vaca- 
tion that his office said would last 
until about April 5. Odlum, as presi- 
dent of Atlas Corp., is said to vire 
tually control the Hearst empire and 
is also a major factor in RKO. 


Tinker-to-Evers-to-Chance? 


While on one hand, Odlum is re- 


ported to have the final word on 
whether ‘Kane’ is released or not, 
other 


sources quote him as saying 
he has taken no position on it and is 
leaving everything up to Schaefer, 
| Latter is said to have declared that 
nothing can be done with ‘Kane’ as 
long as there is a difference of 
opinion within RKO on releasing it. 


Schaefer has been showing the pic- 


| ture to various studio heads on the 
| Coast and is understood to want to 


| see it released—with a $5.50 preem. 
The only way to de-| 


Welles said in New York Monday 


| (17) that he had heard that RKO is 


going to remake scenes to tone the 
film down. He declared he will take 
immediate legal action to stop such 
if the reports should prove 
true. He also denied that his backers 
in his effort to buy the film from 
RKO include Henry R. Luce, prez of 
Time, Inc. Luce and Hearst have 
never been friendly and Time and 


| Life last week both gave favorable 


notices to ‘Kane,’ 
previews, 


following sneaked 


Weisl, Odlum on Coast 
Hollywood, March 18 
Ed Weis], counsel and Paramount 
board member, is here for confabs 
with Floyd Odlum at the latter's 
desert home near Indio. 
Weis] also is personal barrister 


for Odlum who is due in tomorrow. 


WARMUP AT COL. FOR 
GORDON BEFORE ‘EILEEN’ 


Hollywood, 

Max Gordon moved into the Co- 

lumbia studio to start work under 
his new contract as producer. 

Although slated to produce ‘My 

it is likely that Gordon 

will make another feature before 


March 18. 


| filming the Broadway show. 





Par Tags Monte Brice 


_ For Fleet’s’ Script Re-Do 





Hollywood, March 18. 
Monte Brice has been signed by 
Paramount to again do the screen- 
play on the remake of ‘The Fleet's 
In,’ soon to go into ae with 
Bing Crosby, Bob Hope and Dorothy 


Lamour playing the lead roles. 
Original screen version, for 
Brice did the script, 
Jackie and 
i th e principal 


which 
had Clara Bow, 
James Hall portraying 


parts, 
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RKO Makes Sat. the 


Policy; B.O. Values Still Indeterminate 


Exception to 9 P.M. 








Policy of No. 1 features at 9 or 
9:30 p.m. may resolve itself down 
to a six-day proposition, Saturday 
being the exception, in the opinion 
of theatre operators who are giving 
much thought to the proposition. 
The first step in this direction is 
being taken by RKO this Saturday 
(22), when 33 of its Greater New 
York houses will go back to the old 
scheme for that night aloi.e. 

According to John J. O’Connor, 
general manager of RKO, the late- | 
night crowds on Saturdays have 
caused holdouts and with small 
spills occurring at around 9 or 9:30, 
it has been necessary in many in- 
stances to make refunds. On the 
other nights of the week this doesn’t 
occur but O’Connor so far is of the | 
opinion that the 9 p.m. policy has 
meant nothing at the boxoffice. 
Meantime and pending further ex- 
periment there are no plans to ex- 
tend the policy. 

Speaking for Loew’s, which has 
the 9 p.m. plan in effect in 31 of its 
houses in the Metropolitan N. Y. 
area, C. C. Moskowitz, circuit opera- 
tor, says that it has not been possi- 
ble to determine as yet whether the 
change in scheduling has meant 
more money at the ticket windows. 
He points out that the variable 
weather has mattered as a factor 
and also that ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
has come along as a single-feature 
attraction, while, moreover, a pic- 
ture like ‘Philadelphia Story’ with 
its stout draught makes it diffcult to 
judge the situation. Moskowitz in- 
dicates that Loew’s will probably 
have a better line on the policy in 
two weeks or so but believes that 
the only reliable comparisons any- 
one can go by will be obtainable 
only after about six months of 
operation under the plan. He has 
no comment concerning a six-day 
operation of the policy. 

Paramount partners are giving 
consideration to the use of the 9 
o’o’clock procedure on scheduling 
in double-feature towns where that 
has not been done up to now. This 
is also true of Warner Bros., which 
has been experimenting in the New 
Jersey territory. It is single-bill in 
its most important operating zone, 
Philadelphia. 

Dualers Don’t Care 

One of the country’s leading 
operators, asking that he not be 
quoted, gives it.as his opinion that 
the type of patronage supporting 
double bills want to see two pictures 
and it doesn’t matter what time they 
g° to the theatre. 
executive thinks that the 9 pm. 
policy, while benefiting the class 
audiences, is not of important value 
because it is still the masses that de- 
sire the double-bills or else they 
wouldn’t be the existing policy in 
most sections of the country. 

A spokesman for the Brandt cir- 
cuit reports that the public reaction 
to the 9 p.m. top features in four of 
their houses appears to be excellent 
but that so far it is a tough thing to 
figure out whether it is counting at 
the b.o. 

Another thing the Brandt circuit 
has discovered is that the store- 
keepers represent an angle. Those 
that close early at around 10 and 
formerly slipped in to see the No. 1 
feature, are complaining because the 
lead film is now going on too early. 
Others that formerly stayed open 
untik mianight or later in order to 
get theatre crowds are now. getting 
them earlier and thus don’t have to 
remain “open so long. They like the 
policy. 











It’s Old Stuff te New England 
Portland, Me., March 18. 
Local exhibs are considerably 
amused by stir by someone's ‘dis- 


covery’ that starting the main fea- ! 


ture of a dual bill at or around 9 
p.m. makes for better-humored cus- 
tomers and therefore increased busi- 
ness. All first-run houses in this 
area have been timing their prin- 
cipal attraction for that hour for 
years, and none of the managers re- 
sponsible considers himself a genius 


for adopting a pretty obvious minor! times. with 


idea of policy. 

‘I had to read that piece in last 
week’s Variety three times before I| 
could convince myself that that was 
all there was to it,” remarked Harry 
Botwick, manager of the M. & P. 
State, largest house in northern New | 
England. ‘It’s old stuff to us. A re-| 
finement on the idea that we've prac- | 


| 


| will visit the Last Chance Saloon, 


This operating | 


Premiere On High Seas | 
For Warners’ ‘Sea Wolf’ 


Hollywood, March 18. 

World’s first sea-going film pre- 
miere is slated for March 21 aboard 
the S.S. America. Picture is ‘The 
Sea Wolf,’ a Warners production of 
the Jack London story, starring Ed- 
ward G: Robinson. 

First showing of the picture will 
be in the main salon after leaving 
Los Angeles, with a party of 150 
critics, players and studio execs 
looking on. At Oakland the gang 





where London used to hang out, and 
later will be guests at the London 
ranch in the Valley of the Moon, 
with the novelist’s widow, Charmain, 
as hostess. Special train fetches the 
party back to Hollywood March 24. 


COMMUNITY PARTIES 
HYPO ‘FANTASIA, HUB 


Boston, March 18. 

Community Nights, a new twist to 
the theatre-party type of promotion, 
is beginning to bear fruit here at the 
‘Fantasia’ boxoffice. Soon after the 
Disney film opened at the Majestic 
seven weeks ago the mail orders 
started to seep in from all over 
northern New England. David C. 
Atkins, handling special promotion 
| for Disney in New England, and Dick 
Condon, national director of special 
promotions for Disney, worked out 
the plan to cash in on the upstate in- 
terest in the picture. 

One or more patrons from a com- 
munity are invited to head a local 
movement to form a special party to 
‘Fantasia.’ 

Two railroads (Boston & Maine 
and Boston & Albany) are cooperat- 
ing in the promotion by offering a 
25% reduction in round trips for the 
parties. 


Omaha Gets Edge On 
‘Boys Town’ Sequel Bow 


Omaha, March 18. 

Omaha will simply have a one- 
day’s edge over the nation with a 
special deluxe performance of ‘Men 
of Boys Town’ at the Omaha theatre 
April 9. Plans for a fancy preview 
with stars, speeches, etc. were 
dropped because, largely, it’s Holy 
Week. Picture is expected to run at 

















Griffith-Par Also Have 
The Nassau Preem Idea 


While Gabriel Pascal's ‘Major 
Barbara’ is set for its world-preem 
in Nassau tomorrow (Thursday), E. 
H. Griffith, producer and director of 
Paramount’s ‘One Night in Lisbon,’ 
ig dickering for the island for a 
repeat with his entry. 

Griffith is on his way to the Ba- 
hama Islands capital to arrange for 
the first showing of his picture there 
if negotiations are worked out. 
Meanwhile, he will look over pos- 
sible location sites for his next film, 
‘Dildo Cay,’ on a Bahamian island. 
Pascal's film, said to be somewhat 
British propaganda, is being spon- 
sored by the Duke and Duchess of 
Windsor. 


N.Y. MPTO WARNS ON 
‘INDUSTRY AGITATORS’ 


The Motion Picture Theatre Own- 
ers of New York St te, which is 
planning a convention in June, 
makes the charge that ‘industry agi- 
ators’ are again in the field trying to 


enlist its members in a new exhib 
organization. It does not mentich 
the organization nor those who are 
behind it. 


In a bulletin to members,, the 
MPTO of N. Y. says that ‘from the 
experience of some of our members 
with former similar organizations, 
all exhibitors should be cautioried 
against such approaches to them 
made by alleged exhibitor organiza- 
tions, the purposes of which are of 
questionable character and which 
do not have the true interests of the 
exhibitor at heart. It adds that 
‘responsibility for what appears to 
be the most onerous burdens of the 
consent decree can be directly at- 
tributed to the ill-advised mareuver- 
ing of such so-called exhibitor or- 
ganizations.’ 

For its June convention the MPTO 
of N. Y., affiliated with the Motion 
Picture Owners of America, plans 
having production and diStribution 
prominents on hand. A. C. Hayman, 
independent exhib of Buffalo, is 
president. 


Hayman’s organization makes note 
of the fact that it is news of comfort 
to exhibs that the American Arbi- 
tration Assn. has set the fee for 
arbitrators at no more than $10 a 
day, whereas the decree provided 
for a maximum of $50. 














Smith Short Lands Plenty 


Of Space in Coast Daily 
Los Angeles, March 18. 
Believed to be the greatest 





|least two weeks. Father Flanagan 
! will be only notable present aside 
| from local biggies. 

| Metro plans a special Hollywood 
| preview of the picture on April 2 
with Bishop James Hugh Ryan, of 
'}Omaha, Father Flanagan and Mrs. 
| Eleanor Roosevelt guests of honor. 


Weitman Handling ‘Wings’ 


Bob Weitman, managing director 
| of the Paramount, N. Y., will be in 








Wanted Wings’ at the Astor. Pic- 
ture opens there Wednesday night 
| (26) at $2 top, giving two shows 
weekdays and three on Saturdays- 
Sundays. 

The Buchanan agency, covering 
| the Par account, will handle the run 
|and has been authorized to spend 
| $25,000 on advance and first week. 

| Par has the Astor for eight weeks, 
| with options. Film will be delivered 
} on this year’s contracts, it is un- 
| derstood, with general release prob: 
ably to occur sometime in August. 





| ance of the program, advertising 
| that an entire show can be seen with 
an arrival at that hour.’ Similarly on 
| any other night that business war- 
| rants it.’ 

Two local dailies provide a box 
on their amusement pages wherein 
all exhibs detail their unreeling 
even newsreels and 
| Shorts tabbed down to the last min- 
ute. 

9 P.M. OK for 2 in Omaha 
Omaha, March 18. 

Orpheum (Tristates) here, one of 
the first to try out the schedule call- 
ing for showing of principal feature 
of 9 p.m. instead of last, finds it 


| charge of the roadshow run of 1 | 


| amount of space ever corralled in a 
| metrepolitan daily newspaper for a 
| one-reel film subject, Pete Smith's 
| ‘Penny to the Rescue,’ accrued to 
| Hal Elias of the Metro exploitation 
| staff, working with the Fox-West 
| Coast publicity department. Tie-in 
| with the Examiner netted two-and- 
| a-half pages of publicity and adver- 
| tising, space that many present-day 
| features would be glad to annex. 
Prudence Penny, of the Examiner 
| staff, portrays the lead in the Smith 
short, and this is played up in an 
eight-column banner line, with a 
few co-op ads making up the bal- 
|}ance of the page. Another full- 
|page is devoted to a ‘men cooks’ 
| contest. On top of these two full 
pages a half-page ad on ranges gives 
prominent mention to the Smith 


Academy Award winner and to the | 


cooking contest. 


WB Sales Execs West 


For the purpose of discussing pro- 
| duction for the balance of this sea- 
|son, the consent decree and plans 
j thereunder for 1941-42 and other 
| matters, a contingent of home office 
Warner executives left yesterday 
(Tues.) for the Coast. 


Included Grad Sears, Carl Leser- 
| man, Mort Blumenstock, Roy Haines, 
| Ben Kalmenson and Sam Schneider. 
| They will be on the Coast two 
| weeks. 





| 
; 
| 
| 
| 





| BURT CHAMPION’S SWITCH 
Burt Champion, daily newspaper 
and magazine contact in the United 
Artists press department, has re- 
|Signed to join the new freelance 
|publicity setup of Lynn Farnol, 


ticed with some success is the ‘Ow] | works out satisfactorily. The Omaha | !°Tmer UA pub-ad head. 


Show.’ Every Saturday night we fol- | 
low the around-9 p.m. unreeling 
of the major picture with the bal-| 


has followed. 


Joe Clair, former clipping boy in 


Brandeis (Singer) is still seated b> UA department, upped to fea- 


to the old plan. 


ture writer. 


——= 


18 Consolidated Theatres Sold 
To Julius Joelson; Other Briefs 





J.J. Theatres, Inc. (Julius Joelson) 
this week took over operation of 
Consolidated Amusement’ Enter- 
prises, Inc., comprising 18 picture 
theatres in midtown Manhattan and 
the Bronx, N. Y. Joelson, very 
wealthy, is said to have laid a very 
large sum of cash on the line in ob- 
taining the Consolidated _ string. 
Amount not mentioned. Joelson pre- 
viously owned and operated the Joel- 
son circuit in New England plus 17 
theatres in New York, selling out in 
1929, just before the slump, to Fox 
Metropolitan Theatres. 

A year ago Joelson sold out seven 
houses in Massachusetts in Arling- 
ton, Falmouth, Somerville and Taun- 
ton to Paramount. One which he 
owned in Fall River was disposed of 
independently. 

Transaction for Consolidated was 
made with V.aurence S. Bolognino 
and Max Richter, who operated for 
nearly 20 years. Circuit includes the 
Bryant (formerly the Cameo) on 
West 42d street; and the Arena, 
Times and Tivoli on 8th Avenue in 
the Times Square area. Of these, 
Only the Tivoli, 1,443 capacity, is 
rated a large operation in Manhat- 


n. 

In the Bronx, the circuit has the 
Casino, Avalon, Kingsbridge, Fleet- 
wood, Ogden, Earl, Jerome, Luxor, 
Mt. Eden, Forum (2,230-seater, re- 
cently closed) and Oxford, all 1,000 
or more seats. It also has smaller op- 
erations in the Surrey, Kent and 
Ascot. 

Brokers handling the deal were 
Strauss & Tannhauser, with Attorney 
Louis Nizer representing Joelson. 
Harold Klein, formerry of the Co- 
calis circuit, will be booker and 
buyer. Joelson is president and gen- 
eral manager, while Paul Josephs, a 
New Jersey theatreman, will serve 
as assistant to Joelson. New group 
took actual possession of Consoli- 
dated on Sunday (16). 





Tri-States’ Realignment 
Omaha, March 18. 
Under shifts announced Monday 
(17) by Tri-States management, Don 


past year and a half, goes to manage 
Capitol, Davenport; Ted Emerson, 
publicity chief for Tri-States in Ne- 
braska district, becomes manager of 
the Omaha. Dale McFarland shifts 
from Davenport to Des Moines to be 
in Dorothy Day’s publicity office. 

Changes announced by general 
manager Ralph G. Branton into effect 
March 28. 





Brown in Canadian Air Force 
Yorkton, Sask., March 18. 
Forrest Plumb, Wilkie, Sask., re- 
places Elliott D. Brown as manager 
of the Roxy, Yorkton. Brown has 
been called to Saskatoon for service 
with the Royal Canadian Air Force. 





Asst. Manager’s Screen Test 
Denver, March 18. 








Robert Dane, assistant manager at 
the Ogden, who was signed by 20th- 
| Fox after a screen test, is back on 
| his job here, and awaiting a call. 

Si Gertz, manager of the Egyptian 
}and publicity director for the Civic 
| theatres, has passed his physical ex- 
| amination, and expects to be called 
;soon for his one-year stretch in the 
|army. Brian Hendricks, purchasing 
| agent for the Victory, left for El 
| Paso for military duty. 

The Trail, Deertrail, Colo., drop- 


Saturdays and Sundays only. 

Forty one organ pipes were stolen 
from the Denver theatre by thieves 
who filed a padlock. Police are of 
the opinion the pipes were stolen for 
the lead and zinc in them. 

Walter Wanger will be guest of 
| honor at the Founder's Day Banquet 





|and celebration of the Rocky Moun- | 


| tain Screen Club in Denver, March 
| Fred Morton, formerly here as 
|ERPI representative, back as sales- 
man for UA. 

Gilbert Martinez, office manager 
and booker of the Coppel exchange, 
made assistant head of Latin-Ameri- 
can export division of the Colorado 
Fuel & Iron Co. 

New theatre is being opened at 
| Lowry Field here. The spot, an air 
school for the U. S. Army, will be 
headquarters for about 11,000 men 
by end of year. 





Carmichael with PRC 
Washington, March 18. 
William Carmichael, former dis- 
trict manager for United Artists, 
joined sales staff, of local PRC ex- 
change. George Gill is PRC fran- 
chise-holder here. 





Jimmy Keefe OK Again 

; Spokane, March 18. 

Jimmy Keefe, away from theatre 
| business for more than a year be- 
| cause of illness, and now fully re- 
| covered, has returned to his former 
| position as assistant to the city man- 
| ager of the Evergreen theatres (Al 
Baker). Fred Hooper, who has been 
| assistant manager at the State, has 
| taken the same position at the Fox. 
| George Hutchins, who formerly 
operated the Dishman theatre at 





| Dishman, Wash., purchased the Lib- 


Allen, manager of the Omaha for | 


ping from four days a week to} 


erty, Wilbur, Wash., and renamed it 
the Roxy. 

Bob Hutchins, who managed the 
Liberty, Mullen, Ida., purchased the 
Liberty. Plains, Mont. 

Theatre at Sweetgrass, Mont., re- 
cently burned down with the entire 
business section, will be rebuilt. 





Ernie Rose’s Spot 


Seattle, March 18. 
Ernie Rose new manager of Roose- 
velt (Sterling) succeeding Bill Keat- 
ing, who goes to the suburban Gran. 
ada as house mgr. Jerry Meyers, for 
years at the Granada, transferred 
downtown by Sterling. 





Buffalo Briefs 
Buffalo, March 18. 

Stanley Mittlefehldt promoted to 
assistant house manager under Wil- 
liam Brett at Shea’s Buffalo. 

Lyric, Binghamton, operated for 
many years by the late George King, 
has been acquired from the King 
Estate and added to the Commerford 
Circuit. 

John Finley of the Victoria, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., acting manager at the 
20th Century (Dipson) during the 
current health sojourn of Richard 
Kemper in Florida. 

Charles Boasberg, RKO district 
manager at Cleveland and formerly 
branch manager here, announced en- 
gagement to Elizabeth Strauss of 
Cleveland. 

John Patterson resigned after five 
years as assistant to William Brett, 
manager of Shea’s Buffalo. 

John Mikulski becomes accessories 
manager at Universal, succeeding 
William Meyer, who has taken over 
the management of the Ellen Terry. 

Philip Smith leased new 1,200-seat 
house to be built in Brighton, suburb 
of Rochester. Theatre, to be opened 
Labor Day, will be booked by 
George Smith. 

James McKernan being transferred 
as manager by the Gammels from 
the Ariel to the Columbia, succeed- 
ing Burt Buchanan. 

Del Rio, Falconer, closed indefi- 
nitely by B. Allshouse. 

Wedding anniversary (25th) of 
John Roberts, chief booker of Com- 
merford circuit, celebrated with nu- 
merous Buffalo film men in attend- 
ance. 

Clayton Eastman, Albany Para- 
mount branch manager, who with 
his two salesmen and office staff 
came to Buffalo for a joint meeting 
with the local Paramount force, was 
stricken ill while here and spent sev- 
eral days in a hospital before being 
able to return to Albany. 

Daniel Hartwick replacing Harold 
Wackett as manager of the Strand, 
Niagara Falls. 

Grand, Westfield, reopening by 
Kellar & Blakely, having been re- 
built after recent complete destruc- 
tion by fire. New house will seat 
800. 

Recent army recruits from local 
theatrical circles include William 
Allbach, former office manager of 
| Republic; Eugene Gorman, Shea’s; 
Richard Bremmer, Basil Bros.; Rich- 
ard Pfeiffer, Warners; Dick Hayman, 
Cataract-Strand, Niagara Falls. 

Palace, Clifton Springs, closed for 
month by M. Halleck. 

Harry Rockowitz succeeds John 
Kennedy as assistant manager of 
Dipson’s 20th Century. 

Star, Tonawanda, reopening after 
| remodeling by Dipson Theatres, Inc. 
Lou Levitch appointed manager at 
| Schine’s Granada. 

Opening of new 1,780-seat Oswego, 
|at Oswego, by Schine, attended by 
(Continued on page 18) 








'Fabian’s Radio Plugging 
Troy, N. Y., March 18. 

Fabian theatres in Troy, Albany 
'and Schenectady, this week took to 
\the air with a quarter-hour nightly 
| program broadcast over WTRY. Con- 
sists of five-minute transcribed (NBC 
Thesaurus) Hollywood stanzas by 
Stella Unger and other chatter as 
well as program billings by an- 
nouncer Al Parker. 

First time this setup has been em- 
ployed hereabouts by a circuit or an 
individual theatre. 








Seltzer Joins AMPP 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Frank Seltzer, former publicist for 
|Hal Roach, checked in yesterday 
| (Mon.) as a member of the public 
/relations department of the Associla- 
; tion of Motion Picture Producers 
Rdach studio is coasting unt! April 
. Meanwhile Seltzer’s brother, Jule: 
| is handling the press relations there. 
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Chi Steady But Not Brilliant: 
Tobacco -Welk $41,000, Kildare’ 
Plus Vaude 196, ‘Smith’ $12,000 


Chicago, March 18. 

Trade in the loop is travelling 
along on a keel that is even and 
generally unexciting. There is no 
outstanding boxoffice in the town, 
but there is nothing which is causing 
any wrinkles in managers’ foreheads. 

Solid strength is being displayed 
by ‘Tobacco Road,’ which was banned 
here as a play after a week’s run a 
few years ago. Now in the Chicago 
as a picture, the reaction is ap- 
parently favorable, though the word- 
of-mouth is not about the picture as 
entertainment but rather as to its 
subject matter, which seems to be 
stunning a great many people. There 
is every indication that the public 
has even forgotten that the play was 
banned here, and what comment 
there is on the play itself refers to 
its current long run in N. Y. 

‘Fantasia’ remains in the Apollo 
with a disheartening midweek and 
matinee drop, but with good strength 
on the weekends. ‘Gone With the 
Wind’ also has great weekend 
stamina, and looks for a considerable 
stay in the Roosevelt. 

Palace is giving plenty of oxygen 
to ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ which 
started slowly. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Disney) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (4th wk). 
Developing midweek sag, which 
doesn’t bode well for its money 


future. Headed for maybe $9,000 
currently after okay $11,500 last 
week. 


Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 


‘Tobacco’ (20th) and stage show. 
Lawrence Welk orchestra adding 
considerably to general take. Busi- 


ness is strong currently and will hit 
$41.000, fine. Last week, ‘Strawberry’ 
(WB) managed neat $37,300, with Pat 
O’Brien on the stage. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—Strawberry’ (WB). Moved here 


for added loop time and will take | _‘pjictator’ 


down happy $5,000, best in this spot 
for some time. Last week, ‘Victory’ 
(Par), so-so $4,100. 


Oriental (Todd) (3,200; 28-44)— 
‘Road Show’ (Rep) and house-built 
unit on stage. House playing up 
girlie angles on the stage week after 
week, show being sold strictly from 
the s.a. point. Looks for $14,000, 
okay. Last week, ‘Pan American 
Follies’ unit accounted for real bulk 
of excellent money with ‘Dancing 
Dime’ (Par) at $17,200. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
‘Scattergood’ (RKO). Combination 


is all right, and with word-of-mouth 
will get $12,000, good. Last week, 
‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘La Zonga’ 
(RKO) finished three strong sessions 
to nifty $9.600. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Gone’ (M-G) (3d wk). Excel- 
lent weekend trade plus steady take 
keeping this one rolling along. Will 
gather $10,000 this week. after dras- 
ging down bang-un $11.700 last week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44)— 
‘Kildare Crisis’ (M-G) and vaude. 
George Jessel on stage is the big 
monev item throughout, with con- 
siderable aid from the Joe Reichman 
orchestra. Strong combination all 
around that is zooming the wicket to 
beautiful $19,000. Last week, ‘In- 
visible Woman’ (U) plus Mi't Britton 
band and Patricia Ells on stage, 
came up with healthy $17,100. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-F5-75--—‘Come Live’ (M-G) (3d 
wk). 
this week after having taken good 
$10.400 last week. Indicates that this 
is final session. 





TOBACCO’ $8,600 IN 
PORT: ‘EVE’ BIG 86 


Portland, Ore., March 18. 
Product and grosses plenty strong 





this semester. ‘Tobacco Road’ and 
Lady Eve,’ at the Orpheum and 
Paramount respectively, are the 


leaders, with ‘Andy Hardy's Private | 


Secretary’ at the United Artists a 
very close third. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parke’) (2,900; 45-55) 
—Gone’ (M-G). Holding a fourth 
week to. still 
Third week, $8,500. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500; 


Last five days (house went legit two 
— satisfactory $2,500. 

r 
(1,800; 35-40-50) — ‘Tobacco Road’ 
(20th) and ‘Jennie’ (20th). 
$8,600. Last week, ‘Play Girl’ (RKO) 
and ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) with vaude, 
fair $5,300. 


Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 35-40-50)—‘Lady Eve’ (Par) 
and ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB). Great 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Virginia’ (Par) 








| 





| 
' 
| 





Will come in with some $8.500 | 


and ‘Shayne Detective’ (20th), o 
$7,500. ve 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
40-50)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ | (M-G). 
Single-billed and going for very 
strong $7,000. Last 10 dey . ‘Son 
Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Pastor Hall’ (UA), 
ny] a good as expected, but fair 


DICTATOR’ 126, 
BUFF. PLENTY 
SOLID 


‘Buffalo, March 18, 

Ace film fare is enticing lush 
money into mainstem emporiums 
this chukker, with both fresh re- 
leases and holdovers, dualed at all 
stands, exhibiting the staunchest 
kind of drawing prowess. Neither 
Lent nor adverse weather is slowing 
up the brisk click of the ticket ma- 
chines to any noticeable degree. 

‘Dictator’ at the Lakes is getting 
the heaviest wampum with ‘Buck 
Privates’ at the Lafayette also an up- 
per altitude item. ‘Eve’ at the Buf- 
falo is only a nose behind the lead- 
ers, and ‘Blondie’ continues potent 
after a stout first session at the 20th 
Century. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55 )—‘Eve’ 
(Par) and ‘You’re the One’ (Par). 
Should garner around satisfactory 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Come Live’ (M- 
G) and ‘Liberty’ (M-G), showed 
strength at over solid $11,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 

(UA) (2d run) and 
(Par). Consistent draft 
Over potent $12,000 and 
holds. Last week, ‘Tobacco Road’ 
(Fox) and ‘Sleepers West’ (Fox), 
Sloughed slightly, but came in with 
sweet $12,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45)—‘To- 
bacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Sleepers 
West’ (20th) (2d run). Second rub- 
ber looks around considerable $8,000. 
Last week, ‘Virginia’ (Par) and 
‘Henry’ (Par) (2d run), snagged over 
$8,000, very nice. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Frisco 
Docks’ (U). Snappy pace pointing 
for tall $11,000. Last week, ‘Adam’ 
(Col) and ‘Ellery Queen’ (Col) (2d 
wk), over $8,000, okay. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
40)—‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (2d wk). Should 
sew up good $7,500 or better. Last 
week, built up to nearly $12,000, 
dandy. 








‘Cherokee’ 
indicates 





‘Blendie’-Fitzgerald 


OK $13,000, Balto; 
‘Live’ Bright $12,000 


Baltimore, March 18. 
Influx of new people brought to 
town by extra heavy defense activity 
hereabouts, having its effect on all 
local b.o.s,. particularly on week- 





|ends when traffic and general crowd 


| grosses 


handling has become a problem of 


major proportions. With rousing 
rolled up everywhere on 


| Saturday and Sunday, rest of week 
{can coast along evenly and still find 





satisfactory $5,400. | 


| $12,000. 


all hands satisfied. 

‘Lady Eve,’ at Keith’s, is drawing 
plenty of trade. H.o.s of “Tobacco 
Road’ at the New, and ‘Virginia,’ at 
the Stanley, also doing nicely. Rest 
of town in a simllar groove. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44)—‘Come Live’ (M-G). Bright 
Last week, ‘Ends Night’ 
(UA) held up nicely at $10,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205: 
15-28-39-44-55-66) — ‘Blondie Latin’ 
(Col) plus Ella Fitzgerald and orch- 
estra. Drawing lots of uniforms 
hereabouts and lively juve trade for 
indicated $13,000. Last week, ‘Saint 
ealm Springs’ (RKO) plus Tommy 


| Dorsey orchestra, resounding $18,200 


. t t ter. 
35-40-50 )—‘Philadelphia’ (M-G). Do- \on sein pea Phe 


ing a good $3,000 in its sixth week. | 28-39-44)—‘Lady Eve’ 


Keith’s (Schanberber) (2,406: 15- 
(Par). Swell 


$11,000 looked for. Last week, secon 


lof ‘Nice Girl’ (U), added nice $5,80 


| 


pheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) | to solid opening round at $10,900. 


New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 


Strong | 44)—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) (2d wk). 


Holding up alright at $6,000 after 
chalking up extra-strong $9,200 on 
initial sesh. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-28-39-44- 
55)—‘Virginia’ (Par) (2d wk). Fairly 
nice pace at possible $7,500, after 
steady first round to $10,800. 


First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of March 20 

Astor—‘Great Dictator’ 
(23d wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(19th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Rage 
(M-G). 

(Reviewed in Variety, March 5) 


(UA) 


in Heaven’ 


Criterion—‘Monster and _ the 
Girl’ (Par). 
Globe—Night Train’ (20th) 


(13th wk). 

Hollywood—‘Meet John Doe’ 
(WB) (2d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Cheers for Miss 
Bishop’ (UA) (2d wk). 

Palace—‘Sleepers West’ (20th). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Paramount—‘Las Vegas Nights’ 
(Par) (19). 

Rialto—'Man™ Made Monster’ 
(U) (18). 

Rivoli—‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 

Roxy — ‘That Night 
(20th) (3d wk). 

Strand—‘The Sea Wolf’ (WB). 


Week of March 27 


Astor—I Wanted Wings’ (Par) 
(26). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(20th wk). 

Capitol—‘Bad Man’ (M-G). 

Criterion—‘A Man Betrayed’ 
(Rep). 

(Reviewed in Varrery, March 12) 

Globe —‘Night Train’ (20th) 
(14th wk). 

Hollywood—‘Meet John Doe’ 
(WB) (3d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Adam Had Four 
Sons’ (Col). 

(Reviewed in Variety, Feb. 19) 

Paramount—‘Las Vegas Nights’ 
(Par) (2d wk). 

Rivoli—‘Meet John Doe’ (WB) 
(3d wk). 

Roxy—‘Blood and Sand’ (20th). 

Strand—‘Sea Wolf’ (WB) (2d 
wk). 


‘STREET’ 18G, B’KLYN 


| H.0.s Plentiful—Smith’ in 2d Week 
| Geod $17,000 


in Rio’ 














Brooklyn, March 18. 
Flock of holdovers 
sector producing good results. Fa- 
‘This Thing Called Love’ and ‘Black 
Parrot,’ okay, as are RKO Albee with 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ and ‘Vivacious 
Lady,’ and Fabian Fox with ‘Straw- 
berry Blonde’ and ‘Mary Dugan.’ 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 25-35-50)— 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Vi- 
vacious Lady’ (RKO (2d wk). Good 
$17,000. Last week, fine $18,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023: 25-35-50)— 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Mary 
Dugan’ (M-G) (2d wk). Attractive 
$17,000. Last week, strong $23,000. 


Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Back Street’ (U) and ‘Kildare’s Case’ 
(M-G). Healthy $18,000. Last week, 
‘Gone’ (M-G) (2d wk), strong $19,000. 


Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) and 
‘Black Parrot’ (WB) (2d wk). Fair 
$13,000. Last week, first rate $21,000. 


Strand (WB) (2,870; 25-35-40)— 
‘Face Behind Mask’ (Col) and ‘Devil 
Commands’ (Col). Strong $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Behind News’ (Rep) and 
‘Ridin’ Rainbow’ (Rep), mild $4,500. 


in downtown | 


bian Paramount’s second stanza of | 


OK With $55,000; 


N.Y. Sluggish; ‘Doe’ 


in 2 Houses Just 


‘Bishop’ Slow 756, 


Footsteps -Bernie 2/6, Rio’ 37G, 2d 





(Best Exploitation: Rivoli-Hollyw’d) 

‘Meet John Doe,’ on which there is 
much difference of opinion, is the 
week’s most important arrival among 
the few films that crept into down- 
town New York. «Not doing a smash 
business, it is day-and-dating at the 
Rivoli and Hollywood. 

Rave notices were given ‘Doe’ by 
the dailies. Riv. well established run 
house, is doing much better than the 
Hollywood, and probable that film 
with be drawn out of the latter after 
a couple of weeks. Finishing its 
first week tonight (Wed.), it will do 
$35,000 at the Rivoli, which is sub- 
stantial, while at the Hollywood it 
will get only about $20,000. Between 
the two houses a take of $55,000 on 
the week is good but not sensational 
considering the ad campaign, 
the reviews and the fact that 
a price scale of 55-77-99 was in effect 
from Wednesday night through Sun- 
day (16). On Monday (17), the Riv 
and Hollywood dropped to 40 up to 
1 pm., 65c. to 6; 99c. to 10:30 and 55c. 
thereafter to closing. 


doubt also being felt by 


ing slowly at the Music Hall at an 


estimated $75,000, but will be held 
over just the same, with ‘Adam Had 
Four Sons’ slated for Thursday (27). 


Strand had planned going two 
weeks with ‘Footsteps in Dark’ and 
| Ben Bernie, latter coming all the 
| way from the Coast for the date, but 
| will call it quits after seven days; 
| film, rather then the stage show. 
| being blamed. The gross will be no 
more than about $27,000. 
| and Charlie Spivak will move in Fri- 
| day (21). 
| ‘That Night in Rio’ is putting up a 
good fight against conditions, and on 
j its second week will be a sturdy 
$37,000. It goes a third. Paramount 
wound up three weeks with ‘Lady 
Eve’ and Tony Pastor last night 
(Tues.), inking the books with lots 
of profit on the run. Final seven 
days showed $35,000, close behind the 
second week’s $39,000. A last-minute 
shift in bookings has ‘Las Vegas 
Nignts’ opening today (Wed.) in- 
stead of ‘Hard-Boiled Canary,’ pre- 
viously scheduled. Stage bill con- 
sists of Ina Ray Hutton, Allan Jones 
and the Andrews Sisters. 

Capitol is doing badly with ‘Andv 
Hardy’s Private Secretary,’ which 
got less than $18,000 the first week 
and is dripping with red on the hold- 
over at only about $10,000. ‘Rage in 
Heaven’ opens tomorrow (Thurs.). 


The second-run State will have a 
third disappointing week in a row, 





failing to arouse much attention. 
Gross looks like $19,000 tops. 


Elaborate plans are being laid for 
the opening Wednesday night (26) of 
Paramount’s ‘I Wanted Wings’ at the 
Astor at $2 top. ‘Dictator’ goes out 
Sunday night (23) after a run of 23 








Victory - Vanities 21NG, Cleveland - 





x9 Cleveland, March 18. 

Worst blizzard of the season swept 
down the main stem here Sunday 
(16) evening, but came so late that 
it failed to nip hefty week-end 
crowds. Icy streets not keeping ’em 
away from Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ 
and ‘Victory,’ teamed at Palace, with 
stage unit hustling up a swell week 
for the RKO de luxer. 

‘Andy Hardy’s Private Secretary,’ 
also developed power for State, pass- 
ng all Hardy figures so far by getting 
jammed houses on Saturday and 
Sunday. Not such nice going for 
‘Nice Girl,’ which is attracting only 
mildish family turnouts for Hipp. 
‘Fantasia’ opens tonight (18) a 
Hanna with benefit performance for 
British War Relief Society at $5 top, 
and 1,435-capacity legit house was 
sold out three days in advance, 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
‘Tobacco Road’ (20th). Given a be- 
hind-the-eight-ball treatment by 





| critics, this moveover from Hipp is! 
| having gastric pains with $3,500 at/| 


|the very best. Last week, ‘Straw- 
| berry Blonde’ (WB) gathered force 
/on second week, fine $5,100. 

| Hanna (Car! 
} $1.10 - $1.65) — 


Hanna) 
‘Fantasia’ 


(1,435; 


(Disney ). 


75- | 


‘Hardy’ Strong $13,500 — ‘Fantasia’ Hyped by) 
British Relief Preem 


| Preems tonight (Tuesday). Boomed 

to the skies in every way, 

with British War Relief-sponsored 
| opening selling out at five smackers 
| per head. 

| Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 

|—Nice Girl5 (U). A lightweighter, 

| both in exploitation values and pull, 
| here. Fair $9,500. Last week, ‘To- 
| bacco Road’ 420th) slipped down to 
| $11,600, not exciting. 


| Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 





66)—‘Victory’ (Par} plus Ear] Car- | 


roll’s ‘Vanities’ on stage. Magnet for 


'the town’s Peeping Toms who are! 


| stepping up biz tremendously. On 


t | the way to $20,000, smart. Last week 


|‘Four Mothers’ (WB) and Bobby 
{| Byrne’s orchestra skidded down 
| three notches to $12,000, hardly okay. 
| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
|—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G). One 
of the best money-makers of this 
series. boomed by Mickey Rooney's 
last p.a. here. Worthwhile $13,500 is 
certain. Last week, ‘Come Live’ (M- 
G), satisfactory $10,700. 

| Stillman (Loew's (1,972; 30-35-42- 


|55)—'Come Live’ (M-G). Over the 
{ordinary mark at $4,000 after shift- 
over from State. Last week, ‘Mazie 
| Lady’ (M-G), okay $3,600 


A general slack in business is no} ing the Rivoli 
‘Doe.’ 
‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ is proceed-. 


‘Sea Wo'f' | 


with ‘Arizona’ and a vaudeville show | 


| weeks. 


Chaplin film has shown @ 
very good profit. 
Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 75-85-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) 
—Dictator’ (UA) (23d-final wk), 
Last week (22d), $10,000, some profit. 
Closes Sunday night (23), with ‘I 
Wanted Wings’ (Par) opening 
Wednesday night (26). 

Broadway (1,895; 55-75-$1.10-$1.65- 
$2.20) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (19th 
wk). Still doing a nice business, last 
week (18th) having been $18,000. 

Capitol (4,520; 35-55-85-$1.10-$1.25) 
—Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d-final wk), 
Holdover very poor $10,000, while 
| first week also off sharply at less 


than $18,000. ‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G) 
goes On projectton machines to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Criterion (1,662: 28-44-55-65)— 


‘Monster and Girl’ (Par) arrives here 
today (Wed.), following another dull 
| week at $5,000 with ‘Roundup’ (Par). 





Behind that ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) 
| only $5,500. 
| Globe (1,180; 28-35-55) -- ‘Night 


| Train’ (20th) (12th wk). Looks $5,500 
| and will be held 13th week. The lith 
| wes $6,000. 
| Hollyweod (1,454; 40-65-99)—‘John 
| Doe’ (WB). Doing a light business 
|here at only around $20,000 and 
probably will not remain more than 
another week since film is also plays 
two blocks away. 
| ‘Doe’ is first film to play here in 
about two years. 
(1,700; 20-35-55) — ‘Straw- 
; berry Blonde’ (WB) (2d run) and 

‘Sleepers West’ (20th) (1st run), 
| New twinner opening today (Wed.). 
|*‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) (2d 
,run) and ‘Vivacious Lady’ (RKO) 
| (revival) did extremely well, $9,500, 
{latter a reviva) because of Ginger- 
| Rogers-James Stewart's oscarizings. 
| ‘Buck Privates’ (U) and ‘Honeymoon 
| for Three’ (WB), both 2d run, did 
okay, $8,500. 

Parameunt (3.664: %5-55-85-99)— 
| ‘Las Vegas Nights’ (Par) and, on 
| stage, Ina Ray Hutton, Allan Jones, 
' Andrews Sisters, open today (Wed.). 
| ‘T.ady Eve’ (Par) and Tony Pastor, 
| Ella Logan, Ben Blue, went three 
| weeks, chalking up sweet profit; first 
| week. $51,000, second, $39,000, third, 
| $35,000. 
| Radio City Music Hall (5,960: 44- 
| §55-85-99-$1.65)—‘Miss Bishop’ (UA) 
i and stage show. Not moving fast at 
| $75,000, but will be held over any- 
| way. Last week, second for ‘So Ends 

Our Night’ (UA) only $58,000, very 
| sluggish. 
| Rialto (750; 28-44-55)—‘Man Made 
| Monster’ (U). Brought in yesterday 
| (Tues.) after six lacklustre days with 
'‘Mr. Dynamite’ (U), $4,800. ‘Ellery 

Queen's Penthouse Murder’ (Col) 
| did $5,000. 

Rivoli (2.092; 40-65-99)-——‘John Doe’ 
| (WB). Finishes first week tonight 
(Wed.), when about $35,000 will be 

in. This is good, though considerably 
!under hopes in view of notices, ad 
| campaign and tilted admission scale, 
| which ranged from 55c¢ to 99c first 
| five days of run. Final (4th) week 
| of ‘Back Street’ (U) was $10.000, 

light. 

Roxy (5,835: 35-55-65-75-85) — 
| ‘Nicht in Rio’ (20th) and stage show 
(2d week). Holding up strong, this 
week (2d) looking $37,000. First was 
$45,000 against very bad weather and 
other handicaps. Remains third week. 

State (3,400: 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10)— 
‘Arizona’ (Col) (2d run) and Dick 
Rogers orchestra. Approximately 
$19,000 sighted. mild. Last week ‘Go 
West’ (M-G) (2d run) and Joe Reich- 
man band, Block and Sully and 
Songwriters on Parade, $18,500. 


| Palace 








Strand (2,767: 35-55-75-85-99)— 
| ‘Footsteps in Dark’ (WB) and Ben 
Bernie. Only one week at a pace 
that will spell about $27,000, disap- 
| pointing. Last week, third for 
| ‘Strawberry’ (WB) and Raymond 
| Scott $22.000. just fair. ‘Sea Wolf’ 


and Charlie Spivak open Friday (21). 


Broadened Income Tax 


Base Affected Ail B.0. 


Business at motion picture theatres 
throughout the U. S. was adversely 
|affected over the weekend, and 
probably will continue to be reac- 
tionary for a week or longer by the 
1940 federal income tax payments. 
Analysis of payments made March 
15 reveals that the reduced exemp- 
| tions brought tax payments from ap- 

proximately twice as many small- 
salaried persons as in the 1939 tax 

period. S-nce the film theatres de- 
rive their volume of business from 
this group, the boxoffice was hard 
hit. 

| For many single persons this year 





was the first In which they have 
made Federal income tax payments, 
! affected the usual week- 
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Frisco So-So; Doe’ 


Sturdy $21,000, 


Fantasia $14,000, ‘Street’ $11,000 


San Francisco, March 18. | 

Admish for ‘Meet John Doe’ has} 
been upped from 50 to 65 cents at| 
night at the Warfield, where the new 
Frank Capra picture opened well last 
Friday (14). Only real competish, | 
‘Back Street,’ which stole a march | 
on other newcomers on the main} 
stem by moving up opening date) 
several days. Best of the holdovers 
is ‘Fantasia, which is plenty sweet 
at the Geary at $1.65 top. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50) — | 
‘Hard Bofled Canary’ (Par) and) 
‘Henry’ (Par). Biz is way off this! 
week. Pretty sad at $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 
‘Sleepers West’ (20th) opened strong 
but suffered from bad notices and 
poor word-of-mouth to end with | 
$17,000, considerably under expecta- | 
tions. 

Geary (Curran) (1,286; 55-75-1.10- | 
1.65)—Fantasia’ (RKO). Will hit | 
around $14.000 the first complete | 
week, which is great going. Mail | 
order reservations are high. Nights} 
capacity, with matinees running a| 
little over half. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- | 
55)—Girl, Guy’ (RKO) and vaude 
(2d wk). Carl Brisson on the stage 
is getting a play from the big Danish 
population here. Holdover justified 
at $10,000. Last week, big $17,000. 

Orpheum (‘Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—Back Street’ (U) and ‘La 
Zonga’ (U). Move-up of opening 
date helped considerably. Biz fell 
off a bit when other houses brought 
in new shows. However $11,000 is 
satisfactory going. Last week ‘Buck 
Privates’ (U) and ‘Boston Blackie’ 
(Col) grabbed $6,000, which is okay 
considering stint was short two days 
of a full week 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-40- 
50)—‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Father’s 
Son’ (WB). Can’t get more than 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Honeymoon 
Three’ (WB) (moveover), good $11,- 
000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 
‘Sleepers West’ (20th) (moveover). 
Will do the usual, $5,000 here. Last 
week, ‘Liberty’ (M-G) and ‘First 
Romance’ (Mono) was pitiful at 
$2,200, lowest take this house has 
had in years. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1.200; 35- 
40-50)—‘Ends Night’ (UA) (2d wk). 
A disappointment. so will pull after 
two weeks. Fair $5,000 on the hold- 
over. Last week. around $8,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 40-55-65) 
—John Doe’ (WB) Expected to grab 
$21,000, which is sturdy. Picture is 
getting wonderful word of mouth 
— Capra name means plenty 

ere. Last week (4th), ‘Gone’ (M- 
G), below expectations at $9,000. 


TOBACCO’ PRIVATES’ 
1036, OMAHA OKAY 


Omaha, March 18. 
With last week’s first feature, 
‘Buck Privates’ held over this week 
as a co-feature, ‘Tobacco Road’ 








(Par), ‘Barnyard Follies’ (Rep) and 


‘Youth Served’ above 
$900, very good. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—‘Love Neighbor’ (Par), ‘Doomed 
Caravan’ (Par) and ‘Saint Palm 
Springs’ (RKO), triple, split with 
‘Bullets Rustlers’ (Col), ‘Romance 
Redwoods’ (Col), and ‘Hear Trouble’ 
(Col), ‘Brigham Young’ (20th), 
‘Murder New York’ (20th). Rather 
lively $1,100. Last ®eek, ‘Plane Rob- 
bery’ (Col), ‘Charter Pilot’ (20th) 
and ‘Night Tropics’ (U), triple, split 
with ‘Pinto Kid’ (Col), ‘World 
Flames’ (Par), and ‘Nanette’ (RKO), 
‘Cowboy Star’ (Col), ‘Our Town’ 
(UA), slightly under $1,000. 


Avenue-Military-Dundee (Gold- 
berg) (950; 300; 600; 25)—‘Arizona’ 
(Col) and ‘Second Chorus’ (Par), 
split with ‘Go West’ (M-G), ‘Gallant 
Sons’ (M-G) and ‘Murder New York’ 
(20th). Just fair $900. Last week, 


(20th), trifle 


‘Love Neighbor’ (Par), and ‘Chad 
Hanna’ (20th), split with ‘Youth 
Served’ (20th), ‘Arise Love’ (Par) 


and ‘Charter Pilot’ (20th), ditto. 


DICTATOR’ -SON’ 
SMASH 356 
DETROIT 


Detroit, March 18. 

Still no sign of Lent making itself 
felt here. Picture grosses have been 
climbing—must be that armament 
money—until straight movie bills 
have started to pull the same figures 
that once were hung up with the 
stage shows. ; 

‘Great Dictator,’ making its first 


appearance here and being sold at 
regular prices, has shot way up 
where it will come close to gleaning 
$35,000 at the Michigan, coupled with 
‘Father’s Son.’ After shooting a ter- 
rific $32,000 last week with “Tobacco 
Road,’ the Fox is sending it for a 
second stanza, 


Evidence that two of the smaller 
houses downtown, which have been 
taking over the first-run pictures for 
extenuation, are going to cash in on 
the plentiful money hereabouts is 
seen in the fact that both the Adams 
and Palms-State are shaping up their 
own fresh bills this week. Former 
is trying a pair of the horror school 
with what looks like just fair results. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ finally has 
started to weaken in its fifth week 
at the United Artists and probably 
will move out. ‘Fantasia,’ also in its 
fifth week, remains listless, but is 
being carried on the hopes that it 
may get another up spell in its ups- 
and-downs. 


Estimates for This Week 











opened at the Orpheum with long 
lines that presage—aside from Lent 
—a very big week running to $10,500. 
The experiment of halding over half 
the show which seemed all awry ac- 
cording to the rules, is turning out 


successful in the face of some man- | 


agerial criticism. 

The Omaha with ‘Footsteps in the 
Dark’ and ‘Golden Hoofs’ isn’t doing 
anything to speak of and will sag to 
the low figure of about $6,800. 

At the Brandeis, it isn’t believed 
that ‘High Sierra’ plus ‘Tugboat 
Annie Sails Again’ will continue the 
amazing run of two-weekers which 
started at the Brandeis on New 
Year’s day. However, it is planned 
to hold it at least two days and may- 
be more on the face of business 
which so far looks like a pretty good 
$5,500. 

Intermittent snow, rain, sun and 
wind haven’t brought out a lot of 
people to the downtown houses at 
night. ° 
Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3.000; 10-30- 
40)—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Buck 
Privates’ (U). Will do a lively 
$10,500. This makes the second week 
for ‘Privates.’ Last week, ‘Privates’ 
(U) and ‘You’re the One’ (Par), fair 
$9,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-40) 
—‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Golden 
Hoofs’ (20th). Light $6,800. Last 
week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G), pretty 
fair $8,800. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500: 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Tug- 
boat Annie Sails’ (WB). Very good 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO) and ‘Black Parrot’ 
(WB) (2d wk), a fair $3.200. 

State (Goldberg) (900; 10-20-25)— 
*Arizona’ (Col) and ‘Second Chorus’ 








Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—‘Devil Commands’ (Col) and ‘Face 
Behind Mask’ (Col). Not showing 


(20th) (4th 
(2d wk), 


Union’ 
(Col) 


| week, ‘Western 
wk) and ‘Adam’ 
strong $8,000. 
| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
| 55)—Tobacco Road’ (20th) (2d wk). 
| Nice $19,000 after a terrific $32,000 
| last week. This week the topper is 
| being coupled with ‘Mr. Dynamite’ 
(U) instead of last week’s companion, 
‘Murder Among Friends’ (20th). 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55 )—Dictator’ (UA) and ‘Fath- 
ler’s Son’ (WB). Smash $35,000 in 
sight. Last week, ‘Four Mothers’ 
| (WB) and Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ 
on stage; big $24.000. 





Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000; 30-40-55)—Flight Destiny’ (WB) 
| and ‘Convoy’ (RKO). With fresh bill 
| house can get good $7,500. Last week, 
| ‘Virginia’ (Par) (2d wk) and ‘Vic- 
tory’ (Par), strong $10,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 

(2,000; 40c to 4 p.m., 55c evenings, 
'40c to noon Saturdays)—‘Gone’ (5th 
'wk). Finally started to fall off with 
|not-bad $10,000, after last week’s 
$14,000. 

Wilson (2.000; weekday mats 75c 
and $1.10; weekend mats and nights, 
$1.10 and $1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney). 
| Still dullish with not more than 

$7,000 after last week’s $9,000. 


‘FOOTSTEPS’ BIG $6,800, 
SEATTLE; ‘BISHOP’ 546 


Seattle, March 18. 
Biz dropped in the past week, and 
is not up to the mark of prior ses- 











(Par), split with ‘Go West’ (M-G). 


‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) and ‘Margie’ | 
(U). Ordinary $900. Last week, 
T.ove Neighbor’ (Par) and ‘Chad 
Hanna’ (91th). enlit with ‘Ari TaAve’ 


sions. No accountable reason seems 
to be on hand, except that the town 
is full of holdovers. 

Among the newcomers, ‘Footsteps 
ir the Pork’ at the Ornhenm and 


much with fair $6,000 indicated. Last | 


‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ at the Lib- 
erty, are ringing up the best grosses. 
Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(850: 30-40-50)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ 
(M-G) (3d wk). Paced at good 
$2,200. Last week, swell $3,000. 


Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,900; 21-35)—'Philadelphia’ (M-G) 
and ‘Gallant Sons’ (M-G) (2d run). 
| Good $3,200. Last week, ‘Love 
Neighbor’ (Par) and ‘Charter Pilot’ 
| (20th) (2d run), $2,800, fair. 


Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 





(2,349; 30-40-50) -— “Tobacco Road’ 
(20th) (2d wk). Managing a fair 
| $4,500. Last week, great $9,500. 


Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-50)— 
‘Cheers Bishop’ (UA) and ‘Boston 
Blackie’ (Col). Good enough $5,500. 
Last week, ‘Thing Called Love’ (Col) 
(5th wk), $3,200, good for six days. 

Music Box ‘(Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-50)— ‘Western Union’ 
(20th) and ‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Fair $2,100. Last week, 
$2,800, good. - 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,600; 30-40-50)—‘Footsteps’ (WB) 
and ‘Comes Happiness’ (WB). Big 
$6,800. Last week, ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ (WB) and ‘Behind News’ 
(Rep) (2d wk; five days), big $4,300. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 20-50)— 
‘Make Music’ (RKO) and ‘Shadows 
Stairs’ (WB) plus vaude. Fair $4,800. 
Last week, ‘Youth Served’ (20th) 
and La Conga revue on stage, mod- 
erate $5,000. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039; 30-40-50) —Girl, Guy’ (RKO) 
and ‘You're the One’ (Par). Alright 


| 


$5,000. Last week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) 
and ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G), $3,700, 
bad. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40- 


50) — ‘Strawberry londe’ (WB). 
Moved over from Orpheum for a 
third week. Headed for big $3,100. 
Last week, (21-35) ‘Nanette’ (RKO) 
and ‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) (2d 
run), no rave at $2,000. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
30)—‘Comrade X’ (M-G) and ‘Four 
Mothers’ (WB) (2d run). Fair $1,- 
900. Last week, ‘Go West’ (M-G) 
and ‘Long Voyage’ (UA) (2d run), 
good $2,300. 


LIVE’ $7,000, 
MEMPHIS OK 


Memphis, March 18. 

Hedy Lamarr and Jimmy Stewart 
are the big Main Street noises this 
week, ‘Come Live With Me’ finding a 
ready oon in boxoffice lines at 
Loew’s Palace. Surprise of the week, 
however, is showing made by ‘The 
Baker’s Wife,’ French film at the 
Warner. Pic that would ordinarily 
die looks likely to last out week to 
fairish gross on strength of Howard 
Waugh ‘Not for children’ bally. 

Biz so-so at the New Malco for 
‘Adam Had Four Sons.’ Loew’s 
State has a pop price second showing 
of ‘Great Dictator’ and is doing well 
with same. 

Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33- 
44)—'Dictator’ (UA). Chaplin take 
bettering indications from original 
run. Should rate $5,500. Last week. 
‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G), $2,900, very 
poor, 

Warner (Warner) (2,300; 10-33-44) 
—‘Baker’s Wife’ (French). Looks 
like risque implications back of rave 
notices might up this one to $4,800, 
much ahead of anticipations. Last 
week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB), $5,000, good. 

New Malco (Lightman) (2,800; 10- 
| 33-44)—‘Adam’ (Col). Picture well 
| liked. May do fair $3,000. Last week, 
| ‘Buck Privates’ (U), (2d run), four 
days, and ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col), two 
days, $4,200, okay. 

Loew’s Palace (Loew) (2.200; 10- 
33-44 )—‘Come Live’ (M-G). Stewart- 
|Lamarr combine clicking away for 
$7.000. Last week, “Tobacco Road’ 
(20th), $6,000, fine. 

Strand (Lightman) (1.000: 10-22- 
33)—‘After Mein Kampf’ (Crystal), 
|}and “Mr. Dynamite’ (U), split week. 
|Moving toward nice $1,800. Last 
| week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ (RKO) (2d run) 
three days; ‘Lone Wolf Chance’ 
(Col]), two days, and ‘San Francisco 
Docks’ (U), two days, $1,600, okay. 


‘HARDY’ HEFTY $4,200, 
LINCOLN: REST SPOTTY 


Lincoln, Neb., March 18. 

‘Andy Hardy’s Private Secretary’ 
going well over $4,000, which is ripe 
pickings for any single attraction. 
Running a good race is ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ which came in early in the 
week, and had chased up a fancy 
gross by the time it cleared the 
weekend. Seemed to be a lot of con- 
fusion about it, as many as 20% of 
the patrons thinking they were go- 
ing to see the stage version. 

All others are moderate. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15)—‘Carolina Moon’ (Rep) 
and ‘Meet Christian’ (RKO), split 
with ‘Millionaire Playboy’ (RKO) 
and ‘Riding Cherokee’ (Mono). So- 
so, $800. Last week, ‘Along Rio 


Grande’ KO) and ‘Reno’ “REKO). 
































Mpls. Groggy; ‘Gone’ So-So 126, = 
‘Street’ $6,200 Privates’ $4,000 





split with ‘Prairfe Schooner’ (Col) 
and ‘Married Love’ (RKO), ditto. 

Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
10-25-40)—Hardy’s Secretary’ (M- 
G). Going great guns with $4,200 
likely. Last week, ‘Kildare Home’ 
(M-G), with amateur show on stage, 
weak $2,900. 

Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) 
(1,236; 10-20-25)—*Mary Dugan’ (M- 
G) and ‘Keeping Company’ ‘(M-G). 
About average, $1,600. Last week, 
‘Sky Murder’ (M-G) and ‘Earl Car- 
roll’s’ (Par), ditto. 

Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 
10-25-40) —‘Tobacco Road’ (20th). 
Word-of-mouth is bad, but b.o. is 
good. Might run to $3,500 by the 
time it finishes, which is okay. Last 
week, ‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th), fell 
apart to bum $2,900. ~ $ 

Variety (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
20-25)—King Kong’ (RKO) and 
‘Train Robbery’ (Rep), four days, 
split with ‘Lone Wolf Chance’ (Col) 
and ‘Oklahoma Kid’ (W-B), four 
days. Pretty good $2,200. Last week, 
‘Pastor Hall’ (UA) and ‘Remedy 
Riches’ (RKO), went six excellent 
days to $2,000. 

Varsity (Noble-Federer) (1,100; 10- 
25-40)—‘Road Show’ (U-A). Pulled 
after doing only $1,800 on four days, 
‘Dictator’ (UA) replacing. Last 
week, ‘Adam” (Col), light all the 
way, $2,300. 


Hardy’ $11,000 In 
Lville; Durbin 
$8,500, ‘Doe’ 9G 


Louisville, March 18. 

‘Andy Hardy’s Private Secretary’ 
at Loew’s State and ‘Nice Girl’ at 
the Rialto are heading for sweet 
grosses this week. ‘Meet John Doe’ 
opened Thursday (13) at the Mary 
Anderson, with a heavy splash in the 
newspapers, and prices upped to 60c. 
Opening was aired over WINN, with 
usual bright lights, interviews with 
important local persons, etc., which 
got the pic off to a fine start. Should 
turn in a swell gross as a single, 
aided by 24-sheets and 
build-up campaign. 

Duo of horror pix at the Strand 
are making a good showing. H.o. of 
‘Come Live’ at the Brown is on the 
mild side. 

Weather over the weekend was 
rainy and mild, which helped down- 
town houses to some extent. Oppo- 
sish (except for Lent) is noticeable 
by its absence. 

Estimates Yor This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
| (1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Come Live’ (M-G) 
|}and ‘Road Show’ (UA). Moveover 
|should hit okay $1,800. Last week, 
‘Western Union’ 
Hoofs’ (20th) pense 
average, with fi 
over from Rialto. ° 

Kentucky (Switow) 
—'Love Neighbor’ (Par) and ‘Li'l 
Abner’ (RKO). Copping quite a 
hefty juve trade, and matinees are 
shaping up strongly. Indications are 
for satisfactory $1,700. Last week, 
‘Santa Fe’ (WB) and ‘Laddie’ 
(RKO), excellent $1,800. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) 
30-40)—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) 
and ‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col). Hold- 
ing up well to other aiming at a 
bumper gross, probably $11,000. 
| Last week, ‘Come Live’ (M-G) and 
“Road Show’ (UA), made a healthy 
showing in face of strong opposish 
to cop swell $9,000 and moveover. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000: 
40-50-60)—‘John Doe’ (WB). Opened 
Thursday (13) with a broadcast 
over WINN, interviews with incom- 
ing patrons and prominent local per- 
sons, at a special show, with invited 
audience, and plenty of fanfare. With 
help of newspaper ads and bill- 
boards, pic should romp home for a 
swell $9,000 and h.o. well in sight. 
Last week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) on sec- 
ond week, six-days, wound up with 
lightweight $2,500. . 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 15- 
30-40)—‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Meet 
Chump’ (U). Deanna Durbin name 
on the marquee means plenty of b.o. 
| Strength, with pic off to a fast start. 
Factors are favorable to give this 
|pair a profitable week, probably 
' $8,500 fine. Last week, ‘Murder 
|Among_ Friends’ (20th), helped 
| tremendously by having Marjorie 
Weaver in femme lead, and Sammy 
Kaye’s orchestra and stage show, the 
first since last Fall, brought a 
resounding $10,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400: 
—‘Monster Girl’ (U) and ‘Mad Doc- 
tor’ (U). Pair of horror pix going 
along okay, and look.to grab satis- 
factory $3,400. Last week, ‘You're 
the One’ (Par) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ 


(20th), average ¢2.59N 
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Minneapolis, March 18. 
With numerous adverse factors 
still working overtime, grosses con- 
tinue to remain far below par. In 


consequence, gnashing of teeth has 
become a daily exercise along the 
rialto. 

Stabbing the box-office in the back 
is the seemingly endless winter 
weather, tough opposition from the 
‘Ice Follies’ jamming ’em in at the 
Arena, and other non-theatrical at- 
tractions including the Auditorium’s 
Builders Show, Lent, plus income 
tax payments. 

For the first time in months there’s 
no vaudfilm downtown. However, 
the film line-up is potent, with ‘Gone 
With the Wind’ topping the array, 
followed by ‘Back Street,’ ‘Buck 
Privates’ and ‘Strawberry Blonde,’ 
The first-named, of course, in its 
initial pop price engagement, leads 
the pack, but even it isn’t getting the 
expected response. And once more 
total takings for the loop will be un- 
impressive and indicative of the low 
estate to which Mi> neapolis has sunk 
as a show town. 

After a week’s absence, vaudfilm 
returns to the Orpheum Friday (21), 
with Joe Reichman and his band the 
headliner. ‘Western Union’ is the 
only current holdover, having moved 
from the State to the World for an 
extension of its first-run. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— 
‘Devil Commands’ (Col) and ‘Meet 
Chump’ (U), dual first-runs. Hitting 
satisfactory $1,700 pace for five days. 
‘Lone’ Wolf Chance’ (Col) and ‘La 
Zonga’ (U), dual first-runs, open to- 
day (18) for five days. Last week 
‘Blackout’ (UA) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ 
(20th), $1,500 in five days, fair. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 44- 
55)—Gone’ (M-G) (2d run). Three 
complete shows daily under present 
continuous, pop-priced policy. Eas- 
ily the town’s ace attraction, of 
course, but indications are that re- 
turns will be considerably under 
what’s expected from a city of this 
size. .May be good for four weeks, 


however. Around $12,000 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO) (2d wk), $5,100, fine 
| after $9,100 first week. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 28)—- 
‘Buck Privates’ (U). Copped plenty 
‘of praise from the crix. Wel!-spot- 





the nice | 


ted at this house, too. May stretch 
to big $4,000. Last week, ‘Kildare’s 
Crisis’ (M-G), okay $3,000. 
Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800: 28- 
39-44)—‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). 
Heavily advertised, but they’re not 
coming in heavy numbers, and okay 
7,500 looks about all. Last week, 
‘Hudson’s Bay’ (20th) and Jane Fro- 
man and Gray Gordon orchestra on 
stage, light $7,500, despite fine stage 


| show. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 28-39- 
44)—Back Street’ (U). Heavy pub- 
licity, marquee tower, and critics’ 


(20th) and ‘Golden | 





| 





and customers praise failing to mean 
more than pretty good $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Western Union’ (20th), after 
good start slumped badly to same 
figure. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200: 28-39)— 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G). First nabe 
showing, and headed for very big 
$4.600. Last week, ‘Kitty Foyle’ 
MS ie first nabe showing, $4,200, 
ig 
World (Par-Singer-Steffes) (350; 
28-39-44-55)—“Western Union’ (20th) 
(2d wk). Moved here from State. 
Mild $1,500. Last week, ‘Virginia’ 
(Par) (2d wk), $2,000, pretty good. 


‘STRAWBERRY’ $9,000 
IN K. C.; ‘GIRL’ $8,200 


Kansas City, March 18. 

Biz on the upbeat, especially a: 
compared to last week. Current top- 
per is ‘Strawberry Blonde,’ on a dual 
bill at the Orpheum, and is skedded 
for an extende’ run. New Durbin 
film came in on Saturday, an un- 
usual opening day, at the Fox houses 
Esquire and Uptown, and indicates 
it will play at least 10 days. 

Newman is changing to a Tues- 
day (18) opening on ‘Sea Wolf’ afie: 
‘Footsteps in the Dark’ made onl) 
fair imprint in six days. Midland is 
showing improvement over its pre- 
vious week, although ‘Come Live 
With Me’ with ‘Land of Liberty’ for 
dual billing aren’t getting the dough 
the Stewart-LaMarr names would 
indicate. 

Weather is typical of March with 
snowstorm, rain and sunshine all in 
four days. 


Estimates for This Week 
Esquire and Uptewn (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44 )—'Nice 








Girl’ (U). Opened Saturday (15). 
Looks to stay more than a weck 


Seven days will hit around $8,200. 
nice. Last week, ‘Tobacco Road 
(20th) stretched its playing time to 
10 days and its take to $9,500, gooo 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 10-28-44) 
—Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Libert) 


(M-G). OQnly average results a! 
$7,700. Last week, ‘Ends Night’ (UA 
(Continued on page 24) 
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Philly Still Sour But ‘Strawberry’ Big 








Philadelphia, March 18. 

Letup of arctie weather over the 
week-end is easing the grip of bad 
bis somewhat this semester, but ef- 
fects of Lent are still hanging on. 
Competish of Aid to Britain Ball 
featuring Gracie Fields last Friday 
and a couple of charity affairs with 
name attractions, including Eddie 
Cantor, Jay C. Flippin, Dinah Shore, 
also hurting the b.o.’s in the film belt. 

Bucking the tide, however, is | 
‘Great Dictator,’ which is smashing 
all existing house records at the 
Stanton. Also reaping a golden har- 
vest is ‘Strawberry Blonde,’ making 
its bow-in at the Fox. Only other 
money-snagger is ‘Blonde Inspira- 
tion,’ plus Orrin Tucker’s band. For 
the rest, the week’s outlook is noth- 
ing to cheer about. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 86-$1.14-$1.71) 
—Fantasia’ (Disney) (5th wk). 
Slumping terribly, and will barely hit 
$7,500 for this round. Fourth week, 
equally disappointing $8,700. 

Arcadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-45-57) 
—Virginia’ (Par) (2d run). Opened 
Saturday and looks like fair $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Flight Command’ (M-G) 
(2d run), poor $2,800. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Back Street’ (U). Not quite up to 
snuff with so-so $14,200. Last week, 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO), disap- 
pointing $14,600. 

Earte (WB) (2,350; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G) with 
Orrin Tucker orchestra and stage 
show. Plenty okay in comparison 
with others. Around $21,000. Last 
week, ‘Mary Dugan’ (M-G) and ‘Fo- 
lies Bergeres’ unit on stage, under 
par with $18,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Struck 
pay dirt on strength of big advertis~ 
ings and exploitation, abetted by 
kudos from customers. Hitting top 
gross of the week, $22,300. Last 
week, ‘Ends Night’ (UA), sour $13,- 
000. 


Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—Come Live’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Stewart-Lamarr comedy in_ the} 
black with $4,800 for this try. Last 


week, ‘Liberty’ (M-G) scraped bot- 
tom with $1,900, near the low for 
this house, for a first-run showing. 
Keith’s (WB) (1,970; 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) (2d 
run). Not bad under the circum- 
stances with $4,800. Last week, 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
I ies aeecnas $1,747,500 
(Based on 26 cities, 179 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
| Fe #. 
Total Gross Same Week 
errr $1,559,400 
(Based on 24 cities, 161 theatre) 











LIVE OK, 
HUB 


Boston, March 18. 


this week, with ‘Back Street’ hitting 
the top tally. RKO Boston extends 
its vaudfilm policy this week, book- 
ing in a three-day stage show, in ad- 
dition to the usual four-day bill. 
‘Fantasia’ continues to draw okay 
trade at $1.65 top. 
Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-39-44-55) 
—Flying Wild’ (Mono), ‘L’il Abner’ 
(RKO), with stage show, four days; 
and ‘Lone Wolf Date’ (Col) and ‘Be- 
hind News’ (Rep) (both 2d run), 
with stage show, three days. Shap- 
ing up to okay $9,500. Last week, 
‘Meet Chump’ (U) with Cab Callo- 


way on stage, full) week, dandy 
$13,800. 
Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 28-39-44- 


55)—‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and 
‘Monster Girl’ (Par) (both 2d run). 
Heading for pleasing $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) 
‘Great Nobody’ (WB), $4,000. 
Keith Memorial (RKO) 
28-39-44-55 )—Back Street’ (U) and 
‘Make Music’ (RKO). Big $22,000 
in nine days. Last week, ‘Son 
Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Playgirl’ (RKO), 
holdover, five days, pale $7,800. 
Majestic (Shubert) (1,014% 75- 
$1.10-$1.65 )—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (8th 
wk.). Coming back slightly after 
slump, and aiming at $12,500, very 
good. Last week (7th), $12,000. 
Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 





‘Thing Called Love’ (Col), fair $4,500 
for second run. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G). Opened 
Saturday and looks like so-so $14,000. 
Last week, “Tobacco Road’ (20th), 
netted $17,700 for a spotty 10-day so- 
journ. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57-63) 
—‘Dictator’ (UA) (2d wk). Packing 
them in with socko $14,500. Last 
week, broke all records for teriff 
$17,400. 


‘EVE’ FORTE $14,000, 
DENVER; ‘SIERRA’ 106 


Denver, March 18. 

‘Lady Eve’ is hitting the jackpot at 
the Denham with $14,000, biggest 
gross in town, and deserving of a 
second session. ‘High Sierra’ also 
earning a respectable $10,000 at the 
Denver. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) after a 
week at the Denver. Nice $4,000. 
Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ (U) was nice 
at $4,500, after a week at the Den- 
ver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40) 
—‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G) and 
‘Liberty’ (M-G), after a week at the 
Orpheum. Good enough $3,000. Last 
week, ‘Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Play 
Girl’ (RKO), after a week at the 
Orpheum, fair $2,500. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750: 25-35- 
40)—‘Eve’ (Par). 
earns a holdover. Last week, ‘You’re 
the One’ (Par) with Major Bowes 
unit, very big $14,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— 
‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Blackout’ (UA). 
Nice $10,000. Last week, ‘Straw- 
berry BlonGe’ (WB) and ‘Lone Wolf 
Chance’ (Col), nice $10,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Rage in Heaven’ (M-G) and ‘Scat- 








tergood Baines’ (RKO). Poor $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ 
(M-G) and ‘Liberty’ (M-G), fine 
311,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Great Nobody’ (WB) and ‘Murder 
Among Friends’ (20th). Nice $4,500. 
“ast week, ‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and 
Boston Blackie’ (Col), $6,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (875; 25-40)—‘Nice 
Girl (U), after a week at each the 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Wagon 
Train’ (RKO). Good $200. Last 
week, ‘Western Union’ (20th), after 
a week at each the Denver and 
Aladdin, and ‘West With Peppers’ 
(Col), good $2,100, 


Big $14,000, and | 


44-55) —‘Lady Eve’ (Par) and ‘Mur- 


|der Among Friends’ (20th). So-so 
| $13,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Foot- 
|steps’ (WB) and ‘Golden Hoofs’ 


(20th), $12,500, mild. 
| Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44- 
| 55)—‘Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Liber- 
| ty’ (M-G). Headed for $15,000, good. 
|Last week, ‘Ends Night’ (UA) and 
| ‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G), $18,000, very 
| good. 
| Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39- 
44-55) —‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) 
and ‘Monster Girl’ (Par) (both 2d 
run). Adequate $6,500. Last week, 
‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) and ‘Great 
Nobody’ (WB), $6,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 28-39-44-55) 
—‘Virginia’ (Par) and ‘Flight Des- 
|tiny’ (WB) (both 2d run). Around 
$3,500 indicated. Last week, ‘Flight 
Command’ (M-G) and ‘Mad Doctor’ 
(Par) both 2d run), $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 28-39-44-55) 
—‘Come Live’ (M-G) and ‘Liberty’ 
(M-G). Heading for $12,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Ends Night’ (UA) and 
‘Maisie Lady’ (M-G), socko $14,500. 


LADY EVE’ 11G TOPS 
PROV. CHAPLIN 146 


Providence, March 18 

| ‘Lady Eve’ riding the crest at 
Strand and heading for well de- 
served holdover. ‘Dictator’ in return 
at pop prices at Loew’s in heaithy 
condition. ‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ still 
packing them into RKO Albee in 
| second week. Other stands so-so. 
Estimates for This Week 





| Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50) 
‘Mr. and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) and 
| ‘Little Men’ (RKO) (2d wk). Still 


Knocked off nifty $8,000 in opening 
week. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)— ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and 
‘Great Nobody’ (WB) (2d run). Not 
doing so well in second downtown 
week, with so-so $2,500 expected. 
Last week. ‘Hardy’s’ Secretary’ 
(M-G) and ‘Wild Man Borneo’ (M-G) 





(2d run) hurt by snow, but fair 
$2,500. 

Fay’s (Indie) (2.000; 25-35) — 
‘Shadows Stairs’ (WB) and vaude. 
Doing all right with good $6,800. Last 
|; week, ‘Along Rio rande’ (RKO) 


and vaude, fair $5,500. 
| Majestie (Fay) 2,200; 28-39-50)- 
| ‘Footsteps’ WB) and ‘Comes Happi- 


ness’ (WB). Marking time for only 
fair $6,000. Last week, ‘Tobacco 
,Road’ (20th) and ‘Great Nobody’ 
(WB), swell $10,000. 

| State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)-— 
‘Dictator’ (WB) (2d run). Packing 


| should hit around $14,000 for its re- 


$22,300, Inspiration -Orrin Tucker 216 


v 


Film biz is pretty well distributed | 


| ‘Arkansas 
| Commands’ 


| 


BACK ST.’ $22,000, 


|socko $14,000. 





and | 


(2.907 | have new product: the Albee doing | 
907; | 


| overs are boosting general 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


‘GONE’ 14G, MONTREAL | 


‘WU’ and ‘Sierra’ Dual Each $6,000— 
‘Blackout’ Second 3G 








Montreal, March 18. 
Most everybody here will be tak- 
g the leavings from ‘Gone’ which | 


turn visit at 60c top. Palace and | 
Capitol also have good pullers in | 
‘Western Union’ and ‘High Sierra.’ 

‘Blackout’ repeating at Orpheum, | 

and pointing to good $3,000. 
Estimates for This Week | 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— | 
‘Western Union’ (20th). Pointing to 
good $6,000, satisfactory in view of 
competish. Last week, ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
Smith’ (RKO), nice $6,500. 

Capito! (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )— 
‘Sierra’ (WB) and ‘Happiness’ (WB). 
Looks like good $6,000. Last week, 
‘Tall, Dark’ (20th) and ‘Ride, Kelly’ 
(20th), nice $5,500. P 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 40-60)—‘Gone’ | 
(M-G). Low admish will help rake 
in shekels. Turnaway biz at all four 
shows Friday to Sunday, looks like 
Last week’s fourth 
h.o. of ‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) faded to 


$4,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)— 
‘Invisible Woman’ (U) and ‘Melody | 
Ranch’ (Rep). Sighting around | 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Honeymoon | 
Three’ (WB) and ‘Father’s Son’ | 


(WB), weak $2,800. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Blackout’ (UA) and ‘Margie’ (U) 
(2a wk). Heading for good $3,000, 
after very nice $4,200 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | 
(1,100; 25-50)—‘Le Revolte’ (2d wk). | 
Fair $1,000 in sight, after good $1,300 | 
last week. 

St. Denis (France Film) (2,300; 25- 
34)—‘Sans Lendemain’ and ‘Bichon.’ 
Fair for Lent at $3,800. Last week, 
‘Brigade Sauvage’ and ‘Professeur 
Cupidon,’ $3,900. 


‘NOBODY’-KAYE 
$15,000, CINCY 


| 
| 














Cincinnati, March 18. 
Fresh releases are at a minimum 
this week. Only two major houses | 


fairly good with ‘Footsteps in Dark,’ | 
but the Palace submarined on ‘Girl, | 
Guy, Gob.’ Above-par takes on hold- | 
cinema | 
biz to a fair mark. ‘Strawberry 
Blonde’ in fourth week at Keith’s is 
particularly strong. 

Burg’s high b.o. notes currently are 
coming from the combo Shubert, 
with Sammy Kaye’s orchestra the | 
puller. It’s the swinging maestro’s | 
initial theatre date here. For a bit of | 
local hypo he is conducting a band- 
leading contest, calling for four 
batoners at each performance, the 


| winners competing in the last night’s | 


finals. Tommy Ryan, Kaye's ace 
warbler, hails from Néwport, Ky., 
opposite Cincy, and is rating press | 
blurbs and salutes from friends in 
audience. Shubert screen has ‘Great | 


| Mr. Nobody.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300: 33-40-50)— | 
‘Footsteps’ (WB). Fairly good | 
$10.000. Last week, ‘Tobacco Road’ | 


| (20th), $11,000, okay, but more was 


hefty and heading for grand $7,000. | 


expected. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 33-40-50) 
‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G). Move- 
over from Capitol for second week. 
Good $5,000. Last week, ‘Nice Girl’ 
(U) (2d run), fair $4,000. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)— | 
‘Along Rio Grande’ (RKO) and| 
‘Jennie’ (20th), split with ‘Marines 
Coming’ (Ind) and ‘Lucky Devils’ 
(U). Normal $2,100. Same last week 
for ‘Saint Palm Springs’ (RKO) and 
‘Behind Mask’ (Col), divided with | 
Judge’ (Rep) and ‘Devil | 

(Col). 
(RKO) 
‘Vivacious Lady’ 
All right $4,000 
Dugan’ (M-G), 
$2.500. 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB). Held fox 
third week after transfer fron 
Palace. Great $4,000. Last week, big 
$5,000. Including $12,000 initial 
week at Palace, pic pulled $23,000 on 


(1,430: 33-40-50)— 
(RKO) (revival). 
Last week, ‘Mary 
six days, very poor 


Grand 


for 


first 21 days 

Lyric (RKO) (1.400; 33-40-50) 
‘Tobacco Road’ (20th). Transferred 
from Albee for second week. Fair 
$3.500. Ditto iast week for ‘Virginia’ 


(Par) (3d run). 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 33-40-50) 
‘Girl, Guv’ (RKO). Torpedoed with 
a sorry $6000. Last week. ‘Hardy’s 
Secretary’ (M-G). swell $12.500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2.150: 33-44-60)— 
‘Great Nobody’ (WB) and Sammy 
Kaye’s band. Kaye's” swingeroos 
playing their first Cincy theatre 
date. and the magnet for a wham 
$15.000. Last week. ‘Golden Hoofs’ 
(20th) and ‘Screwhalls of 1941’ unit. 
disappointing $10,000. 
in more customers per showing thar 
did first appearance at upped prices 
Paced at snappy $14.000. Last week 
‘Rage in Heaven’ (M-G) and ‘Blond: 
Inspiration’ (M-G). okav $10.000 

Strand (Indie) (2.000: 28-40-50) 
‘Eve’ (Par) and ‘Man Betrayed’ 
(Rep). Banner-waver this week witt 


nifty $11,000 nractically in the til! 
Last week, ‘Hard-Boiled Canary’ 
(Par) and ‘Rangers Ride’ (Par) 
weak $4,500 


| ‘Arizona’ 


+ Or 


Doe Piles Up Socko 436 in Double 
L. A. Run; ‘Eve’ Plucks 186, ‘Cristo’ 
186, “Adam 15146, ‘Fantasia’ OK 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
ee rere $318,800 
(Based on 14 theatres) 
Total Gross Same Week 
i. |) Sree 
(Based on 13 theatres) 








‘HONEYMOON'21G 


WITH ‘PARIS, 
WASH. 


Washington, March 18. 

Beautiful weather for weekend 
helped Earle walk away with the 
cash, with ‘Honeymoon for Three’ 
getting fine word of mouth, one critic 
even hailing it as another ‘sleeper.’ 
One-hour edition of ‘Streets of Paris’ 
with Dr. Think-a-Drink also no small 
factor in the Earle’s take of $21,000. 

Capitol, Loew’s big vaude, is.run- 
ning a poor second with ‘Rage in 
Heaven’ and Al Trahan headlining 
the stage show. ‘Dictator,’ back at 
Palace, Loew’s straight pic house, at 
regular prices, is close third. ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith’ at Keith’s steams 
right through third week and may go 
fourth. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘Rage Heaven’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Getting by with fair $16,000. Last 


town with handsome $22,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Philadelphia’ (M-G) (2d wk-2d run). 
Excellent $5,000. Last week, soared 
to fine $6,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Honeymoon Three’ (WB) and one- 
hour version of ‘Streets of Paris’ 
vaude. Film got oe push by critics 
and with help of vaude, bill leads 
town with great $21,000. Last week, 
‘Adam’ (Col) and vaude, satisfactory 
$13,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 39-55)—‘Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith’ (RKO) (3d wk). 
Keeps right on pulling ’em in for 
excellent $7,300. Last week, swell 
$9,500. 

Met (WB) (1,600; 28-44)—‘Straw- 
berry Blonde’ (WB) (2d wk). Comes 
here after excellent week at Earle, 
and will hit fine $6,000. Last week, 
(Par) (2d wk) 
after week at Earle. Average $4,300. 


| week, ‘Hardy’s Secretary’ (M-G), led | 


| dence of this is 


Los Angeles, March 18. 

(Best Exploitation: Paramount) 
Hollywood 
gets screen 


will turn out whe it 
fare to its liking. Evie 
the terrific biz 


bein 
| rolled up at the Warners Hollywood 





} 


|}and Downtown by ‘Meet John Doe’ 
| which 


is headed for around $43,000 
on the first week. Figure includes 
$4,200 garnered at $2.20 top preem at 
the Hollywood boulevard house. 
This sets a new alltime high for both 
houses, - 

Paramount is heading for a juicy 
$18,000 with ‘The Ladv Eve,’ and 
the day-date RKO and Pantages are 
faring well with ‘Adam Had Four 
Sons’ and ‘Play Girl’ combo. 

‘Son of Monte Cristo’ is doing only 
ordinary biz at Loew’s State and 
Chinese. ‘Gone’ winds up its Four 
Star run of four weeks at pop prices 
(18) and will probably be withdrawn 
from the United Artists (downtown) 
after another stanza, due to picture 
being generally released this week 
in the Los Angeles subsequent run 
houses. ‘Fantasia’ continues a 
(Continued on page 24) 


TOBACCO’ 11146, 
BLIZ HURTS PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 18. 
(Best Exploitation: Stanley) 

Biz index this week can be found 
in the temperature reports. Bliz 
knocked bottom out of field, and it'll 
be slim takings the remainder of the 
distance unless there’s an unexpected 
break in the frigidity. 

‘Tobacco Road’ at Senator and 
‘Lady Eve’ at Penn coming through 
nicely under circumstances, with 
‘Road’ standing a chance of clock- 
ing new high, but weather's costin 
each of them at least a couple - 
grand. ‘Fantasia’ sliding off at Ful- 
ton, and there is now considerable 
doubts about its sticking power, 
while ‘Footsteps in Dark’ and Ray- 
mond Scott’s orchestra are easing 
Stanley back to one of its average 
Stanzas., 

Raft of tie-ups for 
wins exploitation 





Scott’s outfit 
nod for Stanley. 


| Band leader had his p.a. in town for 


| 


Palace (Loew) (2,242; 39-55 )—‘Dic- | 


tator’ (UA). 


also back | °°“ 


Back at regular prices | 
| after four fine weeks at 75c-$1.10 in! 


|}and suburban exploitation 


November and December. Should | 
do good $17,000 and holds. Last | 
week, ‘Western Union’ (20th), | 


slumped to poor $10,500. 


“GIRL $8,200 IN 


Indianapolis, March 18. 

With {Income taxes paid, 
are taking a breathing spell 
week and keeping leftover money in 
their 
houses 


limp along at a slow pace. 


Circle is taking the lead with ‘Nice | 
for | 


Girl’ 
Three. 


opacco 


coupled with ‘Melody 
Indiana, holding over ‘To- 
Road’ and ‘Play Girl’ for 


week, is fair. Loew’s is under 


econd 
Dal 
‘Maisie Was A Lady.’ Lyric is just 
into the black with ‘Great Mr. No- 
body’ on screen and Ray Kinney’s 
orchestra on stage 


natives | 
this | 


jeans while downtown movie | 


| 


| several days, and not a trick missed 


in newspaper 
collabs, 


stunts, music store 
record-autographing tricks, 


Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,200; 75-$1.10- 
$1.65)—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) (2d wk). 
Receding sharply, and length of stay 
now somewhat in doubt. Has been 
getting a lot of newspaper attention, 
is being 


launched for pullmotor effects, but 
|} so far engagement looks pretty un- 
promising. Drab $8,000. after just 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


dualling ‘So Ends Our Night’ and | 


| biz slide, too. 


fair $11,600 for the getaway. 


Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50)—Eve’ (Par). Raves from crix 
were immediately reflected at the 


b.o. First three days were knock- 


|; outs, but sliding temperatures made 


WEAK INDPLS. 


At that should have 
stored up enough over week-end to 
insure at least $15,500, good enough 
to insure a moveover to Warner. Last 
week, ‘Ends Night’ (UA), pretty aw- 
ful at under $7,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 25-35-50)—‘Straw- 
berry Blonde’ (WB) (3d wk). Here 
on heels of successive clicks at both 
Warner and Penn, and has enough 
stuff left even to ride out.the ele- 
ments. Can’t miss around $3,200 
very good Last week, ‘Virginia’ 
(Par) around $2,700, this one com 
ing in, too, after Penn-Warner runs. 

Senator (Harris) (1,700; 25-35-50) 

‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) This has 
always been the hottest town in the 
country for the original play, so big 


| biz for film version wasn’t entirely 


Weather, too, is against heavy 
downtown traffic. Week-end biz was 
hampered by snow and rains, and | 


falling temperature is hurting week 
days. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
40)—‘Nice Girl’ (U) and ‘Melody 
Three’ ‘RKO). Good $8,200. Last 
week, ‘Buck Privates’ (U) and 
Where Get Girl’ (U), weak $5,400. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40 )—‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Play 
Girl’ (RKO) (2d wk). Fair $5,000. 
Last week, same pix in first stanza 
hit nifty $12,500, going great guns 
over the weekend and hitting bottom 
on week days. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40)— 
‘Ends Night’ (UA) and ‘Maisie Lady’ 
(M-G). Fair $7,500. Last week, ‘Son 
Cristo’ (UA) and ‘Keeping Company’ 
(M-G), poor $6,000. 

Lyrie (Lyric) (1.900; 25-30-40)— 
‘Great Nobody’ (WB) and Ray Kin- 
ney’s orchestra on stage with added 
acts. Okay $8.500. Last week, ‘Flight 
Destiny’ (WB) and Jan _ Savitt’s 
hestra, red $8,000. 





unexpected, With a decent break 
In weather, might have rolled up a 
new high for the house. May do it 
yet, notwithstanding Looks like 
around $11,500 but stands a chance 
of gettIng few hundred more than 
that needed to set a record. Holds 
over  indef. Last week, ‘Buck 
Privates’ (U) (2d wk), allright $4,400. 

Stanley (WB) (3,660; 25-40-60)— 
‘Footsteps’ (WB) and Raymond Scott 
orchestra. Everybody’s talking about 
Scott’s outfit, and it’s responsible for 
most of draw although Errol Flynn's 
name is probablv pulling in some. 
Around $16,000 looked for, and could 
have easily been $20,000. Last week, 
‘Come Live’ (M-G) with Andrews 
Sisters and Joe Venuti’s orchestra, 
wowed ’em, finishing close to $24,- 


000. 


| ‘Flight Destiny’ 


} me 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)— 
(WB) and ‘Henry’ 
(Par). First twinner this house has 
had in months, what with flock of 
pix coming here on moveover from 
Penn of late. Not bad at $4,700. Last 
week, ‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB).on 
yveover from Penn, great $7,700 
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Warnes Bros.,-on behalf of . a 


Frank Capra and Robert Riskin,take this means” : 


: of thanking the motion picture critics and the movie- . 
a public of NEW YORK (Rivoli and Hollywood Theaters), 
MIAMI (Paramount and Beach Theaters), LOS ANGELES (Hollywood : 

and Downtown Theaters), and OKLAHOMA CITY (Criterion 2 
Theater) for both the supers peeks acclaim and the 
e  — unprecedented, yet not-unexpected, business 


which greeted the world premieres 


0 


FRANK CAPRAS 
PRODUCTION FOR 1941 


GARY earr7d BARBARA 


COOPER: STANWYCK 
HN Do 


EDWARD ARNOLD : WALTER BRENNAN 


Spring Byington » James Gleason and Gene Lockhart i 
This Screen Play, as were most of the major successes of Frank Capra, is by 


ROBERT RISKIN 


Directed by Frank Capra 


Distributed by Vitegreph, Inc. 


Produced at the Studios of WARNER BROS. 


LOSES 
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Chaplin, Snow White’ Preferred 
By French Among Revival Films 





Lyons, Feb. 22. 


Charles Chaplin and ‘Snow White’ 
share top honors in a contest con- 
ducted by Figaro, published in this 
city, which asks its readers what 10 
picts they would like to see again. 


Chaplin, known to the French as 
‘Charlot,’ received the most individ- 
ual votes of any actor, while tops 
among films was ‘Snow White.’ 
Ninety-two showed their preference 
for ‘Gold Rush’ among the Chaplin 
films, with ‘City Lights’ second with 
26, ‘Circus,’ 23, and ‘The Kid,’ 9. 
‘Snow White’ topped film preferences 
with 95 votes. 

Topping French films was ‘Trois 
de Saint- Cyr’ with 75 votes. Re- 
leased several months before the 
Armistice, it’s about the French West 
Point at Saint Cyr. Rene Clair was 
generally the most popular French 
director. 

The classics won over the moderns 
in the legit category with Moliere 
taking most votes, but with Jean 
Giraudoux’ ‘La Guere de _ Troie 
n’Aura Pas Lieu’ taking top honors 


among individual plays with 135 
votes. 
Jules Romain’s ‘Knock’ came sec- 


ond among modern plays with 90 
votes altheugh Charles Dullin was 


second among preferred modern 
authors, his ‘Volpone’ getting 70 
votes. 





British Exhibs, Renters 
In Agreement on Broken 


Contracts Due to the War 





London, Feb. 22. 


Tiff between exhibitors and rent- 
ers concerning cancellation of con- 
tracts held by a blitzed house was 
amicably settled when agreement 


was reached as to procedure in the | 


future. 

Much-criticized probe into finan- 
cial setup of cinemas concerned is to 
be modified, thus meeting major beef 
of exhibs who objected to opening 
their books. A permanent joint com- 
mittee will function to deal with all 
requests from exhibs, whether due to 
actual bombing or closure forced on 
them by other war conditions. 


Question of completion of contracts | 
when a cinema reopens was deferred | 


to a later | meeting. 


GEO. FORMBY CONFIRMS 
HIS COLUMBIA DEAL’ 


London, March 18. 
Officially confirmed today (Tues- 
day ) that George Formby has formed 
his own production company te re- 
lease through Columbia Pictures. 
With the withdrawal 
from Associated Talking Pictures, 
that British film distributor probably 
will release its product 
United Artists and close down 
own distribution organization. 








its 








Return French Culture 


Control to Cabinet Post: 





Vichy, Feb. 22. 

Cinema, radio, press, propaganda 
and literature, whose control was 
taken away from the Vice Premier 
of the Council when Pierre Laval 
was ousted from the Vichy govern- 
ment, is back under that office’s jur- 
isdiction. 

The Vice Premier’s post was elim- 
inated and cinema, radio, etc., were 
placed under Marshal Petain’s di- 
rect authority. However, with Ad- 
miral Darlan’s appointment as Vice 
Premier with right of succession to 
Petain, radio, cinema and the others 
have been turned over to him by a 
recent decree. The Admiral ifs also 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Interior 
and Navy. 





of Formby | 


through | 


NEW PROCESSED LIGHTING 





J. A. Ojerholm Enhances Ordinary 
Film With Individual Tones 





London, Feb. 22. 

Working with his Olympic Labora- 
tories, John A. Ojerholm has de- 
veloped a process for investing ordi- 
nary film stock with individual tone 
value on the screening end. Proc- 
ess is not considered costly and was 
used for first time in Par’s ‘Quiet 
Wedding.’ Development brings out 
of background players and sets, giv- 
ing them an individual quality be- 
yond that provided by existing light- 
ing. 

Olympic is a Par subsid here; 
Ojerholm was with former’s New 
York office, arriving this side a vear 
ago. 


JUKEBOX IDEA 
SPREADS IN 
AUSSIE 


Sydney, Feb. 26 

The growth of ‘penny pix’ (juke- 
box in the U. S.) is being closely 
watched here by certain interested 
parties, who will, if the ‘penny’ idea 
continues to click abroad, press the 
government for import permission in 
the near future. 

Idea is, apart from selling to clubs 
and department stores, to open up- 
town and downtown locations for 
spotting the machines, charging no 
admission, but seeking revenue from 
the machines on morn-to-night play- 
ing basis. From Sydney, it’s hoped 
to spread the idea right through the 
Commonwealth, with a bid in New 
Zealand to be made, too. 
| It’s believed that the government 
!is looking with some favor to the 
‘penny’ import play, seeing in it a 
good opportunity to gain additional 
revenue. Drawback, however, will 











probably be that the government 
will insist, providing permission is 


forthcoming, that all coin gotten by 
| the sponsors must remain in Aus- 
tralia for the duration of the war. 


vision, which was 
here commercially a couple of years 
ago, but faded out with the outbreak 
of war, ‘penny pix,’ neverthless,*are 
seen by pic men as a definite head- 
|ache should the government grant | 
an okay. 

| 

| 

' 


25 FILM PEOPLE FORM 





| stage plays. 
ithe actors, 


|of companies now 


| War 
While not such a problem as tele- | 
said due to hit | 


OKAY ON SUNDAY 
aHUW A BOON 


However, Claim Is That Pre- 
dictions Are Too Early 
Since a Hefty Nazi Air 


Raid Can Usurp Any Gains 
—Besides, Final Approval 


Rests With Local Authori-| 


ties on Sabbath Perform- 
ances 


TAX ‘DISCRIMINATION’ 





London, Feb. 22. 
In a flush of enthusiasm 


with stories of bountiful biz sure 
to result from new wartime measure 


permitting Sunday stage shows. 
However, it’s held to be too early 
for such predictions. One hefty raid 
can set back a host of patronage. 
That’s been the case before and fol- 
lows regularly when an area gets 
the blitz visit. Moreover, final okay 
to the opening is still in hands of lo- 
authorities. Before West End 
can go the Sabbath route London 
County Council has to give the nod 


cal 


on the matter. 
Greatest victory for legit is in ob- 


| taining government’s sanction of the 


proposal that the Sunday Charity 
Tax be lifted. Cinemas are still held 
ito the levy on their Sunday screen- 
ings, an angle bound to result in an 
immediate outburst from film trade, 
crying discrimination. 

This about-face by the govern- 
ment on Sunday legit, albeit tagged 
‘temporary,’ is opening wedge in at- 
taining a lasting Sabbath date for 

Usual conditions caver 
etc., with Monday gen- 
erally fixed as day for shuttering 
and rest. Thesps are bound to profit | 


under the deal since widening of ter- 
ritory, if local okays are forthcom- | 


will mean increasing number 


playing the road. 


ing, 


Revivals Due In 


In line with the setup of World 
One, legit here is going in for 
revivals earnestly when preparing 
attractions for the summer ‘season.’ 
At the moment indications are 


| there’ll be little of anything new for 


MEXICAN FILM CO-OP, 


Mexico City, March 18 

Twenty-five top distributors, di- 
rectors, editors, writers and musi- 
cians have organized the Cinema- 
tographic Production and Service 
Cooperative Society, officers of 
which are: 

Emilio Amero, prez; Jose Men- 
darozqueta, sec, and Landeiino Wen- 
cel, treasurer. 


Group intends to collectively dis- 
tribute pix and make films of an 
‘artistic, tourist attracting and pub- 
licity, educational, scientific and 
documenta! nature.” Production and 
distribution 
'end of March. 


London Washup 


London, Feb. 22. 

| Union Cinemas Subsidiary, Ltd., 
following an arrangement okayed by 
Union, Associated British and Equity 
and Law Life Insurance Co., is being 
voluntarily wound up so debenture 








| ferred stockholders. 

A new Company will take over 
chain’s 17 houses and en 
plus the sinking fund policy now 
i charged to Equity and Law Li te. 


| stir with its ori 


| sicals 


are to start about the | 


| 


| 


| officials 


| 


| day) in N, Y. 
nection with a $10,000 action by Kurt | 


West End stages when 


slumber below ground. Neither 
writers nor managers are taking | 
chances. 


Perhaps queerest booking of all is 
‘Once A Crook,’ comedy-thriller due 
in next month. Starring Gordon 
Harker, piece made no appreciable 
ginal bow, and picture 
version will hit not long 
after play’s second Film 
also stars Gordon Harker 

Other revival is ‘Thunder Rock,’ 
with Walter Hudd replacing Michael 
Redgrave in the Charleston role. 
Filmite West End 
and on road. The awaited mu- 
‘Applesauce’ and ‘Shep 
Pie,’ along with the current 
Brutus,’ are all from stock. 


screens 


unveiling 


played it for both 
the 
herd’s 
‘Dear 


Austrian Film’s Remake 
Rights Subject of Suit 


Application to examine Loew’s 
before trial] resulted in a 
uecision yesterday (Tues- 
supreme court, 


reserved 


Pilzer against 
Plaintiff is 
film company 


the film company, 
the assignee of a Vienna 
called Walter Reisch 


| Filmgesellschaft. 
‘stock can be distributed among pre- 


' for $10,000. 


In November, 1936, the Vienna 
| company sold the remake rights to a 
film called ‘Silhouetten’ to Loew’s 
A print was delivered, 
Loew’s failed to pay. Film com- 
has entered a gene al denial 


bu 
pany 


legit 
circles here are flooding the press | 


‘| with a combined gross of $415,000 
|LCC has not yet indicated its stand 


patron-time | 
| lifts its head from enforced winter | 


in con- | 


BRITISH LEGIT OPTIMISTIC 





Deutsch Plans Direct Fi inanicing 
Of British-Mades With Rank, Woolf 


+ 
LIVINGSTON BEATS RAP | London, March 18. 
| Oscar Deutsch, who hitherto has 
assured his Odeon theatre circuit of 
| product by giving minimum guaran- 
Maurice Livingston's friends in | tees which were negotiable by the 
New York have been apprised that | producers, now has a scheme for con- 
the former United Artists rep in| sideration with J. Arthur Rank and 
Paris has beaten a jam with the | Charles M. Woolf for direct financing 
| seo over alleged or in @ | of pictures. This will serve the dual 
io ler-smuggling P a are ,.,.| purpose of assuring himself of prod- 
| Mrs. Livingston is awaiting he Sng 
| husband in -Lisbon from whence Uct besides contributing to the 
| they're due to sail in the near fu- | lease output of General Film Dis- 
ture, as soon as he’s expedited from | triputors, of which Rank is chairman 
occupied France. Although an'!. d Woolf j tat iil 
American, his Jewish faith for a *” OH © MONAGNE CivecteT. 
Pictures would be made at the 


time added to the film man’s com- 
| plications with the authorities. Denham studios, with Harold Boxall 
in charge. Rank has financial inter- 


é 9 ests in the Odeon circuit, GFD and 
Denham, and will not have any addi- 
tional interest in the distributon and 


exhibition of product under this con- 
| 
templated arrangement. 
— 
Mexico City, March 18. 
(M-G) 


Understood there is a likelihood 
| Woolf will join the directorate of 
With the Wind’ 
boxoffice records here 








N. Y. Friends Hear UA Rep Freed by | 
Nazis on Smuggling Charge 








re- 





Odeon’s, with Deutsch in a similar 
| position on the board of GFD. Ar- 
| rangement on production was held 
|up by Deutsch’s illness but now is 
| going ahead, 


Carnival Spending 
Indicates Show Biz 
Rise in §. America 








‘Gone 
smashed all 





| (Mex.) ($83,000 U. S.) during its 


|exhibitions at the first-run Cines | 
| Alameda and Iris. But this click, as | 
was demonstrated in the first week, | 
was uneven; of the gross, the Ala- 
meda accounted for $355,000 (Mex.) | 
| ($71,000 U. S.). This cinema got the | 
| bulk of the biz right from the start. 
The Iris dropped ‘Gone’ after three 
weeks of the scheduled six-weeks 
'run at both cinemas when its gross 
was only $60,000 (Mex.) ($12,000 U. 
S.). In the first week, this pic 
grossed $75,000 (Mex,) ($15,000 U. S.) 





Buenos Aires, March 18. 
Carnival—South America’s best 
barometer of entertainment biz possi- 
bilities for the year—indicates 1941 
is going to be better than expected 
| throughout the continent. 


Week-long celebration, which pre- 


'at the Alameda. It is understood cedes Lent, proved, according to 
that the dropping of ‘Gone’ by the | showmen, that despite hard times 
| Irie cost it its contract with Metro, | and lack of armament cash, they're 
the film’s distributor. still willing to plank down hard- 
| ‘Gone,’ at $3 fop (60c U. S.), did | earned pesos for a good time. 


establish a b.o. record here that is | 
| likely to stand for a long time. No 
other pic has done anywhere as well 
in Mexico. It, too, is the first pic 
here to play a large cinema for six 


Checking cash returns against last 
year, show people found returns gen- 
| erally a third higher in almost every 
section of Latin-America. In Rio 
which surpasses everything else in 


weeks. True, ‘All This and Heaven,|§.A. as far as Carnival celebrations 
Too’ (WB) is in its 12th consecutive go- -and here in B.A , which comes 


week here, a record-breaking run for 
a pic in Mexico. But this film is on 
view at a small cinema, the Cine 
Rex, which only accommodates 1,000. 

‘Rebecca’ (UA) is the runner-up 
to ‘Gone’ in point of b.o. and a long 
|run at one stand here. This pic had 


next, war clouds, which to this con- 
tinent mean lack of exports to Eu- 
rope, apparently won’t cut in on box- 
offices to any Serer able extent. 


‘PITT THE YOUNGER’ TO 


a total gress of $157,000 (Mex.) 
it piayed the Cine Alameda, 8 STAR ROBERT DONAT 


The Alameda is owned and oper- 
ated by the Emilio Azcarraga inter- 


: London, Feb. 22. 
ests, which also own and operate ; . ; , 
local radio stations KEW (100.000 Delegates to Twentieth Century’s 
watts) and XEQ (50,000 watts). sales meet at Manchester this week 

onane a received news from Sutton Dawes 
AUSTRALIAN EXHIBS NIX sales chief, that Robert Donat would 
be starring for them in ‘Pitt the 

Younger.’ Picture will go into work 


1 about 


two months. 


50%, RENT ON ‘DICTATOR’ 5 ut 


. production unit on this 
Sinden ‘ Feb 26 1e 


had a deal to make six for M-G 
Latest pic to hit exhibs’ ire is ‘Dic- , under the quota setup. Donat may 
tator’ (UA). Aussie exhibs do not | thus be made available to Metro as 


a part of that deal. 


Sn 


50% for 
indicated 


favor percentage terms of 
|} a general playaround as 


by United Artists. Following hud- a " 

dies the Exhibs Assn. decided to B Ss 

black out the pic. Understanding ritish Film Workers 

here is that UA will not unbend 4 Bo 
= Receive Pay Boosts 


Pic is presently grossing enormous- | 
ly for Hoyts. 


Ballet Russe’s $32,000 


Mexico City, March 18 
The biggest ballet gross garnered 
in Mexico in recent times was 
copped by the original Ballet Russe. 
troupe, which took in $160,000 (Mex) 
during its eight performances at the 
Palace of Fine Arts (National thea- 





London, Feb. 22. 

Agreement has been negotiated by 

Ass’n of Cine Technicians and Pro- 

ducers committee ver a general 

upping in pay for all studi Oo workers. 

| New deal is in line with that already 

'inked by union with Denham and 

Pinewood studios and will bring war 
bonus to $2.75 weekly. 


Ass’n of Cinema and Theatre Em- 





to cr 


tre). plovees also reached an agreement 
Total i $32,000 in American | with the producers covering weekly 
money workers, 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 





Jock Lawrence, who pals in a sort of way with the newspaper fraternity 
in the film colony, stepped out into the military field last week to regulate 
the publicity plans of a regular army officer, sent to Hollywood to handle 
exploitation on a recruiting drive for the U. S. service. The soldier got in 
touch with a freelance press agent and was taken to task by Lawrence. 
What did he mean by trying to publicize Government projects without 
consulting Lawrence? As assistant to the president of the Producers Assn., 
Lawrence told the officer he would handle all national defense publicity 


emanating from Hollywood. 


The Academy of Motion Pictures, 


Arts 


and Sciences is reported to have prt its foot down on Lawrence’s move 
to take over the publicity of that body through the establishment of the 


Public Relations Institute. 


It was pointed out that if Lawrence handled 


the publicity, the action would lend credence to reports of producer 


control. 





Bankruptcy filed in Los Angeles last week by Cliff (‘Ukelele Ike’) Ed- 
wards is second attempt of the actor to go through the wringer. First action, 
under 77B, was filed in 1937, following which Edwards made an effort to 


liquidate the numerous claims listed. 


- Inability to get work, however, re- 


sulted in failure of this plan and straight voluntary bankruptcy was de- 


cided upon. 
a total indebtedness of $25,859.50. 


Secured claims amount to $429, and unsecured $25,330.50, for 
Among creditors listed are National 


Broadcasting Co., $14.42; Western Costume Co., $10.50; Victor’s restaurant 
in Hollywood, $25.99; Jay Thorpe, Inc., of New York, $1,180.78, and the 
British government $280, covering income tax for 1935. 





This really happened in the Esquire, Toledo, on Feb. 28: Just before | 
Harry Langdon and Betty Blythe began their marital battle in the film, | 








2,150,000 OUT OF N.Y.’S 6,480,754 (347) 


PATRONIZE FILMS AND LEGIT EVERY WEEK 


A Man’s Lot 





Hollywood, March 18. 

Male predominates over the 
female of the species by a score 
of 45 to 29 on the contract list 
at 20th-Fox. 

Reason is 18 young actors be- 
ing groomed as candidates for 
leading men jobs. 











‘Asst. Mgr., Beaten Up 


By Theatre Rowdies, 
Given 6 Weeks’ Pay 


Detroit, March 18. 
Ruling that Lawrence Appleford, 





‘Misbehaving Husbands,’ something went wrong with the sound system ' assistant manager of a picture house 
and it began picking up bits of various radio broadcasts, including a blow-| jn Royal Oak, who was beaten up 


by-blow description of the Lew Jenkins-Lou Ambers boxing bout. 


Entire 


| by persons he ejected from the 


sound system has been gone over and manager Wallace Caldwell says it| house, was injured ‘in the course of 


can't happen again. 





Even with the cooperation of the U. S. Navy, Warners is having a tough 
time shooting background and atmospheric scenes for ‘Dive Bomber’ at the 


San Diego air base. 


Strict naval regulations require all filming to be done 


between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. Any actor or technici.n found on the reserva- 


tion after 4 o’clock must remain overnight. 
Officers are doing their best to help the filming, 


afternoons or Sundays. 


There is no shooting on Saturday 


but they are not allowed to interrupt the naval routine. 





Hands across the Rio Grande is exemplified by President Avila Ca- 
macho’s proclamation of Mexico's first Motion Picture Festival, from April 
12-15, which coincides with the world premiere of James Roosevelt’s pic- 


ture, ‘Pot o’ Gold.’ 


Planeloads of screen and newspaper names from New 


York and Hollywood are readying to hop across the border as guests of 


the Government of Mexico. 





Contract players at Warners are getting a heavy workout during the 


his employment,’ the Michigan Su- 
preme Court awarded him six 
weeks’ workman’s compensation. 
The questioning of his right to the 
weekly payments came because the 
attack occurred after he had left the 
theatre and was on his way home. 


Along with the ruling that the 
beating was something that stemmed 
out of his handling of the public in 
his theatre capacity, the court also 
took a rap at the Royal Oak police 
whom the State Department of 
Labor contended failed to give him 
adequate protection. Appleford’s 
jaw was broken in four places by 
the youths he ejected from the 
house and the compensation was 





Bernerd’s Prod. Plans 


| Jeffrey Bernerd, former Gaumont- 
British exec, may enter independent 
film production field in the east, pos- 
sibly in association with Earle W. 
Hammons, upon his return from Hol- 
lywood in April. Bernerd is on way 
to the Coast to sit in on production of 
‘Kiss Of Death,’ first film to be made 
| by Edward A. Golden, 

Meanwhile Bernerd has set up Six- 
teen M.M. Pictures, Inc., which he 
will further develop during spring 
and summer months. Will Jordan, 
formerly with Films, Inc., has joined 
new 16 mm. setup. 


Cut-Rate 4-Hour Shows 
To Combat F&M’s St. Loo 











St. Louis, March 18. 

Retaliation against the policy of 
some of the Fanchon & Marco houses 
in presenting triple-feature programs 
has resulted in Wehrenberg-Kaimann 
circuit (25 nabes in St. Louis and ad- 
jacent St. Louis County) starting 
|four-hour shows, thrice weekly, at 
| reduced prices and film row observ- 
ers see a ‘fight to the death.’ 


Triphing Augurs a ‘War’ 





Manhattan, Brooklyn and Bronx Only Used in N. Y. 
Survey for Statistics — Would Disprove Sports, 
Other Fields, Making Any Big Inroads 


| A survey of Greater New York 


theatres, based on the most reliable 
figures and estimates obtainable, 
would indicate that film and legit 
shows are getting a very substantial 
share of public attention. The statis- 
tics gathered would tend to disprove 
theories that other forms of enter- 
tainment and sports are making dan- 
gerous inroads on the theatre. 


An average of about 2,150,000 peo- 
ple patronize pictures and legit 
weekly in Manhattan, Brooklyn and 
the Bronx. While the attendance 
varies considerably during different 
seasons of the year, going up and 
down as much as 50%, it is calcu- 
lated that the approximate 2,150,000 
would be close when broken down 
for a 52-week period. In terms of 
gross, at an average of only 25c. a 
persons, this would add to $537,500 
weekly or $27,950,000 per year. 


There are 391 film houses at pres- 
ent in operation in Greater New 
York. A _ total of 56 are closed. In 
the legit column approximately 50 
houses are devoted to this form of 
entertainment but the number open 
fluctuates a lot from a sometimes 
summer low of a half dozen to more 
than the 28 now op@. 


1,000-1,500 Average Theatre 


Picture theatres vary from a seat- 
ing capacity of less than 500 to more 
than 5,000. Average would be some- 
where between 1,000 and 1,500. Best 
authorities judge that the weekly at- 


awarded: for the time he was off 
work. 


current production drive. With 21 out of 23 stars and 34 out of 47 fea- 
ture, ‘Pot o’Gold,’ in Mexico City. Planeloads of screen and newspaper 
names from New York and Hollywood are readying to hop across the 
border as guests of the Government of Mexico. Film is called ‘Money from 
Heaven’ in Mexico. 


tendance would strike a mean aver- 
age of at least 5,000 for a total nume- 
ber of patrons on the week of ap- 
proximately 1,956,000. The estimate 
on legit is slightly more than 
8,000,000 ticket sales on the year or 
slightly more than 150,000 per week. 

According to figures of the New 
York Film Board of Trade the popu- 
lation of Manhattan, Brooklyn and 
the Bronx totals 6,480,754. If the 
weekly attendance of 2,150,000 is sub- 
stantially correct, then about 34% 
of the population patronize films and 
legit shows. Just how much of this 
is represented by transient trade 
cannot be said but it probably is less 
Contrary to reports, film is not to | | than 5%. 


go back for retakes nor is it going | 306 SCORES IN B’KLYN Per Borough Breakdown 
| 


to be shelved. average of 1,956,000 


The opening gun was fired last | 
week when the Apollo, a west end 
house of the W-K circuit, began the | 
four-hour shows with two features 
|and 60 mins. of: shorts, with the 


PAR WITHDRAWS ITS 


Nr : | ‘HARD-BOILED CANARY’ = ated tom 2: fo 2 
Operators Consider Sympathy Strike | “’™" re eae Tae 


Already dated in numerous thea- | ing triple features. Wehrenberg, 
e * 6 a * 
With Bldg. Service Union in Detroit 


tres, including the Paramount, N. Y., | prez of the MPTOA of Eastern Mis- 




















where it was to open today (Wed.) |souri and Southern Illinois, said he 


‘Hard-Boiled Canary’ has been with- | had been unsuccessful in his efforts 
drawn from release by Paramount, | to obtain a promise from F&M execs 
| with hasty substitutions made as a | to discontinue triples and, in self- | 
| defense, he must combat it. 


| result. | 


Detroit, March 18. ,; 
Indications of an operators’ strike 
in sympathy with the Building Serv- 


when the Detroit case was carried 
before the national convention of the | 
AFL and George E. Browne, of the 
|IATSE, a member of the executive | 








A seven-day 











ice Workers Union which ‘would | body, was assignéd to handle the It was originaily called ‘There’s | Court Rules People’s Cinema Employ | payees at film ticket windows would 
shutter all but one of the downtown | matter here. | Magic in Music,’ whole idea having Only IATSE Men lindicate about 32% of the popula- 
houses here has grown strong. | Ray Carroll, head of Service Work- | been based on a kids music camp in | tion of Manhattan, Brooklyn and 

Pickets of the union. have been/ers Union, continues to hit the air! Michigan. At first projected along} Local 306 of the International Al-| the Bronx are supporting the flick- 
patroling the five downtown houses | six days a week and in one of his | serious lines, it was subsequently | liance of Theatrical Stage Employees ©2°. In Manhattan, where the popu- 
operated by United Detroit, Bala-/| recent broadcasts calling attention to | ‘hardened’ a bit and the title of| was given an award over the| /ation is 1,796,100, a total of 199 pic- 
ban’s Adams and also major nabes of | the $100,000 estate left by Joe ‘Hard-Boiled Canary’ tacked on.| Independent Theatre Owners of| ture theatres are in operation; in 
piped since Christmas and now the Penner, son of an immigrant auto Music. societies and organizations America and the People’s Cinema. Brooklyn with a population of 
union is moving toward more dras-| worker here, as the kind of money | protested, Paramount deciding a few | Brooklyn, when Justice Aaron J. | 3;!46.295 the N. Y. Film Board lists 
tic action. Executive board of the! kicking around in the amusement days ago that it would be advisable | Levy in N. Y. supreme court directed 101 as open, while in me Bronx, 
Building Employees has voted full! business as contrast to the present | to turn back to the original title and | the People’s Cinema to employ only which houses 1,538,359 people, 91 is 
support to the union and it also was | wages the theatre janitors were get- national music week in the figure. 


decided to call for the support of the 
operators in a sympathy strike. 

There is plenty of evidence to 
show that the support would be 
given since it now has become neces- 
sary for the AFL groups here to de- 
fend their position. C.LO. is strong 
here because of the organization of 
thousands of automobile workers and 
last week the C.LO. groups signed a 
contract with the Olympia taking in 
close to 100 ushers, doormen, ice- 
makers, etc., in a spot in which AFL 
group now has musicians, janitors, 
etc. The C.I.0. was able to move in 
readily because a large number of 
the ushers are part-time workers who 
already hold cards in the union 
through their other employment in 
automobile plants. 


Concentrating Support 


However, the move of the rival 
union has been instrumental in con- 
centrating support behind the long- 
drawn-out picketing of the theatre 
janitors who are seeking an eight- 
hour-day, $5 a day scale. AFL groups 
are expected to throw their weight 
behind them now to protect their 
position which would mean siriking 
the Michigan, United Artists and 
Palms-State of United Detroit’s first- 
runs and the chain’s Madison. and 
Broadway-Capitol, also downtown, 
and the Fisher, Cinderelia, Riviera, 
Roosevelt and Eastown in the nabes 
as well as the Balaban house, another 
first-run. It would leave only the 
Fox free in the downtown belt. 

Indications that the stagehands 
ind musi¢ will be called out 


long with the operators w wn 


lands 
as sh 


| plenty 


His Penner reference pulled 
of mail response since the 
comedian was a high favorite in his 
home town. 

Now that the weather is warming, 
Carroll announced that he would 
send 400 girl pickets onto the present 
lines in front of the downtown 
houses. 


ting. 


TMAT’S CHARGES VS. 
SCHULTE WITH NLRB 


Detroit, March 18. 

Charges are being filed with 
National Labor Relations Board here 
by the Theatre Managers and Agents 


the 


| Union charging the Schulte Circuit 
| with discouraging union activity and 


demanding bargaining recognition. 
A precedent for such an appeal to 
the NLRB was set, according to 


Clayton Bordner, union attorney, in 
a case in New Jersey in which it 


was ruled a booker came under the | 


Wagner Act. 

Union has filed notice witn 
State—a 30-day wait is requirea in 
Michigan—of its intent to strike at 
the Schulte houses. Bordner said 
that automatically put the case un- 
der the national law since the strike 
would impede the flow of films in 
interstate commerce. 

NLRB in Detroit has agreed to 
take over jurisdiction in the matter 
on those arguments. The union has 
been seeking a $40 minimum wage 
in the circuit’s houses and want sal- 
according to theatre 


aries scaled 


$1ze. 


the | 


tie in with 
May. However, no changes will be 
made in the film except the title 
Alan Jones and Suzanna Foster are 
in the top spots. 


Original release date was March 
14. 

Herczeg Owes $71,129 
Geza Herczeg, scenarist and au- 
thor, filed a voluntary petition of 
bankruptcy in N. Y. federal court 
Wednesday (12), listing assets of 
$150 and liabilities of $71,129. In| 


1939 Herczeg earned $6,800 


Creditors include Leopoldine Her- 


ezeg, to whom $52,000 is owed: Mr. 
and Mrs. (Maria Jeritza) Winnie 
Sheehan, $2,800; Alexander Korda, 


$2,000; Otto Preminger, $1,000; and 
Frank Orsatti, $250. 


IA’s Michigan Drive 
Detroit, March 18. 
Renewing its campaign out-state 
the IATSE has started a drive against 


at Grand 
Roger M. 


non-union houses 

According to 
Kennedy, international vice-presi- 
dent, pickets have been thrown 
around the-.house considered the key 
to the city, the Savoy, operated by 
Murray and Goodrich. 


seven 
Rapids 


Others on the list are nabes with 
the Fulton, operated by Leo J. Rob- 
inson, as the next in line on the 
| IATSE prograrn 


306 men in conformity with a con- 
tract between 306 and the ITOA 
made in January, 1937. No money 
damages were awarded and costs 
were split between plaintiff and de- 
fendants. 


| People’s Cinema joined the ITOA 


| after the contract was made, and had 

asserted it was not bound by the 
agreement. The ITOA had sought to 
be let out on the grounds that the 
dispute between People’s and 
306. 


was 


Deanna’s Just-in-Case 


Hollywood, March 18 

Universal ordered a rewrite job 
on the next Deanna Durbin starrer, 
‘Ready For Romance,’ in case it is 
necessary to substitute another top 
' male name for Charles Boyer, who is 
working in ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ 
j}at Paramount and is not likely to 
| finish the picture in time for the 
Universal role. 

‘Romance’ 
April 1 to allow time for Miss Dur- 


bin’s marriage April 18 to Vaughn 
Paul. 


PAR RENEWS PAIR 
Hollywood, March 18. 
Paramount renewed its contracts 
with Fred MacMurray and Paulette 
Goddard. 
Currently MacMurray is on loan to 


Warners in ‘Dive Bomber’ and Miss 
Goddard is in ‘Hold Back the Dawn’ 
!on the home lot. 


is slated to roll about | 


The larger downtown film theatres 
play to an amazing number of per- 
sons, but vary according to seasons, 
weather and, last but not least, the 
attractions on display. <A_ recent 
good week showed that slightly 
over 500,000 people went to seven of 
the downtown deluxers, the Music 
Hall, Roxy, Capitol, Paramount, 
Strand, Rivoli and State. The range, 
according to figures for that week, 
indicated an attendance’ variance 
from 25,000 for one house to 110,000 
for another. Taken over a year, it is 


believed that the ticket-buyer at 
film b.o.’s would range from a low on 
a bad week of around 200.000 to 
1,000,000 or close on such holiday 
weeks as Labor Day, Thanksgiving, 
Christmas and New Year’ Passes 
for the big first runs vary from un- 


der 100 to over 500, depending on the 
pictures and also whether they are 
on first weeks or on holdovers. Aver- 


age on first weeks ranges between 
200 and 300 for the downtown de 


luxers. In the nabes the passes run 
from a mere handful to over 50. 





Villainy Takes a Cut 


Hollywood, March 18. 





New series of two-reelers with 
contract players in the top roles is 
being readied at Warners for the 
1941-42 program under the general 
title of Miniature Melodramas. First 
is ‘The Dog in the Orchid,’ to be fol- 
lowed by ‘The Bells’ and ‘The 
Monkey's Paw.’ 

Jean Negulesco directs under su- 
ervision of Gordon Hollingshead. 
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MEET JOHN DOE 


Warner Bros. release of Frank Capra 
production, directed by Capra. stars Gury 
Cooper, Barbara Stanwyck; features Ed- 
ward Arnold, Walter Brennan, Spring bBy- 
ington, James Gleason, Screenplay by Rob- 
ert Riskin from story by Richard Conne!}l, 
Robert Presnell; camera, George Barnes; 
editor, Daniel Mandeli; photographic ef- 


fects, Slavko Vorkapich and Jack Cosgrove; 


asst. director, Arthur Black; score Dimitri 
Tiwimkin; musical director, Leo F. Fort 
stein. At WB Hollywood and Rivoli, N. Y., 
concurrently beginning March 12, ‘4l. 
Running time, 129 MINS, 

Beem DOWisccsics : coe ..Gary Cooper 
Ann Mitchell...ccecccese Barbara Stanwyck 


D. B. NOrton...-ccscccene ..-Edward Arnold 
The ‘Colonel’....... eeeoe. Walter Brennan 
Mrs. Mitchell.............-Spring Byington 
Donnell... cccecccccescccecce denen Giessen 
Mayor Lovett.ccccccccccccces Gene Lockhart 
Ted Bheldon.ce.ccoccecse ---Rod La Rocque 
Beany.....- Tree ee Teer Te TT Irving Bacon 
MOC cicscscee Sones ..- Regis Toomey 
*Sourpuss’............-J. Farrell Macdonald 
MORBIRED s 6 ic c0.6660 000000 800s Warren Hymer 
Mayor Hawkins.....-c.cccees Harry Holman 
BOONCEF. coerce rcccccccccvcceed Andrew Tombes 
Hammett... .cccccccscocses ..-Pierre Watkin 
Weston...ccccscscccosceee ctaniey Andrews 
DOMMES cep icc cccensenecs .--Mitchell Lewis 
Charlie Dawson......... .»--Charles Wilson 
CPOVOPREP sci cccccectcusssens Vaughan Glaser 
Ti cones pene uesosbeaet Sterling Holloway 
{ Mike Frankovich 
Radio Announcers.......4 Knox Manning 


| Jonn B, 
Johnson Choir 


Hiughes 
Hall 





Spurred by the very worthy pur- 
pose of attempting to clarify the 
place occupied by the average Ameri- 
can citizen in this unsettled world of 
military strife and mounjing social 
conflict, Frank Capra has produced 
a film entitled ‘Meet John Doe,’ 
which, if it does not contain all the 
answers to baffling questions, never- 
theless makes out something of a 
case for its own somewhat vague 
premise. In size of production ef- 
fort, it is big; in exposition of its 
theme it is more vehement than 
conclusive. Because it is stamped 
with the Capra seal of directorial 
competence it will draw generous 
critical discussion and consequently 
handsome early boxoffice receipts. 
Because it is chiefly preachment of 
a highly controve@ial kind, its ulti- 
mate audience may be restricted and 
limited. Basically, public appeal is 
heightened by the joint starring ap- 
pearance of Gary Cooper and Bar 
bara Stanwyck, ably supported by 
Edward Arnold, Walter Brennan, 
Spring Byington and James Gleason. 

This is the fourth successive film 
with a ‘message’ which Capra has 
produced, including ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You,’ ‘Mr. Deeds Goes to 
Town’ and ‘Mr. Smith Goes to Wash- 
ington. Capra has become Holly- 
wood’s leading exponent of the so- 
cial-conscious film drama. He is for 
the ‘little man,’ and in expounding 
the theory that because the little 
fellow shoulders the burden of life’s 
inequalities he necessarily must 
down his fears and inhibitions and 
fight the dragons of destruction, 
Capra in the past has sweetened his 
argument with plenty of entertain- 
ment sugar. In the case of ‘Meet 
John Doe,’ however, the director is 
more zealot than showman. His ex- 
hortations for the liberal sprinkling 
of the milk of human kindness are 
more vocal than dramatic. 

The difficulties are manifest from 
the start of the picture, which tells 
the story of the rehabilitation of a 
tramp ex-baseball player who assents 
to the role of a puppet social re- 
former in the hands of a young 
woman columnist on a metropolitan 
newspaper. The heroine. having 
been fired from her job through a 
change in the sheet’s ownership, re- 

ains her place by inventing a 
fictitious John Doe as author of a 
letter of protest acainst the prevail- 
ing injustices of a political and so- 
cial system which permits hunger in 
a land of plenty idleness in a 
world where much remains to he 
accomplished As earnest of his 
appeal he ceclares he will commit 
suicide on Christmas Eve in expia- 
tion for the sins of society. 

So widespread is public interest in 
the plea and determination of the 
unhappy young man that it becomes 


and 


necessary for the heroirie to tran- 
slate her fictional character into 
reality. rom a #roun of derelicts 
she selects her eandidate. who is 
willing tn sell his services as a 
stooge. The circulation of the paner 
soars as ‘Doe's’ daily by-line nleas 
for the exercise of charity and kind- 
ness in human affairs attract nev 
readers. Bv radio, Doe svreads his 
doctrine of good-neichborliness 


*John Doe Clubs’ syring un in every 
town and citv in the country. 

In the shadowy hackecround enters 
the figure of the provrietor-nublisher 
who sees in the ‘'nhn Doe’ fable a 
of obtaining 


meons wnscrupulotis 
political vnower, The heroine-col- 
umnist. bectuiled bv sables and a 


handsome bonus. is party to the 
frand. Rt neither she nor the boss 
had anticinated that their Franken- 
stein. no longer a bum but a Be- 
liever in hectitvdes, would turn 
against them. admit nublicly his part 
in the charade end trv to make good 
the sacrificial lean that all 
know his sincerity. Comes the Yule- 
tide. the ehurch chimes. the falline 
snow. and the nrincipals are recon- 


miaht 
m } 


i 


will nut their nhiloconhies to prarc- 
tica! operations for the profit of man- | 
kind. 

The svnthetie fabric of 
fs the foundation weakness of the, 


the etary 


production, despite the magnificence 
of the Capra-directed superstructure. 
With excellent acting, particularly by 
Miss Stanwyck, parts of the film are 
emotionally effective. The climactic 
mass-meeting of the Doe adherents, 
at which their hero shows his feet 
of clay, is an expertly imagined and 
technically perfect representation of | 
meb psychology and movement. Less 
convincing are the transitional 
changes in the hearts and minds of 
the leading characters. 
The romantic note is off key. The 
yarn might have held better if the 
heroine had switched to the people's 
side earlier in the proceedings. To-| 
gether she and John Doe, as earnest 
partners, might have done something | 
for the cause. | 
Robert Riskin, who wrote the | 
screenplay from an original story by | 
Richard Connell and Robert Pres- | 
nell, leaves the audience at the finale 
with scarcely more than the hope | 
that some day selfishness, fraud and | 
deceit will be expunged from human | 
affairs. An audience stepping out-| 
side the theatre into an awakened | 
world will find more practical | 
demonstration of the American idea | 
at work in current affairs than in the | 
Cavra-Riskin formula. 
But the very differences of opinion 
which the film is certain to evoke is | 
justification for its making. Its | 
strong controversial side represents 
a mirror of the American scene, but) 
its timeliness already has been) 
dulled by the course of world events | 
within the past few months. 
impulses for national unity are loose | 
in the nation today. The real Amer- 
ica is rising to the challenge of out: | 
side aggressors. 
Thus, the active John Does are | 
proving themselves of sterner ma- 
terial than their ‘film prototype. 
This is their day for doing, not talk- 
ing. Flin. 





| 


| 
| 


That Uncertain Feeling } 


United Artists release of Sol Lesser-Ernst | by Eugene Forde. 


T.ubitseh production, directed by Lubitsch, 


Stars Merle Oberon, Melvyn Douglas; fea- | 
| 


tures Burgess Meredith, Alan Mowbray, 
Olive Blakeney, Harry Davenport. Story. 
Donald Ogden Stewart; adaptation, Walter 
Reisch: editor, William Shea; photography, 
Rarnes. Reviewed in projection 


George 


room, N. Y., March 13, '41. Running time, 
89 MINS. 

TH Beaker... ccccccccccccessces Merle Oberon 
Larry BRaker.......ceecees Melvyn Douglas 
Sebastian ...cceccccccceces Burgess Meredith 
Dr. Vengard.....cccccsseces Alan Mowbray 
Margie Stallings....-...++:- Olive Blakeney 
Attorney JonesS.......-++:- Harry Davenport 
Neate 5 ct obees 600 00d90E4 RCC ORS Eve Arden 
Me. SOUR, ssqcsesccesedsees .-- Sig Rumann 
Butler ..cccccccscccscccces .ee-Richard Carle 
Maid ..ccccccccesvcccccss eee-Mary Currier 
NUPrs@ ceocoesecs binenenoeene .-Jean Fenwick 


Premised on the assumption that 
‘when a husband doesn’t pay his wife 
enough attention someone else is g0- 
ing to do 
‘That Uncertain Feeling’ tackles the 
problem in a light and singularly 
satirical vein. The famed Lubitsch 
touch is there but the entertainment 
value isn’t. : 
farce is only mild b.o. despite the 
good cast names. : 
~ Sol Lesser is partnered with 
Lubitsch as producer, this being the 
first of two the twain is to deliver to 
United Artists this season. Stepping 
out to get a capable cast, they have 
Merle Oberon and Melvyn Douglas 
in lead harness, with Burgess Mere- 
dith heading excellent support. 

The action is closely woven around 
only three characters but the others 
such as Alan Mowbray, Harry 
Davenport and Eve Arden are very 


important. Miss Oberon and Douglas | 


are the apparently happily-married 
Bakers. Husband is a prosperous in- 
surance man who is settled in his 
home life in a routine way, bores the 
missus a lot with his business and 
unconsciously fails to fulfill the more 
romantic duties expected of a spouse. 


Lubitsch, with characteristic subtlety, | 


suggests that this is what causes the 
hiccups from which the wife suffers, 
interferes with her sleep and ulti- 
mately lands her in a psychoanalyst’s 
office. 

By stages she begins to have 
suspicions concerning the widespread 
impressions that they are the happy 
Fakers and into her life, under 
slightly absurd circumstances, comes 
a wacky pianist. He’s Burgess 
Meredith, not the great lover type, 
and he has a strange, impudent dis- 
like for a lot of things. 

Nuts on music and 
Baker, he figuratively moves right 
into the Baker household. The effort 
toward comedy in the bedroom and 
drawing-room manner is_ largely 
built around Meredith’s screwiness, 
his nerve and the final straw which 
brings about divorce proceedings. 
Sequence in the lawyer’s office with 
all three (Oberon, Douglas and 
Meredith) is one of the highlights. 
while another is the one in Douglas’ 
hotel rooms when his wife, paying 
him a surprise call, figures he’s got 
a gal in the place. 

| A relishing scene, also is the one 
at the Park avenue home of the 
Bakers, when, for purposes of in- 
surance hunting, they are entertain- 
ing some Babbitian Hungarians with 
their corpulent wives. Here the 
Lubitsch sense of humor is at its best 


over Mrs 


| but taking the picture as a whole it 
ciled, the ider being that whereas | 
thev were all more or less phonv | 
up to that moment. now at last thev | 


is tiring, very slow generally and 
embraces numerous situations that 
are basically weak. It is on the 
absurd side in many ways as well, 
including the manner in which Mere- 
dith overruns husband Baker’s house. 
Nor is Meredith the type that a girl 
like Miss Oberon would go for. Also, 


Strong | C 


| Peverell 


it for him, Ernst Lubitsch’s | 


At best his bedroom | 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Meet John Doe’ (Capra-WB). 
Gary Cooper and Barbara Stan- 
wyck co-starred in Frank Capra’s 
new, controversial production. 

‘That Uncertain Feeling’ (UA). 








Lesser-Lubitsch production 

misses being more than ordi- 

narily diverting. 
‘Sleepers West’ (20th). Un- | 


eventful and draggy program- 
mer for secondary dual fillers. 

‘Free and Easy’ (M-G). Good | 
cast unable to make anything of 
a dated film of English pre-war 
hossy society. 

‘Jennie’ (20th). A minor dualer. 

‘The Roundup’ (Par). Over- 
long western drama that fails to 
jell either as a western or a 
drama. 

‘El Mozo No. 13’ (Argen- 
tine). Okay comedy likely to 
draw well in native Argentine. 











| Douglas allows too much to go on to | 


be anything but stupid, something | 
that would be difficult to believe of | 
him. | 
Mowbray is the psychoanalyst, on 
early and then dropped, while Daven- | 
port is the Baker attorney. Miss | 
Arden plays the’ lawyer’s secretary 
and, in lesser footage, are Margie 
Stallings, Sig Rumann and Richard 
arle. 
Settings are on the costly side and 
in all the technical departments, ex- 
cept that the running time could 
have been reduced a little, there are 
no drawbacks. Char, 


SLEEPERS WEST 


Hollywood, March 14. 
20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. 
Wurtzel production, Features Lloyd Nolan, 
zynn Bari, Mary Beth Hughes. Directed 
Screenplay by Lou Bres- 
low and Stanley Rau, based on novel by 
Frederick Nebel and character, ‘Michael | 
Shayne’ created by Brett Halliday: camera, | 
Marley; editor, Fred Allen, Pre- | 
| viewed in studio projection room, March 18, | 





| '41. Running time, 73 MINS. | 
| Michael Shayne..............-. Lloyd Nolan | 
AES ee oe Lynn Bari | 
| Helen Carlson...........Mury Beth Hughes | 
BePUrOtt BAGO, 6.06.04 0800-05 Louis Jean Heydt 
George Trautwein........ Edward Brophy | 
CS FHMNG cic ce ccccasecsvocsiend Don Costello | 
PPeemen Ferter....ccccesseseese Ben Carter | 


Mane .«ee--Don Douglas 
ree rer Oscar O'Shea | 


Tom Linscott... 
McGowan 


1 Ceonéuctor Ly One... .ccsccese Harry Hayden | 
| BEOWOED cccvcctecetons Hamilton MacFadden 
| Old SA 645 60 440scnecahaanees Ferike Boros 


| 


| 


In further detailing the adventures | 
of detective Michael Shayne, ‘Sleep- 
ers West’ fails to generate more than | 
passing interest in a loosely con- 
structed and weak drama of B pro- 
| grammer rating. For secondary dual- 
filling positions only. 


More compact story material is re- | 
quired if 20th is to continue with the | 
series. In addition, characters are too 
numerous, and wind through epi- | 
sodes without making much progress | 
in developing the dramatic angles. 

Lloyd Nolan, as the master dick, | 

Shayne, is escorting a surprise wit- | 
ness to San Francisco from Denver 
to save an innocent man from a 
murder rap. His girl-friend news- 
paper reporter, Lynn Bari, gets | 
| aboard to dig out the witness for a 
scoop story. Other characters in- | 
jected to round out intended suspense 
|}and conflict include a thug detailed 
to prevent the witness’ appearance, 
a lawyer and. ae railroad _ dick. | 
Naturally Nolan“finally gets through | 
with his charge to the destination. 

Both cast and director Eugene 
Forde struggle with the inadequate 
script material without overcoming | 
the basic handicaps apparent in the | 





| writing. Picture drags considerably 
and is. overfootage with its 73) 
minutes of unreeling. Walt. | 
| 
| FREE AND EASY | 
| Metro production and release Features 
Robert Cummings, Ruth Hussey, Judith 
Anderson "ing Aubrey Smith Reginald 
Owen, Nigel Bruce, Tom Conway. Directed | 
by George Sidney. Screen play by Marvin 
Borowsk\, based on play bv Ivor Novello 
camera, Charles Lawton and George Folsey: 
editor, Frank E. Hull reviewed in pro- 
jection room, N. ¥ March 14, '41. Run- 


ning time, 56 MINS 


Max Clemington F ..Robert Cummings 


Martha Gra ‘ Ruth Hussey 
Lady Joan Culve Tudith Anderson 
The Duke.... C, Aubrey Smith 
Florian Clemineton ..Nigel Bruce 
Sir George Kelvin baie Reginald Owen 
Captain Ferris, : -Tom Conway | 
Briggs (Landlord) .Vorrester Harvey | 

| 


| Powers Charles Coleman 





Lady Ridgeway.. There i Maxwell Conover 
PORTIS 600s 00cse ce aeses Frederic Worlock 
This one must have _ slipped 


| through the Metro wringer while the 
| brains department was out to lunch. 
| There can be no other explanation 
|for the utter waste of a competent 
least in a yarn that is so dated, 
| shallow and corny. It will provide 

nothing more than a major yawn in 
| even the most minor spots. 

Marvin Borowsky’s screenplay is 
| based on the play ‘The Truth Game’ 
| produced by the Shuberts in New 
| York in 1930. Ivor Novello wrote it 
,and starred in it, but the entire 
| blame for the picture does not lie on 
his shoulders by any means. Nor is 
it Borowsky’s fault, for he ap- 
| parently did everything possible with 
| assignment. Metro seemed to forget | 

that even it can’t hold back the old 
guy with the scythe. British society, 
with its mind occupied only with to- 
morrow’s races, just doesn’t exist any | 





| 


| by Billie Burke has been written out 


| termined imitation of the stubborn, 


| But the meekness of the grown-up 


!the Pollyanna 


| discovers that her husband isn’t paid 


more and to pretend at this time that | 
it does—well, ‘Free and Easy’ is the 
result. 

Role in the legiter that was played | 


by Borowsky, along with general re- 
visions. Rewriting, however, can’t 
overcome the time angle, nor could 
the uniformly good cast that includes 


Robert Cummings, Ruth Hussey, 
Judith Anderson, Nigel Bruce and C. 
Aubrey Smith. They fight uphill 


and only pull themselves down in 
the attempt. 

Yarn finds father 
and son (Robert Cummings) both | 
putting up big fronts in an effort to | 
catch themselves well-oiled English | 
society wives. Cummings cops him- 
self a fancy prospect (Judith Ander- 
son), but before the bells toll he 
falls for the real thing, Ruth Hussey, 
who’s also putting on a front in a 
hunt for a mealticket. Love, of | 
course, triumphs and inasmuch as | 
poppa gets himself wed to a windfall | 
for the finale, everything’s ducky for | 
the kids, too. | 

Judith Anderson, of all the mem- 
bers of the cast, should have the 
greatest grievance against Metro. 
She’s cast as the rich but ugly duck- | 
ling, and in a role that was meant for | 


(Nigel Bruce) | 





someone about 15 vears younger | 
'than she. It’s a mortifying and try- | 
ing part for the accomplished actress. 
Production as a whole reveals that 
at least one eye was on the budget. 
Herb. 
20th Century-Fox release of Sol M. Wurt- 

zel production, Directed by David Burton, 
Screenplay by Harold Buchman and 
Maurice Rapf: original by Jane Eberle; 
camera, Virgil Miller: editor, Al De 
Gaetano; music, Emil Newman. At RKO 
23d St., N. Y¥., March 12, ‘41. Running 
time: 75 MINS, 

ETT cer Tr Virginia Gilmore 
George Schermer...........-+ William Henry 
|. SRR PPP re George Montgomery 
EEC DEMRTUMOE . cccccseoteses Ludwig Stossel 
EMCO. cess Levees sees eebaedos Doris Bowdon 
TERT  cccccsgeccserassecgecs -.--Rand Brooks 
CUBPR ccc. re c0e0 008 00ceeen ...Joan Valerie 
METI. 6665050002 «8000082 ---..Rita Quigley 
Mother Schermer..........-. Hermine Sterler 
a SPP Peer ee Harlan Briggs 
Real Estate Broker..........- Irving Bacon 
PETG. WOU «co cceccvess Almira Sesstons 
me, Beas... é cecccses Aldrich Bowker | 


A weak entry for the dual bill 
houses, this film is one long, un- 
availing struggle on the part of @i- 
rector David Burton and a cast, tor 
the most part capable, to overcome 
script deficiencies. Weakness is os- | 
tensibly in the original theme, which 
is alien and unpalatable to U. S. 
audiences, as presented in this film. 
Story virtually resolves itself into 
a character stiidy of a household 
tyrant, a Teutonic immigrant who 
runs his wife and six children in | 
severe manner, 

Ludwig Stossel, as Fritz, the iron- 
willed shoe store proprietor who 
uses totalitarian methods on_ his 
family, delivers a forceful and de- 


selfish, square-headed German who 
refuses to bow to advanced ideas. 
He carries his incredible stupidity 
into his business, ignoring the style 
trends and alienating his clientele. 
Until near the very end his charac- 
terization is consistent with the im- 
pression it is intended to convey. 





sons and daughters, his 
conversion, and the complete sud- 
den submission to daughter-in-law 
Jennie’s ideas are unconvincing. 
Virginia Gilmore, in the title role, 
photographs nicely and tries hard in 
framework | allotted | 
Marrying the tyrant’s son, she | 


last-minute | 


her. 


any salary and that she is obliged 
to live in the same house with old 
man Schermer. She wants to make 
the best of a bad. bargain, tries to 
bring a little cheer and sunshine 
into the morbid household. But 
Papa Schermer won’t even allow the 
girls the innocent pleasure of a bit 
of afternoon tea and feminine ZOssip. 
But when he drives Lottie, the oldest 
girl, out in Legree manner, 
she made a bad marriage. 
organizes a domestic strike. 
gets almost the entire Schermer 
brood to leave the. paternal roof. 
They return only when the old man 
fakes a heart attack. 

It’s a tepid vehicle for Miss Gil- 
more, but it serves to point up her 
flair for light comedy as well as her 
inherent dramatic ability. William 
Henry impresses favorably as the 
lead. George Montgomery, as Franz 
the talented violinist, doomed by 
paternal decree to waste his years as 
a shoe clerk, stands out in a minor 
role, and Irving Bacon scores with 
a brief but effective comedy role as 
a real estate broker. 


because | 
Jennie 
She 


Production gives indication of 
careful preparation and has been 
nicely mounted. Mori. 





TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, March 18. 


‘Angels Without Wings’ became 
‘Angels With Broken Wings’ at Re- 
-— 

‘Man Power’ is release title on 
‘Hard to Get’ at Warners. 

‘Nurses Don’t Tell’ became ‘West 
Point Widow’ at Paramount. 

‘Delayed Action’ is new title for 
‘Red Cross Girl’ at 20th-Fox 

‘The Great Man’s 
lease tag on 
Woman.’ 





Lady’ is 
Paramount's 


is re- | 
‘Pioneer | 


story to be a straight feature. 


duction of 1920. 
story 


| der the new Ariston setup. 


THE ROUNDUP 


(WITH SONGS) 

Paramount release of Harry Sherman 
production, Stars Rithard Dix, Preston 
Foster, Patricia Morison; features Lun 
Wilson, Ruth Donnelly, Douglas Dumbrille, 
Jerome Cowan, Betty Brewer. Directed by 


Lesley Selander. Screenplay by Harold 

Shumate, based on story by Edmund Day; 

camera, Russell Harlan; editor, Carro) 

Lewis. At Criterion, N, Y., week March 

12, 1941. Running time: 90 MINS, 

b BOVE. cccccccccsccccccces ecccee Richard Dix 
| DANE. cecsorece seeseeeeees Patricia Morison 
| PAB ccccccccccccaseeoe eoee- Preston Foster 
| Bile. coceccccccescscesse eccees++-Von Wilson 
| EEN chn.gdenss is c0e0sbeeewess Ruth Donnelly 
BET ctntbeane os 0040essenteres Betty Brewer 

oR eee .+-+»-Douglas Wumbrille 

Wade McGee.......00- eoees- Jerome Cowan 

mea Crandall... .ccsscerse eooees.- Dick Curtis 

PPANS Battles: ..ccccces sees» Willlam Huaade 

Parenthesis...... ceeceees .»-Morris Ankrum 

De. SEE ose nenes Clara Kimball Young 

SOON 4.060 c0scscnvee ..--Douglas Kennedy 
Harry Sherman, who’s’' made 


enough good westerns for Para- 
mount to know better, has faltered 
in an effort to weld a super-hoss 
opry out of ‘The Roundup.’ Making 
it run 90 minutes when there’s 
scarcely enough story for 60 is not 
the secret of success. Picture winds 
up limping like an overstuffed dogie. 

What makes it doubly a liability is 
that it has too much psychological 
drama to be a western and too little 
The 
old triangle plot localed out on the 
ranges, it will please neither the 
cowboy-’n’-injuns fans nor the 
drama lovers. 

Although it has been considerably 
rewritten, ‘The Roundup’ is actually 
a remake of a Jesse L. Lasky pro- 
Both are from the 
by Edmund Day. Original 
version starred Fatty Arbuckle in 
the role now played by Don Wilson, 


radio-announcer-turned-actor, who’s 
quite a big boy himself. 
Beery handled the current Jerome 
Cowan role, with the other players 


Wallace 


in the original now more or less for- 


gotten names. 


Richard Dix, Patricia Morison and 


Preston Foster-are the present eter- 
nal trio. 
| upright rancher who marries the dis- 
tracted Miss Morison when Foster, 


Dix is the strong silent and 


whom she loved, is thought dead. 


A fetching cowhand-cavalier, Foster 
|returns on the wedding day and in- 

termittently 
| everyone, including himself and the 
| audience, a headache. 


thereafter to give 
Fate and the 
Hays office win in the end, for he 
gets killed. 

Yarn goes on to climax after cli- 
max as one new facet after another 
is introduced. Writer Harold Shu- 
mate, however, fails to build his 
climaxes in intensity and they cause 
indigestion in an endless diet. Wil- 
son and Cowan are the only mem- 
bers of the cast who score against 


| the odds of the script; Wilson does 


so because everyone loves a fat (and 


jolly) man and he vwrovides the 
comedy diversion; and Cowan be- 
cause of a good acting job. Clara 


Kimball Young has a minor bit and 
goes unnoticed. 

Occasional corny vocalizing of 
cowboy airs by the King’s Men is 
also spotted thgoughout the film. 

Herb. 


EL MOZO NO. 13 


(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
Buenos Aires, March 12. 





Ariston Internacional release of Pampa 
productions. Stars Tito Lusiardo; features 
Rosa Cata, Wector Coire, Toti Munoz, Ho- 
} mero Carpena, Vicky Astori, Mecha Lopez, 


Eduardo Sandrini and Julio Scarzela. Di- 
rected by Leopoldo Torres Rios. Reviewed 
at the Monumental theatre, Buenos Aires. 





Well-handled comedy whose prin- 
cipal faults are spotty dialog and oc- 
casional neglect of details, ‘El Mozo 
Numero 13’ (‘Waiter No. 13’) is like- 
ly to draw well in. local houses ac- 
customed to the Hollywood product 
and also to click in other S. A. coun- 
tries where it’s being distributed un- 
Difficul- 
ties can be traced to the fact that 
both story and direction are by Leo- 
poldo Torres Rios and the job is big 
enough to require two men, even 
here where directors often do their 
own scripts. 

Story is about a waiter (Tito Lusi- 
ardo) who is an ardent racetrack fol- 
lower, putting all his tips—both cash 
and stable—on the nose of regular 
losers. He’s just about sunk every- 
thing when he dreams that the Vir- 
gin of Lujan, a locally famed saint, 
tells him to give 100 pesos, which 
he regularly tosses away, to the poor. 
During the course of his philan- 
thropic trip No. 1 a group of charity 
ladies mistakes him for a millionaire. 
Falling for the pose, he pretends he 
is a moneybag. Incident leads to 
conflict with a real millionaire, ex- 
posure of a cheat, a charity parity 
which permits introduction of music, 
and finally the winning of the gal 
and a house in a raffle. 

Racetrack and lottery angle, while 
far-fetched in handling, are surefire 
here, where almost every town 
worthy of its name has a track and 
everyone regularly buys a billet on 
the government-run stakes. There’s 
a good deal af sly poking at the so- 
cialite charity crowd, but the farce 
is nicely done. Lusiardo is especially 
good, handling his role with ease. 


| Hector Coire, dynamic and young. 
needs to be held in a bit. and Toti 
Munoz shows signs of bei: -ared 
Sound and settings good. tay. 
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BOYS 
| TOWN 


with 


BOBS WATSON - LARRY NUNN 
MARY NASH - DARRYL HICKMAN 
~ HENRY O'NEILL « LEE J. COBB 


Original Screen Play by 
James Kevin McGuinness 


Directed by NORMAN TAUROG 
Produced by JOHN W. CONSIDINE, JR. 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


Oe a 





ADVERTISING “MEN OF BOYS TOWN’! 


Full Pages in the following National Weeklies and Monthlies: 
Saturday Evening Post « Collier’s « Liberty * Look Magazine « Life » Time * Newsweek « American Boy « Boy’s Life 
Young America « Open Road for Boys «¢ Scholastic Magazines » Parents’ Magazine « Extension Magazine 
Columbia « Our Sunday Visitor « Register « Callahan’s List of Catholic Weeklies * Catholic Boy « Silver Screen 
Screen Romances *« Modern Screen « Your Charm ¢« Motion Picture « Photoplay-Movie Mirror « Movie Story 
Screenland « Glamour » Screen Life « Screen Guide *« Hollywood * Movies Magazine « Movie Life 


Plus THE LION’S RUAR, the most successful magazine ad in America 


M-G-M...NO HALFWAY MEASURES! 
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ILM E = ‘Maugham Explains Why 
FILM BOOKING CHART “e's Changed His Min 





(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers VARIETY presents 
a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com- 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given tn 
TaRIETY and the running time of prints are included.) of 
. ‘ . , , story which he is writing for David 


COPYRIGHT, 1940, BY VARIETY, INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED | O. Selznick. Upon completion of the 


Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Melodrama; C—Comedy, CD—Comedy , yarn, Maugham said. he will return 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantie Drama, MU—Musical. to Hollywood to work with Selznick 
Figures herewith indicate date of VARiETY’s review and Tunning time. on the screenplay. 


Somerset Maugham arrived in New 
York yesterday (Tuesday) from the 




















br ‘We have all agreed to keep as si- 
WEEK OF RELEASE—1/24/41 lent as the grave,” the British writer 

——— - | declared in refusing any indication | 

Land of Liberty (M-G) 1/15 D 98 All-Star Cast of what the story deals with. He 
The Wild Man of Borneo (M-G) cD F. Morgan-B. Burke corroborated the fact that he was 
Life With Henry (Par) 1,22 c 


doing the yarn from an idea by the 


6> G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
85 CC. Landis-A. Menjou 
77 +C. Romero-M. Berle 
71% «GG. Autry-S. Burnett 
100 ~H. Bogart-1. Lupino 


The Saint in Palm Springs (RKO) 1/8 
Road Show (UA) 2/12 

Tall, Dark and Handsome (20th) 122 
Ridin’ on a Rainbow (Rep) 1/29 
High Sierra (WB) 3/22 


| producer. 

| This will be the first story done 
expressly for films by Maugham, 
| who has shunned Hollywood in the 


sv J. Cooper-L. Ernst | 
| 
} 
| 


otias 





WEEK OF RELEASE—1/31/41 





| switch in sentiment was, ‘I used to 














uiv vi M M-G) 1/22 Cc 86 J. Stewart-H. Lamarr , . 
Kid's ion Ride (Mono) ae w R. Corrigan-J. King | think I couldn’t write for pictures; 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith (RKO) 1/22 c WwW C.Lombard-R. Montgomery now I think perhaps I can, and will 
Arkansas Judge (Rep) C i Weaver Bros. & Elviry | try.’ 
Petticoat Politics (Rep) 2 12 © 67 R. Karns-R. Donnelly Wy. 
Girl in the News (20th) 1/4 D 773 M. Lockwood-E. WilKams 
Buck Privates (U) 2/55 € 8 Andrews Sis-Abbott-Costello ————— 
Father’s Son (WB) 2/19 D 37 J. Litel-F. Inescort 








WEEK OF RELEASE—2/7/41 





| Wurtzel On S. A. 


Continued from page 4 








z/19 65 B. Karloff-A. Duff 


“il € s (Col M ‘ 
Bhonde inspiration (06-G). 2,19 D 71 J. Sheiton-V. Grey down there in the construction of | 
Ridin’ the Cherokee Trail (Mono) W 61 T. Ritter-B. Miles filmeries, and I think the market is 
You're the One bee! axe) 1m b a4 > oe ag oy gg not only important now but is going 
Riese Kelly. Ride (2eth) 2/12 C 59 E. Pallette-R. Quigley to become much more ry one i 
Back Street (U) 2/12 D 89 C. Boyer-M. Sullavan few years.’ Wurtzel sai that de- 
Great Dictator (UA) 10/16 D 127 C. Chaplin-J. Oakie spite the fact that currencies in a 
Flight From Destiny (WB) 1/4 D 73 T. Mitchell-J. Lynn few South American countries are 





oo 


depreciated in terms of dollars, the 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/14/41 market was well worth cultivating, 








B. Elliott-L. Walters 


Across the Sierras (Col) w aside from any problems of hemi- 
Trial of Mary Dugan (M-G) 2/12 4 S. ommes. ver sphere defense. 

The Mad Doctor (Par) 3/5 . Howard-E, Drew 

Play Girl (RKO) 12/18 RD 76K. Francis-J. Ellison Lauds Native Production 
Golden Hoofs (20th) 2/19 D 68 J. Withers-C. Rogers : rising value of 
Prairie Pioneers (Rep) 2 26 W 58 B. Steele-is. Livingston ‘. neni of tool wrartest a 
Meet the Chump (U) 2/12 C 59 H. Herbert-A. Nagel ome-made product, said, 
So Ends Our Night (UA) 1/29 D 120. F. March-M. Sullavan ‘Competition from South American 
Great Mr. Nobody (WB) Cc E. Albert-J. Leslie 


producers is going to become quite 
a bit tougher. I visited studios in 
several countries and found they 
were improving equipment and tech- 





WEEK OF RELEASE—2/21/41 








Adam Had Four Sons (Col) 2/19 D 108 W. Baxter-!. Bergman habe : 4 

Meet Boston Blackie (Col) 3,5 D 61 C. Morris-R. Hudson nique. This is especially true in the 
Hardy’s Private Secretary (M-G) 2/26 am B M. ET ae | Argentine, where the industry is en- 
Virginia (Par) 1/15 M. Carroll-F. MacMurray l joving aes e e de- 
Scattergood Baines (RKO) 2/12 © 69 G_ Kibbee-E. Duna | joying quite a boom. They have de 


veloped a star down there called 
Libertad Lamarque, who has one of 
the most terrific followings I ever 
saw in my life. Her name on the 
marquee will fill a theatre like noth- 
ing I've ever seen.’ 


.Western Union (20th) 2/5 D 93 
Nice Girl (U) 2 26 e $3 
Cheers for Miss Bishop (UA 1/15 D 94 
Strawberry Blonde (WB) 2/19 cD Ww 


WEEK OF RELEASE—2/28/41 


R. Young-R. Scott 

D. Durbin-F. Tone 

M. Scott-W. Gargan 

O. DeHavilland-J. Cagney 

















Blondie Goes Latin (Col) 2/19 C 7 P. Singleton-A. Lake : , 

Missing Ten Days (Col) M R. Harrison-K. Verne W urtzel said he thought the pro- 
Outlaws of the Panhandle (Col) w C. Starrett-F. Robinson jected invasion of South America by 
Free and Easy (M-G) 3/19 A a eg Hollywood stars under a planned 
In Old Colorado (Par) . Boyd- ay get » 

Citizen Kane (RKO) D O. Welles-J. Cotten good-will gesture a good idea, but 
A Man Betrayed (Rep) 3 12 D 82 J. Wayne-F. Dee added again that the most important 
Great Train Robbery (Rep) 3 : . = a See ae eee thing is good pictures. He said that 
Murder Among Friends (20th) . Hubbard-M. Weaver . . | 
Dark Streets of Cairo (U) 12/4 M 2 S. Gurie-R. Byrd South mei yy | generally like the 
Shadows on the Stairs (WB) M F. Inescort-H. Angel same sort of pictures as do the 





people of the United States, except 
when a film deals with politics or 
|} some strictly domestic problem. 








WEEK OF RELEASE—3/7/41 








Lone Wolf Takes a Chance (Col) 3/12 M 72 W. William-J. Storey 
Rage in Heaven (M-G) 3/5 D 83 R. Montgomery-lI. Bergman | Another observation was that if 
Flying Wild (Mone) D §& L.Gorcey-B. Jordan | motion pictures are doing nothing 
The Hard-Boiled Canary (Par) 2/26 D sv A, Jones-S. Foster lelee te weomote better fecline t- 
Tobacco Road (20th) 2/26 D 91 G. Tierneyv-C. Grapewin | €25€ prom ing to 
Mr. Dynamite (U) 3/12 D 63 L, Nolan-l. Hervey | wards the U.S. in South America 

CD 9% E. Flynn-B. Marshall | they are at least helping English to 


Footsteps in the Dark (WB) 3/5 











j}replace French as the second lan- 
| guage on the southern continent. 
77 ~=L. Barrymore-E. Arnold 


. ' : | “Usually pictures are run with the 
- = ene, —_— |regular American sound track with 

G. Autry-S. Burnette subtitles in the language of the par- 
74 +L. Nolan-M. Hughes ticular locality. As a result, thous- 
Double Date (U) 3/12 59 P. Moran-U. Merkel ands of South Americans are learn- 


; s SS ’ 37 . Norris-M. C : . 
Here Comes Happiness (WB) E. Norris-M. Coles | ing English by ear and those who 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3/21/41 | have studied it are improving their 
| Speaking knowledge.’ 
Maximum Action Wanted 


WEEK OF RELEASE—3/14/41 


n 


The Penalty (M-G) 3/12 
Sign of the Wolf (Mono) 
A Girl, a Guy and a Gob (RKO) 3/5 
Back in the Saddle (Rep) 

Sleepers West (20th) 3/19 





Savtavus| > 
c. 











E. Queen’s Penthouse Mystery (Col) 3/12 M_ 69 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 
The Lady Eve (Par) 2/26 D 8 H. Fonda-B. Stanwyck 
Footlight Fever (RKO) Cc 4. Mowbray-D. McBride 
The Outlaw (20th) M W. Huston-J. Russell 
Bury Me Not on the Lone Prairie (U) Ww J. Brown-F. Knight 
Man Who Lost Himself (U) 3 B. Aherne-K. Francis 

D 











stated that pictures with a maximum 
action and the minimum dialog are 
Topper Returns (UA) 3/12 95 J. Blondell-R. Young the most popular among our neigh- 
E. Robinson-I. Lupino | bors to the south. 


ger eae no cy | One of the things that impressed 
| Wurtzel the most about South Amer- 
B. Elliott-D. Fay ica was the tremendous number of 


W. Beery-L. Barrymore | good newspapers He dec - 
R. Corrigan-J. King | & papers. e declared that 





The Sea Wolf (WB) 











North from the Lene Star (Col) w 
The Bad Man (M-G) w 
Tumbledown Ranch in Arizona (Mono) w 


Las Vegas Nights (Par) S P. Regan-B. Wheeler even a little town with perhaps not 
Melody for Three (RKO) 3/5 D 67? J. Hersholt-F. Wray much but scenery to boast of will 
Vivacious Lady (RKO) 5/4/38 D 9% G. Rogers-J. Stewart have a cracking good paper. 

Mr. District Attorney (Rep) D D. O’Keefe-F. Rice Wurtzel’s } sicadle caidas 

Dead Men Tell (20th) M S. Toler-S. Ryan ers impressions of the po- 
Man-Made Monster (U) D L. Chaney, Jr.-L. Atwill litical situation and the impact of 
Knockout (WB) D W. Morris-O. Bradna | international events on South Amer- 





ica are purely personal, he replied 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4/4/41 when asked if he would care to ex- 








Washington Melodrama (M-G) M F. Morgan-A. Rutherford Press himself on such observations, 
Border Vigilantes (Par) w W. Boyd-R. Hayden jand explained that he felt his opin- | 
Repent at Leisure (RKO) RD K. Taylor-W. Barrie lions, ex i 

reas 9: Eaare (ee =  Gatere.tt denen — ges ee to the 
Dade of the’ boone thee) Ww B. Stecle-B. Livingston lon picture business, had best be 
Scotland Yard (20th) D N. Kelly-H. Wilcoxon kept private. 

Mutiny in the Arctie (U) R. Arlen-A. Devine He did say, though, that ‘it seemed 
A Shock in the Dark (WB) Cc W. Lundigan-N. Wynn to me that the people of South 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/11/41 the United States.’ 





The Great Swindle (Col) M J. Holt-M. Reynolds Wurtzel was accompanied on the 
lye d pte aaae os - ° - S. Tracy-M. Rooney trip by Mrs. Wurtzel, Lester Ziffren 
Road to Zanzibar (Par B. Crosby-D. Lamour o Ti , , ‘ 
The Devil and Miss Jones (RKO) cD J. Arthur-C. Coburn 20th-Fox writer, who was formerly 








Sue Gua Gieria nen Ww D. Barry-V. Carroll United Press correspondent in South 
That Night ro Ro (20th) 3/12 MU 90 A. Fave-D. Ameche America, and Mrs. Ziffren. Quartet 
he Lady from Cheyenne (U) j L. Young-R. Preston |traveled by air, automobi i 
The Great Lie (WB) D B. Davis-G. Brent | and boat in covering all cA facto 


WEEK OF RELEASE—4 18/41 tries, Mexico and most of Central 
_. | America. 

Producer will start immediateiy 
on the preparation of the 12 pictures 


he will make during the coming 





Penny Serenade (Col) 
Ziegfeld Girl (M-G) 

The Roundup (Par) 3 19 
Robbers of the Range (RKQ) 


I. Dunne-C, Grant 

J. Garland-J. Stewart 
90 ~R. Dix-P. Morison 

T. Holt-V. Vale 





Soanies on Parade (Rep) B. Crosby-M. Wilsen months and one, a Charlie Chan. 
ide on Vaquero (20th) C. Romero-M. Hughes j : . 
Flame of New Orleans (U) | will be backgrounded in Rio de 


M. Dietrich-B. Cabot 


Uoudedsay 


That Uncertain Feeling (UA) 3/19 &  _M. Oberon-M. Douglas Janeiro. Two others will also use 
Strange Alibi (WB) A. Kennedy-J. Perry S.A. locales. 
i‘. : be a * 
2 S . . t 4 


Coast for six weeks of work on the | 


| past, although many of his books | 
have been picturized. Reason for the 


Apropos of the subtitles, Wurtzel | 


America were 98% for Britain and 








Theatres—Exchanges 
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practically all Buffalo branch ex- | 
change managers. 

Burt Buchanan left Gammel’s Co- 
lumbia to join Konczakowski circuit. 

Bob Murphy, former booker for | 
Shea Circuit, is in Niagara Falls now | 
‘handling the bookings for newly | 
formed Shea-Hayman pool, including | 
the Cataract-Strand and Bellevue, 


Pandolf's Roxy 


Pittsburgh, March 18. 

Roxy, Natrona, transferred to Lou 
Pandolf by Mrs. Samuel Neaman, 
former assuming active operation 
last week. Widow of veteran exhib, 
who died couple of months ago, has 
run house herself since husband’s 
death. Pandolf, who is brother-in- 
law of Mrs. Neaman, also has a thea- 
| tre in Parkersburg, W. Va. 
| Bart Dattola, New Kensington 
exhib, plotting new 1,000-seat de- 
luxer in that town. Had been plan- 
ned for number of years but con- 
struction will actually begin in few 
months, according to Dattola.. He’s 
been operating theatres for 25 years 
and in -ddition to his New Kensing- 
'ton interests also runs a house in 
West Tarentum. 


Allen Tolley, formerly of M-G’s 
inspection department, now in the 
shipping room right under his father, 
Ted Tolley, veteran Metro em- 
ploye. Also at M-G, Eddie Mackin, 
former night shipper, now a student 
booker and Tony Semplice, of gen- 
eral office, likewise working in book- 
ing department. 


Briefies: Milton Golden, asst rngr. 
for WB, left yesterday (17) for Al- 
bany. Ga., to join air cadet corps... 
Lou Ponsetta, who recently acquired 
Woodies theatre in Apollo, renamed 
it the Warren... C. J. Latta, asst. 
zone manager for WB, in active 
charge of this district for circuit 
while Harry K&almine is vacationing 
in Florida. 


Schine’s Fifth in Syracuse 
Syracuse, March 18. 

Dark most of the winter, since the 
floperoo under Charles Marino last 
fall, Empire has been reopened by 
Schine, its fifth downtown house. 
House will be used for roadshows 
on occasions, and is playing first-run 
B’s in interim. 


Joe Riley’s Acquisition 


Philadelphia, March 18. 
Joe Riley purchased the Capitol, 
Lebanon, from Frank Sullivan syn- 


dicate. House leased to Comerford 
chain. 
Philly branch of Motion Picture 


Committee Cooperating for National 
Defense now numbers about 50% of 
exhibs in this territory. 

_AFL drive to organize ushers, 
| ticket-takers, doormen and janitors 
in indie theatres. 

Bud Hunt, son of William Hunt, 

outh Jersey exhibitor, opened book- 


{ing office on Vine street. 





| ing. 





Murray Schwartz now handling 
the Peerless exchange in spot va- 
cated by Bill Heenan. 


| Lake, Cleve., An Arty 
Cleveland, March 18. 

| Warners’ downtown Lake, shut- 
| tered nearly three months, reopened 
,as a foreign film house by Branrep, 
Inc., which also operates theatres in 
New York. 

Four managerial changes made in 
Warners’ Northern Ohio chain as re- 
sult of Louis Lamm’s resignation 
from the Palace in Loraine to take 
manager’s post at the Capitol, Cleve- 
land. Successor is William Dworski 
from the Ohio in Mansfield, who! 


| turned his house over to William 
Harwell, shifted from the Ohio in 
Canton. Ben Schwartz. former 


manager of the Capitol in Cloveland, 
completes the circle by moving to the 
Canton stand. 

Holden Swiger, last with a chain 
of Elyria houses, made house super- 

isor of Telenews here. Harry Lef- 
fert from Buffalo an addition to 
US sales force, replacing Dick Miller, 
resigned. 





Jim Howell Upped 
Atlanta, March 18. 
James Howell, mgr. of Wilby-Kin- 
cey’s Howell theatre in Knoxville, 
Tenn., promoted to Atlanta office of 
chain as assistant to chief booker 
[ vanes Harrison. 
Toby Ross Breveted 
Rochester, N. Y., March 18. 
| Toby Ross, manager of Schine’s 
Elmwood in Penn Yan, awarded | 
| American Legion citation for meri- 
torious service, at ceremony opening 
new post home. Making theatre 
| available for Legion Christmas party 


|and donating his services as a mu- | 
| Siclan on many occasions credited in | 


making the award. 
| Ross is former musical director of | 
| the RKO Palace, Rochester. 

| Harry Stern, who recently came | 
from Kentucky as manager of the | 
Riviera, named city manager in | 
|charge of 12 Rochester Schire thea- | 
tres. This is a return to a former | 
policy, after a short try with each | 
manager on his’ own, Frank 
| Boucher continues as zone manager. | 











Dave Meyers, assistant, State, 
shifts to Riviera to handle advertis- 
Frank Lindcamp transfers 
from Riviera to State and Thelma 
Halpin becomes Stern’s secretary. 

Winfield Thompson, manager of 
the Little for last 10 years, enlisted 
in Army finance department. With 
Mrs. Ben Belinson, operator of the 
house, in Florida with her mother, 
Mrs. Albert O. Fenyvessy, it is ex- 
pected that John Fenyvessy, former 
manager of the Family theatre, will 
take charge of the Little. 


Dominion’s Revamp 
Lynchburg, Va., March 18. 

Changes in managerial staffs of 
Dominion theatres here announced 
by Willis Grist, Jr., Lynchburg man- 
ager. Howard Wisman, formerly at 
the Isis, named assistant manager of 
the Trenton to replace James Hower- 
ton Lewis, transferred to Cape 
Charles, Va., as manager of two 
houses. Henry Rosenberger, chief of 
service at Paramount here, becomes 
assistant of Isis. 

Fred Harrison, Isis, goes to Para- 
mount as chief of service. Marshall 
White transferred from Trenton to 
Isis, and William Sandidge added to 
Trenton staff. 

James H. Lewis named manager of 
Eastern Shore properties of Domin- 
ion Theatres, Inc. He was formerly 
assistant manager of the Trenton 
here. Will headquarter at Cape 
Charles, Va., and supervise the Star 
there and the Radium, Exmore, Va. 


~ Met’s 136 Net 


Continued from page 3 


grossed $14,000 or a $2,000 profit. 

Saturday afternoon (15), the com- 
pany sold out on ‘Carmen, with 
Gladys Swarthout the draw, grossing 
$15,500 or a $3,500 profit. 

Saturday evening (15), ‘Cavalleria 
Rusticana’ and ‘Pagliacci’ drew ca- 
pacity at a $4 top grossing $10,000, 
$1,000 profit. Martinelli and Bonelli 

















the draws. 
Monday (17), starting the last 
week, ‘Rosenkavalier’ sold out at 


$15,500 or a $3,500 profit. 

The Met will close its season with 
a total of 116 performances in New 
York, Philadelphia and Hartford. 
The tour which opens Monday (24) 
in Baltimore is one of the biggest 
ever booked by the company cover- 
ing 66 performances. 





Gracie Fields’ 27G in Philly 


Philadelphia, March 18. 
A crowd of more than 10.099 Jaid 
$27,000 on the line to see and hear 
Gracie Fields and her troupe of ¢ 
stars do their bit for Britain at Con- 
vention Hall Friday (14). 
Appearing with Miss Fields were 
Moyna Magill, Gitz Rice and Harry 
Reso. The event was under the aus- 
pices of the Eastern Pennsylvania 


| Committee of the British War Relief 


Society. 








| 


a 











ae Continued from page 2——— 


| penses, taxes and interest cut down 


the gross, but the stockholders are 
expecting fat dividends. 

Looking back over past profits, a 
$5,000 share brought $2,500 in 1935, 
$4,250 in 1936, $4,320 in 1937, $5,550 
in 1938, $1,250 in 1939 and $4,125 in 
1940. 

Leading money winner among the 
horse owners was C. S. Howard, 
whose entries took seven stakes for 
a total of $174,835, a new high for 
an owner. His horse, Mioland, set a 
new track record for a mile and a 
half, but finished second to Bay View, 


| which paid $118 for a $2 bet in the 


biggest race of the California sea- 


son, the Hunnert Grand. 














Group-Rose 
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supposed exceptionally high number 
of understudies associated with their 
shows. Group said that no such con- 
dition existed. Stated that their sys- 
tem has been to grade actors for 
certain salaries and, if they get more, 
the overage goes to the general fund. 
There have been no payments to 
members not engaged for the past 
three years, as there was no coin. 
First stated that there was a dif- 


| ference over the agreed on salary of 


Lee J. Cobb, one of the ‘Clash’ leads. 
Rose said the show would be post- 
poned until next season, although at 
first he aimed to rush production, 
believing the script worthy of the 
Pulitzer prize. Reported that Luther 
Adler and Sylvia Sidney will not be 
in the cast if and when the show is 
presented. 
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have stirred up trouble for the 
majors for more than a decade didn’t 
get a clean bill of health. 


‘Big Five’ Dominates, 
3 ‘Satellite’ Companies 


With a foreword remarking on the 
ruthless struggle for domination and 
the industry’s lack of social respon- 
sibility, the T.N.E.C. advisors traced 
the historical development and came 
to the conclusion that the industry 
is controlled by a ‘Big Five’—rather 
than the Big Eight’ damned so often 
at Congressional hearings—and three 
‘satellite’ companies are kept in line 
because they cannot do other than 
adhere to the practices of their more 
potent rivals. 

The Hays organization is the ma- 
chinery by which the ‘Big Five’ keep 
control, the report said, and the ‘vol- 
untary reforms’ claimed by the 
MPPDA are little more than smoke- 
screens designed to confuse and be- 
wilder groups which have sought to 


States, and New England; the Fox 
| siring in the Pacific and Mountain 
sections; Warners’ potency on the 
| Atlantic Coast; Loew’s be ty hg 
|New York region; an s im- 
eral pattern was not materially portance in New York, New Jersey, 
changed. | Ohio and Michigan. 

Statistics were the researchers’ ‘A description of the theatre hold- 
stock in trade. The report noted that | ings of the major companies in such 
from 1930-31 through 1938-39 the | broad terms does not indicate Just 








| majors (in this connection Bertrand, | how neatly the exhibition interests 
‘et al., referred to the eight, rathef | of these companies are segregated, 
than the five which vere the chief | the T.N.E.C. was advised. 


‘This di- 


'target) accounted for almost all of | vision of the exhibition branch of 


‘the significant output. Giving fig- 
ures for each of the eight, the critics 
remark ‘the pictures produced by 
these companies include practically 
all of the more pretentious films. 
largely of 


companies consist 





which are not shown in first-class 
| theatres.’ Justice Department bill of 
complaint was used as corroboration, 


| with quotes emphasizing the propor- | n.eeting 


| tionate take of the eight defendants. 
|The report added that the five big- 
gest companies during the decade 
| snared 70% of all revenues, with the 
| three ‘satellites’ getting another 25%. 
|In the exhibition branch, the .n- 
tegrated companies, while operat- 


Features produced by independent | 


the industry intu separate areas of 
control has not only eliminated com- 
petition in exhibition between the 
major companies, but also has made 
each major company the dominant 
element in every territory in which 
it operates, even where opposed by 


ing as an exhibitor, each of the com- 
panies is able to count upon the 
| good-will of the other companies in 
independent competition, 
| since it is expected that preferential 
| treatment will be reciprocated in 
|; areas wnere these other companies 
| act as exhibitors. 


Competition Still Exists 
But Limited to Few 


} 
} . . 
‘quickies, westerns, and melodramas powerful independent interests. Act- 





| 
smaller quotas than are forced on 
independents. Dating was con- 
demned as a means of insuring 
maximum profits, injuring exhibi- 
tors by failing to let them yo 
features with the greatest appeal on nt ighlighted the coi 
days when trade normally is at low ache whien has hig 5 » he Coin 
ebb. The report was not very en-| situation in British Empire coun- 
thusiastic about the possibility of | tries, nominal value in Great Brit- 


remedying unfairness involved in| .:. ageing below $3 even last year. 
mopsis require- : re 
blind selling by a synop . With the British winning the war, 





Frozen Coin | 
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ment (such as the Neely bill pro- 


vided), but remarked that it is “in- 
teresting’ to observe that objections 
about pre-screening were submerged 


|few film company Officials believe 
| there would be much improvement 
in the dollar exchange because the 


via the consent decree. 
‘Those who have felt the weight 
of blockbooking, blind selling, and 


|after-war debt would further de- 
|preciate the sterling rate. Hence, 
'distribs realize they would have to 
the forcing of shorts have been in| .1:+ 2 jong period of years before 
ned . ae See ee a realizing anything like par value on 
very fact that the unsatisfactory |™MOney frozen now in gg cerns 
features of these practices have been | Estimated in one quarter - oe 
avoided by the dominant elements condition may develop whereby $30,- 
within the industry and have re- | 000,000 on the books in the British 
mained to affect, over many years, | Isles could not be remitted to the 
those outside the controlling group | U. S. for more than $20,000,000. 


suggests very — — $39,600,000 in England Alone 
j é Dai- ae 
<a = Present coin pact with Britain calls 


i iffi not inher- 
ae yd oan canes method | for remittance of $12,900,000 to this 
of selling which happens to be in| country by the end of the agreement 
vogue, Rather, it rests in the con- in November. However, even with 
trol exercised by the few large in- | any decline in England business for 
tegrated companies over the feature | American distributors, it was esti- 


itions in | i ively few (numerically) rhich the industry depends | this week that the eight U. S 

remedy unwholesome conditions in| ing relative ; ; etal ; ‘ films on whic e industry dep mated this we g e * 

the Mining Chief purpose of the | houses, crack the whip by virtue of _ ‘Competition in the motion picture | ¢or its existence.’ /majors would have close to $22,100,000 

¥ Hays organization is to prevent any | ©Perating agreements and domi-| industry today is far different than Overbuying 'frozen there for the current 12- 
unwanted rookies from muscling in, | Dance of the key cities, according to | when the industry was composed of 
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not to improve the quality of screen 
entertainment or see that the con- 
sumers get a better break, accord- 
ing to the critics. 


Although they were unable to find 
any ‘simple’ solution to the indus- 
try’s problems, the trio found many 
things requiring remedial action. 
Just how they would bring about 
more lively competition and pass its 
fruits along to the ticket-buying pub- 
lic remains a matter of speculation, 


| the report. Holdings of the five 


majors are but 2,800 out of 17,000 
theatres, the critics admitted, or 
only 16%, but the important thing 
is the way they are located. 
Theatre Affiliates 
‘More than 80% of all metropoli- 
tan first-run theatres are affiliated; 
in 23 key cities all of the first-run 
theatres are affiliated; out of 92 
cities with population over 100,000 


| a great many small units. At the 
| present time there is competition be- 
| tween the large producer-distribu- 
| tor-exhibitor units, but it is limited. 

‘The problem of securing name 
actors, actresses and directors is to 
some extent solved by the mutual 
loaning of personnel. The produ- 
cers have eliminated the problem of 
marketing motion pictures by taking 
over into their own control the most 


the majors control exhibition in 73 | important theatres in the country— 





but the tenor of the whole report 
leaned toward a Federal regulatory 
commission to dictate trade practices 
and possibly exercise censorship 
powers. 

Likes Nothing 


The Bertrand group (Bertrand was 
author of a similar report after the 
demise of the Blue Eagle, roasting 
the NRA Code Authority and de- 
claring the fair competition pact had 
been framed to entrench the vested 
interests), found fault with about 
every one of the chief trade prac- 
tices. Blockbooking, blind selling, 
forcing shorts, dating, fixing admis- 
sion scales, clearance, talent loaning, 
and other familiar methods of doing 
business are weapons with which the 
bigger companies keep upstarts in 
their place and gouge consumers. 

As usual in such analyses, most of 
the criticism related to the distribu- 
tion technique, although the _ re- 
searchers stressed that the five 
majors ‘rough up’ their competitors 
in both production and exhibition 
branches. The sort of criticism 
which was laid before the old Dar- 
row Board and served up to the Jus- 
tice Dept. and to House and Senate 
committees was used to bolster these 
conclusions. 


Tracing the whirlwind develop- 
ment of the industry, Bertrand and 
his colleagues noted the film indus- 
try always has been dominated by 
some particular group. First it was 
the patent pool. Then came the 
‘fierce battle’ for theatres, which 
brought blockbooking and_ sub- 
mergence of the indies. Finally it 
was the producer clique which co- 


cities; in these same 73 cities the | those from which the major share of 
|majors “operate enough first-run | revenue comes. In general, compe- 
theatres in each to receive a sub-/| tition between the exhibition units 
stantial majority of the total film | Of the large companies has been 
revenue supplied by each of these | avoided by a division of the exhi- 
cities’; there are 283 cities with pop- | bition field into separate spheres of 
ulations between 25,000 and 100,000 | influence. = 

in 200 of which the majors operate | ‘In lieu of competition between the 
one or more theatres; ‘by control of | eaders of the industry, there is in 
first-run theatres alone, affiliated ex- | Many respects a very definite co- 
hibitors have been able to secure as | OPeration. This is illustrated by the 
much as two-thirds of the total thea- | Hays organization, the avowed pur- 
tre admissions paid in cities as | POS¢ of which is self-government of 
large as 250,000’; and the affiliates | the industry. Through the many 
control exhibition in all United | “ivisions and services of this or- 
States cities with populations of more | 84™2ation, the major producer-dis- 
than 1,000,000,’ the report sum- | ‘Tibutor-exhibitoss engage in many 
marized. common activities and present a 


united front against any influence 
‘Control of First Runs a 
Gives Majors Monopoly’ | 





status quo.’ 


| almost each 
capacity represented therein, esti- | 


mated at about 25% of the total seat- 
ing capacity in the United States, 
Moreover, these seats in larger and 
better houses represent an even | penefits 
larger proportion of potential box- | " 
office returns, since admission prices | 
in these more important theatres are 
usually considerably higher than in 
other theatres and they operate a 
greater number of hours per week 
than the smaller houses.’ 

One of the tables said the five in- 
tegrated firms have complete local 
monopolies of the first-run houses 
in the following spots: Albany, Bos- 


Emphasizing the importance of play- 
ing time and the licensing system, 


}up the independents and give each 

| other all kinds of desirable breaks. 
Two classes of trade practices 

| were discussed. On such contro- 


| versial issues as blockbooking, blind 
ton, Brooklyn, Charlotte, Chicago, | selling, dating and forcing, the re- 
Cincinnati, Cleveland, Dallas, Des | searchers said the chief effect is to 
Moines, Houston, Kansas City, Mem- | swell revenues; overbuying, fixing of 
phis, Milwaukee, Minneapolis, New- j}admission _ scales, ‘ 


i w denounced as a Month period that ends this fall. This 
Pt ge Bs os competition, | plus the $17,500,000 held there from 
with the observation that rental of | the previous year means that the 
more films than are needed in order | British freeze on the November date 
to keep them from arrival ‘is almost | would total $39,600,000, completely 
certainly a violation of the Federal | lost for the American market for the 
anti-trust statutes’. The report said! present. 
‘the practice is clearly a manifesta-} Ajco on that date, American dis- 
tion of the power of the large bar-| trinutors would have more than 
gaining unit in the exhibition field,’ $7,200,000 frozen in Australia and 
although it crops out principally iM | 2} out $1,700,000 in New Zealand. The 
smaller communities. Selective con | jatter pact runs from Jan. 1 to Jan. 
tracts do not overcome complaints 1. with present freezing based on 


about distributor dictation, the T.N. 
. pis 260,000 pounds (about $940,000) re- 
E.C. heard, since the majors play | nittable 2. & eer seer. Aus 


favorites. d pub 
Both indies and majors use clear- | tralian agreement runs from March 
: soll : 1 to March 1, with $3,100,000 in 
ance to hurt competitors, according : ge e 
to the survey, which said consumers , Profits permitted out in the firs 
suffer frequently because of the) Y€@. 
greediness of either exhibitors or| Effort will be made, it is under- 
distributors. By means of unfair) stood, to get a more reasonable 
clearance, independents are subjug-| agreement out of New Zealand, 
ated, the critics charged, remarking/ which allows around 25% of total 
on the comparison between Wash-! profit to leave the country. Plans 
ington, where the six downtown | are to plead for something like the 
houses and majority of neighbor: | British Isles setup. 
hoods are operated by majors, an ree ' 
Atlanta, where all of the subsequent- On any deals for British-owned 








In discussing the trade practices, | 


| Bertrand and his co-authors sum-| prices, and in some situations strong! If 75% is asked in pounds on a 
‘More important than the percent- | marized the pros and cons and on| exhibition i use this pr 1,000,000 deal, the distributor would 
age of theatres owned is the seating | exhibition interests use this practice $1,000, : : 


issue decided the de-/ to crush their competitors, the report | lose roughly $187,000 in the dollar 
| fense was not convincing or that if! said. 


| The industry has many ‘odd’ trade | not unique, the critics said there is 
practices, due to the application of | an exceptionally high decree of dom- 
the copyright laws, the report said. | 
real advantage in distribution through | 


mie |a small number of exchanges with | 
the critics noted how the majors tie | big volume to the majors not the 





— there is no strong evidence to 








run houses are operated by indies. Property that might be worked out, 


| The Washington lag is only 28 days, |the U. S. film companies would take 


tend to change the | while in Atlanta the nabes must wait 2 beating probably on the terms since 


60 days or more, the survey said. {the ones mentioned to date stipulate 
Distribs unfairly dictate admission | the bulk of the money be in pounds. 


Effects are ‘identical with| exchange because only $3 would be 


| there were economic reasons for es- | those of unfairly extended clearance | realizable per pound. 
| tablished methods, the vested inter- 


/ests, not the public, enjoy all the from the consumer standpoint.’ 


and zoning and are equally vicious With the expiration of the Aus- 


tralian frozen coin pact March 1, 
American distributors presently are 
seeking a continuance of this agree- 
an ©: | ment on a 50-50 split of earnings de- 
ination and cooperation while the} riyeq from Anzac exhibition. 


U. S. companies have to secure 
some agreement which will maintain 
the $3,100,000 in remittance to this 


Admitting that the film business is | 


consumers. Chain operation is said | 


nies. Present pact, including the lat- 
ter coin figure, was concluded the 
first of this month. 


in command than to the public. 
‘High Degree of Integration’ 


‘For the production and distribu- | 
tion branches of the industry to- 


i be more beneficial. also, to those | country for the eight major compa- 
| 











Stoki’s Bow-out 
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and protection show that the existing degree of con- 


operates closely. Fighting was in- 
tensified when sound pictures came 
along and wound up with the Big 
Five on top, and competition now is 
little more than a myth. 

Denver, 


MPPDA Given Rough 
Treatment in Monograph | Portland (Ore.), Columbus, Oakland, 
| Atlanta, Jersey City, Birmingham, 


‘The Motion Picture Producers & | San Antonio. Dayt . ~,.’ | item of expense. 
Rens , on, Syracuse meredmed: « 
Distributors of America, Inc., bet 4 Syracuse, San | distribution 








ark, New Haven, New Orleans, Okla- | were termed means of driving com-|centration has resulted in econ- 
homa City, Omaha, Philadelphia, | petitors out of business. |omic savings for the consumer,’ ac- | 
Salt Lake City, St. Paul, and Wash- . |cording to the study. ‘The motion| certs in New York, Baltimore and 
be ‘contralad’ hy the pues in ew | Blckbooking, Concededly | picture indusry may be contrasted | Washington —— 
. ‘ . ik spe é | Real reason for Stoky’s divorce 
oe ee Los Angeles, Pitts- | Has ‘Some Justification | of automobiles. Here there is no| from the Philly town band is said to 
urg Pc aga moa Buffalo, Hous- | Blockbooking has some economic | @uestion but that a high degree of be his burnup over published re- 
: justification, the report conceded, | "station exists. But it is equally| ports that he was holding out for 
[but distribution after all is a small | TUe that this integration has been| more money. He blamed the stories 
Chief result of the | f0llowed both by substantial andj on certain members of the orches- 


























ton, Rochester, 





ter known as he Hays organization 
from the political figure employed to 
be its head, is an illuminating exam- 


ple of the cooperation of large busi- | 


ness units for self-protection,’ the 
T.N.E.C, was edvised. ‘It was then, 
and it is today, supported exclu- 
sively by the large companies. It 
was conceived in fear of regulation 
of the industry by the public and 
dedicated to the proposition that 
outsiders should never dictate its 
policies.’ 

Charging that the clique retained 
control despite the attempt of the 
NRA to bring about fairer competi- 
tive opportunities, the critics main- 
tained the film code was unbiased 
only in appearance. They noted 
significantly that the film industry 
was one of three which were able to 
mame the members of the Code 

* Authority in the pact itself, adding 
that the police agency ‘was domi- 
nated by the affiliated interests,’ 
Some concessions were beneficial to 
independent exhibitors, but the gen- 





Diego, Worcester, Richmond, Fort 
Worth, Jacksonville, Miami, Youngs- 
town, Hartford, Grand Rapids, Long 
Beach, Flint, Springfield (Mass.), 
| Bridgeport, Norfolk, Yonkers, Scran- 
ton, Paterson, Chattanooga, Trenton, 
| Spokane, Camden, Erie, . 
Knoxville, Wilmington, Reading, 
Tampa, Sacramento, Peoria, South 
Bend, Lowell, Utica, and Duluth. 
Working agreements between the 
integrated companies make the toe- 
hold on exhibition more painful, the 
report said. Holdings of subsequent- 
run houses were said to help the ‘big 
five’ dominate this branch, while ‘in 
some cases affiliated companies have 
withdrawn in favor of the dominant 
element. 
interests have been .esolved by joint 
operation agreements whereby one 
company assumes the responsibility 
of operation bu* both share in the 
profits.’ 
Citing 





some of the situations 


a recognized ‘sphere of control,’ the 


i report spoke about Paramount’s ac- 


Wichita, | 


In other cases, conflicting | 


where one or another affiliate has | 


system is assurance of 
| revenue from ‘many pictures which 
can by no standard be called excel- 
lent,’ so that many low-quality pro- 
ductions are foisted on the public. 
| Asserted economies threugh renting 
‘in bundles are of dubious value 
| when the customer does not benefit 
'from the savings, the analysis said. 
| The Neely bill is no solution, how- 
ever. Noting the mass of litigation 
| that might be expected, the re- 
| Searchers said the price-differential 
clause would be almost impossible 
to adminster. 

Cancellation also is no satisfac- 
tory answer to complaints, in the 
judgment of the T.N.E.C. experts 
| Playing time still is tied up, with 
no place made for competing pro- 
| ducers, and the clauses in recent 
contracts are ‘largely a political ges- 
| ture.’ Reallocation of films, which 


| nullifies the cancellation privilege, 
report said. 

The majors were charged with 
discriminating in connection with 
shorts, allowing their friends to take 








persistent reductions in unit costs of 
production and by steady improve- 
ments in quality. 

‘Concentration is likewise an im- 
portant factor in the exhibition 
branch. Individual theatres have 
been combined under common own- | 
ership and welded into huge chains | 
of enormous pooled buying power. | 
The economic strength of these chains | 
has been used to enhance their prof- 
its and extend their sway at the ex- | 
pense of consumers and the smaller 
elements in the industry’ 

The Justice Department was| 
charged in effect with having sold the | 
indies and the three ‘satellite’ com- 
panies down the river. Under the! 
consent decree, control of the in-| 
dustry by the integrated concerns is 
perpetuated, the document dostnved. | 
and years of effort have been nulli- 





|fied. The arbitration system how- 
was termed ‘particularly obnoxious,’ | 


ever, was held preferable to the pro- | 
cedure of enforcement via contempt 
decree, largely because it is speedier 
and less costly. The critics sourly 
pointed out that under the decree 


| ‘any proof which the Department of 


| tra’s board of directors and had sent 


an ultimatum a couple of months 
ago, stating that unless these ‘false 
rumors’ ceased he would quit as con- 


| ductor. 


One director is said to have re- 
marked that ‘it would be silly to 
pay more money to a band-leader 
who was in competition to the or- 


chestra.’ (This referred to the fact 
that Stoky’s All-Youth Orchestra 
had made records for Columbia, 


which were selling in competish with 
the Philly Orchestra’s recordings 
with RCA-Victor). 


When no answer was forthcoming 
to his letter, Stokowski pulled his 
fadeout. Officials of the band let 
themselves be quoted as ‘hoping’ that 
Stokowski would change his mind. 





Justice may have had of evidence of 
violation of the anti-trust laws.... 
will not become available to the gen- 
eral public or to the Congress’ and 
the pact ‘freezes the present com- 
petitive situation.’ 
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- Clearance Before Opening House? 





Question has arisen as result of a Cleveland application to the AAA 
on clearance concerning a newcomer-exhibitor to the business whether 
he can establish clearance prior to opening of a new theatre. Under- 
stood that the AAA has determined legally that newcomers cannot 
come in under the provisions of the decree until they are in opera- 
tion except where a new theatre is being planned by someone already 


established in the business. 


While not official, accounts are that the determination of the AAA 
is to leave the matter to arbitration when there is any doubt. In the 
Cleveland case, an outsider planning to invade that territory applied 
to the AAA on clearance prior to getting into operation, 














Ex-US. Atty. Opines That Minn, Ga 








Moves to Disqualify Film Consent 
Will Be Declared Unconstitutional 





If any state passes bills such ag in- 
troduced in Minnesota and Georgia 
to force distributors to offer their 
full line of product, plus a 20% can- 
cellation, they will be declared un- 
constitutional, in the opinion of at- 
torneys following the trend that is 
being taken to circumvent selling 
features of the consent decree. These 
include James V. Hayes who, as 
an attorney of the Dept. of Justice fig- 
ured prominently in the U. S. suit 
against the majors and in the draft- 
ing of the decree. Only a few weeks 
ago he resigned to go into private 
practice in Washington with Robert 
Sher, who also was in on the con- 
sent negotiations for the Govern- 
ment. Austin C, Keough, Para- 
mount’s general counsel, also be- 
lieves the Minnesota-Georgia bills 
are unconstitutional, as do outside 
attorneys who were queried. 

Hayes stated in New York several 
days ago that he had learned with 
interest of the moves being made in 
Minnesota which go against the de- 
cree and was positive that they are 
unconstitutional. He and Sher in 
their new private practice will not 
specialize in any particular industry 
but may handle cases for films. As 
former D. of J. men on the anti- 
trust picture case, they are very fa- 
miliar with the business and its 
workings. 

In connection with the anti-trust 
measures in Minnesota and Georgia, 
with others possibly to be brought 
elsewhere, the legislating under way 
would, in effect, attempt to circum- 
vent a Federal law affecting five of 
the distributors, Metro, Paramuunt, 
RKO, Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox. 
Among other things, film moves in 


interstate commerce which explains | 


why the ban against fight pictures 
made it unlawful to show them out- 
side of the state in which the ring 
battle occurred. 
Straight 20% 
In both Minnesota and Georgia 
the bills introduced seek to force 
Par, Metro, WB, RKO and 20th to 
sell them the full output, if wanted, 
but with a 20% cancellation called 


Cancellation 


for. The argument is that this can- | 
cellation virtually removes the so- | 
Mea- | 
aures are in accordance with the con- | 


called evil of blockbooking. 


sent decree on shorts ‘forcing’ since 
they specify that all distributors are 
to be prohibited from making an ex- 
hib accept shorts as a condition of 
licensing the features. 

The militant Northwest Allied 
group is behind the Minnesota at- 
tempt to get away from the consent 
decree, while not indicated who may 
be furthering the Georgia legisla- 


tion. Several prominent exhibitors 
operate in that state, including 
among larger chains Kincey-Wilby, 


Lucas & Jenkins and the Roy Martin 
circuit. Bob Wilby has been par- 
ticularly strong in his denunciation 
of the decree. Both K-W and Lucas 
& Jenkins are affiliated with Para- 
mount. 
Church Pressure 
In Minnesota the Legion of De- 


cency is reported to be very active | 
on the anti-consent bill there. A/| 
it is said to take is based | 


Position 
on the thought that it makes no dif- 
ference whether an exhib buys five 
films at a time or 50 when the ques- 
tion of them being immoral or of- 
fensive is considered. Under the de- 
cree there is no ®ancellation but an 
exhib may take to arbitration any 
claim that to play a given picture in 
his community would be detrimental 
on moral, racial or religious grounds 
A 20% cancellation, or one-fifth. 
would permit room at the same time 
to get rid of those pictures without 


tures were objectionable, 
would be wholly unlikely. 


A fear is that while State courts 
or the U. S. Supreme court may rule 
that any passed anti-consent bills 
are unconstitutional, there could be 
an epidemic of them influenced by 
exhibs and that knocking them out 
would run into heavy cost, 





NW Allied Wins Ist Round 


Minneapolis, March 18. 

Victorious in the first round when 
the Minnesota state legislature lower 
House judiciary committee recom- 
mended its anti-consent decree bill 
for passage by a vote of 18 to 2, 
Northwest Allied is more confident 
than ever of the measure’s enact- 
ment. 





The state senate committee on 
general legislation will hold a second 
hearing this week on the bill and 
immediately thereafter will decide 
on what report to make to the main 
body. 
executive secretary, predicts the 
| measure will reach both branches 
| for a final vote and showdown with- 
iin a fortnight. 

United Artists joined Metro, War- 
ners, Fox and RKO before the sen- 
|; ate committee in opposing the bill 
| which would contravene the consent 
| decree’s groups-of-five selling plan 
|by compelling distributors to offer 


|for sale to exhibitors their entire | 


| season’s product, the same as at 
| present, and also to grant a mini- 
imum 20% cancellation and to re- 
| frain from forced selling of shorts, 
| etc. 

Minn. Divorcement Dies 


Another attempt to put over a 
theatre divorcement law in the Min- 
nesota state legislature apparently 
has died a-borning. The measure is 
being killed in the state senate com- 
mittee to which it was referred. 








Fred Strom, Northwest Allied | 





Northwest Allied refused to support | 


the bill which was designed to com- 
pel Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
{mount circuit) to divest itself of its 
theatres. 

Independent exhibitors were vic- 
torious in their fight against a day- 
light saving bill in the state legis- 
lature. It died in committee. 

In North Dakota, the state legis- 
| lature adjourned without passing an 
additional state theatre admission tax 
which had been proposed. 











| Biddle-Kelly 


'_____(‘ontinued from page |= 


from 100 to 1,000. Kelly is also 
said to have bought into WHOM, 
Jersey City, and the pair are als 
reported angling for radio holding: 
elsewhere. 

Kelly is in Miami; Biddle is in 
London. WIBG officials wouldn't 
comment on the deal, but Paul A. 
Walker, Federal Communications 
Commissioner in Washington, ad- 
mitted there ‘was something in the 
wind.’ Kelly has always wanted a 
radio outlet of his own to further his 
political ambitions. 

Kelly is said to be backing Biddle 
for Governor against Luther A. Harr, 
City Treasurer, who has the support 
of U. S. Senator Joseph Guffey. 
Harr is also treasurer of the Philly 
Record Corporation which recently 
purchased WHAT, now awaiting an 
increase in power. 

WIBG now has its studios and 
transmitter in Glenside, Pa., a sub- 
urb about 10 miles from Philly. The 
station, now operating only by day, 
is planning to ask for full time, 








RKO UPTOWN, DETROIT, 
SUES U.D.’S NEW ROYAL 


Detroit, March 18. 

Although typical of the type of 
complaint already lodged here with 
the American Arbitration Associa- 
tion, the local tribunal was ignored 
in preference for regular court ac- 
tion in a suit filed by the Montcalm 
Theatre Corp. Odd angle in the 
Montcalm suit is that it marks the 
first case in which the affiliate of 
a major company has taken into a 
regular court here its grievance 
against another major distributor 
and circuit. 

The suit is aimed against United 
Detroit Theatres and five major dis- 
tributors. 

In ducking the arbitration body, 
the outfit preferred the charge 
which has characterized a majority 





of the cases already filed with the | 


AAA. It is based on clearance and 
unqualified preference given to cer- 
tain houses. 

Burden of the complaint is that 
the United Detroit’s new Royal, the 


having to leave it to arbitration un-| house whose opening was delayed 
less more than one-fifth of the pic- |more than a month by a strike, is 
which | now getting 


preference over the 
older theatre operated by Montcalm 
Corp. It was charged that although 


the new house is much farther out | 
|from the city’s 
| RKO Uptown, because of its United 


center than the 


Detroit connections it was getting 
an earlier crack at pictures. In 
addition to U.D., the suit named 
Paramount, Universal, Warners, Co- 
lumbia and United Artists. 


Future of Hal Roach’s 
‘Streamlined’ Comedies 
Will Depend on Exhibs 


Future of Hal Roach’s production 
plans will depend on the response to 
the first series of five of the abbre- 
viated features which he will make, 
it is understood. United Artists, it 
is said, will handle distribution of 
the series, but is making its assent 
to further production of this type by 
Roach contingent on exhibitor re- 
action. 

UA and Roach have agreed that 
the pictures will not be sold until 
they are tradeshown. They will go 
into production around May 15, so 
that they will be coming up for sale 








around the same time as those of | demand for arbitration with 


companies which will be forced to 
tradeshow and sell in groups of five 
under the consent decree. UA is not 
subject to the decree. 

Ed Peskay, Roach’s eastern rep, 
registered objection last week to 
newspaper designation of the new 
type pictures as ‘four-reelers.’ There 
will be no such artificial limitation 
on their length, Peskay said. Foot- 
age will depend entirely on the story 
value and may well run beyond four 
reels if the comedy can be sustained. 

Roach’s principal objection to the 
present feature-length comedies, 
Peskay declared, is that they often 
have to be stretched beyond what 


|the gags and business warrant. with 


| 


tional testimony. After the three 
witnesses for the defendants had 
| gone on, the plaintiff asked dis- 
missal. 

Cassil’s suburban theatre com- 


resultant lulls. Roach office refers to 
the new pictures as ‘streamlined.’ 


CASSIL’S CLEARANCE 
SUIT IN K.C. KAYOED 


Kansas City, March 18. 








Judge Merrill C. Otis, in federal 
court, has dismissed the anti-trust 
suit brought by Frank C. - Cassi} 


against Ed Dubinsky, Paramount, et 


al, involving clearance in the subur- 


ban district of St. Joseph, Mo. Dis- 
missal was made with prejudice at 
the plaintiff’s cost after the plaintiff 
moved for dismissal after only three 


defendant witnesses had gone on the 
stand. Defense had moved for dis- 
missal on conclusion of plaintiff's 
complete evidence. Because the suit 
was being tried before a jury. the 
judge indicated he must hear addi- 


plained about the clearance enjoyed 
by the first and second downtown 
theatres operated by Dubinsky. 
Question up for decision was wheth- 
er the clearance granted to the de- 
fendants first and second-run houses 
was maintained by conspiracy 


j}among the distributors because it 


more power and permission to move | 
' been considerably reduced 


into town 


had stayed substantially the same 
over a period of years although the 
admission price spread between 
plaintiff and defendant theaters had 











| New Complaints | 


‘Fair’ Rental Problem 

Minneapolis, March 18. 
The question of what is a ‘fair 
‘rental will have to be decided by 
'the Film Arbitration Board here in 
| consequence of a complaint filed by 
‘David Gillman for his Gayety, low- 
;er loop subsequent-run dime double 
| feature house. 

In his complaint, Gillman alleges 
Paramount is refusing to sell pic- 
|tures to the Gayety ‘at a fair rental.’ 
|He also claims ‘unreasonable de- 
_mands in the matter of booking such 
| pictures. The arbitration is re- 
| quested ‘to direct Paramount to li- 
'cense pictures to the Gayety on some 
run at a fair rental in». accordance 
with section 6 of the Consent De- 
cree. 








a complaint with Arbitration against 


| 20th-Fox because it is refusing to | 


| sell the house. He asks that it direct 
ithe company to license pictures on 
some run to the Gayety. 

This makes three complaints in all 
filed to date with Arbitration, the 
previous one having emanated from 
the White Bear theatre, White Bear, 


Minn., seeking some run of films 
from Metro, Warners, RKO and 
20th. 





Denver's First Up March 25 
Denver, March 18. 
First arbitration case for Denver, 
| and only one filed to date, set for 
| hearing March 25. George D. Begole, 





. * | 
' former Denver mayor, will sit as ar- 


| biter in case of J. J. Goodstein En- 
|terprises, Inc., against 20-Fox, Par- 
| amount and Loew's, with Fox, Long- 
'mont, Colo., theatre, named as inter- 
ested party. 

Goodstein Claims shortage of prod- 
uct for his Longmont theatre, and 
asks reallocation of product. 





Drive-In First in Dallas 

Austin, March 18. 
Eddie Joseph of the Joseph Drive- 
|In theatre here has filed the initial 
the 
Dallas branch in the recent consent 
decree. Joseph contends that he does 
not get a good run of products and 
clearance of products from Warners, 
| 20th and Metro, 





Albany, March 18. 

First complaint filed with local 
AAA tribunal by Aleck Papayanakos 
American Theatre Co., Canton, O., 
against RKO and Warners. Papaya- 
nakos seeks relief from clearance of 
114 days to Schine’s Strand and Pon- 
| tiac in Ogdensburg, N. Y. 


DET. INDIE PRESSES 








Detroit, March 18. 


Names of three of the producing 
companies in the suit brought in Cir- 
cuit Court here by the Montcalm 
Thetare Corp. will be withdrawn 
| when the case opens this week on 
charges of unreasonable clearance 





given the new Royal theatres. Com- 
panies which will be dropped from 
the suit scheduled to start today (18) 
before Judge Henry Nico] are Uni- 


versal Vitagraph and Columbia 
which. according to Montcalm’s at- 
torney Donald G. McNeil, have 
agreed to give a week’s clearance to 


the RKO-Uptown. 

Ignoring the American Arbitration 
Association, Montcalm brought suit 
for an injunction through the regu- 
lar courts on the charge that five 
producing companies and UD Thea- 


tres had combined to give the Royal | 


the same run on pictures as the Up- 
town. The older house is closer in 
jtown and charged it should have 
| preference on the runs. 


|} and the Royal 
| United Artists. 


are Paramount and 


PIC WITH A PUNCH 
Hollywood, March 18. 
‘Manpower’ went into action at 
Warners with George Raft and Mar- 


lene Dietrich in the top roles, and! 


Humphrey Bogart withdrawn from 
the cast. 


' Raoul Walsh directs. 


Gillman, for the Gayety, also filed | 


SUIT VS. PAR AND UA 


Still named in the suit besides UD | 


—_ 


Non-Big Five’ Distributors Now 
Realize They, Too, Must Give Heed 


To Complaints on Clearance, Etc. 


. — 





Distributors not party to the cone 
sent decree are reported interested 
in considering complaints on cleare 
ance, some run and other matters 
brought against the Big Five ‘Par, 
Metro, RKO, WB, 20th-Fox) even 
though they are not bound to sub- 
mit to arbitration or respect any 


awards made when disputes are 


heard. 

These distributors are in a some- 
what odd position because of the 
fact that if an arbitrator makes a 
vital change in clearance in favor 
ot a complaining exhibitor, that ex- 
hib will probably demand the same 
from them and, if not getting it, may 
become a ‘jeopardized account? 
Companies not subject to the de- 
cree are United Artists, Universal, 
| Columbia, Republic and Monogram. 
Understanding is that these out- 
side companies are anxious to give 
attention to all complaints filed, es- 
| pecially if they are named by the 
| exhibitors, as a means of maintain- 
ing good will. Recognizing the sit- 
uation, the American Arbitration 
Assn. is said to have adopted a pol- 
icy to notify them of any com- 
plaints in which they may be men- 
tioned though it is not possible under 
the decree for an arbitrator to rule 
against any distribs excepting the 
Big Five. AAA in such cases can 
merely inform non-consenting dis- 
tributors of the complaints but if 
they should like to intervene in the 
proceedings the open-door policy of 
| the AAA will permit that. This also 
takes in exhibs,other than those 
filing the complaint and any other 
interested @der what is termed a 
matter of ‘courtesy’ under AAA ad- 
ministration. 

‘Little 3’ Favored Arbitration 


In informed quarters it is de- 
clared that UA, U and Col, who 
were sued with the others in the 
U. S. anti-trust suit, were against 
a consent decree principally because 
of the blocks-of-five provision, but 
did favor arbitration. 

The only case so far in which a_ 
complaining exhib has named non- 
consenting distribs is one filed in St. 
Louis where the Sosna, at Mexico, 
Mo. (served out of the St. L. :ex- 
changes), declares for a_ specific 
rather some run from 20th-Féx, UA, 
U, Col and Republic. Only 20th 
comes in under the decree but the 
others have been notified of the com- 
| plaint. 

First award under arbitration has 
| been made in the Boston AAA tri- 
| bunal in favor of the Park, Nashau, 














|N. H. At a hearing held Friday 
(14), Par, WB, 20th and RKO con- 
sent to permit some run to this 


house. Thus there was no defense. 
Originally the Nashau house in- 
cluded Loew’s (Metro) in the com- 
| plaint but withdrew prior to the 
hearing so far as this distrib was 
concerned. 

Award of the arbitrator, making 
note of the consent of the distribs 
named, specified that they will of- 
fer their product to the Nashau the- 
atre through to July 31, 1942 (1941- 
42) season ‘on a run to be designated 
by said distributors and upon terms 
and conditions fixed by said distrib- 
calculated to defeat Sec- 


6 of the consent decree 





utors not 
tion 


Among new cases coming in dur- 


ing the past week, one that was 
brought by John H. Tavlor, oper- 
ating the Charles at La Plata, Md., 
on clearance, was quickly with- 
drawn. A ranid settlement of the 
dispute is believed to have devel- 
oned but reported that efforts in this 
direction in connection with the 
Walbrook, Baltimore, against 20th 


and Warners are cold with hearing 
on the case, also concerning cleare 
ance, to be held Wednesday (26). 

A new some-run complaint was 
filed during the last week by the 
Riviera, Minneapolis, against all five 
| consenting distribs. David Gillman 


. . ° 
| an indie, operates the house, 





KEEP HER MOVING 
Hollywood, March 18. 

Warners loaned Mildred Coles to 
Pyramid Pictures for the femme 
lead in the Guy Kibbee starrer, 
| ‘Seattergood Baines Pulls the Strings’ 
| for RKO release. 

Actress checked in yesterday 
(Mon.) after finishing another loan- 
}out job in RKO’s ‘Hurry, Charlie, 
! Hurry.’ 
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/7 MAKES A __ 
BIG DIFFERENCE ¢ 





SNA 


Take a walk past your theatre. 
Regardless of the picture you're 
playing... does it look inviting 
as a place to spend an evening? 


That's a test of showmanship. 


Because your lobby ... your marquee... your theatre front is your first appeal to the 
public to come in. 


And it makes a big difference to your box office how you make that first appeal. They'll 


never reach your box office unless you can make them believe you've-got something 
more desirable imside than the price of admission. 


And we claim that the combined product of THE THREE BEST SEAT SELLERS... 
frailers... Lobby Displays... General Accessories from the Prize Baby of 
the Industry—will give your theatre that “gee-IZ-must-see-fhat”’ look. 


NATIONAL Sc’ SERVICE > NATIONAL Gcveet ACCESSORIES 
‘ADVERTISING ACCESSORIES, inc. 
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Kiwanis Follows Pitt BBB in Plea 
That Theatre Owners Drop Banko 


-, 
bs 





Pittsburgh, March 18. 

Following up direct appeal of Bet- 
ter Business Bureau of Pittsburgh to 
theatre owners in this district to 
drop bank night voluntarily, Kiwanis 
Club last week passed resolution 
condemning picture house giveaways 
as lotteries and called upon district 
attorney Andrew T. Park of Alle- 
gheny County to take ‘appropriate 
action’ against the ‘public nuisance.’ 

Kiwanis action came three weeks 
after BBB appeal. Resolution, which 
was submitted by Arthur Hefren, 
secretary, stated.Pittsburgh is the 
only large city in the state in which 
bank nights are still operated, and 
deplored ‘continued operation of lot- 
teries in Allegheny County as a 
growing threat to orderly conduct 
of business and an active deterrent 
to community respect for law and its 
administration.’ 

G. H. Dennison, executive secre- 
tary of the BBB, has arranged to 
hold conferences this week with the- 
atre owners and until after then, no 
action is planned. Dennison said he 
would ask theatre men at that time 
to abandon Bank Night voluntarily 
and if they refused might take the 
matter to the courts. 





Fire Dept.’s Bingo Beef 

Regarded by theatre operators as 
possibly the first sign of important 
action against bingo games which 
may lead to their death knell, is the 
step taken by the Fire Department in 
refusing to let the Columbia Hall, 
Jamaica, N. Y., open Monday night 
(17) for the customary play. Various 
organizations sponsor games at this 
place. 








| company’s 
| Cheever Cowdin, 
It has been pointed out that while | announced last week. This net was 


theatres have to live up to severe | 


regulations of all kinds, the many 
places over the country where bingo 
parties are put On are almost fire- 
traps of the worst sort. Additionally, 
they do not have to take out licenses 
like theatres do. 


| Federal 


| come 
| $553,795. 


Coincident with the Jamaica de- | 


velopment, Loew’s and RKO this 
week throw bingo out of their the- 
atres in Richmond Hill, L. I., near to 
Jamaica. RKO chain is cutting the 
giveaway stunt from two 
weekly to ~~ at the same time in 
Flushing, L. 
Colonial and havo in N. Y. 





| after provision of $65,000 as special 
|amortization reserve. 


| Net profit, except as noted: (+) deficit 


days | year, 


. and at the 23rd St., | UNIVERSAL ANNUAL EARNINGS, | 





REGIONAL NEWSREELS 


Archie 





Spencer the First in New 
Local Coverage Idea 





Chicago, March 18. 

Sectional newsreels look for a big 
boom in trade with the start of the 
new distribution and selling setup in 
September. A new company has been 
organized here to distribute and sell 
a newsreel which will concern itself 
with events that occur in the six 
midwest states of Illinois, Indiana, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Missouri and Michi- 
gan. 

New corporation, Teletone News, 
is chiefed by Archie Spencer, former 
special representative for Balaban & 
Katz-Great States circuit of theatres. 

Tieups are being arranged with 
newspapers in each community, with 
the daily to be given screen credit 
for the presentation of the reel. 
Newspapers in the Illinois Daily 
News Markets setup have agreed to 
this arrangement, 

For the starter, Teletone will sta- 
tion crews in Chicago and Spring- 
field, the state capital. Later crews 
will be added in Milwaukee, Detroit, 
Indianapolis, Des Moines and St. 
Louis. 

Pictures will be distributed by the 
Monogram exchanges in this terri- 
tory. It is expected that the reel will 
hit the screen early in May. 


U’S NET PROFIT, FIRST 
QUARTER, AT $553,795 


Universal consolidated net profit to- 
talled $703, 975 in first quarter of 
current fiscal year, J. 
board chairman, 








reached after all charges but before 
income and excess profits 
taxes. Provision of $150,000 as a re- 
serve to cover normal Federal in- 
taxes reduces the net profit to 
Quarter ended Feb. 1. 
This compares with $395,631 net 
profit in corresponding quarter a 
year ago, computed similarly but 


No such re- 





serve was deemed necessary this 
based on experience to date, 
according to Cowdin. 


1930-40 





| cality has been discovered, and as a 


Manager Fined for Bingo RRR eS . $2,047,821 
Mobile, March 18. | 1931... 2.0.0... cece ee eee 615,786 
Although he squawked that | 1932 EET RI + 1,250,283 
churches and fraternal lodges were | SEE Re + 1,062,216 
holding bingo games here, a jury in | 1934.............c.eeees 238,792 
the Mobile county circuit court (15) |1935.........cccececuece + 677.186 | 
found Ricardo Montiel, manager of | et ERAT aL as TE abate dha + 1,988, | 
the Saenger, guilty of violating the | 1937.................... + 1,084,999 
State lottery law. Judge J. Blocker I aa et ee ‘ 


Thornton imposed a $25 and costs | 1939...............00e0: 


fine on Montiel. The defendant has 
appealed the conviction to the Ala- 
bama supreme court. Bail was fixed 
at $150, which was promptly fur- 
nished. 

Montiel was tried on an indictment 
dating back 10 months, charging him 
with having operated a ‘bank night’ 
at the Saenger with prizes ranging | 
at one time as high as $500. Attor- | 
neys for the theatre manager shortly 
afterwards applied to the supreme 
court for a mandamus to halt the 
Sheriff from enforcing the law 


against ‘bank nights’ on the ground | 


that the Saenger interests were be- 
ing discriminated against. 





a Sree are $2,390,772 
(By Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth 
; Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter | 
$460,631 $920,370 $780,803 $228,968 

(1941 by Quarters) 

First Second Third Fourth | 
Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter 
| $553,795 


| 


| 
The upper 


. . | 
court refused to recognize the appli- | 


cation for the mandamus and sent 
the case back to the circuit court 
where it was tried as stated above. 
In the meantime bingo games are 
being held every week in the city. 

Bank night paraphernalia, consist- 
ing of a mammoth wheel, tickets, 
etc., were exhibited in the courtroom 
and ordered held by the police until 
the ‘Supreme court passes on the case 
again. 





700 ‘Greece Fights Back’ 
Prints Set for Drive 


A total of 700 prints have been 
made of ‘Greece Fights Back,’ spe- 
Cial short which will be sold to the- 
atre accounts by Paramount for the 
benefit of the Greek War Relief, all 
rentals to be turned over to the 
G.W.R. For the territory served out 
of the New York exchange 196 prints 
are available, according to Oscar 
Morgan, shorts sales head of Par. 

March of Time, at its own ex- 
pense, produced ‘Greece Fig 
Back’ 


hts 





(Fiscal year ends 
on Oct. 30 or Oct. 31.) 


Trans-Lux’s $76,083 Net 


Net profits of $76,083 were reported 
for 1940 by Trans-Lux Corp., as 
against $85,858 in the previous year, 
which is equivalent to 10%c on cap- 
ital stock as compared with 11%%c 
in 1939. 

Only the 





ability of Trans-Lux 
Movies Corp., wholly-owned subsid 
which operates seven theatres in- 
cluding four newsreel] houses, to turn 


a $29,774 loss in 1939 into a $11,101 


profit last year enabled the parent | 


| 
| 


approximately | 


| 


 neniamemmnnaall 
ithe 15% it nicks from the grosses of 
| all benefits using gratis talent, dis- 
'bursed something like 40% to the | 
| Actors Fund and ®@% among the re- 
ligious actor guilds (Catholic, Epis- 
copal and Hebrew). Subsequently, 
|with the influx of actor unions, 
around 78% of TA funds went to the 
unions and the balance split among 
the guilds and the Stage Relief. | 
There has never been any question, | 
| however, that the coin has gone for | 
anything but actor-charity purposes. 
Equity and the League of N. Y. 
| Theatres (managers) have made it 


THIS CHANGING WORLD 


After 52 Years L. A. Theatre Makes 
Way for Parking Lot 








Los Angeles, March 18. 

Victim of the motor age, the Ly- 
ceum, a 52-year-old theatrical land- 
mark, is about to be torn down to 
make room for a parking lot. Wreck- 
ing starts April 10. 

Built in 1889 as the Los Angeles | 
theatre, it housed legit and musical | 
shows until it was acquired by the | 
Orpheum circuit for vaudeville. 
Since 1919 it has been owned and 
operated by Gore Bros., Inc., as a 
film house. 


Exhibs Not Rushing 
Delaware’s Sunday OK 
After 200-Yr. Repeal 


Wilmington, March 18. 














Although Delaware's ois | 


Blue Laws were repealed officially 
Friday (14), theatre managers failed | 
to take advantage of their first wide- 
open Sunday. Film men, by mutual 
agreement, have decided to let the | 
public become used to an open Sun- 
day before taking action. The new 
law permits incorporated towns to 
regulate their own Sundays but bars 
pix and such in rural areas. Wil- 
mington is expected to be wide open 
as council leans to liberal views de- 
spite organized opposition of church 
groups. 

» Only wide-open Sunday indication 
in Delaware were the bowling alleys 
and skating rinks, all drawing good 
patronage. However, they had been 
open for years, closing only a month 
ago when attorney-general started 
enforcement drive leading to repeal 
of old statutes. Nearly 500 restau- 
rant men, garage operators, and the 
like were arrested March 2 but were 


released. Biggest laugh was arrest 
of radio station WDEL crew for 
working on Sunday—they were | 


broadcasting sermon of the Rev. Dr. 
A. F. Kleffman, Presbyterian minis- 
ter and head of Lord’s Day Alliance, 
leading foe of Blue Laws repeal. 





Greensburg, Pa., Stalled 
Pittsburgh, March 18. 
Nearby Greensburg, Pa., still has 
no Sunday shows, despite the fact 
that a recent recount showed that 
the referendum had been carried by 
12 votes. Understood that a techni- 


result Judge J. Hilary Keenan hasn’t 
yet given exhibs the green light. 


j}tion chief for Newsreel 


Real-Life Counterpart of Dead End 
Kids Nabbed; Other B.0. Stickups 








FOX THEATRES’ STATUS | 


| 


March 18. 
yesterday rounded 


*hiladelphia, 


police 


Philly 


Receivers Want Their Report For up a mob of young holdup men who 
| modelled themselves along the lines 


1940 Approved 





Milton C. Weisman, 
Steinreich 
trustees of Fox Theatres Corp., will | 


Kenneth P. | 


apply to the N. Y. supreme court | ; wood 


of the 
Each 


‘Dead End Kids’ 
member 


of the firms, 
of the local gang 


and Leopold Porrino, | had a nickname of one of the pic- 


ure dead-enders. Police said they 
found a photo of one of the Holly- 
‘hoodlums’ over the beds of 


March 31 to approve their report on | | each of the Philly mobsters. 
the activities of Fox Theatres jag 


ing 1940; to approve their plan of op- 
eration during 1941; to approve com- 
pensation for them and their attor- 


bees property in the Bronx, N. Y. 


| Fox Theatres has been in liquidation | 
| since Feb. 24, 1939, having gone un- | 


der for more than $35,000,000, which | : 
| Cops 


| holdups were gas stations. 
| Said the youthful 


the company was worth in 1932. 

The report shows cash on hand as 
of Dec. 31, 1940, to be $167,937 of | 
| which $87,187 is reserve and avail- 
able for distribution for payment of 
| allowances, taxes and fees, while 
$80,000 is a reserve against a $7,000,- 
000 claim against Fox Theatres by 
William Fox, and $750 is for attor- 
neys fees to fight a claim for a simi- 
lar amount against William Fox. 


CHARGE USHER SOLD 
THEATRE’S PIPE ORGAN 


Philadelphia, March 18. 

Allen Goodwin, usher at the Byrd, 
West Philly, was arrested last Fri- 
day (14), charged with swiping the 
house’s pipe organ and chopping it 
up for scrap metal. 

Jack Forman, manager of the 
house, said the organ had been 
placed in the loft of the theatre 
when it was no longer needed with 
the advent of the talkers. Police 
said Goodwin took the organ apart 
and sold the zinc, lead and brass to 
a junk dealer for $36.40. It cost 
the management $585. 











MAJOR RUDD A V.-P. 
Major A. G. Rudd, who has served 
as business manager and exploita- 
Theatres, 
Inc., ever since he left Pathe news- 
reel, has been made a vice-president 
of the organization which operates 





In meantime, religious groups have 
threatened to take matter to state’s | 
highest court, claiming sieves | 
count, when issue was defeated, 
should stand. 





Farewell to Sagebrush 


Hollywood, March 18. | 


Russell Hayden, featured player in 


591,178 | | Harry Sherman’s Hopalong Cassidy 
1,153,321 | series for four years, shifted to Co- 


lumbia under a contract to play | 


| straight roles. 


First 
Street,’ 
| Irving Briskin producing. 


assignment is ‘One Way 

















Continued from page |e 


a policy to turn over their TA shares 
to Actors Fund. Recently, the Amer- 


company to make such a compara- ican Gui ld of Variety Artists like- 
tively good showing in the face of | wise decided to permit the Fund to 


declining movie ticker machine bus- | handle its 


iness. 


!cial projects 
artmer it 
Plant is Beep pee to handle the | Pa 


' film 





Narrow Gauge oe 





Hollywood, March 18. 

Barrett O’Shea and John 
thy opened their new $25,000 16 mm. | 
film studio last week to. serve) 
companies producing pictures 
army camps, schools, clubs, commer- 
and screen talent tests. 


entire 


for 


process of preparing 16 mm 


“reen, ! 


the c 





; said to 
lligious guilds, 


McCar- | their own disbursements. 


approval on relief cases. From re- 
ports, TA has been trying to stream- 
line the entire charity setup under 
Actors Fund control, but there’s 
be opposition from the re- 
who want to handle 


Henry Jaffee, attorneys for some 
of the unions in the Associated Ac- 


for | tors & Artistes of America setup, 


was appointed special attorney by 
TA to confer with the Treasury De- 
authorities“in Washington 
'He has already made ~t least 


trip to tne p tal 


one 


| = 


slated to start this week with | 


TA Probe = || 


charity end, with AGVA | 


the Embassy on Broadway as its key 


| newsreel house. 


W. French Githens, who 


| here 
| ‘Garland’ 
| were charged 


neys for 1940; and to allow them to| stickups and stealing 12 





Names used by the five arrested 
were ‘Spike.’ ‘Spit,’ ‘Junior,’ 
and ‘Baby Face.’ They 
with committing 253 
cars in the 
last three months. 

They spent their loot, 
at $1,000, in jitterbug joints and 
cheap niteries in West Philly, the 
said. Chief targets for the 
Victims 
bandits used the 
| lingo and actions of the film baddies 
| while committing their robberies. 


estimated 





Two Omaha Mgrs. Held Up 


Omaha, March 18. 

Omaha had its first theatre ree 
ceipts robbery in a long time Sun- 
day night (16), when James H. 
Schlatter and James Nicholson were 
held up in their car while traveling 
downtown with money from four 
neighborhood theatres. Schlatter ig 
manager of the Military and Nichol- 
son manages the Avenue and Arbor. 
Some $1,500 taxen by a man who 
jumped on running board and 
pointed a gun at them 

When they delayed handing over 
the money the bandit fired, bul- 
let creasing Nicholson on the left 
side of his chest. Seizing the money, 
stickupper jumped out and was 
joined by two others, trio driving 
off in a car. 

Robbery occurred in a lonely spot 
as the two managers were driving 
downtown with the day’s receipts 
of Military, Arbor, Avenue and Winn 
theatres, part of the Goldberg chain 
of downtown and neighborhood 
houses. 





Probing Cvek 
Because he answers the description 
of a man who has robbed theatres all 
the way from Florida to Maine and 
half way west across the country, 
theatre circuits are investigating 





George Joseph Cvek, arrested in 
New York a few weeks ago for the 


| Pappas murder. 


was | 


The N. Y. Police Dept. has fur- 
nished full information on the man 


mainly instrumental in forming the | they have in custody, together with 


| present Newsreel Theatres 
| continues as president, 


setup, | 


fingerprints, as an aid in checking on 


| him in theatre holdups. 
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Last Times Wed. BOYER SULLAVAN 
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| Jean Arthur “BACK 
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Benny FIELDS 
Ciro RIMAC and 
Orchestra 
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A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
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RADIO 
CITY 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“CHEERS FOR 
MISS BISHOP" 


Spectacular Stage Productione 








OPENS FRIDAY, MARCH 21 
Edw. G. ROBINSON 
Ida LUPINO 
John GARFIELD 
In a New Warner Bros. Hit 
“The SEA WOLF” 

IN CHARLIE SPIVAK 


PERSON AND HIS ORCH. 


STRAND Bkeapway 


AND 47th STREET 











Continuous at Popular Prices at Two Theatres 


The FRANK CAPRA Prod. 
Starring GARY COOPER 
BARBARA STANWYCK 


in ‘MEET JOHN DOE’ 
RIVOLI THEATRE. ,, "97 


and 49th St. 


HOLLYWOOD THEA. .®’"27 


& 351 St 
Telephone: Circle 7-5906 
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Reade’s Expansion Plans, United 





Detroit’s 19th House; Other Bldg. 


Under an expansion plan that will, atre is scheduled to open at Falls 
include building of additional houses | City, Neb., about 100 miles south of 


by Walter Reade’s American Com- | 
munity Theatre Corp., ground was 
broken last week in Trenton, N. J., | 
for a $150,000 house that will be op- 
erated by RKO. Following comple- | 
tion other theatres will be built in 
Trenton and elsewhere within a ra- | 
dius of 500 miles of New York. 
Reade’s Community Theatre or- 
ganization previously built houses in | 
Hudson and Saratoga Springs, N. Y., | 
and in Morristown and Toms River, | 


N. J. 





United Detroit’s 19th 
Detroit, March 18. 

Making it compact, United Detroit | 
Theatres has opened its new Bloom- | 
field only a block away from the | 
Birmingham, the house the chain 
operates now in the latter town, a | 
Detroit suburb. The new 1,000-seat | 
luxury nabe is the 19th in the UD |} 
setup. United is operating it alone, 
unlike the last house it opened, the 
Royale, in which UD and Wisper & 
Wetsman are joint operators. 

The house got away March 11 with 
a benefit for the Birmingham Com- 
munity House. 

Making his first venture as a the- 
etre owner, Raymond E. Moon, gen- 
eral manager of Mutual Theatres, 
will build a new 500-seat house in 
Royal Oak, Detroit suburb. As a 
partner he will have Jack Krass, cir- 
cuit operator. 
be called the Main Street. 





New Fort Wood Theatre 
St. Louis, March 18. 

New Fort Wood theatre, 1,000- 
seater, Waynesville, Mo., has turned 
on the lights. Erected by the Com- 
monwealth Amusement Co., Kansas 
City, house will cater to the draftees 
in the training camp of the Seventh 
Army Corps nearby. Another house 
a 500-seater being rushed to com- 
pletion by J. T. Goshen who oper- 
ates houses in Sedalia and Versailles. 

Construction being rushed on an- 
other theatre at Lebanon, Mo., also 
in the training camp area. It will be 
a 500-seater, Star operated by F. L. 
‘Doc’ Loew, Lyons, Kans. The town 
has another house, Lyric, 580-seater, 
operating for a number of years 
under management of Casconade 
Theatre Co. 

Mrs. Mildred Karsch, Farmington, 
Mo., who owns the Rolla, 700 seats, 
Rolla, Mo., preparing to erect an- 
other 500-seater in the same town. 





New Louisville Nabe 
Louisville, March 18. 

Another new house has been an- 
nounced on the local scene, with fil- 
ing of application for permit to build 
a new nabe seating 882 on the Bards- 
town Road, at Doup’s Point, by 
Christ Thodis, of Newport and Cov- 
ington, Ky. Structure will include 
two stores as well as the theatre. 

Projected house is in Strathmoor, 
a high-class section of the city, and 
close to Bowman Field, town’s prin- 
cipal airport. With the 3,500 officers 
and men to be stationed at the air- 
port, and the rapidly expanding 
population of the Strathmoor area, 
it is estimated that the new house 
will have 30,000 to draw from, in an 
area of one square mile. 

Steel and concrete work is pro- 
gressing on the new Settos house 
on Fourth Avenue. Builders and op- 
erators are hoping to have the house 
ready for opening on Derby Day, 
early in May. 





Tom Clemmons’ Negro Houses 
Beaumont, Texas, March 18. 

Tom R. Clemmons plans to build 
and operate two Negro houses in 
Houston. One house is under con- 
struction at the present time and 
will be opened in April. Construc- 
tion on the second is expected to get 
under way shortly. 

The Ritz is a new colored house 
here. House and building owned by 
the South Texas Theatres, Inc., L. 
Topliz, president; A. N. Sack, v.p.; 
Lester Sack, sec.-treas., and Dr. 
Harry Jacobson, of Post, Texas. 

The new Ritz, Mineral Wells, 
Texas, opened by Resort Amusement 
Co., which includes Mack Dunn, J. 
W. Courtney and an affiliation with 
the Robb & Rowley-United circuit. 
Another new house, being completed 
by Phil Isley, and seating 1,000, will 
also be opened soon. 





Omaha Active 
Omaha, March 18. 


Activity in new houses and re- 


modeling continues in the territory. | 
On March 28 the new Oil City the-| ed as $4.32 


= aarar po eer = 


; new 
seven weeks. 


| deal for 


|} owners, 


The new theatre will | 


Omaha. Oscar Johnson, owner; 
seats 700. Theatre is in the heart 
of the newly-developed southeastern 





Hollywood, March 18. 
Warners is starting five new feat- 


WB’s 8 in Work | 


| 














ures this week, making a total Of | ness disclosed the names of numer- 


eight in work on the Burbank lot. 

Pictures are ‘Man Power,’ ‘Passage | 
from Hongkong,’ ‘Flight Patrol,’ ‘Dive 
Bomber’ and ‘Bad Men of Missouri.’ | 


| ous film personalities he had seen 


aboard, which included Irving Thal- 
berg, Louis B. Mayer, Norma Shear- 


| er, Sam Goldwyn, Winfield Sheehan, 











Picture Grosses | 











Nebraska oil fields which is pro- 
ducing now on a near major scale. 

Arnold Meierdierks will open the | 

Pender at Pender, Neb., v4 

New Boyd has been 

opened at Spencer, Neb., by John) 

Adams, | 


Consolidated’s Addition 

Consolidated Amusement Enter- 
prises acquires the operation of a 
new theatre in N. Y. as result of a 
the southwest corner of 
Eighth avenue and 19th street. Prop- 
erty will be improved with a 1,000- 
seat theatre and stores, with new 
Bliss Properties, Ine., pro- 
jecting the improvement. 

Berk & Krumgold sold ,the prop- | 
erty in conjunction with Wood, Dol- | 





| son Co. for the Mutual Life Insur- 


ance Co. Property has an assessed 
valution of $190,000. 





Smith’s Rochester Nabe 
Rochester, March 18. 

Philip Smith, of Boston, took 25- | 
year lease on 1,200 seat Brighton, | 
nabe to be built by Emil Muller. | 
Slated to open Sept. 1. 
Both Schines and Fenyvessys | 
turned down offer of lease. Schines 
have had enough headaches with 
houses taken cver from Fenyvesseys | 
and latter claim they are glad to be 
out of theatre business—business be- 
ing what it is locally. 





Dayton’s $75-Seater 
Dayton, March 18. 
Central States Amus. Co., which | 
operates the Avon, Cincinnati, four | 
community theatres in Columbus and | 
others elsewhere, has taken a 20-| 
year lease on a new 975-seater 
started here in North Dayton ad- | 
jacent to the new Parkside Homes | 
federal project. 





Graham’s B.C, Addition 
Regina, Sask, March 18. 





Levi Graham, Cariboo, B.C., just 
opened a new house, 400-seater, at 
South Wells, B.C., population 3,000. 
Most modern in northern British 
Columbia. 


STILL PHOTOGS WILL 





strong drawing card to the two-a- 


' ploitation for ‘Lady Eve.’ 





LOS ANGELES 





(Continued from page 11) 


day Carthay Circle. 

Paramount extended itself on ex- | 
Deal was 
made with the Washington (state) | 
apple growers and 10,000 apples 
were distributed in the downtown 
district. bearing signs reading, ‘Eat | 
an Apple with Lady Eve.’ Perfume | 
tieups and widespread billing were 
also included in th: campaign | 
which was one of the most compre- | 
hensive house has staged in months, 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,516; 83- | 
$1.10-$1.65)—Fantasia’ (Disney) (7th 
wk.). Strong weekend biz and hold- 
ing firm. Current stanza should add 
another $11,800 to $12,400 last week. 
At rate cartoon film is drawing, run 
will be extended six to eight more 
weeks. 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
30-44-55-75)—‘Son Cristo’ (UA) and 
‘Chump Oxford’ (UA). After sev- 
eral weeks of top biz, current stanza 
taking somewhat of a nosedive and 
$7,400 best in sight. Last week, ‘To- 
bacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Murder 
Friends’ (20th), dipped after strong 
opening to garner fair $8,800. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800-55-65-85) 
‘John Doe’ (WB). Biggest attrac- 
tion this downtown Warner outlet 
has had since ‘Santa Fe Trail.’ Grab- 
bing huge $19,000 and holds. Last 
week, ‘Footsteps’ (WB) and ‘Happi- 


} 
; 








ness’ (WB) (2d wk.), so-so $4,900. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30- 
44-55)—' Wind’ (M-G) 
wk.). Slipped to weak $2,500 on 
final stanza, after third week eased 
off with fair $3,500. “That Hamilton 
Woman’ (UA) replaces (19) with a 
$5 preem, entire proceeds going to 
widows and orphans of RAF. 

Hawaii ( G&S) (1,100; 30-44)— 
‘Blackout’ (UA) and ‘Laddie’ (RKO). 
Mild $1,000. Last week, final 10 days 
of ‘Rebecca’ (UA) and ‘Challenge’ 
(FA), okay $1,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 55-65-75) 
—John Doe’ (WB). Opened to 
complete sellout at $2 top, and with 


(4th-final | 


et al. The witness said that on nu- 
merous occasions he heard business 
discussed aboard. 

In the afternoon Al Wertheimer, 
cafe man from Hollywood, was the 
first to be called, and he startled the 
courtroom by declaring that in 1935 
he used Schenck’s Hollywood home 


for a month as a gambling establish- | 


ment while the executive was away. 


| He said that the place was raided 


within a month, and that Schenck, 


ion his return, ‘bawled the hell out 


of him’ for so using his home. The 
witness denied he had Schenck’s 
permission to enter the executive's 
home, and said he got in through 
the caretaker. About $2,000 was 
passed for rental, this money going 
to Lou Anger. Its ultimate disposi- 
tion, if any, was not revealed. He 
also told of how Schenck had gam- 
bled with him at other establish- 
ments he had in Hollywood, as a 
customer. He vigorously denied the 
Government's intimation that 
Schenck was ever a pariner. Al 
Wertheimer is a brother of Lou. 

Schenck had numerous parties at 
his home at which the whole film 
industry used to appear, he declared. 
Among those he saw there were Irv- 
ing Berlin, Ben Thau, Gregory Rat- 
off, Darryl Zanuck, Louis B. Mayer, 
William Goetz, David and Myron 
Selznick, Myrna Loy, Constance Ben- 
nett and Nicholas M. Schenck. The 
Government claims Schenck charged 
off these parties to business ex- 
penses. 

Lou Wertheimer, the next witness, 
said he had known the producer for 
some 15 years, and also described 
the good will trip on Schenck’s 
yacht to South America, corroborat- 
ing Paley’s statements. He told of 
his engagement by 20th-Fox at $500 
weekly as assistant to Schenck, and 
then as assistant to Sol Wurtzel. 
Schenck paid his salary out of his 
own pocket, Wertheimer said. He 
made several trips to Europe, visit- 
ing France and England for talent. 
His salary was established in a talk 
with Louis B. Mayer before he was 
engaged. 





advanced daily prices should grab 
terrific $24,000 on first week, includ- 
ing preem. This is tops for house in 
many moons. Last week, ‘Foot- 
steps’ (WB) and ‘Happiness’ (WB) 
(2d wk.), on six days garnered slim 





Hollywood, March 18. 


Still Photography Show, sponsored 
by Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, opens here April 14 
for two weeks. 

Gold medals wili be awarded by 
the Academy to winners in each of 
eight classifications. More than 500 
prints have been entered. 


Tarkington Examined 
In WB ‘Penrod’ Suit 


Booth Tarkington was examined 
before trial in N. Y. federal court 
through his agent, Carl Brandt, yes- 
terday (Tuesday). Examination is 
in connection with a $100,000 suit by 
the author against Warner Bros. 

Tarkington claims Warner Bros. 
made ‘Penrod and His Twin Brother,’ 
which, he alleges, was not based on 
any story he wrote. The defense 
claims that the public, as a result of 
the many ‘Penrod’ films 








character with WB, and not the 








author. 
Technicolor’s 8826 Net 
Technicolor, Inc., net profit for 


VIE FOR ACAD MEDALS 


First annua: Hollywood Studios’ | 


Warner | 
Bros. have made, now associate the | 


$4,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO). 
On basis of opening should hit okay 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Back Street’ (U) 
and ‘Double Date’ (U) (2d wk,), al- 
most $6,000. 
| Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55- 
|75)—‘Eve’ (Par) and stage. show. 

Backed by strong exploitation cam- 
| paign, house is headed for excellent 
| $18,000 and holds. Last week, hold- 
j}over of ‘Buck Privates’ (U) with 
‘Hard-Boiled Canary’ (Par) added 
; and radio show on stage, just topped 
$14,000, not so hot. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872; 30-44-55)— 
‘Adam’ (Col) and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO). 
Looks like $7,500. Last week, ‘Back 


Street’ (U) (2d wk.) and ‘Double 
Date’ (U), good $6,900. 

| State (Loew-F-WC) (2,404; 30-44- 
155-75)—Son__—— Crristo’ (UA) and 


|‘Chump Oxford’ (UA). Fair $10,600. 
|Last week, ‘Tobacco Road’ (20th) 
jand ‘Murder Friends’ (20th), big 
| $15,000. 


| United Artists (WTA-F-WC) (2,100; | 


| 30-44-55)—‘Wind’ (M-G) (4th wk.). 
| Dipped to $5,600, &nd nearing the 
|end of its run here at pop prices. 
Third week finished with $9,000. 
Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-44-55) 


|——"Tobacco Road’ (20th) and ‘Mur- 
|der Friends’ (20th). Weak $3,300 on | 
| moveover. Last week, ‘Hardy’s | 
Secretary’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’s 


Crisis’ (M-G), big $6,800. 


KANSAS CITY 


(Continued from page 10) 
and ‘Blondie Latin’ (Col) had it 
tough for $6,700. 
Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
(WB). Closed 








1940 amounted to $882,125 as against 
$912,614 in 1939, according to the 
annual report sent to stockholders 
this week. This is equal to 99c per | 
share of captial stock as compared | 
with $1.07 in the previous year. 

Showing was made despite the fact | 
that the company cut its print cost | 
lc per foot in the latter half of 1940) 
and in the face of an increase of | 
more than 10,000,000 feet of positive | 
prints shipped over the previous 
year. Net sales for the year were) 
$5,103,404. Cash on hand amounted 
to $3,705,566 with current assets list- | 
7,543. 





eS EE. bis? 8 ne oo 


| $5,000. 


Monday (17) 


‘Sea Wolf’ opens today (18). 
week, ‘Hard Boiled Canary’ 


28-44) — ‘Footsteps’ 
with medium take 


Last 


| (Par) and ‘Henry’ (Par), light $4,400 


in six days. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ (WB) and 
‘Texas Rangers’ (Par). Will bring 
in a nifty week, earning a holdover, 
with $9,000. Last week, ‘Sierra’ 
(WB) and ‘Play Girl’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), came off without complaints at 
$5,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Barnyard Follies’ (Rep) with Major 
Bowes unit on stage. Right amount 


of corn to get $6.700. good. Last 
week, ‘Arkansas. Judge’ (Rep) and 
stage bill. avera 


'Schenck’s Ex-Secretary 


Questioned on Bioff ‘Loan’ 


Last witness of the day was 
|Schenck’s former secretary, Ruth 
Nolander, who served the executive 
from 1925-1940. She resigned in Sep- 
tember, 1940, to get married. She 
testified she knew nothing of 
Schenck’s financial transactions, and 
court closed for the day. 


On Friday (14), Miss Nolander 
continued on the stand, being ques- 
| tioned on the Willie Bioff $100,000 
| ‘loan’. She stated that in June, 1937, 





j}and found Bioff there, with Schenck 
;counting money. The amount was 
| velope and given to her for safe- 
| keeping. 

She stated she called John Codd, 
| 20th-Fox comptroller, and gave him 
the money. She saw it a month 
| later when Schenck removed some 
|prior to leaving for Europe. 
| then described the method of paying 
| bills at the studio, and how the ex- 
ecutive had his out-of-town expenses 
| taken care of. It was stated that 
Schenck’s food bills averaged $20 
daily. 

The Government tried to show that 
|a bill of $7,525 listed as general ex- 
penses, including $7,179 for redec 
orating Schenck’s apartment, had 
| been deducted as general business 
expenses, but Correa soon admitted 
that the $7,179 had not been deduct- 
ed, after protest by Corbin. The U.S. 
attorney insisted the balance of sev- 
eral hundred dollars was deducted 
at least 50%. 

Flowers totaling $95, a stove cost- 
ing $481, and numerous items of this 
sort were included in the Govern- 





ment’s attempts to show Schenck de- 


ducted amounts to which he was not 
| entitled. Nothing tangible was shown 


in the way of proof outside of state- 
ments by U. S. Attorney Correa. 

The rebuttal by Corbin showed 
that of a total of $242,000 in expenses 
for the year 1937, Schenck actually 
deducted only $23,511. 

Miss Nolander toid how the ex- 
ecutive approved bills by the hun- 
dreds, one after another, hardly 





tre $6.000. j 


glancing at them, depending on the 


| judgment of his subordinates as he 


lacked the time to spend on each 
item. 


Testimony on Schenck’s strongbox 


Schenck-Moskowitz 


Continued from page 6 














$100,000, placed in a large manila en- | 


| ownership-direction, 


She | 








Trial 








in the possession of Codd was 
into briefly when the trial was 
poned to Monday (17). 

The morning session on Monday 
(17), saw Miss Nolander concluding 
on the stand under cross-examina- 
tion by Corbin in which Schenck’'s 
secretary declared that she did not 
know whether or not Bioff had given 


gone 
post- 


, Schenck the $100,000 she had testi- 


fied to previously. All she knew 
was that Schenck had the money 
on his desk whiie Bioff was present, 
and as far as she knew he did not 
have it prior to the time Bioff en- 
tered the room. 

Enrique Neidhart, Mexican gen- 
eral manager of the Agua Caliente 
Casino, was the next witness. Cor- 
rea took him along a long and 
tedious route tracing the course of 
the gambling company and racetrack 
in an endeavor to prove that both 
were operating at a profit. The fig- 
ures of the Casino were submitted, 
showing that in 1937, two years after 
closing, the company had assets of 
$4,150,623 against liabilities of $3,- 
358,000. These, the defense proved, 
were book assets, and the witness 
readily admitted under cross-exam- 
ination that the company had op- 
erated at a loss since the Mexican 
law prohibiting gambling went into 
effect, every time a reopening was 
tried. 

The stockholder ledger of the com- 
pany showed a transfer of 67,707 
shares from Schenck’s name to 
Roland West’s account. At all sub- 
sequent meetings the stock was 
voted in West’s name. A dreary 
cross-examination was finished by 
Corbin and a rebuttal by Correa 
had just started when court was ad- 
journed to yesterday (Tuesday). 





FIELDING OUT AS GM. 


OF SPENCER THEATRES 


St. John, N. B., March 18. 


The news behind the news that 
A. A. Fielding, for 16 years general 
manager of the Spencer chain's 21 
film theatres, is out is that the 
strained relations between F. G. 
Spencer, founder and president of 
the company, and his g.m., began 
with an interesting disclosure. 

Spencer had been operating the 
Strand and Capitol in Truro, on 
leases. Recently, it was declared 
that Spencer learned his landlord at 
the Strand was Fielding, although 
the name was that of snother. This 
revelation has been followed by a 
start in construction on a new thea- 
tre in Truro, by Spencer, the new 
house to be opened in June. This 
situation coupled with the feeling 
that Spencer wanted his two sons as 
top execs of his company, has de- 
veloped into the exit of Fielding. 

Fielding has been buying stock in 
the company for many years, but It 





: has not been announced if he retains 
| She was called into Schenck’s office | his holding. The indications are he 


| has sold out his stock. 


He states he 
will become a circuit operator on his 
own, and the Strand will be taken 
out of the Spencer chain for his 
together with 
houses in Amherst, Lunenburg and 
Bridgewater. He also is major 
stockholder in a St. John _ ice- 
cream and milk pasteurizing busi- 
ness. The headquarters of his cir- 
cuit will ,be in St, John, and his 
home will continue at East River- 
side, 8 miles east of St. John. AS & 
hobby he has long been a buyer and 
seller of diamonds. 

With their father, the Spencer cir- 
cuit executives now include his sons, 


| Gordon and Gerald Spencer. 





Caron’s 4th Strikeout 


The fourth amended complaint of 
the Caron Corp, manufacturers of 
perfume, against RKO Radio Pic- 
tures was dismissed Friday (14) by 
Justice Aaron Steuer in N. Y. Su- 
preme court. Action claimed libel 
in ‘Primrose Path.’ 

Plaintiff sought an _ injunction 
against the film, claiming it showed 
one of its products in connection 
with a prostitute. The court grant- 
ed plaintiff until March 19 to file 
another amended complaint. 








Back on the Web 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Larry Darmour started a new 


| serial, ‘The Spider Returns,’ for Co- 
‘lumbia release, with Warren Hull, 


who played the original ‘Spider’ role 
four years ago, returning in the wp 


| role. 


Director is James Horne. 
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EXPECT RADIO EARTHQUAKE 





Arthur Godfrey, One-Man Morning 
Show, Leaves Washington for WEAF, 
New York; May Earn Up to $100,000 


| ahitlensiile War Loan 





Arthur Godfrey may earn as much 
as $100,000 a year under the contract 
which he has signed with NBC. He 
has already handed in his notice to 
WJSV, Washington, and starts work 
on WEAF, New York, as the m.c. 
and solo blurber of the 7 to 9 a.m. 
stretch five days a week. His guar- 
antee from NBC is $60,000 a year. 
WEAF will charge $45 an announce- 
ment during this two-hour period 
and Godfrey’s share will be $15. 
Demand for spots by advertisers has 
been quite heavy to date. NBC is 


Washington, March 18. 

Gift of 17 patents involving the 
frequency-modulation system of 
radio communication has been 
made by Maj. Edwin H. Arm- 
strong of New York to the U. S. 
Army, the War Department an- 
nounced last night (17). The 
inventor, who made his first im- 
portant radio discovery in Paris 
during the World War, turned 
over to the Government ‘for so 


slated to precede his advent on long as the present national and 
WEAF with a big promotional cam- international emergency shall 
paign. exist’ inventions which would 


Godfrey has been doing his one- 
man sales act on WJSV for the past if applied to the national de- 
six years, excepting an_ interval fense program. 
spent on WABC, N. Y. The fol- In gratitude for his act he 
lowing he built up through the was assured of ‘warm apprecia- 
Washington outlet was of such pro- tion’ by Secretary of War Henry 


bring him in a sizeable fortune 


portions as to make consistently| LL. Stimson, who cited the 
available a waiting list of clients. patriotic example afforded by 
such a distinguished inventor.’ 


The $60,000 guarantee in itself makes” 


him No. 1 earner in the participating The War Department will take 


‘full advantage’ of Armstrong’s 











program field. Only one near him ae 
in that class is Martin Block, of| Offer, it was declared. 
WNEW, N. Y. <wae 





Godfrey who, before entering ra- | 


dio was in the U. S. Navy, still holds | Grant Agency From Texas 
a commission in the service and, a ‘ 

despite hfs’ chores at WJSV, does Sprea ds In Chicago; 
some work daily at the Navy de- ? 
partment in Washington. It is un- 


derstood that the department has 
readily assented to his transfer to ee 
New York. WJSV has yet to select Chicago, March 18. 


a replacement for Godfrey. His 
earnings in 1939 are reported to have | 
been $60,000 and for last year $75,000. 


Grant 


space. 


agency has expanded office 
Represents the fifth spread 
| for the little Texas agency since it 


Dick Gilbert now doing a 10:30-to- | lopened a Chicago office four years 
midnight chore with records on | 28°. 
WOV, N. ¥., in addition to his| Grant agency handles the Mars 
nightly 7:30 slot over WNEW, di- | ange & account for which it currently 
rectly following the Martin Block | has ‘Dr. I. Q.’ and ‘What's Your Idea’ 
programs on the NBC-Red. 


period. 


Foreign and War’ Emphasis This Year 


Ohio State’s Institute Has Elaborate Schedule— 
Mexican Will Speak—Many Panel Discussions 


A Town Hall-type discussion will; Research, Federal Radio Education 
open the 12th annual Institute for | Committee. 
Education by Radio at Columbus, | Radio Councils 
Ohio, May 5. With George V. Denny | Robert Hudson, Director, Rocky 
presiding as moderator ‘Radio in the | Pens tain Redio Council, eae. 


Present Emergency’ will be discussed | ; 
School Public Relations Broadcasting 


by Clifton Utley of the Chicago | 

. . = 3 | man? Bearlew trant nf 
Council on Foreign Relations, Ed} Belmont Farley, Director of Pub- 
Kirby, of the Office of the Chief of | lic Relations, National Education As- 
Staff, U. S. Army, and Robert J. | sociati 
Landry, radio editor of VARIETY. Teacher Education in Radio 

At another time during the Insti-| racy F. Tyler, Associate Professor 
tute the role of radio in the U.S.A. if | of Education, University of Minne- 
war comes’ will be discussed by Louis | .,;4, 
Wirth, Carl J. Friedrich, Raymond Felklore Series 
Gram Swing and Richard Horton. ~— ee ee 

There will be panel groups under sete ee pees Sc eee ee eae 
> chal ; : * Baker Documentary Programs of Station 
the chairmanship of John C. Baker, | Bata 

WNYC 


of the U. S. 
Charles Dillon, 


Dept. of Agriculture; 
of the Americ: 


in Red | Morris S. Novik. 


Cross; Joseph Ries, of WLW, Cincin- Presenting Cultural Groups 
nati; Dorothy Lewis, of the Radio} Geraldine Elliot, WJR, Detroit. 
Council on Children’s Programs; | Documenting the Viewpoint of Youth 
James Scull, of the National Confer- James C. Flint, station WHA, 
ence on Jews and Christians; Emilie | Madison. 

Haley, J. Robert Miles, and William International radio relationships 


B. Levenson. | will be explored by a visitor from 


A meeting of the National Asso- | Mexico, Mauricio Magdaleno, and 
ciation of Broadcasters will have] Philip Barbour, who lately left NBC 
Neville Miller in the chair. Other|to join Nelson Rockefeller’s Pan- 
section meetings will include: American cultural relations com- 

Women’s Organizations mittee. Richard Ford from the Brit- 


Jessie F. Magee, Radio Council of|ish Library of Information, Hugh 
Greater Cleveland. poretienge from the Canadian Broad- 
Farm Editors of Radio Stations | casting Co., will also add an inter- 
John F. Merrifield, station WHAS, | national flavor. 
Louisville. Margaret Cuthbert of NBC will 
In-School Broadcasting chairman a discussion session on 
Marguerite Fleming, Director of} broadcasis for women. 
Radio Workshop, South High School, | of CBS will pace the talks on special 


Columbus. levents. John Carlile will be present 
Public School Radio Stations |from the University of Alabama to 
Leonard Power, Coordinator of ' gavel the production roundtable 


| 


FOG T 





AT FUN 


‘Wall Street Buzzes With 
Story CBS Will Sell Ma jor- 


AMENTALS 


ter Yet Indicated 


BASIC ECONOMICS 





Handles Mars Programs 
| the financial weight exercised by 
{dio in relation to capital investment 


mean 
| 
} 


The American broadcasting indus- 


ity Interest in Its M. and 
O. Stations — But Paley 
States No Attitude on Mat- 


|try as a whole and the networks in| 


particular are more or less 
ciled’ to the imminence of drastic 
attacks upon status quo by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission, or 
by other Federal agencies. It is not 
clear yet whether this is a funda- 
mental locking of horns between 
bureaucracy, as such, and business, 
as such. 
evidence of the widely held sus- 
picion that Government. ownership 
of broadcasting may be the ideal or 
goal behind some of the pressure 
exerters, 





| Economics of broadcasting rather 
| than the merit of its operations day 
|by day are the supposed cause of 
the FCC and other Washington dis- 
approval. The report is that the 
power, socially and politically, of 
broadcasting is somewhat feared, es- 
pecially in its existing or possible 
alliances with other media, but that 
the Government aims primarily at 
ra- 


and payroll. 


Although there is no real public 
clamor for changes in broadcasting 


the changes will nonetheless be de- 
manded because Washington frowns 
upon practices with special regard to 
concentration of ownership and li- 
censes and expansion into other 
fields. Domination of control ‘from 
New York City is another point of 


FCC criticism. 
Already the trade has begun to 
hear reports of possible strategems 


in anticipation of the FCC’s expected 


gram eight will 


application of the recommendations | 
of the ‘chain monopoly’ report. 
Wall Street sources this week re- 


ported that Columbia itself was al- 
ready preparing to solve one of the 
restraints recommended in the FCC’ 
forthcoming report. This restraint 
has to do with multiple ownership of 


stations. CBS’ solution, it is re- 
ported, would be to dispose to local 
ownerships of the controlling inter- 
est in most of its present owned and 
operated tations, excepting the 
three serving as originating points, 
namely, WABC, New York; WBBM, 
Chicago, and KNX, Los Angeles. 
The stations in which CBS, by this 
move would retain but 45% of the 
stock would be KMOX, St. Louis; 
WBT, Charlotte, and WCCO, Min- 
!neapolis. CBS holds a similar inter- 
est WAPI 3irmingham and 
.AW, Lawrence, Mass 
Whe questioned as to this pos- 
I William S. Paley, president 
oy Cc BS stated yesterday (Tuesday) 
that while he knew indirectly of the 
pI ioOllit of afr ri. prohibit on 
ip n e ownership CBS has 
formed no definite attitude or taken 
no tep 


Barbasol One of Umpteen 
Sponsors of Heatter 


Gabriel Heatter, already airing six 
nights a week for various sponsors, 


| starts a Sunday night series April 6 


|for Barbasol, 


Paul White | 


thus filling his entire 


week’s slate. New show will be 
spotted at 8:45-9 p.m. on WOR and 
nine other Mutual stations, succeed- 
ing the locally-sponsored Doroth 


Thompson series, which goes off with 
its March 30 edition. Erwin-Wasey 


iis the agency. 

Current Heatter sponsors. are 
Zonite (Monday), Sanka (Tuesday), 
;Kreml (Wednesday, Friday) and 
Libert: (Thursday, Saturday ). 
Sanka show is ‘We, the People’ on 
CBS. Others are on Mutual. 


‘recon- | 


Nor is there any concrete | 


Kegtined Account Is 








] STRIKE Pacific Blue Repeats on Wax 


Of Reds Top Comedy Shows 
May - Everybody Happy 


Attention: 


St. Louis, March 18, 

‘Bouncer’ Taylor, a 
member of the St. Louis Flyers, 
local pro hockey club, but now 
employed by Ruthrauff & Ryan 





Critics! Some ad agencies believe that the 
non-rebroadcast concession made 
| Jack Benny in his new General 
| Foods contract may cause a general 
| trend in favor of NBC's Pacific blue 
regional. Under the new Benny 
| agreement he doesn’t have to put on 
}a rebroadcast for the Coast, and the 
to gab the play-by-play stuff for | Jell-O original can be taken off on a 
the Hyde Park Breweries over /disc for the rebroadcast over the 
KXOK, was lured from the mike | Pacific blue, which, unlike the Pacific 
back to the ice last week when red, permits the transmission of a 


former 


the Flyers were short a goal | recording over a hookup. 
minder, | Other comics and their accounts 
Taylor’s services were required | that are on the red, it is anticipated, 
| would readily go in for a like ar- 


because the team’s regular goalie, | : 
Alex Wood, suffered a stab ;7@™5ement. 
wound in an altercation with a 
spectator the previous evening at 
a game in Kansas City. 


For the name performer 
it would mean the elimination of a 
repeat chore. For the account it 
could figure as a decided savings on 
| the time bill, since the cost of the 
| Pacific blue is much less than that of 
its sister regional. From a money 
angle it might prove advantageous 
for the red, because the vacated time 
could easily be sold to local and spot 


ve 
Unacceptable on Poticy | accounts. The addition of a number 
|of high-rating programs would go a 
In Hartford, Elmira long way toward hypoing the listen- 


| ing popularity of the Pacific blue 
| hookup. 

Among the comedy shows on the 
| red that do a re-broadcast are Eddie 











Only two of the 79 stations picked | 
by Keglined (American Can Co.) for | 


the release of its mystery comedy, | Cantor (Wednesday) and Maxwell 
‘The Amazing Mr. Smith,’ over the | House Coffee Time (Thursday), 
| while such as Charlie McCarthy, 


Mutual Network, 


starting April 7, 
have turned down 


‘Fibber McGee and Molly,’ ‘Aldrich 
the business be- : 


: | Family’ go through to the Coast on 
cause of their policy against beer ac- | 


. a single broadcast. 
counts. The two stations are WTHT, | ‘Infe. Please’ Ceact 8 
Hartford, Conn., and WENY, EIl-| gh ast Swap 
mira. ‘Information, Please’ program 


| (Lucky Strike) will exchange NBC’s 


- ati . i th ‘1 
Of the 77 stations taking the pro | blue regional on the Coast for the 


handle it on-a de- 
layed broadcast basis. There will be 
a rebroadcast to the mountain and 
Pacific area at midnight. 


|red Pacific link with the advent of 
| daylight savings. Live version of the 
| quiz will continue on the red net- 
work otherwise Friday nights, but a 
transcription of the show will be 
Leslie Harris, WQAM announcer, | carried over the Pacific blue, start- 
now is also supervisor of Miami park | ing May 6.. The time on the Coast 
entertainment. blue will be 7:30-8 p.m. PST. 


~ Journal Anticipates Divorcement 


Milwaukee ‘Radio City’ for WTMJ Seen Laid Out 
With Changes in View 


Milwaukee, March 18. |location in the downtown district 

, - b } vil e 

Although plans have been under where studios must be heavily in 
sulated against the racket made by 


The Milwaukee 


the location of 


way for months for € ; 
4 | street cars, giant printing presses and 


other disturbances. Hence the move 
to the sylvan solitude of the suburbs. 


Journal’s ‘Radio City,’ 


this ambitious project, which will 


However true that all 
'is pointed out by 
associated w 


investment in may be, it 
knowing ones not 


ith WTMJ that its heads 


raise the newspaper’s 


radio to an approximate $500,000, was 


kept secret until recently. Since : 
are exercising the foxiest kind of 
then there has been muc Bn ere . 3 : 
then there has been much specula- | perspicacity in making their plans, 
tion as to what significance lies in| looking ahead to the possible day 
the establishment of this sizable 1en the Federal! Con inications 
Comm 7, and the ‘aderal _" 
enterprise five miles from the centre eae vt Recctles 1e Federal courts 
Vv t efor t new noaner ner. 
of the city where the newspaper! Na p a yp ) wspaper owner 
niant itself is situated ship of radio station With the com 
‘ plet e ‘R d ) ( ty ho ing both AM 
. f 7 ] ale P 
ive acres of land make up the P 
Five acre , ' . and FM activities ir | departn t 
<i f ‘Radio Citv’ at the edge o ‘ =e 
ite of Radio ( 7 a e eage La situated and established entirely 
eautiful iburban parkway along!...... ore - 
pea wm | } ; é " away from The Journal plant, it 
the Milwaukee river and plans yr . : 
oe oa Seat a would be a comparatively easy mat- 
the pretentious WTMJ development 


ter to effect any 
ment between newspaper 
without a penny’s 


necessary divorce- 
and radio, 
loss in the transi- 


elaborate landscaping to 
with the restored natural 


include 
harmonize 


surroundings. An aesthetic atmos- tion: in fact. it might be worked out 

. : ‘ 4, 3 « s Iptit t or ut 
phere will pervade the entire en-) in an extremely profitable manner. 
vironment of the modernistically ; 


WTM4J's plans are already past the 


styled buildings, but close observers id t rye eer 
> agea sta an in ne saim oO - 
of radio progress profess to see be- lit 0 po : +t — : kk Ree < 
ality, wit! 1e $s] Il s >d ou 
hind all the planning a shrewd and ~ é ’ ° . sta er" he ; 
structural plans entirely finished, 


prs age practicality looking far 

head to something more than mere 
artistic achievement as it appears on 
surface. 


with building operations due to be- 
gin in the next week or two, or as 
soon as the frost is out of the ground. 
The ‘Radio City’ development wil) 
house executive and program depart- 
ments, theatre and studios for every 
possible need, musicians, announcers, 


the 


The Station Lags 
Station execs point out that their 
present plant takes up a large part 


of three floors of the big Journal Music library, master contro] desk, 
building and that they need room to. short wave relay equipment, store- 
grow, that they want to remove radio TOOms and work shops, and a 300- 
activities from the noise and inter- | foot television tower adjacent to a 
ference inseparable from the present | television transmitter house. * 


it 
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BIC STATIONS HAIL AGRICULTURAL DEPT. 
MOVE TO CHANNELIZE: FARM PROGRAMS 








50,000 Watters Under Craig Generalship See Good Bill Gay Leaves KNX 


Chance to Counter FCC’s Critical Tendencies by 


Pointing Up Clear Channel Importance to Sod 
a 


Washington, March 18. 
Counterattack against the growing 
Federal Communications Commis- 


theory will be staged by the 50 kw 
operators mobilized recently by Ed 
Craig (WSM, Nashville). Besides 
wooing the dial-twisters, especially 
in the thinly settled regions, the 
behemoths are going out of their 


way to cement friendly relations 
with other branches of the Roose- 
velt Administration. 

The clear-channelites are about 
set to open headquarters, from 
which to conduct an _ educational 
campaign that has become vital be- 
cause of feeling on the part of sev- 
eral FCC members that clear chan- 
nels mean monopoly, an_ unfairly 
large slice of industry income, and 
social danger. Vic Sholis, former 
political reporter for the Chicago 
Times and more recently chief 
mouthpiece for Harry Hopkins is 
front man of the protective organi- 
zation. Allan Miller, who was one 
of Sholis’ aides at the Commerce De- 
partment, joins the staff shortly. 


Selling effort of the group will 
coincide with radio’s moving day 
when the clear-channel operators 
forced to change frequency expiain 
to their audiences just what benefits 
are derived from stations with ex- 
clusive night occupancy of the se- 
lect channels. Defensive propa- 
ganda will be sandwiched in with 
instructions about having push-but- 
ton sets readjusted or turning to a 
new place on the dial. 


More subtle move to head off the 
FCC forays will occur April 7-8 
when Secretary of Agriculture 
Claude Wickard huddles witl radio 
operators in a widely-cheered at- 
tempt to bring about some cohesion 
in government’s use of the airwaves 
to entertain and inform the farmers. 
The clear-channelites will be here 





in force, especially since this is a 
golden opportunity to hammer home 


the argument that thousands of 
rural families depend solely on 
secondary signals from remote 50 


kw transmitters. The Craig group 
will take advantage of the chance to 
emphasize how much time is de- 
voted to crop, price, weather, and 
similar reports, obviously hoping the 
far-flung Agriculture lobby will 
come to their aid if the going gets 
tough at the FCC. 

The Agriculture Department hud- 
dle has wider significance, though 
the clear-channelites appear most 
alert to the potentialities. For several 
years, proprietors of stations serv- 
ing rural areas have been trying to 
find room for all of the farm pro- 
grams dished up by Federal outfits. 
What with Farm Credit Administra- 
tion, Farm Security Administration, 
Commodity Credit Corp., Resettle- 
ment Administration, Agricultural 
Adjustment Administration, and 
other alphabetical] combinations anx- 
ious to sell themselves and the old- 
line bureaus of the Agriculture De- 
partment more and more conscious 
of radio’s usefulness, the job of 
pleasuring all of the Federal people 
wanting to get into farm households 
via the microphone route has as- 
sumed unpleasant proportions. It’s 
been a question of who is least 
dangerous (politically) when neces- 
sary to cold-shoulder some of the 
time beggars. If Wickard can bring 
some degree of rationalization into 
the business of fabricating programs, 
all station managers in farm areas 
will benefit. 


BILL SPIER GETS MAX 
WYLIE'S POST AT CBS 








William Spier, writer-producer 
with B.B.D.&O., has been appointed 
successor to Max Wylie as script 
editor of Columbia. Selection was 
made yesterday (Tuesday), but it has 
not been definitely decided when 
he’ll start his new duties. 

Wylie left a few days ago to be- 
come program director for the Chi- 
cago office of Blackett-Sample-Hum- 
mert, *” 
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Anthony’s ‘Mild’ Interest 
In KMPC Buy for 2506, 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Harrison Holliway, KFI-KECA 
manager, hopped east for board 
meeting of National Ass’n of Broad- 
casters. Before departing he spiked 
reports that Earle C. Anthony, owner 
of the two NBC outlets here, was 
more than passively interested in the 
purchase of KMPC from G. A. 
Richards. 

John Patt, manager of WGAR in 
Cleveland, was here last week con- 
ferring with Richards on the dispo- 
sition of the station. Asking price 
is said to be $250,000. 


ABSORBINE 10 
SPONSOR QUIZ 


Absorbine, Jr., will most likely 
take over the ‘True or False’ quiz 
when J. B. Williams goes on a 10- 
week vacation from its Monday night 
spot on the NBC-blue at the end of 
June. J. Walter Thompson is the 
agency on both accounts. 

Okay on the Absorbine deal has 
becn held up pending receipt at the 
network of Williams’ commitment 
for the fall. . 














Columnist Buys Time 





Austin, Texas, March 18. 

Roger Busfieid, Texas newspaper 
columnist is using the Lone Star 
Chain to promote his column entit- 
led ‘So What?’ Busfield has pur- 
chased six evenings per week. Ac- 
couiit is handled direct. 

Stations comprising the LSC web 
are KTSA, San Antonio, which orig- 
inates the broadcasts; KGKO, Fort 
Worth; KXYZ, Houston: KRIS, Cor- 
pus Christi; KRGV, Weslaco and 





KGNC, Amarillo. 





To Aid Moore at Esty 


Hollywood, March 18. 

William Moore, Coast head of Wil- 
liam Esty agency, is expanding the 
outfit’s quarters and taking on addi- 
tional help with the advent of the 
Louella Parsons programs for Life- 
buoy. 

Bill Gay has: resigned as chief an-. 
nouncer at KNX to become Moore's 
production aide. 





Bishop and Gargoyle’ Is 
Favorably Regarded As 
Possible Summer Filler 





Lord & Thomas, agency on the 
Pepsodent account, is considering 
recommending to the account the’ 
use of ‘The Bishop and the Gar- 
goyle’ as a summer replacement for 


Bob Hope on the NBC-red Tuesday 
nights. The comedy mystery serial 
is currently on sustaining over the 
NBC-blue Sunday evenings oppo- 
site Charlie McCarthy and Helen 
Hayes. 

If the sale doesn’t take place NBC 
may take it out of its present spot 
anyway because it will be soon pre- 
ceding another whodunit, ‘Inner 
Sanctum Mysteries,’ which is backed 
by Carter’s Little Liver Pills. 





0. L. TAYLOR WITHDRAWS 


Storm Signal Against Multiple 
Ownership Is Flashed by FCC 








Washington, March 18. 

Often displayed Federal Communi- 
cations Commission bias against 
owners of several stations resulted 
in sudden make-over of corporate 
structure behind new Harlingen 
(Tex.) outlet recently authorized. 
Outlet will be a 250-watter, occu- 
pying space on 1240 kc. 

Originally O. L. (Ted) Taylor, who 
has a finger in four other radio pies, 
was to be chief stockholder in the 
new Harlingen Broadcasting Co. In 
response to storm signals from 
Washington, he backed down and 
the Tichenor family (which held the 
other 50% of the stock at the out- 
set) acquired majority interest. 
Rather than jeopardize the chance 
of getting a Federal ticket, Taylor 
cooperated in the shift of control. 





Over 50 U. S. Stations Have 50,000 
Watts; Six In New York City 





Recent granting of 50,000 watts 
power to WINS and WHN in New 
York City not only raised to six the 
number of maximum powered 
broadcasters in New York but 
served to dramatize to the Manhat- 
tan advertising fraternity the swell- 
ing company of high powered sta- 
tions in the country as a whole. 
Some six construction permits are 
now outstanding, and plus antici- 
pated CP’s yet to be issued by the 
FCC there will be in excess of 50 
stations with 50,000 watts. Chicago 
is second to New York with five. 
Philadelphia, Cincinnati, Los An- 
geles, Dallas each have two 50 kw. 
outfits. 


This is the current roster in the 
big juice group: 





In Operation 





KFI, Los Angeles 
KNX, Los Angeles 
KPO, San Francisco 
WTIC, Hartford 
WJSV, Washington 
WSB, Atlanta 
KOA, Denver 
WBB\M, Chicago 
WENR, Chicago 
WGN, Chicago 
WLS, Chicago 
WMAQ, Chicago 
WHO, Des Moines 
WHAS, Louisville 
WWL, New Orleans 


WBZ, Boston 

WIR, Detroit 

WCCO, Minneapolis 
KSTP, St. Paul 
KMOX, St. Louis 
WAEC, New York City 
WEAF, New York City 
WJZ, New York City 
WOR, New York City 
WHAM, Rochester,-N. Y. 
WGY, Schenectady 
WBT, Charlotte, N. C. 
WCKY, Cincinnati 
WLW, Cincinnati 
WTAM, Cleveland 
KYW, Philadelphia 
WCAU, Philadelphia 
KDKA, Pittsburgh 
WSM, Nashville 
KRLD, Dallas 

WFAA, Dallas 

WBAP, Fort Worth 
WOAI, San Antonio 
KIRO, Seattle 

KSL, Salt Lake City 
WRVA, Richmond, Va. 





Construction Permits 


WBAL, Baltimore 

KOB, Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
WKBW, Buffalo 

WINS, New York City 
WHN, New York City 
WPTF, Raleigh, N. C. 








Expected 














KWKH, Shreveport, La. 


WLAW, Lawrence, Mass, 
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Partial Alib: for Gab 





Editor, Variery: 


New York. 


We would like to add a little more ‘gab’ to clarify a story that ran 
in Variety March 12 on page 27, under the head, ‘Mutual Loaded With 


Talk.’ 


First of all we admit that there might be an over-abundance of 
verbiage on our network, but statistics and black ink point to two sig- 
nificant things: (1) Able newscasters (who are responsible for a great 


deal of the MBS talk) have the listeners. 


sell merchandise. 


(2) Sponsors believe they 


For instance, Raymond Gram Swing is sponsored on 77 stations by 


White Owl Cigars twice weekly. 


Wythe Williams has 99 stations for 


American Safety Razor Co. and that company just renewed the portly 


prognosticator for another 13 weeks. 


Boake Carter has just started a 


series on Mutual for Piel’s Beer, and ‘Confidentially Yours’ sells Rich- 


field Oil. 
tive basis. 
han’s and Kreml. 


tics will confirm. 


Fulton Lewis, Jr., has 23 different sponsors on a coopera- 

Gabriel Heatter talks (and effectively) for Liberty, For- 
There are other all-talk shows, too numerous to 
list, that are pretty well liked, covering a variety of subjects, 


Statis- 


However VanrikTy’s point is well taken and we are now taking steps 
to remedy this situation so that a better balance might be worked out 


on our schedules. 
devoted to popular music. 


We pian to set a nightime strip across the board 
If will probably be utilized by some of the 


country’s major name dance bands. 
Your story erred in ascribing Jay Sims, Mark Hawley, Alois Havrilla, 
Frank Singiser, Cy Caldwell, Johannes Steele, Frazier Hunt, Stan 


Lomax, Uncle Don to Mutual. 
WOR only. 


All these people are heard locally on 


Lester Gottlieb. 
Mutual Broadcasting System. 











British Censor Had to Read Scripts 





— 


For American Daytime Serial 


ys 


Little Jack Benny 


Hollyood, March 18. 

It will be ‘little Jack Benny’ 

when he guests with Alka- 

Seltzer ‘Quiz Kids’ here April 16. 
They’ll repay the visit later. 


WDEL, Wilmington, Under 
AFL Rules Labor Board; 
York, Lancaster, Exempt 











Washington, March 18. 

Mason-Dixon group of radio sta- 
tions was ordered last week by the 
National Labor Relations Board to 
recognize the Associated Broadcast 
Technicians—wing of the A. F. L. 
International Brotherhood of Electri- 
cal Workers—as the representative 
of engineers at WDEL, Wilmington, 
but Federal referees threw out the 
union’s claim to the privilege of bar- 
gaining for technicians at two other 
transmitters, WORK, York, and 
WGAL, Lanchester, and deferred 
final action concerning WILM, Wil- 
mington. 

Recommendations of the regional 
director were upheld, with the 


Board certifying results of election | 


that showed the Federation unit had 
a majority only at one of the three 
plants where balloting was held de- 
cisive. The union corratled both 
votes at WDEL, but only one out of 
three at both WGAL and WORK. 
The WILM election turned out two 
to one against the union but the fair- 
ness of the referendum was chal- 
lenged and the N.L.R.B. decided to 
sever this case. Decision has not 
been handed down yet regarding the 
second Wilmington plant. 





Constance Bennett Subs 





|neth G. Bartlett, 





For Absent Joan Blondell | 


Constance. Bennett replaces Joan 


Blondell for one performance only | 


on ‘I Want a Divorce’ program March 
21. Miss Blondell absented 
self for a single shot in order to ac- 
company Dick Powell on a quick 
visit to New York. 

Powell will appear with wife on “I 
Want a Divorce’ program April 4. 


DuPont Sticking Heat 


DuPont will keep its ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ on the NBC-red for another 
26 weeks after its present contract 
expires March 31. 

Program will on that date take 
over the Monday 7:30-8 p. m. slot. 











J. Barrymofe Makes Good 


Hollywood, March 18. 
John Barrymore has been ticketed 
by McKee & Albright to spend an- 
other 13 weeks with Rudy Vallee on 
the Sealtest program. 
Pay upping went with the renewal. 


her-= | 
| ative and reasonable basis,’ he 





Irna Phillips, serial scriptist, sails 
next Wednesday (26) from Jamaica, 
Britis; West Indies, after a two- 
month's vacation there, and her de- 
parture will mean no small reduc- 
tions in the chores of the local Brit- 
ish censor. She has been turning 
out her regular quota of scripts 
while on the island, but the delay 
caused by censor inspection has fre- 
quently resulted in much worry for 
John Taylor, script editor for the 
Pedlar & Ryan agency. 

Many of the continuities have ar- 
rived just under the wire. Average 
time for transit by airmail has been 
five days. 


PROF. RAPS 
‘BLUENOSES 


Syracuse, March 18. 
It isn’t the government or timid 
sponsors who are going to put radio 
censorship into effect, but the blue- 
nosed reformers among the radio 
listeners of the country, Prof. Ken- 








director of the 


Syracuse U ‘radio workshop, be- 


lieves, Addressing a group of engi- 
neers here last week, Bartlett said 
that a small section of the public, 
overzealous in its righteousness and 
more ready to write in complaints 
than satisfied listeners are to write 
letters of commendation, has too 
much jnfluence on, the type. of. pro- 
grams being offered. 

‘Audience regulation’ by this group 
is the gravest censorship threat radio 


has, according to Bartlett. ‘Govern- 
mental and industrial control has al- 
ways been on a wholesome, conserv- 


said. 
‘But complaints from listeners are 
too dften anything but reasonable. 
Often a perfectly harmless broadcast 
is followed by a flock of complaints 
that ‘such things ought not to be 
allowed on the air.’ Unless the pub- 
lic shows more discrimination in its 
complaints, there is danger radio will 
be hamstrung by a flock of Mrs. 
Grundys.’ 





Four Women in U. S. 


Licensed for Panel 


Kansas City, March 18. 

June Remaly, femme control op- 
erator, is now a member of the tech- 
nical staff of KITE, Kansas City. Re- 
cently switched from First Natienal 
Television & Radio Institute, an 
affiliated company. 

Miss Remaly is a licensed engineer, 
one of four in the country. 
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MUTUAL SIGHTS RAINBOW 





~ 


Radioites Serious About Acting 


Hollywood, March 18. 

An era of reformation is sweeping the raucous comedy set. That the 
belly-laugh lads want to get in on the uplift movement and do some- 
thing ‘lasting’ for the theatre or its ethereal offshoot, radio, seems to 
have stemmed with the thought of not being wholly identified with 
gags, puns, etc. 

Latest to fall in line is Kay Kyser, who wants to do some serious act- 
ing and wil] get his chance on Silver Theatre April 6. Ginny Simms, 
featured vocalist with his band, will be his femme vis-a-vis. The old 
professor must have been inspired by the same urge that gripped Fred 
Allen, who for the first time goes ‘straight’ on Campbell Playhouse. 
Others with the same craving to do something more memorable than 
topping the other guy’s quip have been Jack Benny, Bob Hope, the 
Jordans (Fibber McGee and Molly) and Edgar Bergen, who is concert 
touring as a ‘voice diffusionist.’ 











‘Claudia Becomes An Industry 


Radio and Screen Rights Pay Off Handsomely on 
Top of Present Stage Royalties and Magazine Fees 











Young & Rubicam is tentatively | including the play and that con- 
set to use Rose Franken’s ‘Claudia’| tained in -all «the Claudia short | 
dramatic-comedy series as a summer | stories. Miss Franken and Meloney | 
replacement for the Kate Smith/ are to do the screen adaptation for | 
show Friday nights on CBS for Gen- | an additional $2,500 a week, with a 
eral Foods. It would bea 30-min-/| guarantee of seven weeks’ work. | 
ute stanza, with the remaining 25) Authoress is also figured to be get- 
minutes relinquished for the eight-/| ting around $1,000 a week in cape | 
week period the Kate Smith pro-| ties and director's fees from the legit 
gram is scheduled to lay off.|show. All that does not take into 
Franken series would get a break-in | consideration her book royalties or | 
as a 15-minute spot on the final four | prospective return from the road 
weeks of the Kate Smith show. | company currently being cast. 

Question of what .would be done/| Y. & R. figures that the ‘Claudia’ | 
with ‘Claudia’ when the Smith show | radio series is a likely prospect to 
returns to the air apparently is un-| repeat the click of ‘The Aldrich 
decided. But Y. & R. expects to| Family,’ its other family-type com- | 
continue the Franken program, mov- | edy-drama for General Foods. And, 
ing it to another spot and possibly | in a similar direction, the agency is 
using it for another General Foods | making a bid for the radio rights to 
product at that time. However, the ;|‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ the Owen 
first option period is timed to ex-| Davis-Frances and Richard Lock- 
pire just one week after the Smith | ridge mystery-comedy legiter at the 
series ends its eight-week layoff. It| Belasco, N. Y. ‘Aldrich Family’ 
will be the second straight year Miss | likewise stems from legit, also being 
Smith has taken a summer vacation, | by Clifford Goldsmith and using the 
but she is again expected to continue | same characters as ‘What a Life,’ a | 
her five-a-week noontime comment | comedy click two seasons ago. 
series. Agency has been after Goldsmith 

General Foods’ contract with Miss | to do a five-a-week serial in addi- 
Franken carries alternating 13-week | tion to his weekly ‘Aldrich’ show, 
and 39-week option periods, with the | but he has repeatedly nixed the idea 
13-week portion to cover the sum-}|on the ground that he already has 
mer intervals. 
terial in the ‘Claudia’ stage play /|In addition to the radio series, he | 
(currently at the Booth, N. Y.) and| also writes Paramount's screenplays 
the other short stories about the! based on the same characters and 
Claudia character. It also calls for! for the last couple of years he has 
the writing services of Miss Franken | been trying to find time to complete 
and/or her collaborator-husband | another stage play. 

William Brown Meloney. 

Contract provides for a starting 
price of $1,500 a week for both ma- Mutual Roster: 177 
terial and writing, with yearly in- 
creases of $500 until it reaches $3,000 
a week. Miss Franken will be billed| Two more stations are slated to 
as author, but may collaborate with | join the Mutual network, bringing 
Meloney, or merely supervise the | the number of affiliates to 177. Be- 
actual scripting by him or some ginning March 24, KWLM, Willmar, 
other writers she may subsequently | Minn., joins the hookup. It’s oper- | 
select. In the latter case she would | ated by Lakeland Broadcasting Co., 
have to pay the ghosting cost. at 1310 ke. and 100 watts full time. 

$187,000 for Pic Rights New station, WALB, Albany, Ga., 

Screen rights to ‘Claudia’ have | will be part of the network when it 
been sold to David O. Selznick, but | begins operation, probably March 
the picture version may not be re-| 29. It’s owned by the Albany Her- 
leased until the summer of 1942.| ald and will operate at 1530 ke., 
Price for | the _material was $187, 000, | 1,000 watts unlimited | hours. 





Yandell Moves to NBC Blue: | 


Royal. Absorbs DX Sales Direction 


aes Unloads 600 Shares 


{ 
| 
Washington, March 18. | 
| 





Lunsford F. Yandell has been 
taken out of the commercial sales 
end of NBC’s international broad- 
casting division to handle some spe- 
cial assignments for Edgar Kobak, 
v.p. in charge of blue network sales. 
John R. Royal will absorb Yandell’s Class A Common stock of Colum- 
former sales directorship as part Of | bia Broadcasting System, Inc., by 
his vice-presidency of NBC’s short- | Isaac D. Levy, Philadelphia director, 
wave activities, was the only radio transaction listed 

Yandell will first specialize in | for January by the Security & Ex- 
selling the Pacific Coast blue but | Change Commission. 
from his present New York base. In its monthly summary of stock 
Later on he will make a study of al] | transactions, released today (18), the | 
phases of the blue network’s picture SEC recorded the turning over of 
and map out possibilities of develop- | the 600 shares of stock as a ‘gift to 
ment. Yandel! will not have any | family.’ Philadelphia retained 60,- 
title on this job. His old title was , 146 shares of the same type papers 
director of international commercial | and 22,819 shares of $2.50 par Class 
broadcasting. | B common stock at the month’s end. 





Disposal of 600 shares of $2.50 par | 





| WFBR, Baltimore, and WCAE, Pitts- | special se 
|burgh, are going to Mutual partly 
, out of peevishness at NBC. 

lis dated Oct. 1, 1941, 


/occur. In the meantime Florida is 


| having Mutual outlets and this prob- 


| before. 
lfirst Young & Rubicam 
(Keglined, 77 stations, starting April 


Deal covers the ma-/as much writing as he can handle. |: 


| 50,000 watts. 


| the blue shares WSYR with red 


| April 15 when it goes 
|} erates on 5,000 watts day and 1,000 


| has 1,000 watts on 560 kc. 


| 5,000 watts on 1350 kc. 


'ke. CKLW has 5,000 watts. Blue 
|has WXYZ in Detroit with 1,000 
| watts and 





ey nuTL OOK IK Radia Changes But Some Sponsors 


To ocVEN YEARS 


Strengthened in Baltimore 


and Pittsburgh and Other ‘ 
Areas and Thinks lis Com- TAP JACK THOMPSON | 


. . . . . | 
petitive Position Against meCann-Erickson Time Buyer Los- 
Blue Will Be Good After ing His Aide to U. S. 
Oct. 1 Next aa 


| Jack Thompson, assistant to Bob 
| Tannerhill, time buyer for the Mc- 
| Cann-Erickson agency, is slated for 
}an early entry in a training camp. 

Tannerhill will pick another aide 
within the next two weeks. 











THE RED HELPS 


After nearly seven years of exist- | 
ence the Mutual network is begin- 


ning to see a rainbow on the horizon. 
Its optimistic outlook is prorens | 


on the idea that a network is as | 
strong as its units. And Mutual tone 
improved its position in quite a 
number of previously weak areas. 
This is due to many factors includ- 
ing the patient creation of contacts 
by the always-traveling, always- 
dickering Fred Weber, Mutual’s gen- 
;}eral manager. But Mutual is also 


inclined to credit NBC’s various steps 
to make the Red stronger (against 


Columbia) by drawing away from| The National Council of Catholic 
the Blue. Not a few of the new and | Men, the group which produces the | 
stronger lines in Mutual, |Catholic Hour on NBC, has made a 
ries of 15-minute transcrip- 
tions for Easter Week under the title 
‘The Living God.’ William Gargan, 
| Jane Wyatt, Cornelius Keefe, John 
Sheehan, Una O’Connor, Pedro de 
Cordoba, J. Carrol Naish are the 
leading actors. Recordings were 
made in Hollywood under direction 
of Martin H. Work, of Loyola Uni- 
| versity, Los Angeles. 
Discs carry, a five-chapter story 


; adapted from the French of Cita and 
Mutual, which gave its full staff a Suzanne Malard by Frederick Havi- 


o7. > 
10% salary boost recently, now has | tand, and culminate in a sixth ett. 
over 50 employees and grossed $4,-|. , ’*. s . * 
heal : é | wherein Monsignor Fulton Sheen de- 
767,054 in times sales during 1940, a/,. a4 
as livers an Easter sermon. 
hop upward of 43% over the year | : : 
tee :,.| Some 120 radio stations have al- 
The recent acquisition of its | ; 
enous ready booked the series through the 
council’s Washington offices. Discs 
rent for $3 each, with local Catholic 
organizations sponsoring. 











| 
notably 


Mutual’s horizon 
at which time 
several of the important changes will 


The rainbow on 


the only state in the republic not 


lem is on Weber’s memoranda pad | 
for appropriate action. 


7) has also made the Mutualites feel 
nice, 


Programs, Too ‘King of Kings’ Reissue 


° ‘ ‘ P -r spices “e . - 
Various program-improving proj- an tae ee ‘Kine al 
ects are under way or projected but ings’ is t » hooked f Rae 
eo : dee | Kings’ is being booked for morning 
essentially the promise of better days exhibitions in 40 cities during Holy 
ahead repeses in the strengthening of Week. This is the 10th consecutive 
affiliations in principle advertising year that the management commit- 
centres, Here are the spots where tee, headed by Dr. Ralph W. Sock- 
improvements in Mutual’s position! man of Christ Church, Methodist, 
have taken place or will: | and Dr. Joseph R. Sizoo, of St. Nich- 
Pittsburgh: WCAE goes complete | olas Collegiate Church, both of New 
MBS OQct. 1. It has 5,000 watts on | | York, has arranged for showings. 
1220 kc. Blue will have KQV. Prospectus encourages local com- 
Baltimore: WFBR, former red out- | mittees to arrange for exhibitions in 
let goes MBS Oct. 1 with the blue! hours that do not interfere with 
to WCBM, 350 watter. WFBR has | regular theatre screenings. 
5,000 day, 1,000 night and expects| New prints of the film, which was 
5,000 full time by March 29. Red | one of the last big productions of the 
web goes off WFBR to WBAL, now | Pre-sound days, are available 
through the committee headquar- 
Syracuse: Brand new Syracuse | ters, 243 Riverside drive, N. Y. 
station WAGE, 1,000 watts, 620 kc., 
joins MBS this month. In this city 


Hartford.—Bruce Kern, staff an- 
nouncer at WTIC, off to Fort Devens, } 
joins MBS Mass. 
full time. Op- | 





Indianapolis: WIBC 


watts night on 1070 kc. The blue is/ 


tied up in Indianapolis with a new 
station, WISH, due in abo six | 
months. 

Buffalo: Mutual gets WGR with 


on 550 ke. lLounsberry’s other sta- 
| tion WKBW gets 50 000 and “CBS. 

lue has 250 watt WEBR. 

Philadelphia: WIP, 5,000 watts on 
610, joined MBS March 1 giving Mu- 
tual first full time break in Quaker | 
City. Blue remains on WFIL which | 


5,000 watts day and 1,000 watts night | 
| 








Bill Card Joins WMCA 


William L. Card, who was in 
charge of radio programs emanating 
from the New York World’s Fai: 
all to itself last summer, joined WMCA, N. Y., 
since the blue shifted to KXOK, Monday (16). He’s to be in charge 
5,000 watts on 630 kc. of program production at the outlet 

Detroit: CKLW, Mutual’s Canadian replacing Charles Kapps, who shifted 
amplifier will operate on 800 clear to WOV, N. Y. 
channel ke. March 29 instead of 1030 Lillian Corsover is another addi- 
tion to WMCA. She's in the pub- | 
jlicity department working on wo- 
men’s programs. 





St. Louis: Mutual now has KWK. 


1240 ke. (5,000 day). 
(WXYZ was one of the four original 
MBS stations. Others were WOR, | 
WGN and WLW.) 
Nashville: WSIX, MBS station got | 


(Continued on page 37) 





Robert C. Thompsoén, manager of 
, WEBR, Buffalo, off to Florida for 
. ‘at inual suntan, 


| work for Republic Pictures 


Still Have the ‘Angel’ Complex: 
Talent Good-Natured on Intrusions 


Agency men are still heard mut- 
tering about clients who insist upon 


| playing around with their programs. 
| Radio, 
; mark, may have grown up, but for 


these agency men often re- 


many of the clients with network 
programs it’s yet a case of retarded 
development. No small percentage 
of them continue to strut around as 
angels smitten with show business 
and insist on taking over when it 
comes to picking talent. Only differ- 
ence between now and the early days 
of commercial radio is that the per- 
ormers themselves are more tolerant 
and react to the client’s intrusion 
with good-natured kidding. 

Clients still like to hear lots of au- 
ditions. An agency executive would 
prefer to select two or three vocal- 
ists, for instance, for a hearing, but 
the client won’t have it that way. 
He wants to listen to lots of appli- 
cants for the spot. He also stil] hauls 
in his family and in-laws for their 
individual opinions. He may be over- 
whelmed with business appointments, 
but he will still find time to sit be- 
fore a loudspeaker while auditioning 
performers parade before a mike at 
the other end. 

Lots of clients still submit the 
songs they would prefer to hear, and 
program producers point out that if 
the ASCAP-radio war has benefitted 
anybody it’s been them. They have 
been able to turn down these ‘com- 
mand requests’ almost consistently. 
With few exceptions the client’s 
wishes could be found only in the 
ASCAP repertoire. 

As for comedy scripts, the client’s 
habit for suggesting is as strong as 
ever, but the comedian has become 
such a potent household personality 
in his own right that he can now 
afford to elbow the client off with an 
indulgent laugh. Some of the sug- 
gestions that come from clients on 
the topic of comedy still cause 
amazement with agency men, The 
latter must frequently take time out 
to explain why a particular word 
or phrase had to be used in a gag to 
make it laughable and why the 
client’s idea wouldn't do as well. 
Also why mention of another prod- 
uct, and not the client’s, was neces- 
ary to — up a wisecrack. 


‘DANGER Is MY BIZ’ 
ON MBS FOR SPUD 


Spud cigarets (Axton-Fisher) has 
bought a hookup of 79 stations on 
Mutual for a twice-weekly install- 
ment of ‘Danger Is My Business.’ It 
will be the Monday and Wednesday 
10:15-10:30 p. m. spots, starting 








| June 2 


Series was bought from the Ed 
Wolfe office. 


Wrigley Proposes Daily Quarter Hour 
But Autry's Locations May Nix It 


P. K. Wrigley has a new radio set- 
up for Gene Autry, but the idea has 


| yet to receive the latter’s approval 


Instead of holding down his present 
Sunday 
gum magnate would like Autry to 


evening spot on CBS, the 


take over a late afternoon quarter- 
hour period on the same network 
five days a week, Monday through 
Friday. 

Main barrier to this arrangement 
is Autry’s film commitments. In his 
Autry 


; spends a great deal of time on loca- 


| tion and there's the question of not 


; only getting to the studio -for the 


broadcasts conveniently but time for 


. 
rehearsals 
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Fred Fear & Co. (Easter Egg Dyes) 
Begins Annual Campaign on WOR 








New York stations rounded up a 
diversity of accounts during the past 
week, with candy concerns promi- 
nent among the buyers. Fred Fear 
& Co. signed for particpations in the 
‘Uncle Don’ program on WOR to 
plug Easter egg dyes. 


WHN: C. Houston Goudiss, re- 
newal, ‘Consumers Club of the Air,’ 
three times weekly, 52-week con- 
tract: Mason, Au & Magenheimer 
Confectionery Mfg. Co. (Mason Mints 
and Black Crows), through Applied 
Merchandising, daily participating 


| 
Add: Odd Commercials | 


Middletown, O., March 18. 

The Strand, unit of the local 
Northio chain, uses time one 
night a week on station WING, 
Dayton, to broadcast appeals for 
discarded 1940 auto tags, which 
are to be left at the theatre. 

The city officials intend to 
have the tags melted, and sell 
the salvaged metal, applying the 
proceeds to cost of new two-way 
radio receivers for the local 





DETROIT FALTERS 


All Units Drop Back—Garfield Tea 
on WJBK 








Detroit, March 18. 

Business in the six Detroit stations 
was spotty with the inevitable skid 
setting in after weeks of sizable 
gains. Worst slide here came in 
local business, whigh fell off close to 
5% with four of the stations taking 
the drop while two marked up fair 
gains. Total units took a drop of 
better than 2% with the network 
stuff marking time. National spot, 
too, just about stood still in the big- | 


ger studios, with the smaller ones | 





providing contrasts of ups and 
downs. 
WJBK: Garfield Tea Company 


(proprietary remedies), three week- 
ly announcements, 13 weeks, on 
morning Polish Hour, through Jas- 











announcements, 52-week contract; | 
Gordon Baking Co., through Barton 
A. Stebbins, ‘Silver Cup Roman Meal 
Review.’ daily five-minute period, 13- 
week contract; Fairmont Creamery 
Co.. through Joshua S. Epstein Co., 
station-break announcements, 13- 
week contract; Federal Accident In- 
surance Co., through Huber Hoge & 
Sons, participation in the Bob Byron 
and Bruce Wendell programs and 
sponsorship of United Press News 


periods, 13-week contract; Erick 
Pusinelli, through Forjoe & Ce. spot 
announcements, advertising of in- 


come tax information; Roxy Theatre 
(That Night in Rio’), through Kay- 
ton-Spiero, spot announcements; 
Empire Vitamin, through Roberts 
and Reimers, Inc., spot announce- 
ments; The Call (newspaper), 
through Adrian Bauer, talks by Nor- 
man Thomas, weekly quarter-hour 
program, 13-week contract. 

WMCA: Monarch Wine Co., re- 
newal, ‘Dance’ Parade,’ two-hour 
weekly program, 52-week contract; 
Sanitation Workers Organizing Com- 
mittee, direct, three broadcasts. 


WNEW: Nehi Corp. 








police cars. per, Lynch & Fishel, Inc. - 
— Comparative Unit Count | 

ty 
NEHI CORP. SPONSORS March 15 March 8 change 
Network .. 9,778 9,781 *%... 
MIN, SPOTS OBS eee "tes “ae Mee 
Total ...... 26,840 27,502 —2.4% 


Salt Lake City, March 18. 
Biz picked up speed last week 


with network units the only lagger. 
Local rolled up a total of 6.5%; na- 
tional spot, 7.7%. 


Walter Wagstaff, commercial man- 


ager of KDYL, off on three-week 
semi-annual selling trip covering 
agency offices in Kansas City, St. 
Louis, Omaha, Minneapolis, Chicago, 
Detroit and New York. 


KDYL: Cudahy Packing Co., 
through Erwin, Wasey, 20 chain 
breaks; Beech-Nut Packing Corp., 
through Newell-Emmett, 11 chain 
breaks; Rit Products Co., through 
Earl Ludgin Co., 150 spot announce- 
ments; Nally’s, Inc., through Milne 
& Co. 52 announcements Spring 


Cleanup Brigade, 18 quarter-hour 
(Royal Crown | participating programs; Bon Marche, 


Cola), through BBD&O, five-minute | 13 quarter-hour programs. 


periods, five times weekly, and 18 
half-minute announcements weekly, 
26-week contract; Bruno-New York 
and . Krich-Radisco (Bendix Home 
Laundry), through Young & Rubi- | 
cam. 101 announcements; Commerce 
Insurance Agency of New York (Co- 
lumbia Protective Ass’n.), 10-min- 
ute periods, 19 times weekly, and 
quarter-hour periods, six 
weekly, 13-week contract; 
Co. (Charms Pops), through Scheck 
Advertising Agency, 10-minute pe- 
- riod on ‘Music Hall,’ five times week- 
ly, 13-week contract; Mason, Au & 
Magenheimar Confectionery Mfg. 


} 


chandising, quarter-hour 
once weekly and two announcements 
weekly, 13-week contract; Gordon 
Baking Co. (Roman Meal Bread), 
through Barton A. Stebbins, ‘Silver- 
cup Roman Meal Review,’ five-min- 
ute program, five times weekly, 13- 
week contract 

WOR: Jacob Ruppert Brewery, 
through Ruthrauff & Ryan, renewal, 
‘Stan Lomax Sports Talks,’ quarter- 
hour program, three times weekly, 
52-week contract; Pabst Sales Co., 
through Lord & Thomas, ‘Pabst Sales 
Meeting of the Air,’ half-hour pro- 
gram, one time only; Kellogg Co., 
through Kenyon & Eckhardt, sta- 
tion-break announcements, twice 
daily, 13-week contract; Salz Broth- 
ers, Inc. (fountain pens), participa- 
tion in ‘Here’s Morgan,’ twice week- 
ly, extension of contract from 10 
to 52 weeks; Fred Fear & Co. (Chick 
Chick & Presto Easter Egg Dyes), 
through Menken Advertising, Inc,, 
participation in Uncle Don, daily ex- 
cept Sunday for one week. 


WQXR: Gulden Co. (mustard), 
through Charles W. Hoyt Co., re- 
newal, five-minute Associated Press 
news reports, daily for four weeks; 
New York Herald-Tribune, direct, 32 
spot announcements; Franklin Simon 
Co., Inc., 76 station breaks and half- 
minute announcements. 





FRISCO UNITS SLIDE 


Spurt Peters Out—All 
Lose Ground 





Categories 





San Francisco, March 18. 
The small boom felt here the pre- 





times 
Charms | 


| 


| 


KSL: Covey Investment Co., an- 











*No change. 
(Included; CKLW, 
ww, 


SPIELS FOR RIT 
DYES PLACED 
ON WOAI 


San Antonio, March 18. 
Biz continues at an even pace here 
with no outstanding change in any 
unit division. 
Mr. Snowden, of the Taylor-Howe- 
Snowden group, was a visitor here at 
the group’s outlet, KTSA. 


WJIBK, WJLB, WJR. 
WXYZ) 











nouncements, 52-week contract; Au- 
erbach Co., renewal, announcements, 


| §2-week contract; ZCMI Department 


Store, announcements; Nehi 
26-week contract. 

KUTA: Wasatch Chemical Co., 
through W. E. Featherstone Agency, 
52 spot announcements; Morris 
Rosen Furmbilt Clothiers, sponsor- 
ship of basketball game; Porter- 
Walton Nurseries, direct, 52 spots; 
Union Trust Co., through Francom 
Advertising Agency, 26 quarter-hour 
prograrns; Cook Tea and Coffee Co., 


: | 52 spots. 
Co. (candy), through Applied Mer- | P 


program | ! 





Comparative Unit Count 








% of 
March 15 March8 change 
| Network ... 7,992 8,112 —1.5% 
| Local ...... 2,480 2,328 +6.5% 
| Nat’l Spot.. 985 915 +17.1% 
| Total ...... 11,457 11,355 +0.9% 





vious week was shortlived, with all | 
units dipping under the mark last | 
week. 


| Comparative Unit Count 








(Included: KDYL, KSL, KUTA) 





Brondfield’s Programs 


Cleveland, March 18. 

Jerry Brondfield, assistant bureau 
manager of local INS is doing five- 
minute dinner hour spot under spon- 
sorship of the Horn Co, gasoline and 
auto supply dealer. 

Program is titled ‘Sport of the Day’ 
and aired Monday through Friday 
via WHK. 


Corp., | 
| through BBD&O, five-minute spots, 


J] 


KABC: Tankersly’s, spot announce- 
| ment prior to horse race over Mutual 
iweb: Mathews Beverage Co., for 
Spur, five one-minute announce- 
ments per day, six days a week; 
Studer Photo Co., 10 spots per day 
for a total of 3,650 announcements; 
A. C. Touduze Furniture Co., two an- 


nouncements a day, six days per 
week; Herpel-Gellespie Ford Co., 
five-minute remote, six days per 


week for one year. 

WOAI: Household Furniture Co., 
730 announcements during the pe- 
riod of one year, direct; J. F,. Kohl, 
Phoenix, Ariz., quarter-hour tran- 
| scribed program, 13 times; Rit Prod- 
ucts Corp., for All-Purpose Rit Dyes, 
through Earle Ludgin Corp., eight 
| one-minute announcements per week; 
| NBC network, ‘Betty Moore’ for 
| Benjamin Moore Paints, quarter- 
| hour each Saturday and ‘Backstage 
| Wife,” quarter-hour Monday through 
Friday, through Blackett-Sample- 
Hummert, on the NBC network. 








Comparative Unit Count | 





% of 

March15 March8 change 

Network ... 6,371 6452 —~—1.3% 
Local ...... 8,835 8,756 +0.9% 
Nat’! Spot.. 1,664 1,535 +8.4% 
Total ...... 16,870 16,743 +0.8% 
(Included: KABC, KMAC, KONO, 





KTSA, WOAI) 





San Francisco, March 18. 


A resolution suggesting that mem- 
ber stations be supplied with in- 
formation pertaining to national 
products which plan to advertise 
through dealer outlets on a coopera- 
tive 50-50 campaign was passed at a 
recent mieeting of the Sales Mana- 
gers Division of the 15th District of 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters. Both sales managers and 
salesmen attending the session in the 
Palace hotel here felt that they 
would be in a better position to in- 
fluence the retail outlets to use radio 
in preference to newspapers or bill- 
boards if such information could be 





'made available to them through the 
| Sales Managers Division of N.A.B. 
ie || The group feels that so far more 
% of | money has been allotted to the other 


March 15 March 8 change | media than to radio by nationally 


Network ... 11,103 11,226 
ELecal ...... 3,334 3,375 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,964 2,057 —4.5% 
Total . 16,401 16,658 —1.5% 


—1.1% | advertised products on retail dealer 
—1.2%% | set-ups. 


General manager Wilt Gunzen- 
dorfer of KSRO, Santa Rosa, Cal., 


(Included: KFRC, KGO, KJBS, KPO, recently reelected chairman for the 


KSFO) 


second year, presided at the meeting. 


Cooperative Dealer Campaigns Tips 
A Need, Think NAB. Should Supply 


Sign-On, Sign-Off Time For Sale 





Biow agency is making inquiries about periods on local stations 


which have heretofore had no commercial exploitation, 
The agency wants to know what the rates” 


on and sign-off moments, 


It’s the sign- 


would be for 25-word announcements at both ends of the day's 


schedule. 
Some stations have what they ca 


ll a Class D rate for the 6 to 7 am. 


and 12 midnight to 1 a.m. spans, but none has set a price for the sign- 


on spot. 


Biow has advised the objects of its inquiries that the rate 


would have to be on a package basis and price would be a major factor 


in any deal. 





— ~—_ ______, 








909, Sponsor Renewal 
Barometer F rom Fluctuation: KNX 





Keeps Biz 





ADOLPH HOFNER GROUP 
FOR RIPPLE TOBACCO 


San Antonio, March 18. 

Adolph Hofner group inaugurate a 
new series of broadcast today over 
station KTSA to be heard for a 
quarter hour each Tuesday, Thurs- 
day and Saturday. Series is for 
Ripple Tobacco (P. Lorillard) and 
was set through Lennen & Mitchell. 

Series will be transcribed and 
given delayed rebroadcast each Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday on sta- 
tion KRGV, Weslaco, 








SyPacuse, March 18. 
Nearly six weeks before his con- 
tract was to expire, Vadeboncoeur, 
WSYR news director, was signed to 
another 13 weeks contract with P. 
Lorillard Sensation ciggies. Len- 
nen & Mitchell handled deal. 


Beechies Blurbs 
Renewed on KITE 


Kansas City, March 18. 

Station KCKN is planning a break 
in the silence of the night on Sat- 
urdays with a midnight-to-dawn 
broadcast of dance music. With a 
prospective sponsor in sight station 
went on last week as an experiment 
and will determine from survey 
taken at the time as to this opera- 
tion, Of the six stations here none 
are operating after midnight nor 
has any for past few years. 

Local sponsorship perked for the 
week and volume is considerably in- 
creased in this department, with na- 
tional spot also showing a gain. 

KITE: Miller Cereal Mills, through 





housewives are phoned and dollar is 
presented to each having a Miller 
box top in the house: Beech-Nut 
| Beeches also placed their third re- 
newal of schedule of thirteen weeks 
of announcements, 

KCKN: Pepsi-Cola began March 


and Plumbing Supply Co., signed for 
a sked of announcements: Dr. Guy 


collegiate basketball tournament 
from the municipal auditorium. 


WHK’s Big News Sale 


Cleveland, March 18. 

















7 


DES MOINES PUNCHY 


Local Up 11.6%—Ford Motors on 
KSO, KRNT 








Des Moines, March 18. 


All unit figures made strides here, 
local biz climbing to a neat 11.6 per- 
cent. That latter figure was upped 
by the girls’ basketball tournament 
carried by KSO, while Coca-Cola 
commitments added to the national 
spot total. Ford Métors signed for 
blurbs on both KSO and KRNT. 


Comparative Unit Count | 


% of 
March 15 March 8 change 











Network ... 8,065 8,028 + 0.5% 
|Lecal ...... 3,221 2,887 +11.6% 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,988 2,854 + 4.7% 
Total ...... 14,274 13,769 + 3.7% 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 





8. A. Levyne agency of Baltimore 
|is placing Cat’s Paw Rubber an- 
nouncements, 


Big news sale at WHK is estimated 
| to be worth $26,000 to station. Rich- 
| man Bros., men’s clothiers, sponsor 
| Station’s new A.P. service, recently 
installed, and contract calls for 10- 
minute early evening spot Monday 
through Friday. 

R. W. (Bud) Richmond, WHK 
program director, is commentator for 
series, 

Placed through local office of Mc- 
Cann-Erickson. 





Buy N’hville Local Shows 


Nashville, March 18. 

Bush & Barrick, jewelry dealers, 
purchased WLAC’s ‘Man on the 
Street’ beginning April 1. Program 
will be 15-minute broadcast six days 
a week with Herman Grizzard serv- 
ing as interviewer. ; 

Clarke Hardware purchased two 
15-minute spots each week. Show 
| called ‘Rhythm Round-Up’ 

Two WSIX’s local live talent shows 
were sold to Sears-Roebuck Co. and 
Mayfair Furniture Company. May- 
fair purchased ‘Country Store’ hill- 
billy hour for Saturday afternoons, 
and Sears-Roebuck is airing Pete 
Powell six days a week with hill- 
billy music for early morning 
listeners, 





ve 


Allen & Reynolds, quarter-hour, five | 
| times weekly for thirteen weeks, | 
‘Miller’s Money’ program in which | 


15 with six months’ schedule of five- | 
minute daily shots; Standard Pipe | 


Fenton sponsored an hour and a half | 
of the finals of the national inter- | 


Los Angeles, March 18. 

All fronts reported an upturn last 
week, meagre though it might be. In 
checking over the year’s business, 
KNX came up with what it believes 
to be the reason behind the stag- 
nancy in local and national spot 
trade. Of 58 accounts using the sta- 
tion locally, 55, or 90%, are on a 
renewal basis. Therefore, reasoned 
statisticians, new availabilities are 
not opening up because local adver- 
tisers are holding on to what they've 
got, month in and month out. 

Change in agencies on the Gilmore 
oil account was noted when a sched- 
ule of transcriptions came through 
for KNX from H. W. Kastor. For 
a long time this biz was handled by 
Botsford, Constantine & Gardner. 

KNX: Central Chevrolet, 39 par- 
ticipations in newscast, through Sto- 
del agency; Gilmore Oil, 52 trane- 
scribed~announcements, through H, 
W. Castor; Del Monte Coffee, 24 par- 
ticipations in Fletcher Wiley come 
bination; Mobilgas, 30 time signals, 
through Smith & Drum; Union Pae 
cific Railroad, 52 announcements, 
| through Caples Co.; United States 
| Lines, six participations in newscast 
and four time signals, through J. 
Walter Thompson. 

KHJ: Axton-Fisher Tobacco Corp., 
|52 quarter-hour programs, through 
McCann-Erickson; Barbasol, 52 quar- 
| ter-hour programs, through Erwin, 
| Wasey; Pontiac Dealers, 20 quarter- 
|} hour programs, through Campbell- 
| Ewald; Seiberling Rubber, 24 quar- 
| ter-hour periods, through Meldrum 
|& Fewsmith; Waltham Fountain 
| Pens, three five-minute, two quarter- 
hour programs, through United Adv.; 
| Bank of America, 30 spots, through 
| Charles Stuart; Safeway Stores, 24 
| announcements, through J. Walter 
| Thompson; Helms Bakeries, 156 par- 
| ticipations in Norma Young’s ‘Happy 





| Homes,’ through Martin Allen. 

KFI: Chemicals, Inc. (Vano), 20 
participations in Agnes White and 
‘Mirandy’s Garden Patch,’ through 
| Botsford, Constantine & Gardner; 
|Gilmere Oil, 30 one-minute tran- 
scriptions, through H. W. Kastor; 
Bullocks Department Store, 14 an- 
nouncements, through Dana Jones; 
| Union Pacific Railroad, 52 announce- 
ments, through Caples Co.; Quaker 
Rugs, 156 quarter-hour broadcasts of 
| ‘Heart of Julia Blake,’ through Bat- 
ten, Barton, Durstine & Osborn: Tal- 
bot Insecticides, 39 participations in 
‘Mirandy’s Garden Patch,’ through J. 
' Russell Miller; Flamingo Nail Pol- 
ish, 156 announcements, through 
Milton Weinbexg. 

KECA: Knudsen Creamery, 26 
quarter-hour broadcasts of ‘Twilight 
Tales, through Heintz-Pickering; 
U.S. Playing Card, 78 one-minute 
transcriptions, through J. Walter 
| Thompson; Safeway Stores, 36 ones 
|minute transcriptions, through J. 
| Walter Thompson; Sweetheart Soap, 
39 quarter-hour newscasts, through 
| Franklin Bruck. 


Comparative Unit Count | 











% of 

March 15 March8 change 

; Network .. 13,284 13,217 + 0.5% 
Local ...... 8,903 8,820 + 0.9% 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,412 1,276 +-10.7% 
| ee 23,599 23,313 -++ 12% 
(Included: KECA, KFI, KFWB, KHJ, 

KNX) 





SEATTLE SPOT BOOMS 


National Spot Up 33%—Web Trims 
Total 








Seattle, March 18. 

National Spot made a spectacular 
dash here last week to chalk up a 
gain of 33%. Network losses, how- 
ever, kept the total figure in the red. 
Comparative Unit Count a 
i % % of 
March 15 March8 change 














Network 6,087 6,502 — 6.4% 
Local ...... 11,034 10,935 + 0.9% 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,060 795 +33.3% 
| 18,181 18,232 — 0.3% 


— 


(included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC) 
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VARIETY 
RADIO INDEX 


NOW AND A 
YEAR AGO 


(Each weck Variety publishes reports of radio time placements 


in leading markets. 


These markets are selected from the standpoint 


of : (1) importance ; (2) existence of normal competition; (3) avail- 
ability and reliability of data. A unit system is foliowed in com- 
puting network, local and national spot radio advertising activity. 


The totals are for markets, not for individual stations. 


The units 


correspond to the clock, the measurement fundamental of radio. 


That ts to say, 
half hour ts O units. 


an hour’s sponsored program counts as 60 units. A 
Each spot announcement counts as one unit.) 
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Hinds Starts April 11 


Hinds Honey and Almond Cream 
starts a spot announcement campaign 
April 11 through the William Esty 
agency. It will run for 11 weeks and 
a day. 

Schedule call for an average of 
five announcements a week. 








10 Year Accounts 
Spokane, March 18. 
Completing its tenth consecutive 
year of radio advertising exclusively 
on KFPY, Cohn Bros. Furniture 
has renewed for another year. 
Standard Optical Co. another 


KFPY advertiser since 1931, has also 
renewed. 





7_ 


—— SC __ 








(MCCLATCHY GROUP 
PROTEST IN N.Y. 


Free Sample for Deka on 
‘Young Widder Brown’ 
Serial Brings Issue Up—| 








Crowded Washington An Ideal Ad 
Setup for Building and Rental Staff 





WCAE’s Kroger Tieups 


Pittsburgh, March 18. 








Hearst station WCAE, expanding | 


+. 


| the nation’s capital, 


Announcement Asked Pa-) its merchandising service, now has | 
cific Listeners (of Other permanent displays in 100 Kroger 


Stations) to Address Frisco) 
Outlet 


—_—_—_—_ 


CALLED UNFAIR 


NBC in New York last week re- | 


ceived protests from affiliates on the 
westcoast about the practice of KPO, 


San Francisco, plugging over the Pa- 
cific red regional for mail to be ad- 
dressed to itself. The affiliated out- 
lets on this network charged that 
the device, apparently originated by 
Al Nelson, was not only unfair and 
detrimental to the affiliates’ own in- 
terests but confusing to listeners. 

What brought the practice to a 
head as far as the westcoast affiliates 
were concerned was the offer of a 
free sample of Deka, an anti-acid, on 
the ‘Young Widder Brown’ serial. 
The announcements asked the lis- 
teners on the Coast red hookup to 
send their names and addresses to 
‘Y. W. Brown, care of KPO, San 
Francisco.’ Throughout the serial’s 
broadcasts last week, it is charged, 
appeals were also frequently made 
to ‘send to THIS station, KPO, San 
Francisco.’ 


| Grocery stores in Pittsburgh district. 
Displays are three feet high, 26 
inches wide and have room for two 
8 by 10 photographs and five prod- 
ucts. 

Products and photographs are 
changed weekly, giving WCAE 
clients a full week of visual adver- 
tising at the point of sale. 





and have been on exhibition now for 
two weeks, 





which has KMJ, Fresno, on the 
‘Widder Brown’ hookup. Howard 
Lane, McClatchy group’s business 
manager, wrote NBC that he wasn’t 
‘so sure but that these statements 
would ke in violation of the FCC 
rulings, because obviously any one 
hearing it over KMJ would not con- 
sider ‘this station’ KPO.’ 


‘It also, wrote Lane, 
ably to me that an offer of this kind 


pulling power of an individual sta- 
tion. 
used on this particular offer, KMJ 
woud certainly get no credit for any 
of the mail received. .I cannot be- | 
lieve that NBC would intentionally 
subordinate the interests of its af- 
filiated stations so completely to its 





Washington, March 18. 

Luscious field for radio commer- 
cialization has been discovered in 
with an esti-~ 

mated 200,000 new inhabitants flock- 
ing to Washington in search of 
houses and apartments. Last sum- 
mer, Washington building 
contractors took orders for 110 new 
houses, valued at $500,000, as 


alone, 


a Te- 


‘sult of ‘WJSV’s Home of the Week.’ 


Displays | 
are on the counters of Kroger stores | 
| the national defense program, 


‘seems prob- | 


Program ran for 13 weeks on Sun- 


days from 1:30 to 2 p.m. 
With hundreds of new residents 
arriving each day, to participate in 


Wash- 
ington real estate already has gone 
over the top. Houses sold last sum- 
mer have increased in value; new 
houses, or rented houses, are at a 
premium; apartments and even fur- 
nished rooms are as scarce as hen’s 
i} teeth, Columbia’s Washington 
| transmitter—-and other Washington 
| radio stations—are assured of a sure- 
fire business with local] real estate 
firms and contractors for the dura- 

| tion of the emergency. 


Idea of newspaper-radio ‘home-of- 


| the-month’ stuff—in which new con- 


is made to get some idea of mail | 


Under the setup that is being | 
| ton. 


| 


| sympathetic stations. 
owned and operated stations as to | foregone conclusion, after a snappy 


struction is widely advertised in the 
press and via the ether—has always 
been popular in crowded Washing- 
Listening-public and reading- 
public is easily lured to the model 
| homes which have been constructed 
by the town’s leeding newspapers, in 
conjunction with radio campaigns by 
Sales are a 


Among those that protested to | contenance extensive use of this type | pep-talk, with newspaper photos and 


NBC was the McClatchy group, 


of mail pull offer.’ 


| 


radio palaver to clinch the bargain, 














tisers grow strong and silent when queried 
about such matters as rising sales and 
increased distribution, refusing to wear 
the heart of their business on their sleeves. 

WJSV knows the answer, though. It’s 
in the books. There’s Continental Baking, 
for instance, who have renewed “The 
Magic Carpet” on WJSV for the third 
consecutive year, § quarter hours a week. 
There’s Bond Stores, now 
week, 6 quarter hours a week. There’s 
Cluett Peabody’s “Nancy Dixon” in its 


second year, 6 quarter hours a week. 


Like clients everywhere, WJSV adver- 


in its eightieth 


There are Loose Wiles (now beginning 
their third year, 6 quarter hours a week) 
and De Soto. Not to mention scores of 
other WJSV clients. 

These are the best success stories ever 
...Major campaigns that come back to 
W JSV year after year. And that’s WJSV’s 
comeback to people who ask how our 
clients are doing. 

WJSV knows why, too. Washington’s 
per-capita wealth (first in the nation) 
gives the WJSV market such depth that 
advertisers can plumb it again and again 


...and never strike bottom. 


WJ SV COLUMBIA’S STATION FOR THE NATION’S CAPITAL 


$0,000 WATTS 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented by Radio Sales: 
New York * Chicago * Detroit + St. Louis'* Charlotte + Los Angeles * San Francisco 
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National Spot Accounts Currently Active 


(According to Report from VARIETY’S ‘Radio Market Cities’ ) 


WARD BAKINC’S 
HEAVY SKEDS 

















ACCOUNT AGENCY TIME PURCHASES 
Awortean Cam CO. ..ccccccces Young & Rubicam......... 42 Hours 
Bunsen. GOIee. cas 6s 660000000 BO COO. 6 kknssdaeicodonr Announcements 
Armstrong Cork Co..... yc Seas 0000656066008%% ccceccem eur 
Blackstone Products (Asper- 

| rere ry eT Te er Tree Raymond Spector........--+4 Announcements 
Brown & Williamson Tobacco 

eer ee Eee Russel M. Seeds......... Baseball Comment 
Calif, Prune & Apricot Grow- 

| rr er errr Ltr y DCA ROY: ungs0s ve tass ckveceeteess 1, Hours 
Campbell Cereal (Malt-O- 

| A OTe OTT eee Tee Oe Os NN barca ecatovase Announcements 
Carter Prods. (Little Liver 

i nee ey. | eee eee ere Announcements 
Crowell-Collier Publishing... McCann-Erickson .....-..5.5.005- ly Hours 
Derby Food Co...............Stack-Goble ...........06. . Announcements 
Fels & Co. (Fels Naptha Soap)..S. E. Roberts...............- .Time Signals 
Fels & Co. (Fels Naptha Soap)..Paul Sayre........-.......-..Announcements 
Frank H. Fieer- (Double Bub- 

EI 5-6-5 p ie iw gcd: 6k N. W. Ayer.......+++.0+-+. Announcements 
ee Pere ee ree ee ee Be ee ee cw ase waskeoad 14 Hours 
General Foods (Grape Nuts, 

Grape Nuts Flakes).. Valine A RUDICOG 6 ccd cg cece se kon as 14 Hours 


GComeral WH. sccs cep esscee Knox Reeves Play-by-Play Baseball! 


Gordon Baking (Silvercup 


Roman Meal Bread)........ Barton A. Stebbins.................0°-MINS 
Peter Hand Brewery ...-..-Mitchell-Faust a ake iaie wa ake kaon )-Mins 
Hires Root Beer..... O'Dea, Sheldon & Canaday..Announcements 
EMVOP DOS, «6 ccc once cecveses Wm. Esty.............Play-by-Play Baseball | 
Bite GAUGES. occ ckccccccescsccsc ROURG Ge RUbICOM. . ic060 scr Announcements | 
P. Lorillard (Old Gold)...... J. Walter Thompson........Announcements, | 

Baseball 
Look Magazine.......... esac ANIMONG BOSCO... 2 6sccce od Announcements 


Macfadden Publications.......Ruthrauff & Ryan........... Announcements | 


four announcements weekly, through | 
Young & Rubicam; Fitzpatrick Bros., | 
feces announcements three times 


weekly, through Arthur Meyerhoff. 


| WENR: Swift & Co., continuing | 
' the tempo of the jump to radio by | 
the meat packers after a long lay- | 


| off, has ordered a series of 60 an- 
| nouncements in three weeks, through | 
| J. Walter Thompson. 
| —— : - 














Chicago, March 18. 
WGN: General Foods starts a day- | - 


time strip on discs for Post Toasties. % of 
Tagged ‘The Twig Is Bent,’ will take | March 15 March 8 change 


Com parative U nit Count 


Monday-through-Friday for 15 min- | Network ,. 9,945 9.945 Wess 
utes daily at 11:45 a.m., through Ben- | Local ...... 6,866 7.010 —2.1% 
ton & Bowles; Trimount Clothing | Nat'l Spot.. 11,555 11,456 +0.9% 
Co., 15 minutes three times weekly, | Total ...... 28,366 28,411 &0.2% | 


through Emil Mogul. 


WBBM: Life Savers has set a flock | 
of one-minute announcements on| 
wax, one each weekday, through | 
Young & Rubicam; Ruby Chevrolet | 
Co., 15 minutes once weekly, through 

| 
| 
| 





| 

* No change. 

(Included; WBBM, WENR, WGN, WIND, 
WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 





Auspitz & Lee, 

WMAQ: Ward Baking Co., one- | : 
minufé announcement each week-| _Kellogg’s Cornflakes may make a 
day, through Sherman K. Ellis; Ab-| Play for the rural markets this 
sorbene Co., one-minute announce- |SPring and summer via spot broad- | 
ment weekdays, through  Ross- | casting. 

Gould; Campbell Cereal Co., one-| Chicago office of the J. Walter 
minute announcement on weekdays, | Thompson agency is mapping out a 
through H. W. Kastor; Life Savers, | campaign along that line. 


Kellogg a Possibility 





| 


| City of Paris Dept. Store.....San Francisco.......44 Hours, Participations 


| 

| 
Monarch Coffee..............W. B. ROSS. ...scceseeeeereeees Participating | IN BALTO 
John Morrell (Red Heart Dog 





a” eee Peres Henri, Hurst & McDonald...Announcements 
Nestle’s Milk Products........ Leon Livingston..........-.-. Participations 
| Norge Refrigerators eee Wolfe Associates. ...coccccecd Announcements , 
Noxzema Chemical Co........ Ruthrauff & Ryam...........+-00e 42 Hours | Baltimore, March 18. 
| Nu-Enamel Corp...........-+: Wm. Blair Baggaley.......... Participations | Continued extra-heavy buying in 
Oakite (cleanser). ......2s.0¢: Calkins & Holden........0..+: Participations | local market by Ward Baking Co,, 


O-Cedar Corp...... Pare: = © Aaa ....-Announcements | featured last week's doings } 
Old English Floor Wax....... J. Walter Thompson.......... Participations | ; — nm 
Peter Paul (candy)... . Platt-Forbes..Announcements, 5-Min. News | Plugging cakes along with their 


oe } 
Penn Tebeceé Ce. ..... 2.0000. Ruthrauff & Ryan........% Hours, 10-Mins. | bread, Ward bought additional coy- 


Perfection Stove Co..........McCann-Erickson ...... .... Announcements | erage on WFBR, WBAL and WCAO 
Popular Science Publishing. ..Jos. Katz..........eesceeeeeed Announcements | ee om sy 
Reader’s Digest..... Bae ere ee ee Announcements Also active in current coverage is 


Studebaker Corp............. Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham...% Hours | Fleer’s Dubble Bubble Gum. 
Swift Packing (Jewel Shorten- | Anticipated realignment of net- 


xy - or N Y > S | 
ing) teen ee ees seeteseeeeeeed J . Walter Thompson....... -- Announcement: work outlets here was announced 
Union Pacific Railroad........ Caples C6... 60 Announcements, 5-Min. News ; 
Waltham Pen Co.............United Adv........ weceeee- 22 Tours, 5-Mins. this week to take effect in October, 
Ward Baking (Homelike Style NBC Red will be taken over by 
re rr rer err re Sherman K. Ellis........... Announcements | WBAL, which will soon be boosted 


ito 50900 watts and which now 
i'handles the Blue and part of the 
Mutual web. WFBR will take Mu- 
tual exclusively and WCBM, previ- 
ously sharing Mutual with WBAL, 
will serve as outlet for the Blue. 
WCAO stays with CBS, leaving 
TIME PURCHASES; WITH, town’s newest station, only 
FeSesseneeseedeseed Announcements | Unaffiliated set-up hereabouts. 

Yq Hour Mews | Plenty of activity all around, with 
lall stations chalking up gains and 
iall unit classifications getting a 





DEPARTMENT STORES BUYING RADIO 
TIME LAST WEEK 





STORE CITY 


Broadway Dept. Store....... Denver 


Broadway Dept. Store........Los Angeles....... 


| Upton Air Sieam Carpet Cleaning! retail advertising on radio and in 
ie Bubble G 

Dubbie Bubble Gum 

a | buck & Co., through E. O. Shaw, 38 sherman K. Ellis, 15 weekly chain 
hard the past week and closed sev-| nouncements; First Industrial Bank, | P@*¢r Corp., eareugh Meche, Wil- 
utes, 312 times in the year, and two . cies Os mkten leneiien. a week: General Foods (Post Toast- 
newscasts three and four times a| § 


bie ~ | healthy boost. Defense program ac- 
T D St ti through Robertson agency, two spots; | tivities located here are drawing 
wo enver a ons | Durkee Famous Foods, through C./thousands of mewcomers and _ in- 
Added to Drive For Wendel Muench, 24 announcements; | creased buying capacity, and current 
Co, 52 announcements; Walker)|newspapers is aimed at this new 

Remedy Co., through Weston Barn-/ market in copy appeal 

> 9 an as : Saanre > a ae 
ett, 24 announcements; Sears, Roe-| wprprR: Ward Baking Co., through 
Denver, March 18, | announcements; Early Coffee Co., 26 breaks for their cake and 16 weekly 
. ; s© TInj acific i}. — ar ‘ , 
KFEL and KOA sales staffs worked ak ae eee gage <B ygsee a.m. participations for bread; Stude- 

ad, Z aples Co., 312 an- 
eral nice contracts. KFEL extended| through Max Goldberg, 26 tempera- liams & Cunnyngham, three quarter- 
. sa f ‘ aunramante: | nours a week; Fleer’s Dubble Bubble 
the Home Public Market for 15 min-| ture reports and announcements; G th ag totale 
First Industrial Bank, through Ball|@U™, through N. W. Ayer, six spots 
KFEL: Grayson Apparel Shop ies), via Benton & Bowles, five 
‘ mTays re > Jp, 
, r ds - ra r e+ = ar Po y ° oY uy 

week. SOA renewed the Kortz| through Robertson agency, two an- quarter seg a week; ere 
Jewelry for a half-hour weekly for| nouncements weekly, four months; Bros. (Oil Burner Division), through 


| a year, and signed General Foods to| Dubble Bubble Gum, through N. W. Van Sant, Dugdale, daily a.m. par- 


a new contract for 112 quarter-hours | Ayer, five announcements weekly, | ticipations for one year; Union Trust 
in six months. | three months; Duplers Furs, through|©°- (renewal), through Maurice 

KOA: Kortz Jewelry Co., through | Ted Levy, three annonucements Azrael, weekly five-minute airings; 
Raymond Keane, 52 half-hours, one| daily, one year; Home Public Market,| Meadowgold Ice Cream, through 
a week; General Foods Corp, through} six quarter-hours weekly, one year;| Leon Golnick, participations on 
Benton & Bowles, five quarter-hours | Kingston Clothes Shop, three an-/| ‘Every Woman’s Hour’; Hecht’s Re- 
weekly, six months; Gardner Nurs-| nouncements daily, one year; Knox| liable Department Store, via Court- 
ery, through Northwest Radio, six! Co., through Allen C. Smith, four|land Ferguson, participations; Oil 


| quarter hours; Dr. Salisbury’s Lab-| newscasts weekly, indefinitely; Mc-! Burner Distributing Corp., through 


oratory, through N. A. Winter, 26 | Clanahan Clothing Co., through Ted} Maxon, Inc., a.m. participations: High 
announcements; O-Cedar Corp.,| Levy, three newscasts weekly, one| Ice Cream, through Courtland Fergu- 
through H. W. Kastor & Sons, 65| year, and 18 announcements; Old 


‘ : tee : ; son, six spots a week; Gardner Nurs- 
announcements; Miller's Groceteria, | Homestead Bread, through W. E.|eries, through Northwest Radio, 














| Long, seven announcements daily seven five-minute airings a week: 
jo Sunday, one month; Perkins-| Hub Department Store, through 
Freiberger, three ‘chain “breaks| cous, Schecter, weekly announce- 
| weekly, three months; Arnold Wolff, eit & mamner get’ Co, ge et 
| 13 announcements; Fishman Jewelry — or ngage meen Maney Rais 
|Co., two announcements; Shaner’s |?" Co., five two-minute spots a 
| Grill, two announcements: announce- | “°°*: , 
besten service to Altvater Grocery, | WCAO: C. D. Kenney (food prod- 
Denver Sign Co., Heller’s Kosher | ucts), through Jos. Katz, seven spots 
Meat Co. Mammy’s Shack, Reese|2 Week; Ward Baking Co. (cake), 
Houses, J. R. Patch Floor Covering | hTough Sherman K. Ellis, six day- 
Service, Ogden Garage, Thornton} t!me spots a week for 13 weeks; 
Orthopedic Brace & Appliance Co.,; Commercial Casualty Co., through 
Copeland Concrete Products Co.; | Frank R. Waxman, six spots a week 
Denver Stoker Co. and American | 9M a.m. clock. 
Coal Co. | WBAL: Ward Baking Co., through 
KLZ: Dubble Bubble Gum, through | Sherman K. Ellis, 78 one-minute an- 
N. W. Ayer & Son, 65 announcements; | "Ouncements; Norman Thomas, 


(eS Kay’s Better Jewelers, through Ray- | through Adrian Bauer, 13 quarter- 


5,000 WATTS ON 560-CBS 


ithe STATION = RRenees: 


(oe LP ae 





mond Keane, 13 announcements: | hour Sunday programs; White Paint 
New Method Cleaners & Dyers,| Co., through Louis Schecter, 13 an- 
| through Ted Levy, 104 announce-| nouncements; Corkran-Hill (pack- 
| ments. ers), through Harry B. Green, 12 
Co —— —— | one-minute announcements; Fleer’s 
| — parame Unit Count __|| bubble Bubble Gum, through N. W 
% of | Ayer, 65 spots; Eckels’ Ice Cream 
March 15 March8 change | through Katherine Mahool, 13 half- 

















pies nae hour programs of ‘Young America’ 
ee 6) , +3.3% | Music’; Perfection Stove Co., throug! 
| Nat'l Spot.. 1,748 ie aie loom ae ae oe 
| j Total ...... 14,768 14,687 10.6% teat ala eo 
(Included: KFEL, KLZ. KO‘ —— — _ —_——— 
KVOD) \O** | [Comparative Unit Count 
% of 
March 15 March8 change 
A R di E h . | Network oe Bees 9,235 +0.6% 
adio Enthusiast |Lecal ...... . 4,511 4,420 +2.1% 
| Nat’l Spot.. 1,917 1,855 +3.3% 
| Petal ...53. 15,721 15,510 +1.4% 
Butte, Mont., March 18. 





; (Included; WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, WFBR) 
Frank Reardon, chief of the Pay ’N 


Save Super Market, and perhaps the | —, 


heaviest local buyer of air from 
WANTED— 

















Butte’s KGIR, is in New York on biz. 
Reardon has divorced newspaper ad- 
vertising. Sticks solely to the air- M Cc 
waves, r “ 

Pay ’N Save has sprouted from a |] Must have good microphone 
two-by-four grocery dispenser a few | voice and be clever at ad lib— 
years ago to a lusty concern that ||| State briefly experience, age and 
grossed over a million dollars in 1940, || S4!4"y desired. 

Radio advertising was the shot in|! Radio Station WOV 
|the arm that made business grow, | : 
| Reardon says. 730 Fifth Ave. New York 
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Why A 
ay 


F 


HE RED NETWORK salutes its adver- 

tisers for again winning the accolades 
in the annual popularity polls. In placing 
the finest entertainment on the network 
with the finest facilities, they have made 
it possible for the Red to lead the field 
for the thirteenth consecutive year. 

These are the basic reasons for the Red 
Network’s preferred position on the 
nation’s radio dials—a preference so 


TO, OUR ADVERTISERS ! 





marked that the listeners themselves, in 
NBC’s All-County Census, voted the Red 
their favorite network by a wide margin. 
In the daytime, the survey shows, 36.9% 
more radio famifies listen most to the 
NBC Red Network than to any other net- 
work, and at night, 41.7% more listen most 
to the Red. 

Day or night... sales blossom faster on 
America’s most popular network—NBC Red! 


NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


A Radio Corporation of America Service 


"RADIO DAILY" POLL 





Favorite Program--7 out 
of 10 on the Red, Favorite 
Entertainers— 8 out of 10 
_on the Red; Favorite Swing 
Bands — 8 out of 10 on the 


—9 out of 10 on the Red. 


"CLEVELAND PLAIN 
DEALER” POLL 





9 out of 11 "All-American 
Radio Personalities” on the 
Red; 7 out of 11 Favorite 
Programs on the Red; 9 out 
of 10 Favorite Comedians 
on the Red, 9 out of 12 Fa- 
vorite Singers on the Red. 


"MOTION PICTURE 
DAILY” POLL 





“Champion of Champions‘ 
—4 out of 6 on the Red, 
Comedians, etc.—16 out 
of 22 on the Red, Vocalists 
—11 out of 21 on the Red, 
15 out of 25 division Ist 
places on the Red. 


"NEW YORK 
WORLD -TELEGRAM* 





5 out of 6 Favorite Programs 
on the Red, 7 out of 8 Fa- 
vorite Comedians on the 
Red; 5 out of 9 Favorite 
Quiz Shows on the Red, 5 
out of 8 Favorite Studio 
Announcers on the Red. 








NETWORK 


2 NETWORK MOST PEOPLE 
LISTEN TO MOST 


Red; Favorite Comedians | 
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AFRA Considers Transcription Code 


Committee Asking Authority for Action — Chapter 
Passes ‘No Cover Up’ Resolution 


Report 
between the Ame! 
Radio Artists and the t 
producers will be made to the 
New York local member- 
t arly meeting at 8 
(Thursday) night 
N. ¥. its ex- 


ration’s negotiating 


ican Federation of 


ranscriptio! 


unions 
ip 
ocK tomorrow 
the Astor 
ected the organi: 
ymmittee may ask for full authority 


~o%el 
notel, 


call a 


rises from 


accept a 


rike Latter 


n~nerndwowr 


mit 
reports that tne negotiating cCOmmlit - 

: ” ,A thea tran Y es 
tees for the unlor! and the transcrip 


tion have been unable even 
to approach an confabs 


makers 


agreement, 


stated last week. 

Number of matters besides the 
transcription situation are on the 
agenda for the meeting. They in- 


clude the regular report of George 
Heller, local executive secretary; ex- 
planation of the revised Social Se- 
curity law pertaining to radio per- 


formers, report of the medical com- 
mittee, report of the entertainment 
committee planning the annual 
AFRA ball at the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, N. Y., May 9, and explanation 
of the local board’s new ruling about 
auditions and infractions of the 
regulations. 

New ruling, passed by the local 
board last week, reads as follows: 


‘Whereas, The successful ad- 
ministration and application of 
the rules and regulations of 
AFRA are dependent on the full 
co-operation of all members of 
AFRA, and 

‘Whereas, The failure of mem- 
bers to report infractions may 
lead to a general breakdown of 
all gains made by AFRA, and 

‘Whereas, Certain loyal AFRA 
members constantly report in- 
fractions thereby benefiting other 
AFRA members who have failed 
to do so, and 

‘Whereas, It to the benefit 
of AFRA members to abide 
faithfully by all rules and regu- 
lations of AFRA, 

‘Now, therefore, be it re- 
solved, That it shall be con- 
sidered conduct unbecoming an 


is 


on the current negotiations 





AFRA member to fail to report 








. 








More press 
breaks for 
WMCA than 
next two 
independents 


combined! 





any fraction of AFRA es 
and regulations, and 
‘Be furthe esolved, That 
where any Cla exists against 
any producer, all AFRA mem- 
bers must sign an AFRA claim 
sheet immediately upon knowl- 
edge ereof 
S ild any member fail to re- 
p such fraction or fail to 
sign any claim sheet relative to 
é is by AFRA, such mem- 
yer may be subject to a fine in 


an amount equal to at least twice 
the sum collected and, in addi- 
tion, other penalty as the 
New York Local Board may de- 
termine.’ 
Don't FORGET 
AUDITIONS 


+ ~ a” 
to sucn 


To Report ALL 
AND INFRACTIONS 


or AFRA RULES. 
By order of the New York 
Local Board, 
George Heller, 


Executive Secretary. 


Auditions Vs. Tests 
‘Auditions’ referred to in the above 





ruling means ‘program auditions’ as | 


distinct from ‘voice tests.’ Program 
auditions are defined as instances of 
\a hearing of an already-cast program 


r script for a possible sponsor, pro- | 


ducer or station. Most ‘program au- 
| ditions’ are recorded and sub- 
sequently submitted in that form to 
advertising agencies and clients. In 
such cases, the actors must be paid 
|regular fees for the performance, as 
| specified by the code. 

| ‘Voice tests’ are defined as audi- 
tions by actors or singers, for a spe- 
| cific or aS a general test of 
| the performer’s ability, talent, 
characteristics, Determining 
factor is whether the show or the 
| performer being tested. If the 
| former, it rates as a ‘program audi- 
| tion’ and the performer must be paid 
If the latter, the performer need not 


show, 


etc. 


is 





| be paid. 

i as ” 

_ Atlass Sets Autry Change 

| Holly wood, March 18. 
Leslie Atlass, CBS headman_ in 


Chicago who looks after the Wrig- 
ley radio biz, is here conferring with 
Danny Danker of the J. Walter 
Thompson agency on spreading Gene 
Autry’s ‘Melody Ranch’ to another 
weekly period for the chicle outfit. 

Autry takes off for the east March 
23 for a seven-week tour of 
rodeo circuit. 


Pat Joins Mike 


Milwaukee, March 18. 
C. J. (Chuck) Lanphier, manager 
of WEMP, has a three-year-old son 
named Mike. Just before St. Pat- 
rick’s Day, another son arrived. 
They named him Pat. 


of service on the WBBM staff. 





the | 


ELECTROCUTED 


WBBM Transmitter Supervisor Vic- 
tim of Accident After Hours 





Chicago, March 18. 

DeMotte Little, transmitter super- 
for WBBM-Columbia, was 
electrocuted on March 14 while do- 
ng maintenance work at the 50,000- 
vyatt transmitter in Glenview (Ill.). 
Little was reported preparing to cut 
a new set breakers 
when the accident occurred. He was 
a ladder and somehow 
‘ame in contact with a circuit of 
4.000 volts. 

Accident occurred shortly after 
WBBM signed off for the night. With 
Little at the time was George A. 
Ralston, transmitter operator, who 
reported the accident and brought In 
doctors and fire department inhalator 
squad who worked futilely on Little. 

Little was 35 years old and the 
oldest transmitter employee in point | 


Visor 


of circuit 


over 


tanding on 





WMCA MOVING 
FROM WAX 
TOFLESH 


Plans of WMCA, New York, for a 
wholesale switch from recorded to 
live programs get under way next 
week with the start of nine new live 
afternoon and evening shows. Sta- 
tion’s morning schedule is also be- 
ing revised, with a lineup of new) 
live shows to be revealed within a 
few days. Change is in line with 
plans of Edward Noble, the new 
owner, to build up the outlet. 

Live stanzas so far slated to start 
next week will total 20 programs, or 








seven-and-a-half hours’ broadcast 
time. They include ‘Open House,’ 
five-weekly, 30-minute musical se- 


ries, by Joe Rines, the outlet’s new 
musical director; ‘Curtis and Colby,’ 
three-a-week two-piano program; a 
twice-weekly string ensemble series; 
three vocal spots a week by Stuart 
Allen; a twice-weekly Irish show; 
‘Memory Lane,’ a twice-weekly se- 
ries by the house orchestra; ‘Tin- 
types,’ weekly shot with Walter 
Scanlon; ‘Three-Quarter Time,’ | 
weekly waltz series by the house 
band, and ‘Doctors for Defense,’ a 
weekly dramatic stanza. 

There will also bé a new recorded 
series, ‘Concert Hall,’ heard five eve- 
nings a week, 


Cal Kuhl Back to L. A. 


Hollywood, March 18. 

Cal Kuhl returns to the Coast pro- 
duction staff of J. Walter Thompson 
to handle the Tommy Riggs regional 
for Old Gold on NBC. 

His previous production assign- | 
ments included Kraft Music Hall and 
Chase & Sanborn. 

















WOR. 


last year 
WNEW continues battling WHN 


WAR 


this month climbed into 


against 873 for WEAF. WJZ in usual 


order named, 


Station F 
| _ ERREreancee nee oi 733 
WEAF — 782 
__ | ee oot 648 
= Ee 272 
RNID cecaiios daeeschbodinc! 886 
BIT cn sesstisioaiinstecibiies sate 149 
i | a 149 
I BHT ss cotstnalidcademwias 108 
INES orc Aexiccentsaesc 102 
ES gee 57 
FIRING ci:csscctenionbiceickoomion 65 

8,396 


“C” indicates column mentions, and 





WMCA Tops WOR in Press Breaks 


NEW YORK, Feb. 22.—Analysis of New York stations’ publicity breaks 
in the metropolitan daily newspapers for the month ended February 15, 1941, 
shows a few interesting upsets. WMCA, for the first time in two years and 
the second time in history, moved ahead of WOR. ‘Tally for WMCA, in fourth 
place, is a total of 423 highlight and column mentions as against 418 total for 
WOR held the lead in feature box blurbs by a margin of 64, but 
WMCA led by 69 in column mentions. Station jumped 158 over same period 


WHWN only one mention ahead of WNEW this month. WNEW was down in 
ninth spot not many months ago and has gradually come up. 


WEAF last month had grabbed top spot from WABC, the first time in years. 
Score is still very tight between the two, WABC grabbing a total of 880, as 


tenth, and eleventh positions to WNYC, WQXR, WINS, and WEVD, in the 


N. Y. Station Publicity Breaks 


(January 19 to February 15) 


Note: At heads of above columns “F” denotes feature or highlight boxes, 
“GT” the 
piled from nine New York dailies and The Srésiion Eagle. 


at a terrific pace for sixth place, with 


first place again. nosing out WEAF. 


third spot with 763 total. Eighth, ninth, 


Total for 
Same Period 

c GT In 1940 
147 880 991 
91 878 167 
115 768 896 
151 428 270 
82 418 514 
83 183 147 
32 131 128 
26 129 151 
17 119 146 
20 7 68 
8 68 96 
WT 4,118 4,174 


rand total. Report is eom- 








Reprinted from The Billboard, March 1 
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New York City 
Radio Editors 
Up WMCA 56%; 
See Story 

At Left 
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News-making | 
programs draw | | 
more listeners | 
and make | 


more sales. | 


WHC 


First on New York's Dial 
DA PCCP LE AEE, IES 


| 














| Brands seems inclined to keep the | 
| half-hour going all summer, the in- | 


'take an eight or nine-week layoff, 


| world capitols. 


| correspondent for the N. Y. Herald 


in the St. Louis County Circuit Court | 


Serials Move to Escape Competition 


Three Benton & Bowles Daytimers Go From CBS 
to NBC on June 2 


vv 





Benton & Bowles agency closed 
'last week with NBC for the transfe 


r 
~h 


BERGEN’S VACATION 


Chase & 





Andrews Sisters Joining 
Sanborn Program 


lof three daytime serials, 

CBS, to the red network. ‘Home of 

Negotiations are on for the An-| the Brave’ and ‘Portia Blake’ move 
drews Sisters to join the Chase & | ee , 

Sanborn Coffee show with the April | ver April 28 and ‘We, the Abbotts,’ 


6 broadcast. It would be for 13|switches June 2. They will, in that 
weeks up to June 29 and another | order, run from 5 to 5:45 p.m. 


13 weeks after a 13-week layoff, : ee 
Summer plans for the same show| BY this shift the three serials es- 
are still pending. While Standard | °@Pe¢ from the competition of three 
high-rating script shows on the red. 


WhVA 


90,000 WATTS 


serving Richmond 
and Norfolk 


now on 

















—— | 


dications are that Edgar Bergen will 





after the June 29 broadcast. NBC 
has already inquired of J. Walter 
Thompson, agency on the account, 
about C. & S.’s vacation plans with 
the explanation that it had an ac- 
count that would like to go into the 
spot for 13 weeks. 





‘Concert Tour’ Sellout 


Claremont, Calif., March 18. 

Edgar Bergen initiated what he 
prefers to call a ‘concert tour’ in the 
auditorium here and played to ca- 
pacity at $2 top. Scale for the 
2,700 seats started at 50c. Next stop 
is San Diego, where house is tariffed 
up to $2.75. 

Bergen’s turn ran for two hours, 
with the ‘voice effusionist’ doing 
several of his turns with Charlie 
McCarthy and explaining the art of 
ventriloguism. In between Betty 
Jaynes and Douglas McPhail do 
songs and Richard Haydn monologs. 


Eisenbach, Skattebol Map 
Foreign Correspondent _ 


Tale Inside the Rules 


Robert Eisenbach and Lars Skat- 
tebol, former foreign correspondents 
and currently members of the NBC 
staff New York, have} 
scripted a radio adventure series | 
called ‘Special Correspondent.’ It’s | 
not an NBC show, but is owned by | 
the authors. j 

Yarn is written as a half-hour | 
series and while it’s supposed to con- | 

| 




















news in 


Covers 
Virginia s 
two 

best 


tain the excitement of foreign news 
coverage during a world war, the} 
idea fs to avoid any. actual horror | 
action that would be taboo for net- | 
work broadcasting. Authors have 
attempted to recreate the authentic | 
background and atmosphere of | 


Eisenbach was for several years a | 


Tribune in London and Paris. Skat- 
tebol was a free-lance roving corre- | 
spondent. Gibbs has a radio pro- 
duction office. 





RALSTON DEAL FOR | 
‘SUPERMAN’ IS COLD 


Dickering by the Ralston Co. for | 
‘Superman’ has gone cold, and the 
probabilities are that the..account 
will bring the ‘Tom Mix’ serial back | 
to the NBC-blue in the fall. Current 
season’s run of ‘Mix’ has been ex- | 
tended five weeks so that the kid 
show won’t fold until April 25, 

Ralston has sponsored the ‘Mix’ | 
program for eight consecutive sea- 
sons. 





markets 
cost 





Divorcing Johnny O’Hara 
St. Louis, March 18. 

Johnny O'Hara, sports gabber at 
KWK, was sued for divorce last week | 


at Clayton. Mrs. O’Hara alleges | 
general indignities, declared her | 
husband displayed no affection for | 
her and stayed away from home | 
without explanation. She asks for 
the custody of heir adopted child, 


John J. O'Hara II, and alimony with- 
out stipulation. O’Hara, residing at 
a downtown St. Louis hotel, declined | 
to comment. 

The couple were married in Chi- 
cago July 13, 1938, and separated 
February 20 last. 


Ask any Paul Raymer office 





for more information about 
WRVA, one of the sixteen 
CBS 50,000-watt stations. 


Ben Hatfield observed his 16th an- 
niversary (12) as announcer for 
WNAC-Yankee network, and is be- | 
lieved to be oldest Boston announcer | 
in continuous service, 
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Regional’s Members ‘Exchanged’ 


Programs, But Most Were Recorded .::'%.2".2.505. 








San Antonio, March 18. 

Texas State Network has shut 
down on the exchange of sustaining 
programs among the members of the 
regional. The new policy is to bring 
in more Mutual sustainers. Only 
time that the TSN will feed a local 
gustainer to the regional is when 
the program is of unusual impor- 
tance. 

Intra-feeding situation among the 
TSN’s affiliates got down to the 
point where they were exchanging 
little other than recorded programs. 


INVITE THEATRE 
PATRONS INTO 
FORUM 


Cleveland, March 18. 

Burt’s, Inc., local department store, 
which has been heavy buyer of radio 
time, pops up with ‘Speak Up,’ new 
forum type of program being broad- 
cast direct from radio room of Tele- 
news, newly opened newsreel house. 
‘Speak Up’ gets dinner hour, 30-min- 
ute spot Monday through Friday via 
WCLE. 

Theatre’s radio room can accom- 
modate approximately 150 persons 
and mikeman Francis Pettay moves 
through audience inviting attendants 
to voice opinion on any current 
event. Participants have even been 
invited to bring and read prepared 
«scripts. 

L. O. Klivans, store’s general man- 
ager, appears on program and reads 
own commercials. 











WLW Widens Scholarship 
In Radio Station Training 


Cincinnati, March 18. 

For its third annual Scholarships 
in Practical Radio Training competi- 
tion, previously confined to agricul- 
tural students, WLW is including 
seniors in state universities or col- 
leges affiliated with the American 
Association of Universities. Three 
echolarships, instead of two, are be- 
ing offered this year. They are for 
agricultural programs, for general 
announcing, writing and radio pro- 
duction, and for radio promotion and 
market research. 

Winners start a six-month training 
period at WLW in July and each re- 
ceives $500, apportioned in weekly 
payments. 

Three of the four previous winners 
of WLW scholarships are now work- 
ing for that station. Merton V. Em- 
mert, of Kansas State U, in the con- 
tinuity division; Charles Grisham, 
Alabama Polytech, announcer, writer 
and producer in the agricultural de- 
partment, and Archie Stockwell, Uni- 
versity of Wisconsin, in the news- 
room. The other winner, Robert 
Monk, of the University of Wisconsin, 
is farm program director of WDZ, 
Tuscola, 1. 


11 on the Brief-Line 


Washington, March 18. 
tleven more attorneys have taken 
the necessary steps to admit them to 
practice before the Federal Com- 
munications Commission. 

Approved by the FCC bar com- 
mittee are: John H. McManus, Jr., 
Albert Stephen Marzo, Ernest R. 
Mortenson and Arthur J. Unger, all 
of New York city; William M. Brown, 
Fort Worth, Tex.; Philip M. Lieb- 
schutz, Rochester; Thomas D. Cooper, 
Burlington, N. C.; Edgar S. Belaval, 
San Juan, Puerto Rico; Myron Tal- 
bert Dick, Des Moines, Ia.; J. Stanley 
Herbert, Asbury Park, N. J., and 
John G. Somers, Newton, Kans. 








ELSPETH ERIC 0K 

Elspeth Eric, legit and radio ac- 
tress, was discharged Monday (17) 
from Mt. Sinai hospital, N. Y., and 
was convalescing at home from an 
attack of pneumonia. 

She had been scheduled to ap- 
pear last night (Tuesday) on the 
‘Grand Central Station’ program 
but was replaced by Katherine 
Locke. 


i 


Leatherwood Dies at 27 
Atlanta, March 18. 
Recent death of Dowling Leather- 
wood, 27, assistant professor of jour- 
nalism at Emory University, ended a 
three-year radio-education tieup be- 
tween his radio classes and local sta- 
tion WSB. He presented various pro- 
grams over WSB and was active in 
promoting the station’s educational 
services, 
Leatherwood was the author of a 
textbook, ‘Journalism on the Air.’ He 
had been editor of the Suwannee 





Democrat, at Live Oak, Fla., and 
journalism instructor at the Univer- 
| sty of Florida. His death resulted 
from complications resulting from an 
appendectomy. 





into new studios. 


WHUB, Clarksville, Tenn., moved 


Buddy Twiss’ New Job 


Hollywood, March 18. 
Clinton ‘Buddy’ Twiss has been 


NBC, turning over to Don Thompson 
his former post as special events 
head. 

Thompson was lately with NBC in 
Frisco in that capacity. 





Connie Boswell Carries 
On While Crosby-Burns 








Bing Crosby and Bob Burns will 
take their 13-week vacation from 
the Kraft Music Hall (NBC-red) 
| July 11. The summer replacement 
| cast will consist of Connie Boswell, 
|Don Ameche, Music Maids, Ken 
| Carpenter and Johnny Trotter. 

Ameche will also replace Crosby 
on the March 27 broadcast and do 

13 more broadcasts at irregular in- 
tervals on the series during the en- 
| suing year. 


Jointly Loaf 13 Weeks 


Damage Judgments Large Part Of 
Bankruptcy Claim of Doc Brinkley 





San Antonio, March 18. 
It is expected that well over 160 
creditors will meet in De! Rio, Texas, 
in the United States District Court 


on March 24 to consider action on 





ley, long-time operator of XERA. 
Brinkley listed his personal liabili- 
|ties as $1,626,565.23 and his liabili- 
ties as a partner in the hospital that 
bears his name as $1,458,676.65. Many 
| of the items overlapped. Personal 


; assets were given as $132,064.60 in- | 


' cluding insurance policies valued at 
$117,764.60. 

| Among the personal liabilities 

| listed in the petition were $113,300 

/due in taxes to the United 
$12,400 due to states, and $1,331.15 in 

| county, district and municipal taxes. 

| Unsecured claims were listed at 


$1,626,565.23 in claims against bank- | 
ruptcy-petitioner Dr. John R. Brink- | 


States, | 


| $1,214,121.13, secured claims at $38, 

539.38, rents at $144,662.50 and due in- 
| wages $2,211.07. 

There were liabilities listed well 
over $1,000,000 in damage suit claims 
|; with several amounting to over 
$100,000 each. 

The creditors will meet to prove 
their claims, appoint a trustee and a 
committee of creditors and examine 
the bankrupt. 





Bill Griffiths on WJW 

| Akron, March 18. 
| Bill Griffiths, who has broadcast 
Akron Mid-Atlantic league games 
|over WJW for General Mills the last 
|few years, will again air the games. 
| Season opens May 1 with Griffiths 
recreating from wire reports all out- 
| of-town games. 

No Sunday or holiday broadcasts 
will be offered, however. 
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“FASTES 


“Drug products advertised over Station WLW con- 


stitute a good part of our fastest sellers. Retail 


druggists in our area consider all of them as staples 


because of their steady, year around movement. 


* Our salesmen are always alert to obtain their share 


of this desirable business.” 













(Signed) W. F. Bindley, V. P. 


E. H. 


Terre Haute, Ind. 


Indiana Counties. 


Bindley & Co. 


6 salesmen traveling 25 
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; Inside Stuff—Radio 


Catholic papers subscribing to National Catholic Welfare Council News 
Service ran a story on the apology by an unidentified ad agency toa pro- 
testor against a remark, in a facetious situation on ‘a popular radio pro- 
gram,’ that ‘He changed the wine into water’. A Detroit man protested to 
the broadcasting company against the remark. 

“He received following reply from the manager of agency’s radio depart- 
ment: ‘We agree completely with your criticism of this line.” Executive 
added that ‘No one on the program had a biasphemous intent’ and that 
‘such a thing will not occur again.’ Wrote the radio man: ‘It is difficult 
to understand how an almost unforgiveable oversight like this could have 
gotten by unless one is tolerant enough to take into consideration the 
great amount of work that goes into the provision of entertainment each 





week. Our distress at this time was so much greater because the gospel | Ryan in 1912 and did much pioneer- | 
for the preceding Sunday had been on this very subject of The First | ing in narrative copy, particularly of | 


Miracle. 





Mutual publicity department is now regularly circularizing the pub- 
licity representatives of the network’s affiliate stations for co-operation 
in obtaining and making use of news and publicity breaks. Current issue 
‘mentions the VarIETy review of a WOR-Mutual program, a tie-up with 
RCA-Victor records, as well as future yarns in Coronet and other publi- 
cations. Idea, the brain-child of Lester Gottlieb, is to inform the affiliate 
stations press reps of news breaks on which they may capitalize locally, 
as well as to keep the local p.a.’s on edge to make a showing. 

Detachable form also has space for the local reps to notify Gottlieb of 
news or publicity plants they get, which might be helpful to other 
affiliates. 

Mutual also started this week a publicity clip sheet and mat service, 
atttached to its weekly program folder sent to dailies throughout the 
country. It carries spot news, features and prints of mat illustrations 





NBC plans to keep its new ‘effective coverage area’ maps up to date 
by resurveying those areas where changes in an affiliated station’s phys- 
ical setup have caused a pronounced shift in the outlet’s coverage. Mean- 
while the network has arranged to supply stations on the blue link with 
individual days and night maps as based on NBC’s new coverage method. 
These maps will show how the station figures in the complete network 
picture, but later on the station will receive a complete breakdown of its 
coverage both day and night and in every county where 10% or more of 
the families interviewed in the network’s survey mentioned that station. 

This is the survey which NBC conducted early last year and measured 
effectiveness of its coverage by the returns on 1,500,000 postal cards it sent 
out. Replies amounted “to 166,000 and the question asked was: ‘What 
station do you listen to regularly—(a) in the evening, (b) in the daytime?’ 

Transfer over the past weekend of the American Viscose Corp. from 
British ownership to a group of American bankers has caused much spec- 
ulation in the ad agency field over the future control of such other British- 
controlled companies as Lever Bros. and Brown & Williamson Tobacco Co. 
Also what effects such changes, if they do take place, would have on the 
companies’ present policies. Both firms are heavy users of radio. 








Reports have been current in broadcasting during the past week that 
William Dudley Pelley, leader of the Silver Shirts, is claiming that he 
has lined up a group of stations in the south and midwest to carry on a 
commercial basis transcribed speeches by himself. Inquiry among station 
reps has so far failed to develope any confirmation of this report. 

Dudley was a subpoenaed witness before the Dies Committee last year. 

A grateful patient, salesman Ed Jansen of KSFO, San Francisco, flew to 
Olympia, Wash., recently to go to the aid of the drugless physician through 
whose efforts Jansen says he regained the use of one arm and both legs 
following an attack of infantile paralysis in 1928. Jansen testified before the 
Washington state senate on behalf of Dr. Ray R. Frederick of Tacoma, who 
is among those fighting a bill which would deprive drugless practitioners 
of the right to use the title ‘doctor.’ 








Three radio touches have been injected into a current travel film, “They 
Discovered America,’ which is being used by Greyhound Bus Lines to 
plug services. 

Picture is about a honeymoon couple traveling round the U. S. by bus. 
In one sequence the groom imitates the Lucky Strike auctioneer, in an- 
other scene NBC studios in Chicago are lamped with Fibber McGee and 
Molly broadcasting, and in New York there’s a shot of the CBS Playhouse 
with Major Bowes and amateurs briefly pictured. 
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W. B. RUTHRAUFF DIES 


Liked in Advertising 
Kindly and Helpful 








| Wilbur B. Ruthrauff, 54, partner | 
lin the Ruthrauff & Ryan agency, | 


| died of heart disease at his winter 
home in Camden, N. C., March 13. 
| While his forte was copywriting, 
Ruthrauff took a great interest in 
the development of radio as an ad- 
vertising medium, and among those 
| who knew him he was looked upon 
|as one of the most kindly, consid- 
| erate and helpful figures in the busi- 
| ness. 
| He founded the agency with F. B. 


| 


the balloon type, and also advance 
| copy testing. He is survived by a 
/ son and daughter. 


COMMERCIAL 
TELEVISION 
IN SIGHT 


Washington, March 18. 

Removal of the barrier in the way 
of commercial television programs is 
widely anticipated as the product of 
this week’s hearings—third in a year 
—on licensing policy to be followed 
by the Federal Communcations Com- 
mission regarding the.visual type of 
radio. While it is premature to say 
, that the lid will be lfted, conversa- 
tions with various Commish members 
| and advisers indicate probably a ma- 
jority of the Federal regulators at 
last are convinced the only way to 
| bring the budding plant to maturity 
|is to apply monetary fertilizer. De- 
tlay in allowing pioneers to recoup 
on their big investments will be op- 
|posed vigorously at the sessions 
|scheduled to start Thursday (20) 
| with 11 parties due to offer evidence. 














| tion will be demanded came from 
Farnsworth Television & Radio 
|Corp. in an advance outline of the 
| testimony to be offered. Regulators 
| were told Farnsworth understood— 
and apparently almost everybody in- 
terested in the art had the same im- 
pression—that as soon as a majority 
of the manufacturers could agree on 
a system, the Commish would give 
a go-ahead sign. Farnsworth’s state- 
ment expressed conviction that ‘the 
industry has now accomplished that 
which the Commission set forth as a 
condition precedent to commercial- 
ized television and that no further 
barrier exists which should be per- 
mitted to further delay the commer- 
cial development of the art.’ 

Others due to ‘take part include 
Balaban & Katz (Chicago theatre op- 


Dumont Laboratories, Hughes Pro- 
ductions (Howard Hughes, Holly- 
wood); Paramount Pictures, Sco- 
phony, Ltd. (London), Zenith and 
RCA. 


F, W. MEYER READY 
IN ABOUT A MONTH 


Denver, March 18. 
With studios of KMYR nearing 
completion, F. W. Meyer, owner, ex- 
pects to be on the air in less than a 
month, operating on 1340 ke., 250 
watts, full time. Three studios are 
being built on as many sides of a 
control room, with latest Western 
lectric equipment. The KMYR 








Francisco fair, and KMYR received 
quite a little publicity from that, 
since it bore a placard stating sale of 
it to KMYR. 

Bob Lewis, former WE man and 
a commissioned naval reserve officer, 
will be chief engineer, and Patricia 
Burns Kidder, continuity editor of 
KLZ, Denver for eight years, will be 
production manager at KMYR. 





ABILENE’S AP PACKAGE 
Abilene, Texas, March 18. 
Station KRBC has signed for full- 
time Associated Press news servive. 
Frank McIntyre, program director, 
and Steele McClanahan, chief an- 


;nouncer, will divide the AP news 


shows. Station formerly obtained its 
news from the Texas State network, 
but has dropped that service. 

Universal Manufacturing Co., of 
Abilene, has signed for six noontime 


World as 


Blunt notice that commercializa- | 


erators), Don Lee System, Allen B. | 


transmitter was built by WE for dis- 
play and demonstration at the San | 











- Radio Daffodils « 


— 

















New York City—Communique from Young & Rubicam last week: ‘Un- 
der separate cover the sponsors of ‘The Amazing Mr. Smith,’ the new 
comedy-mystery series which begins on the Mutual Network Monday, 
April 7, are sending you a package of miniature beer cans, trade marked 
Keglined. We hope you find these handy for paper weights, throwing at 
copy boys, and glaring at when inspiration runs dry.’ 





New Orleans—Silliest incident to come out of the ASCAP-BMI fracas 
occurred recently when Charles ‘Pie’ Dufour, WDSU sports announcer, 
arranged to have Sharkey, trained seal, broadcast on program of Southern 
Sportsmen show over station. Everything was set for the broadcast until 
it was learned that Sharkey was to play ‘Where the River Shannon Flows’ 
on a set of horns. It was ASCAP. All of Dufour’s pleading couldn't induce 
| trained seal to learn to play BMI tune. 








Fort Worth—According to Ed Lally, program director for WBAP-KGKO 
and musical director for the 45th Southwestern Exposition and Fat Stock 
| Show held here recently, the blue-blooded Rodeo horses prefer Broad- 
| cast Music, Inc., tunes to the catalog of the American Society of Com- 
posers, Authors and Publishers. 
| 





St. Louis—From the Oklahoma state penitentiary at McAlester, on behalf 
of the convicts’ own orchestra, E. M. Duffy wrote to Ben Feld, KMOX’s 
musical director, requesting that a certain selection be played. 

Duffy’s letter wound up with ‘Only because of conditions beyond our 
control are we unable to personally compliment your sponsor for the merit 
of his product.’ Griesedieck Bros. Brewing Co. sponsors the program in 
question. 





Philadelphia—Radio programs in Philly dailies yesterday (Monday) listed 
‘Jewish Hour’ for 9 pm. on WDAS. Jerry Stone sent through a ‘slight 
correction’ handout, which read: 


‘Jewish Hour should be changed to read ‘Banquet of Friendly Sons of 
| St. Patrick.’ 





Lincoln—Ed Cooper, who conducts a call session at the mike, ‘Miller- 
Money,’ on KFOR, offers to pay $1 to every person dialed who has a box 
of Miller’s Corn Flakes on the pantry shelf. One lady said she had 40, 
which brought a happy chortle from Cooper and a crack that she had a 
regular grocery store. He was right. It was a grocery store. 





New York City—Announcer on WQXR’s recorded ‘Symphony Hall’ pro- 
gram forgot to put on the show’s recorded bell theme. Matter was merely 
one of those quickly-forgotten studio crises, until several days later, when 
the following letter was received from a listener: 

‘For the past year and a half, son Timothy and daughter Peta were con- 
| vinced that the bells introducing Symphony Hall were distinctly meant as 


|a notice ‘to bed.’ Alas, and what do you think happened? No bells last 
Saturday night,’ 





Charlotte, N. C.—WBT is operating strictly corn 24 hours a day. Hill- 
| billies have been known to go on the air within 30 minutes of auditioning. 





Boston.—A pieasing resonance of names and voices occurred when Wil- 
| liam Tingle, baritone, and Charlotte Teebell, soprano, sang on the Mass. 
| State Federation of Music Clubs’ program on WCOP. 


WJNO’s March 29 Stunt |‘Mr. Keen’ Heard Live On 


West Palm Beach, Fla., March 18. Pacific While ‘Easy Aces’ 
To minimize dialer confusion from ° ° ye 
Continue Transcription 


the reallocation of wave-lengths 
March 29, local station WJNO is 
ballyhooing that date as ‘WJNO 
Day.’ Mayors of this and nearby American Home Products has de- 
communities are co-operating, as are | cided to continue to broadcast ‘Easy 
ant” aeaene ame” ae Mga i | Aces’ over the NBC Pacific blue at 9 
Cross, Women’s Club and various | ?-™ EST, but ‘Mr. Keen’ will clear 
civic groups. | the same stations on the Coast as 

In addition, the station is using | part of the live broadcast at 4:15 
| teaser spot announcements, printed| pst, Practice had been to treat 
circulars, window and counter cards | poth serials on a delayed broadcast 
and newspaper ads to call attention | basis, with the recorded version of 
pg ony 29 shift from 1,200 ke. | the installment taken off the network 

, . line earlier in the day being trans- 
mitted over the Pacific blue between 
9 and 9:30 p.m., PST. 

Account also is arranging to ex- 
pand its list of stations carrying 
‘Easy Aces’ on a.spot basis, and via 
transcriptions. 




















Don Hill’s 3rd Year 


Louisville, March 18. 
For the third consecutive year, 
Don Hill, WAVE sportcaster, will air 
the Louisville Colonels games both 
at home and on the road. 
Sponsorship by General Mills and Marian Fox of WEBR, Buffalo, 
| Goodrich, under a joint arrangement. | lost her appendix. 





























news programs a week, with Mc- | 
|Intyre set to do the spieling. 











| 
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Syracuse.—Selective service act is 
bringing wholesale changes in WSYR 
staff. 

Arnold F. Schoen, Jr., national 
sales manager, has been drafted. 
Fred Jeske, has taken over duties. 
At the same time, E. R. Vadebon- 
coeur, director of news and special 
events, has taken over Schoen’s 
work in promotion and merchandis- 
ing. Vadeboncoeur will be aided by 
John Warren, newcomer to the staff, 
and Robert B. Taber. 

Elliot Gove and Bob Jones, station 
announcers, both enlisted recently 
and are stationed at Fort Niagara, 
N.Y, 

Alan Taulbee, formerly of guest 
relations staff and international divi- 
sion of NBC, more recently with 
WARM, has joined staff to help. plug 


gaps. 





Austin, Tex.—KTBC has A. C. 
Sullivan of KOCA, Kilgore, Texas, 
as assistant to chief engineer. Elbert 
Dukate newscaster and announcer 
for the past year, has resigned to 
become program director and chief 
announcer for KEYS, Corpus Christi, 
Texas, which is scheduled to begin 
operations there soon. 





Denver.—Walter Harrison, Jr., of 
news room and announcer, KLZ, 
left for Oklahoma City to join army 
as draftee. Bob Freed, announcer, 
KLZ, leaves to go to WLW, Cincin- 
nati. Added to KLZ staff are Charles 
Roberts, announcer, from KVOR, 
Colorado Springs, and Frank Drubin, 
from Oklahoman-Times, Oklahoma 
City, joining KLZ sales staff. 





Nashville — Ophelia Colley has 
joined the Grand Ole Opry cast. 
She’s an ex-music and dramatic 
teacher. 





Buffalo.—John Boothby, ex-WEBR 
announcer, has gone over to WGR- 
WKBW, succeeding the late Reed 
Barden. 





Cleveland.—Cecil Bidlack, WTAM 
engineer, leaves station shortly to 
join the mechanized cavalry at Fort 
Knox, Ky., as a first lieutenant. 





White . Plains, N. Y.—Dick De- 
Freitas, formerly with WSGN, Birm- 
ingham, and WAAT, Jersey City, has 
replaced Larry Blenheim on the an- 
nouncing staff of WFAS, White 
Plains. Blenheim shifted to WOV, 
New York. DeFreitas was recently 
an engineer in the radio departments 
at Republic and Brewster aircraft 
plants. 


Salt Lake City—KSL adds Jack 
Davies to announcing staff. Formerly 
of KOVO, Utah. 

At KDYL Dave Simmons moves 
from program and sales department 





to go into continuity full time. 
George Provol will be in charge of | 
all music license clearance as well 
as taking over new duties under title 
of assistant program director, while 
Emerson Smith, program director, 
adds publicity to his schedule. 

Fort Worth.—Charles B. Meade, 
formerly manager of KNOW, Austin, 
and a veteran of 17 years in radio, 
has been named program director 
and program manager for the Texas 
State Network. 








New Orleans.— Jack Bottger has 
joined the announcing staff at WWL. | 


He was formerly connected with 
WNOE. 
Fred Digby, Jr., son of Fred Digby, | 
sports editor of the Item-Tribune, | 
took over reins of publicity director | 
of WWL. He goes to WWL without 


previous radio experience. 





San Jose, Cal.—On doctor’s orders | 
Jack R. Wagner is taking complete 
rest. Steps out of KSRO in conse- | 
quence, 





Nashville— New additions to the 
staff of WLAC include Anita Griggs | 
and Fayola Payne as_ continuity 
writers and Lucille Clements. 


Toledo—Jack Harrington, 





former 


| 
announcer at WHAS, Louisville, Ky., | 
| 


has joined WSPD, Toledo. 


Eddie Goon, staff engineer at | 


WSPD, is back at his job after a/| 


year’s illness. 

Ruth Landwehr, known profes- | 
sionally as Ruth Landers, formerly 
women’s program director at WTOL, 
Toledo, has joined WAAT, Jersey 
City, N. J., as director of continuity. 

Al Ruehfal is now writing pub- 
licity for WSPD, Toledo. 








Lincoln, Neb.—Replacing sports- 
caster Bob Davis (15) on KOIL, 
KFAB is Mike Flannery, late of | 


| KMBC, Kansas City. Davis into air 


corps. KFAB here loses Harlan 
Underkofier, engineer, to the Navy 


| this month. He’s going to Hawaii. 


Larry Lansing, former KFOR an- 
nouncer, is now on KHJ, Hollywood. 





Philadelphia—Ruth Schoening, for- 
merly in the KYW program depart- 


ment, replaced Janet Millman, in 
SN A AT SRE A RRR TS 





| formerly with WJJD, Chicago, and 


gress dept. Mary Grabhorn, daugh- | 
ter of Murray Grabhorn of Philco, | 
will take Miss Schoening’s place. 





Buffalo—Pat Hill from WHDL, 
Olean, is now voice at WBEN, suc- 
ceeding Bill Griskey, 


New York City—Douglas Way, 








WFBM, Indianapolis, has joined the 
announcing staff of WWRL, Wood- 
side, Long Island. 





Abilene, Texas.—A. C. Etter, for- 


merly a salesman for the station, | 


has been appointed assistant man- 
ager of KRBC. 


James V. Sims, formerly with 


RADIO 


| €d the announcing staff. Don Phil- 
| lips resigned. 





Oklahoma City—Richard Peters 
and Dick Johnson, former ane 
nouncers at KTOK, Oklahoma City, 
are now serving as sergeants with 
| the 45th Division station at Camp 


KROD, Ei Paso, and Al Breaks join- | Barkeley in Texas. 











HOW THE 


FRESH HAT 


DIET 


BECAME 
POPULAR 


ON BROADWAY 


They Said We Couldn't Clear 


About a year ago it wasn’t uncommon to hear 
the remark: ‘‘Mutual stations are mighty good, 
but I’ll Eat My Hat if they can clear all those 
stations as a network.’’ 


Today it’s been proven again and again how 
dependably Mutual can clear time. Typical in- 
stances are a half-hour evening for American Can 
Company on 88 stations, and the three evening 
half-hours that General Mills are about to place 


on 50 stations. 





They Said We Couldn't Guarantee Time 


But General Cigar have been broadcasting for 
89 weeks—without a serious station move except 
for special events. American Safety Razor’s 
renewal has run for 26 weeks—with scarcely a 
time shift. Ovaltine for 52 weeks—and not a time 
tampered. All use 75 stations or more. 














WATCH FOR IMPORTANT FACILITY ANNOUNCEMENTS 


————— 





They Said We Couldn't Produce Ratings 


Captain Midnight (The Wander Company pro- 
gram) has tripled its rating in 4 months. The 
Shadow (Cooperative and D. L. & W. Coal pro- 
gram) is the most popular daytime show ever listed 
in the national reports of C. E. Hooper, Inc. 


Even against Sunday afternoon’s extra-keen com- 
petition, Mutual scores three first ranking shows. 


BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


(Hats off to!) America’s Only 
Station Operated Network 
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MERLE PITT’S ORCHESTRA 
With Dick Gilbert 
Musical 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Daily, 7:30 p.m. 
WNEW, New York 

This 15-minute interlude of sweet | 
music follows Martin Block’s two- | 
hour session of discs with name | 
bands under program title of ‘Make | 
Believe Ballroom.’ Billed as Merle | 


Pitt’s orchestra, studio band pro- | 
vides a pleasant, refreshing musical | 
stanza. But wisdom of spotting im- 
mediately following a two-hour show 
devoted to topnotch band recordings 
is questionable. Pitt crew is strong- 
ly sold via Dick Gilbert. 


Reference to the Pitt orch as offer- 
ing a new combination of blues, jazz 
and subtle swing overshoots the 
mark. Gilbert’s agreeable voice | 
makes the introduction sound plaus- 
ible. He presents the program as a 
combination of ‘soft words in the 
mellow mood and sweet music.’ He 
speaks of music that is played and 
sung easily and naturally, ‘straight | 
from the heart, like a friendly con- | 
versation.’ 


It’s a swell build-up but the only 
thing that comes out is the usual 
sort of ‘dansant’ music. It’s nice, 
soothing, homey, and deftly handled 
under the Pitt baton, but quite con- 
ventional. 


Violins predominate and the ac- 
cent is on strings for the most part. | 
Dick Gilbert also turns vocalist and | 
okay. In stanza caught (13) orch | 
opened with ‘Carefree,’ followed by | 
a little rhyming from Gilbert and | 
‘Love Is the Sweetest Thing,’ with 
Gilbert vocalizing. ‘My Make Be- 
lieve Island’ was the next number, 
then another poetic briefie followed 
by ‘Just One More Chance, with Gil- 
bert doing the vocals. Mori. 





JOHN SPRINGER 

Comment 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 10:15 a.m. 

WHAM, Rochester, N. Y. 
' 


This is a one-man show that aims 
to tell the waiting public what’s good 
and bad on the town’s screens. It’s | 
strictly a personal point of view, 
and Springer leans to the Bettah 
Drahmah, which leads him to shun 
with quick brushoff films popular | 
and profitable at the b.o. 

Part of the show, from which it 
gets its name, ‘Movie Memories,’ is 
a more or less interesting com- 
mentary on some film of the past, 
only in this case it was the stage 
play. ‘Ladies in Retirement.’ 

ringer reminisced, related story 
of the play and dramatized a couple 
of the show’s high spots. 








| of laughs out of the show. 
ishould be violent, one way or the 


| versatile 


PROF. 
Talk 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Daily, 11:45 p.m. 
WHOM, Jersey City 

Same Jersey City station that has 
sprouted such eccentric blossoms as 


BRIGGS 


George (‘The Real’) McCoy has 
just started this five-weekly pre- 
midnight comedy series by a guy 


billed as Prof. Rhinelander Briggs. 
It’s an incredible concoction of fabu- 
lously fanciful adventure yarns and 
outlandish clowning. Listeners who 
stick through the first impulse to 
run away will probably get a flock 
Response 


other. 

Prof. Briggs (associated with a 
major network sponsored show and 
therefore keeping his real identity 
hidden for the present) tells fantastic 
yarns about his exploits and _ alter- 
nately wrangles with and eulogizes 
his side-kick, the fictitious Dr. Edel- 
weiss Hoonspippi, ‘the world’s most 
musical artist.” The doc, 
it’s claimed, sings tenor, baritone, 
bass and contralto. He lost three 


fingers on his left hand some years 


ago in the Arctic, when an Eskimo | 
| bit them off as he reached for a dish 


of blubber. He has a large wart on 
the middle finger of his right hand, 
which makes it tough for him to 
pluck the string of his guitar, but 
aids him in playing his flute. Hav- 
ing some marvelously discordant 


| musical transcriptions, Prof. Briggs 
| illustrates 


the doc’s musical tri- 


umphs., 


The professor also tells miracu- 
lous tales of his jungle experiences. 
And when caught recently, he 
engaged in a frantic quarrel with 
the announcer as to which would 
have to read the commercial 
for the sponsor, Slow-Grow Scalp 
Tonic, which makes the hair grow 
more slowly and thus saves barber 
bills, but isn’t for sale, ‘not even for 
John L. Lewis’ eyebrows.’ 

That's pretty much the idea, ex- 
cept that the professor says there’s 
a 25% discount on the program ‘for 
exaggeration.’ No such qualification 


| is necessary for any description of it. 


Hobe. 


Weiss Seeks Tele License 








Hollywood, March 18. 


| Lewis Allen Weiss shoved off for 
Washington to grab off a commer~‘al | appeal rather than literary distinc- | ** that WIRY’s 


television license for the Don Lee 
network’s W6XAO. He’s on the 
books for the first handout. 

Understood that engineers work- 
ing on a set of standards for the 


‘YOUR BUSINESS’ 

With Lester Velie, Rex Benware 

15 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 12:45 p.m. 

WQXR, New York 

Saturday, 8:15 a.m. As this program demonstrated in 

WOR, New York the first few minutes of the initial 
Group of assorted short programs | chapter recently, the average busi- 

is bunched from 8:15 to 9 a.m. every | ness man’s attitude toward the 

Saturday by WOR, New York, as a/| international situation is one that 

bid for local sponsors with limited | has been largely overlooked, or at 

budgets. There’s no particular pat- | least drowned out in the chorus of 

tern for the individual shows, nor|comment by columnists, economists, 


SATURDAY MORNING POT- 
POURRI 

With Danny Dee, Elton Britt, Tom 
Slater, George Hogan 

45 Mins. 

Participating 








any specific length. But each follows 
a fairly definite formula by itself. 


are available for sponsorship, though 
the account taking any show of the 
group may not change the form or 
talent of that program. Thus the 
general outline of the group will re- 
main the same. Public Service Trans- 
portation Co.s of N. J. began spon- 
sorship of two portions of the show 
last week. 

On a recent Saturday morn- 
ing, the lineup included seven sepa- 
rate portions. Danny Dee opened 
with six minutes of little-known 
trivial fact, delivered in rapid-fire 
Irish brogue. Elton Britt followed 
; with seven minutes of cowboy bal- 
lads with his own guitar accompani- 
ment. Dee was back next for six 
minutes of what he called ‘Handy- 
Andy’ household hints. Then there 
was a current pop dance tune re- 
cording, in this case Al Donohue’s 





lorch playing ‘Twist of the Wrist,’ | 


| _ . i 
lrunning five minutes. Tom Slater 


followed with five minutes of Holly- 
wood fan gossip. Next was Danny 
Dee with four-minute adventure 
story sent in by a listener (incident- 
ally, potently scripted). Final 12 
minutes was tabbed ‘Time to Muse’ 
and offered George Hogan's philo- 
sophie poetry reading to a recorded 
orchestral background. There was a 
time announcement after each indi- 
vidual stanza. 

Machine-gun succession of short 
programs provides brisk pace and 
heightens the entertainment content 
of the whole lineup. Venture is an 
original and promising move to meet 
a specific situation. It deserves to 
bullseye. Hobe. 


$ Follow-Up Comment : 


999944666 664646664646646466604 


‘Grand Central Station’ had script 
trouble on last week’s (11) 
‘Where There’s a Will.’ It was pain- 
| fully pulp-mag material, even for a 
|} series that 





| 
| 


|tion. Merely rather heavily-written 
|manipulation of such ancient in- 
gredients as the reading of a will, 
the sinister relatives and the usual 
boy-girl romance. Jessica Tandy 
was direct and pliant as the socially- 
minded heroine; John Emery was 


Idea is that any stanza, or stanzas, | 


show, | 


is aimed for hoke mass | ;. 


military and political experts and all 
the other assorted commentators on 
ithe current picture. Unfortunately, 
as judged by this opening program, 
the average business man’s view- 
point is a rather limited one and 
| likely to be of interest chiefly to his 
|own group. 

Maybe there’s at least a thought 
of buttering up to potential spon- 
sors with this series of comment by 
Lester Velie, business editor of the 
Journal of Commerce. At any rate, 
it seems likely to draw a moderate 
audience of business men, being ex- 
pressed in their language and sched- 
uled at a time when the average 





householder is entrenched in _ his 
favorite armchair, fairly well 
through the Sunday papers and 


| about ready to carve the roast. 
Velie’s talk may not teach him any- 
thing startlingly new, but it’ll prob- 
|ably bulwark his present opinions 
;}and expectations. 

Opening show dealt with the pos- 
sible effect on business of the pass- 
age of the lend-lease bill. Velie fig- 
ured it will increase expenses dras- 
tically and prove to be a _ heavy 
strain on our economic-industrial 
setup. Without predicting anything 
specific, he cautioned business men 
to watch certain developments for 
indications which way economic and 
financial trends will go. Session 
was mostly in the form of an inter- 
view, with announcer Rex Benware 
asking occasional questions and 
Velie giving lengthy, uninterrupted 
answers. He speaks with careful 
precision, obviously reading his re- 
marks. More mike experience will 
cure much of his present stiffness. 

Hobe. 





‘WHAT'S YOUR OPINION?’ 
Roundtable 

30 Mins.—Local 

Sustaining 

Monday, 8 p.m. 








WTRY, Troy 


| New program might be described 
i as a local version of Columbia's ‘The | 
| People’s Platform.’ Main difference | 
is an exchange of | 
|}views by laymen 

| Listeners are invited to participate, | 
| suggest topics for discussions, and 
|attend broadcasts. A _ firm-handed 
| moderator, who will keep round- 
tablers from wandering too far 
afield and who will ask questions 
dispelling the clouds of foggy, airy 


give her an 
sing. 


exclusively. | 


—— 


‘PHOENIX AND THE DOVE’ 
With Fay Compton, Lucie Mannheim 

Denys Blakelock : 
70 Mins, 

Wednesday, 9:20 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Margaret Kennedy, 
‘Constant Nymph,’ would have no 
squawk about radio’s fidelity in 
adaptation of her play, for it seemed 
scenery was only thing eliminated 
in the 70 minutes, leaving a mass of 
characters all very much in the 
same groove and plus a plot obscur- 
ity which never did get itself 
straightened out. One dimensional 
span of radio was given little 
thought. When the ear had done 
with deciphering it was certainly a 
tired ear. 

Piece turns loose a prankish Vien- 
nese danseuse to smear her libido~— 
in remarkably frank dialog—acrosg 
a good hour, Lucie Mannheim voiced 
as the Nietzschean proselyte. Fay 
Compton as the unsuspecting wife, 
although this was never clear, strug- 
gled gamely with hybrid dialog, 
wearying in the Nome stretch. 

‘Phoenix’ would never have got- 
ten by the film censor on its own; 
BBC endorsement evidently standing 
for something—or anything. 


authoress of 


‘RENDEZVOUS 
With Charles 

Ann Stevens 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Daily, 5:30 p.m. 
WEEI, Boston 

Here is a pleasing musical program 
that affords listeners an opportunity 
to escape the too-numerous sketches 
broadcast from other local stations 
in and around the same time. Also 
welcome to early diners, although 
only broadcast for 15 minutes. 

Interlude is well paced with band 
giving out when caught, with a 
waltz, ‘Gypsy Dreams’; a ballad, ‘Just 
Give Me Music in the Evening,’ and 
a rhythm number, ‘Mumbo Jumbo’— 
all done with excellent taste and a 
kind regard for melody, as written 
by their composers, instead of shoot- 
ing off on a tangent, with a deserv- 
ing bow to the arrangements. 

On the vocals, Ann Stevens showed 
her versatility with ‘Quereme Mucho’ 
in Spanish and later with ‘Shall I 
Compare You’ in English. Charlie 
Hector kept the band well enough in 
the background under the vocals to 
opportunity to really 


IN RHYTHM’ 
Hector’s Orchestra, 


The theme, ‘Strolling,’ was written 


by Hector. Announcer Art King kept 


the introductions crisp and appeal- 
ing. Paul, 


‘WEEKEND WHIMSY’ 
With Loulie Jean, Sylvia Marlowe, 


Brad Reynolds, 
Dinsmore orch. 


Rad Hall, Dick 





past two years wiil stand pat on 441 
lines and 30 frames per second in 
their report to Federal Communica- 
tions Commission at the hearing 
Thursday in Washington. 


Program has its points, but it 
might be well to remember there 
are still a lot of earthy people even 
in this town that likes to think it 
leans to High Things. Cord. 
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somewhat stiff as the lawyer-juve- 


rahe —— Farley at least ai. ax we te’ ae 
registered the character of the brash |, : : n- 
would-be heir. provement in program. There is, 


























do not} 


been | 





15 Mins, 

Sustaining 

Saturday, 9:30 a.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


Musical cream-puff sustainer is a 
fill-in for the hard-to-sell Saturday 
morning slate. It’s light and agree- 
able listening, presented in a kind 
of unpretentious banter, as implied 
in the ‘Weekend Whimsy’ title. Not 
unlike the ‘Lavender and New Lace’ 
series over the same WEAF-NBC 
network Sunday afternoons. 

‘Whimsy’ is skedded for 15 min- 
utes, but when caught recently 
it ran a half-hour, with a defi- 
nite break, apparently for  vari- 
ous stations of the hookup to drop 
off or pick up the stanza at the 15- 
minute mark. Regular talent in- 
cludes Loulie Jean, a dulcet warbler 
with a Southern accent and an in- 
fectious microphone style. Brad 
| Reynolds, a sentimental tenor bal- 
ladeer, is now a regular on the show, 
having replaced Kenny Gardiner. 
Sylvia Marlowe, combustible harps!l- 
chordist, guested in the chapter 
heard with a savory rendition of a 
Beethoven piece. 

Dick Dinsmore’s small orchestra 
achieves lively rhythm effects and 
| Rad Hal] reads the informal con- 
tinuity. Hobe. 











people prefer 


from listeners end, much confusion 
and shadow boxing. 
Gale page and John Beal turned! Another drawback is that partici- 
in one of the best shows of the series | pants—six in number— 
as guests on last Friday (14) night’s | seem to cover a sufficient age range. 
| edition of the ‘Campbell Playhouse.’|They sound mainly like younger 
| Script was Howard Teichman’s skill-| men and women, often advancing 
ful adaptation of May Edginton’s | ideas not thought through. Jaco. 
short story, ‘Purple and Fine Linen.’ . 
Miss Page had expressive shading 
and emphasis in the meatier of the U ; S bo Fil 
two leads, with John Beal giving a tica tation lies 
vigorous and expertly climaxed per- 
formance in a part offering less ; 
scope. Ted de Corsia provided a Utica, N. » March 18. 
couple of notable bits. Lyn Murray’s Midstate Radio Corp. has 
bridges and montage music were | chartered to conduct a general radio 
graphic. Incidentally, the elimina-| broadcasting business, with head- 
tion of the guest testimonial for : : : . 
Eamekal's oun was a bak. ter quarters in Utica. Authorized capi- 
marked, improvement in a program tal stock is $30,000, $100 par value. 
of this calibre. Directors, each holding one share, 
jare: Robert T. Jones, Montclair, 
Fred on, oe poms me ago had|N. Y.; Arthur Carter, Amsterdam: 
a question-of-the-week participant |! Dp . 
toss a verbal anti-New Deal Bee | eaten > SRG, ere Caeee 
cracker into the mike before the ak 
comedian could completely dampen Carter ig mayor of Amsterdam. 
it, narrowly escaped a second explo- Hobart L. Morris, of Utica, was filing 
sion last week when a Long Island | attorney. 
man, after telling why he read The a 
News, began to fire explanations as | 
to why he did not take The Mirror. | 
Allen cut in with ‘That’s not a mat- | 
ter for discussion here,’ and further 
stopped it with a pun on ‘mirror’ 
and ‘reflections.’ It was typical of 
Allen’s quick ad libbing. Subject un- 
der discussion was what department 
or feature made participants buy 
their favorite paper. “4 
Allen, who frequently needles the 
many vice-presidents in radio and 
advertising, on learning that one 
roundtabler was a Radio City ele- 
vator mechanic, asked if he wasn’t 
some kind of a v.p.—‘vice-president 
of wild Otis,’ for instance. When a 
woman commentator told the comic 
her program was sponsored by the 
State of Florida, he quipped that | 
‘Most comedians, especially Mr. 
Benny, are sponsored by the state of 
coma.’ 





Gulf-Screen Guild show was script- 
bound again “Stmday (16) night, bat ' 
had an unusually vivid musical 
score. Same atmosphere music was 
used for the lead-in and close of the 
dramatic portion of the program, but 
the musical bridging and ‘punctua- 
tion’ added notable emphasis. Adap- 
tation of ‘My Love Came Back’ was 
about as subtle as a brass band, so 
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Olivia de Havilland, Robert Young 
and Charles Winninger were able to 


supply nothing except advance list- 


JOHN 
ener draw. 
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_ | RADIO 37 
WHBB, Selma 1800 90 | 
Georgia— a bd 1 e eye © 
waar, Sueate a 6=— 0} S Mutual Rainb ittsburgn an timore ation 
Mil, acon 1240 
WDA K, West Point 1310 1340 OW 
réansas— —___ “ = 
KWFC, Hot Springs 1310 1340 | —_—uus  ontinued from page 2: . ‘ a 
GHI, e Roc 20K 1230 . 
KOTN, Pine Bluff 1500 1499 | FCC green light last week to trans- 
Louisiana— fer to 980 kc. with 5,000 watts power | VISIO 
WNOE, N 50 | : . pis 
MOVES NOE, New Orleang 14201480 | day and 1,000 night. 
WDEF, Chattanooga CP 1370 1400| Denver: KFEL pushes | NL 
: ‘ up to 5,000 | 
WBIR, Knoxville CP 1210 1240 } P 
WMPSs, Memphi 430 jagu | {70M 1,000 next week and gets full | ‘4 ™ . > tte » . 
WSIX, Nashville 1210 1240 | time. KVOD is blue with 1,000 watts When KQV becomes the Pitts-) watts on 1270 k.c. WBAL, set for 
WMI. “Achi |on 630. KFEL has 930 ke. ans burgh outlet for the NBC-blue this | 50,000 watts, will replace WFBR as 
c Po ° . ae ° ‘ . , tica , oY ; > . : 
WOME. Ashland yt 1340 | ; ; fall, advertisers will be permitted to’ red franchise holder in that own. 
ni ~ a 26 450 Oklahoma City: On April 27 Mu-/' use this station along with WWVA, hee 
Some 146 stations of the 177 that | WJW. Akron 1210 1249 , tual switches from KTOK to KOCY |! Wheeling, at a combination rate | ’ 
l wHRC cy . - , nage Confirmed in Pittsburgh 
make up the network of the Mutual | Wap + Canton | 1300 4 for first full time outlet in this 48th equal to what they have been pay- | Pittsh nM 
: | conan énpaisomen = Oly ‘ Peps 2 » ENA ni ' : ittsburgh, Marc 
change frequencies Saturday, March | WPAY, Portsmouth 1370 1400 | Us S. market. KTOK keeps blue ex-! ing for KDKA, namely, $480 a a ee chat rear" a = t 
99. when the order for the realloca- wares - Steubenville 1310 1340) clusively. Both are 250 watters. night-time hour. KQV’s network! . Pj 1 tae f pe N sf 7; a - 
. diana— eee f 9 : 7 in ttsburgh after Nov will be 
; : ; | WIBC, Indianapolis 1050 1070; Cincinnati: MBS has WKRC, 1,000 rate will be $240 an hour and poy oe. Meee * 
ten fe pie ceenggaraes all Ameri- | worc. New Albany 1370 1400 watter night, 5,000 watts day on 550 WWVA's, $325 an hour. WCAE, te — ella Mg sip age eens 
can broadcasting stations becomes| Jllinols= one sien | be ; Pittsburgh, which has refused a oct seg since it had been under- 
s J . Rockfor 0 : $ , ' . , stooc xr months at indie stat 
effective. WHBF, Rock Island 1240 1274! Los Angeles: MBS has Don Lee franchise on the blue after losing its | Wwyow onths that indie station 
Sst Fhe ta flagship K a " NBC-red siecle be WWSwW had inside track. Shift comes 
The switchovers are as rollows: WDSM_ Superior 1200 3239 flagship KHJ with 5,000 watts day | Nbt-red  netwot connection 10} in a realignment that gives red to 
STATION OLD NEW | _ lowa— and 1,000 watts night on 900 ke. Blue KDKA, will become an affiliate of pKA and Mutual to WCAE. cur- 
Connecticut— | KMA, Shenandoah 930 960 has KECA in L. A. 5,000 watts day, ; the Mutual Network. . ec 
WHT Hartford 1200 1230 | ..Minnesota— > ’ rent red outlet. Hearst cutfit had 
WELI, New Haven 930 ge9 | KATE, Albert Lea 1420 1450 | 1,000 night on 780 kc. | KQV, which operates at 1,000. been offered the blue but turned it 
WNLG, New London 100 1490 | KGDE, Fergus Falls 1200 1230' San Francisco: MBS has KFRC_ watts on 1380 k.c., is slated, accord- | , saaake aus. 4 RC 
WATR Waterbur 200 132 | WLOL, Minneapolis 1300 1330 ; apes : 7 5 down, result of peeve at NBC for 
ities ’ ‘i "| KVOX, Moorhead 1310 1340 | 5,000 watts on 610. Blue has KGO | ing to NBC, to move to 940 k.c. | taking away the red and transferring 
WRDO, Augusta 1370 1400 | wag Sa ‘chp 1200 1230 | 7,500 watts on 790 ke. |and obtain a boost in power. The | jt to Westinghouse-owned KDKA 
cou »wis ° o Miss — ° oc ns . , ‘ . : . _— 
bas tl mt non ane 1240 | KWOS, Jefferson City 1310 1340 | Boston: It is expected that by June, combination rate for KQV and Belief that WWSW would get the 
WAAB, Boston 1410 1440 | Lh a City 1530 1590 | 1942, WNAC, Boston, WEAN, Provi-| WWVA will apply for advertisers | blue was predicated on granting of 
“WSAR, Fall River 1450 3400 | ae ene SY oe 880} dence, and WICC, Bridgeport, will | until th d of their contract 10r er to indi ; r 
wer Eee zs reed jaia | KWK, St. Louis 1350 1380 | » & , a , unti e end of their contract. more power to indie outfit by FCC. 
WLLH, Lowell 1370 1400 | ,. Nebraska— |go full time MBS. WMEX has the | Weber At NBC - — 
WNBH, New Bedford 1310 1340 | tl gg ted ion blue. Blue will probably have new | w . *| 
WBRK, Pittsfield 1310 1340 =e one 6 “| Providence-Pawtucket station, WFCL | CBM, which last week signa- T Teas 
VSPR, Springtiel 140--CP 12 27 North Dakota— hase ee Seeeeen , lite’ é 5 
WEPR. Springfield IMO—CP 10403270) DRY Bovis Lake 1210 saint | tured a contract to become the blue’s Warren Williamson Heads 
WLNGS. Laconia 1310 1310 | Gcu' Mandan be aa tone | | Baltimore affiliate this fall, will in| Qhio Broadcasters Assn 
the sls ae 1 » slat - ~é ‘ | . x e 
WEAN. Providence 780 790 | KLPM, Mino 1360 1390 S orts ‘Info Please’ | the meantime attempt to get a boost , 4 
Vermont | _ South Dakota— : ; lof power from its present 250 watts | Youngstown, ©., Marcu 18. 
WSYB, Rutland 1500 1490 | Aberdeen 1390 1420 |on 1370 k.c. Present at the signing | Warren Williamson, general mane 
New York an eeen } : Ber — . Ss S|, : r » . 
WARY, Albany 1370 1400 | ROGE, CoReyvilte 1010 690 Worcester. March 18. |at NBC headquarters was Fred ager of WKBN, has been elected 
WNRF. Binghamton 1 1490 | KTSW, Emporia 1370 1400 ; » Marck *. | Web M a _ | president of the Ohio Association of 
WENY. Elmira 1200 1230 | KGVB, Great Bend 1370 1400! WTAG will debut sports quiz, pat- | Weber, utual’s general ONOEEY, | Eo tesateve whieh sant tm Celene 
WSAY, Rochester 1210 12490 | KSAL, Salina 112 1150) terned after ‘Information, Please.’| John Elmer, of WCBM, had invited | : ; ; age 
‘oe tl agen KFBI, Wichita 1050 1070 | A ’ oat, ide , ~ | bus last week. George Young, as- 
WILM, Wilmington 1420 et win saga | LUeSday night at 7 for a 30-minute | Weber over to certify the deal by | cictant to the vice president of the 
WEST Keston 1200 1400 | KOME, Tulsa , 1310 1349 | Stint. Local sports editors Roy | giving WCBM a release from a coh-| Fort Industry Co., Toledo, was 
Bf cnsto 9° ‘ ae Ey ¢ | * © . . 
reRG Harris > ae Texas— Mumpion and Edward Scannell and | tract that bound that station to Mu- | ¢ ary- 
WKBO. Harrisburg 1200 1230} sEDA. Amarillo 1200 1210 | . ‘ | elected secretary-treasurer, succeed- 
WAZL. Hasieton 1420 1450 KNOW. Austin 1500 4400; ! Banx will comprise the trio tual. Weber had meanwhile ob- | ing B. Alvin Manring, Columbus, 
1AL, ancas +) ¢ conan” * “es , a | . $ $ ; o13 s s | 
ant pa 1290 1°70 XBST, Big Spring 1500 1490 ; answering. Chief Announcer Holly tained an affiliation binder from | who becomes executive secretary. 
WARM, Scranton CP1370 1400 dr — esth es od Wright will essay the Fadiman role.| WFBR, which like WCAE had re- | Dorothy Lewis of the National Ase 
WBAX, Wilkes Bs 1216 1340 | KXYZ, Houston 1440 1470 | Program is sponsored by George F. | fused to exchange its red release for | sociation of Broadcasters spoke on 
District of Columbia— i Pa a foe 1220 1250 | Blake, Inc, the blue. WFBR operates at 5,000 | children’s programs. 
WOL, Washington 1230 1900 | SORT, San Angele th 5600 | 
Maryland KABC, San Antonio 1420 1450 | + 
WRAL, Haltimore 1060 90 | Saco Suermes = = 
WCBM, Baltimore 1370 3400 | STEN. Tempio 1370 1400 : 
WJEJ, Hagerstown 1210 1240 | K¢ MC, Texarkana 1420 1450 
North Carolina— WACO, Waco 1420 1450 d 
WSOC, Charlotte 1210 1240 | ae eslaco 1260 1290 ee: 
WRAL, Raleigh 1210 19101 eaes a, re 
. eee ie ‘ = | KFEL, Denver 920 50 ONC 
a oe $310 1340 | KEXJ, Grand Junction 1200 1230 ie es 
WMRC, Greenville 1500 1490 | a hen Greeley 880 910 ee 
Virginia lwrro es Beier 
WBTM, Danville 1370 1400 | Sate en — Lad dé 7 ‘wa 4 7 
WLVA, Lynchburg 1200 1230 | kovo’ Prove 1210 saa ; ee 
WGH, Newport News 1310 1340 | Wwryoming- es & 
bag con gpa 1500 1490 | KYAN, Cheyenne 1270 1400 : : 
WSGN, Birmingham 1310 1340 | wet tates 1260 1290 
WMSL, Decatur 1370 1400 | KIEM Eureka 1450 1480 
wink — bn be ne | KMYC, Marysville 1420 1450 ° . 
‘ , MODIUC a 2 | KYOS, Merced 1040 1080 Th d tis § R ] N t € 
| KDON, Monterey 1210 1240 ese a vertl er use e ona e wor 
KVCV, Redding 1200 1230 
KTKC, Visalia 890 920 . ‘“ . aids 
KPMC. Bakersfield 1580 1410 0 d t C | h Pp f 
EXO. EI Centro 1500 1400 roadcasting Via LOlUMDIa-Facitic ... 
‘ KHJ. Los Angeles 900 930 
KFXM, San Bernardino 1210 1240 
KGB, San Diego 1330 1360 ’ 
RVC. San Latin Obiapo 350190 now the West's most POPULAR network 
| KVOE, Santa Ana 1500 1490 
| KDB, Santa Barbara 1500 1490 
Hawali— 
oy er 7 | KHBC, Hilo 1200 1230 . 
Alaska— See 
} 
Va | KGBU, Ketchikan 800 930 POSTUM.,. 
A A Oregon— 
i "7 | KWIL, Albany CP 1210 1240 
Y KORE, Eugene 1420 1450) 
NY | KFJI, Klamath Falls 1210 1240 
< KOOS, Marshfield 121) 1230) 
KALE, Portland 1300 1330 
KRNR, Roseburg 1500 1490 
| Washington— 
| KXRO, Aberdeen 1310 1340 | 
| KVOS, Bellingham 1260 1230 
| KELA, Centralia 1440 1470 | 
| KRKO,. Everett 1370 140%) 
| KWLK, Longview 1370 1400 BEVERAGE—Columbio Pacitie— 
| KGY, Olympia 1210 1240 400 to 415 pm Mon trough 
| KOL, Seattle 1270 1300 
KMO, Tacoma 1330 1360 
KPQ, Wenatchee 1500 14 
KIT, Yakima 1250 1280 
Ou IN THE US. ARMY BUT | 
D{ REC 1 Ol 4 Boston, March 18. GELATINE —Columt's Californio— 
‘Once a radio announcer, always eae ager Rt Ae RY 
| one,’ pursued Private Eugene Zack, 
|formerly with WMAS and WSPR 
T T 9 - : ’ 
W ell ! Well ! Here S | Springfield, when he was called upon 
(14) to handle ‘Fort 


Jeanie with your favorite 
color in hair. WBIG’s 
musical director, com- 
poser, organist, pianist 
and director of the cele- 


brated WBIG Ensemble. 


Her weakness: Swing. 
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More people make more S 
produets, earn more fe f 
wages, and get more for ‘ 
their crops in WBIG's fe 
Magic Circle of fifty hd 
miles, than any other 
like area in the south- EDNEY 
east, 
(FON RIDGE 
Celumbia Broadcasting DIRECTOR 
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j customers will 


Party’ from the Ayer cantonment via 
WAAB-Colonial net 

The previous week’s (7) 
Kern, spieler on WTIC, Hartford, be- 
fore being drafted. 





Two Remotes From Aud 


Same Night in Kaycee 
Kansas City, March 18. 

The municipal auditorium here 
will be the scene of two competing 
network shows evening of Tuesday, 
March 25. Dr. Quiz brings his set-up 
in to broadcast for Velvet from the 
arena of the auditorium where 
15,000 gratis customers will be the 
audience. This shot goes out over 
KMBC and the CBS net from 8:30 to 
9 p.m. 

Annual food fair will be going on 
in the exhibition hall downstairs 
concurrently, and Uncle Walter's 
Doghouse, for Raleigh, is skedded to 
be originated there at 9:30 p.m. same 
night via WDAF and NBC Red. Ex- 
| hibition hall show will be at a gate 
| of 35c for which approximately 2,000 
| pay. 





Devens Radio 


assign- | 
ment went to Private Robert ‘Bruce’ | 
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COLUMBIA PACIFIC NETWORK 


A DIVISION OF THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


PALACE HOTEL, SAN FRANCISCO * COLUMBIA SQUARE, LOS ANGELES 








Next time YOU have to cover the Coast... buy the best in Western radio... 
Columbia-Pacific...First with ADVERTISERS, because first with AUDIENCES” 


























OT Meet Oot tenes 





. 
. 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 19, 191) 





From The Production Centres 
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IN NEW YOR CITY... 


> 644444- 


Helen Goudis doing the Genung department store program with Peggy 
Gould over WFAS, White Plains, during Helen Larnon’'s vacation in Ari- 
zona....‘Columbia Workshop’ presentation of ‘The Congo’ and ‘The Crea- 
tion’ moved back a week to March 30....Paul Rafael sold another script 
for ‘Grand Central Station’....Ward Wheelock, back from the Coast by 
plane, ill with flu, but sticking on the job Fulton Lewis, Jr., back from 
lecture tour of the eastern states, leaves soon on a jaunt through the mid- 
west. 


Old Gold cigarets take over sponsorship of the ‘Old Fashioned Favorites 


five-minute series Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings, starting 
March 31....Alka-Seltzer will begin bankrolling the five-minute mid- 
afternoon news period on WABC locally six days a week....Four Club- 


men, the Columbia Concert Orch and the Golden Gate Quartet will take 
over the 5:30-5:45 p.m daily spot on CBS, sharing the assignment on dif- 
ferent days....‘Prof. Quiz,’ set to move from Tuesday night to Thursday 
night for the March 27 show, is now slated to go back to the Tuesday spot 
with the April 1 stanza....Libby-Owens-Ford is dropping ‘Design for 
Happiness’ and Mennen is giving up the Col. Stoopnagle series from CBS 
Sunday afternoons....no replacements have been set. 

Morgan Farley joined cast of ‘Against the Storm’....James McCallion 
added to ‘Lone Journey’....Fred Barron now in ‘This Small Town’.... 
Norman Thomas started Sunday afternoon series of talks over WHN for 
The Call weekly....Maxine Keith, femme commentator on WINS, playing 
women’s editor on ‘Copy Desk’ while Betty Marks visits Chicago.... 
‘Western Nell’ doing sagebrush song series on WINS Sunday evenings. 

Niles Trammell back at his desk at NBC....Dr. Charles Courboin now 
does his NBC organalogs from Radio City instead of Academy of Arts 


and Sciences....His theme song, ‘Belgian Mothers Song,’ under consid- | 


eration by BMI for publication....Paul Kesten, CBS veepee, away on 
vacation for a month....Paul McGhee of Adult Education Division, hosted 


a luncheon meeting last week to mull ways and means for New York Uni- | 


versity to use radio to publicize itself....Arch Oboler got a column in 
Time magazine last week and didn’t relish it....to his cow has been added 
a goat by NBC’s Bill Miller, who operates a farm in Jersey. 

C. W. Myers, of KOIN, Portland, one of the longest-trippers in New 
York for the N. A. B. pow-wow on radio-ASCAP settlement. ...Abe Schech- 
ter has traffic-stopping window display on Fifth avenue for his new book, 
‘I Live On Air’....Eddie Cantor now in New York for a spell....Jack 
Runyan, new radio director of Ted Bates agency in from Hollywood, has 
a flossy Park avenue sub-lease, but hopes neither N. Y. or L. A. will 
misunderstand. 


John T. W. Martin, radio writer, hospitalized for minor operation to his 
ankle, injured several years ago in a taxi accident....he’ll be wearing a 
cast for some weeks....‘Wheatena Playhouse’ goes off the air March 28 
with the end of its present drama ‘Of Human Bondage’....with the bow- 
out of that and ‘Mandrake the Magician,’ Carlo DeAngelo will be directing 
only four programs, including three serials....Norman Corwin will give a 
preview of his new opera collaboration with Earl Robinson as one of the 
programs on his ‘26 by Corwin’ series in the ‘Columbia Workshop’ spot. 

Sam Weisbord, of the William Morris radio department, vacationing at 
Miami Beach...William Ramsey, Procter & Gamble radio director, due 
back this week from Florida vacation. ..‘Russell Bennett's Notebook’ mu- 
sical series returning to WOR-Mutual next Sunday (23) night, replacing 


the Szigeti concerto series...Winston Ross, brother of Lanny Ross, sings | 


-and is m.c. on ‘British Brevities’ via WWRL, Monday nights...he uses the 
name John Swinburn. 

| *Vox Pop’ will quiz this week (20) a group of CBS announcers, including 

| David Ross, Kenneth Roberts, Mel Allen and Dan Seymour. 

‘Life Can Be Beautiful,” ‘Truth or Consequences’ and ‘The O’Neills,’ 
Compton agency shows formerly supervised by Storrs Haynes, now handled 
by Hal James, Gilbert Ralston and George Brengel, respectively. ..Haynes 

| has been upped to script editor for the agency...John House has taken 
over supervision of the spot shows formerly had...Wythe Williams re- 
newed on 99 Mutual stations by American Safety razor. 

Raymond Massey, currently in ‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ with Katharine 
Cornell at the Shubert, N. Y., flew to Montreal over the weekend for a 
‘Theatre of Freedom’ broadcast over CBC...Alvin Josephy, of WOR, 
scripted ‘Did You Ever See the Boys Leave?’, which Peggy Wood will read 
on a special benefit broadcast Sunday (23) over WOR-Mutual...Piece is 
based on a recent incident in Josephy's own life. 

| New regulars on yetwork serials:. Burford Hampdon in ‘The O'’Neills’... 
Vivian Fridell, Joh Hodiak, Karl Weber in ‘Guiding Light’...Ed Prentiss 
in ‘Right to Happiness’... Audrey Eagan, Catherine Raht and Fred Barron 
in ‘This Small Town.’ 

Gwen Williams and Jimmy Blair are vocalists and Dick Dudley is m.c. 
on ‘Who's Blue?’, new early morning variety series Mondays through Fri- 
days on WJZ-NBC, replacing four alternating shows, Irving Miller orch, 


Al and Lee Reiser, Ray Perkins and Dick Leibert...‘City Desk’ is now | 


scripted on a speculative basis by several different writers. ..Dick Powell 


flying in from the Coast for Friday (21) night’s ‘Campbell Playhouse’ and | 


will fly back agaim right afterward...Elmer Davis back this week from 
midwest lecture tour. 


| Frederick Jagel, Met Opera tenor, guests Saturday (22) on ‘Song of | 


Your Life’...Walter Compton and Lyle Talbot guest Sunday (23) on ‘Be- 
hind the Mike,’ and Boake Carter and Patti Pickens appear the same night 
on ‘Double or Nothing’...Sydney Moseley, WMCA news commentator, is 
writing a book about his impressions of American radio...Liveright to 
publish. 


IN CHICAGO... 


Sherman Marks and Malcolm Meacham added to ‘Romance of Helen 
Trent’...Bob Strong orch, with ‘Uncle Walter’s Dog House’ show, booked 
for a string of still dates during March...Noel Gerson, WGN Talent Divi- 
sion chief, off on a vacation...Anne Nichols, writer of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ 
in town for possible radio set-up...Hellen Van Tuyi added to cast of ‘Right 
to Happiness’...Dick Post chatting on the announcing profesh to the gather- 
ing of the Annual Vocational Conference later this month.,..Sid Strotz 
back to N. Y. after NBC program confabs last week...Les Mitchell takes 
/over as producer of the ‘Stepmother,’ daytime strip on Columbia, with 
former producer Charles Penman sticking to job as actor in the script... 
Alice Goodkin added to ‘Romance of Helen Trent’ and ‘Bachelor's Chil- 
dren...Joe Flannery now with ‘Scattergood Baines,’ taking part formerly 
played by Cornelius Peeples...Neil Conklin understood returning to artists 
| rep field on his own shortly. 


| 
| 


_———— 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Latest winner on Bennie Walker’s Homestead Amateur Hour, 21-year-old 
contralto, Evelyn Tovey, makes her professional radio debut with Glenn 


Hurlburt and his Little Brass Band over KGO this week as a KGO-KPO | months. 


staff artist...Continuity editor Paul West of KSFO is authoring a book on 


WEIL CONTRACT 
UNIQUE IN 
UNIONISM 


, Philadelphia, March 18. 
One of the most liberal labo; 
tracts in the radio industry hag 
| been signed by WFIL and Local 
28, American Communications Asso. 
ciation (CIO). Termer, executed for 
three years, provides that any engi- 
/neer who shall enlist or be drafted 
in Government service shall get the 
difference between his regular salary 
'for one month and his Government 
| pay for one month for each year he 
is in the company’s employ. In ad- 
dition, his job shall remain open un- 
til he is discharged from the service 
ta ’ 
and he shall get credit for his sen. 
ority during his leave. 

A clause, believed to be unique in 
labor contracts, provides that should 
one of the company’s employees find 
it desirable to take a year’s leave of 
absence for union activity, his job 
should remain open for his return 
with the same seniority as when he 
left. 

In. addition the company granted a 
flat 10% wage increase with periodic 
six-month raises, time-and-a-half for 
overtime, a closed shop and hiring 
through the union. Severance pay 
shall be granted in accordance with 
a scale varying from one week for 
six months’ service to 12 weeks for 
10 years’ service or over. In event 
of death severance, pay is payable 
to the employee's beneiiciary. 

The contract further provides in 
the event of illness, employees will 
be paid for a period of six weeks, 
and their jobs be kept open for six 
There is a provision for 
| vacations, a 10% bonus for night 





COne 








. ° . ® : ° | r rir . jage sce > ’ ing ¢ 
practical radio writing soon to be published under the title, ‘It’s a Living’... | work, and a wage scale beginning at 


| Dick Aurandt, KSFO musical director, is conducting the intermission music 
| at the Curran theatre during the run of William Saroyan’s prize-winning 
play, ‘The Time of Your Life’...Joe Hernandez is covering the Bay 
Meadows races for KYA listeners, using a transcription of his eye-witness 
account of the races in conjunction with his evening commentary...Don 
Billings assists Hernandez. 
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OLDEST RADIO QUIZ? 


Frisco Thinks It’s Prof. Puzzlewit— 
Starting Fifth Year 


SALES ASSIGNMENTS 
SET BY DUNVILLE 


Cincinnati, March 18. 

In expanding WLW's field sales 
activity, Robert E. Dunville, general 
sales manager of Crosley stations, 
this week assigned Bill Robinson to 
territory stretching east to Pitts- 
burgh and north to Detroit, and 
|placed Harry Mason Smith, new sales| Sunday, April 6, with the original 
manager of the 50,000 watter, in | star, and 
|charge of territory south and west | 











San Francisco, March 18. 
Believed to be the oldest quiz show 
under one continuous 
in the United States, ‘Professor 
Puzzlewit’ begins its fifth year on 


sponsorship 


announcer producer still 


|of Cincy. For the past year Robin- doing the weekly half-hour broad- 
son conducted the field work alone.| casts for the Gallenkamp Stores 
Ewald Kockritz joined the Crosley | Company, shoe distributors. Same 


staff Monday (17) as assistant to Wil- 
liam H. Oldham, director of station 
promotion and market research. 
During the past four years Kockritz 
was with KTHS, Hot Springs, Ark., 
serving as program director. 


still handling the account and Hassel 
W. Smith continues as account exec- 
utive. 

‘Puzzlewit’ is Larry Keating, KGO- 





KPO staff mikeman and emcee, and | 


the alr over the coast NBC-Red web | 


agency, Long Advertising Service, is | 


| $53 a week to $75 after eleven years’ 
service. No employee will be re- 
quired to pass a picket line. 

The contract was signed by Samuel 
R. Rosenbaum, WFIL prexy; Roger 
Clipp, general manager, and Arnold 
Nygren, chief engineer. For the 
union: Saul C. Waldbaum, counsel; 
Louis E. Littlejohn, president, and 
Edgar Darlington, financial 
tary. Both are employed by WFIL. 


secre- 





Draft Depletes WEBR 


Buffalo, March 18. 

Draft has hit hardest here at 
WEBR. Three of staff has said adieu 
and a fourth is tentatively packing 
his bags. 

Roy Black, copy staff head, has 
been called back into Navy training. 
Engineer Ralph Jankowsky has been 
sent to Ft. Jackson, S. C., and Riche 
ard Slosson, of Whilom piano serie4 
is at Camp Stewart, Ga. 

Spieler Harold Kolb has been 
called up for his second physical, 








MERGED HILLBILLIES 
Boston, March 18. 
Three hillbilly programs pre- 


In two months, Dunville an- 
nounced, his assistant, Eldon Parks, 
| will be transferred to the WLW 
| division at Transamerican in New 
| York. 


| 
KEYS Start Is Delayed 


Corpus Christi, Tex., March 18. 
Originally scheduled to take to} 
the air here Thursday (6) station | 
KEYS opening was delayed for sev- 
|eral days until Saturday (8) pend- 
| ing arrival of final papers from the 





} 


former Broadway legit player. Ber-| viously heard on WBZ at different 
ton Bennett {s the program’s an- | times of the day were combined 





Federal Communications Commis- 
sion. Station has signed both 
| ASCAP and BMI. . 


Charles W. Rossi, co-owner of the 
station, will manage the station with 
| Bill Hughes as advertising director, 
| Chief engineer is H. B. Lockhart with 
|T. C. Shuler and J. H. Steager as as- 
| sistants. Jose Gonzales will handle 
Latin-American programs for the 
station. 

Station plans no formal dedication 
| broadcast as present studios are 
| temporary. 


TED GATES’ KROD SHOW 
El Paso, Texas, March 18. 
Seven Up Bottling Co., here is 
| Sponsoringy the Spelling Bee over 
| KROD each week for a half hour. 
Contestants include teams from the 
| different elementary grades of the 
| schools here. : 
| ‘Professor Ichabod Gates’ is Ted 
| Gates, who recently joined the KROD 
staff as program director coming 














from KMPC, Hollywood. 





nouncer and Arnold Marquis, the 
producer. In four years the program 
has never missed a performance, 





Howard Barrett, general manager 
of KRBC, Abilene, Texas, and super- 
visor of KGKL, San Angelo, and 
KBST, Big Spring, ts ill and not ex- 
pected to return to work for several 
more weeks. 


| 





into 55 minutes of western mu- 
sic and homespun melodies starting 
at 6 am., to hit early risers and 
rural sections. Jack Dalton is master 
of ceremonies. Others are Georgia 
Mae, yodeling cowgirl; Tony and 
Juanita, harmony duo. 

According to W. C. Swartley, WBZ 
general manager, 55-minute progran 
will not be sold as one unit, but 
broken up. 
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By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU 


MORE 


LAUGHTER JEARS sno [{EART-THROBS 


Presented by Ivory Soap: 99** 109° 


| LISTEN TWICE DAILY 





pure 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EST 


| IN se 


WABC—5: 15-5:30—CBS 
COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 
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NAB. Names Conferees With ASCAP Mtivaukee Journal! sees Wisconsin Fines Against ASCAP 


Big ‘Defeat’ for ASCAP 








Board of directors of the National Association of Broadcasters, which | 
opened a special meeting in New York on Monday (17), yesterday after- | 


raedmy cvccies nin Benefit for All Music Total $35,250; Buck Had $24,000 


committee (of eight) to discuss the basis of new licensing agreements for | Milwaukee, March 18. } (’ h An 2S ° L Fy 
n Lash Anticipating Lower Figure 
om incisaaiaaaiiabaiaaai 


the broadcasting industry. This parley is set for today (Wednesday). | Brief as was the Federal court pro- 
Committee’s roster consists of Neville Miller, NAB prez; Niles Tram- | ceeding in the Government's anti- 
mell, NBC prez; Edward Klauber, CBS executive v.p.; Theodore C. | trust hearing of last week against 
Mercer Finally Shows Up. 
hones | ing tapped for $35,250 in fines when 
Milwaukee, March 18. | they had expected to pay only $24,- 


Streibert, WOR, New York, and a Mutual v.p.; Edwin Craig, WSM, Nash- ASCAP—it took i =; 
ville; Walter J. Damm, WTMJ, Milwaukee; John Elmer, WCBM, Balti- | = cae oo pees 

Johnny Mercer expected to fly | 000 in settlement of the Govern- 
here from Hollywood for the ment’s anti-trust suit, the American 


more; Mark Ethridge, WHAS, Louisville; John J. Gillen, WOW, Omaha: | provided the newspapers here with 

Harold Hough, WBAP, Fort Worth; Herbert Hollister, KANS, Wichita;;™@"Y columns of copy, including 

Paul W. Morency, WTIC, Hartford; Samuel Rosenbaum, WFIL, Phila- | pictures. It also produced a lengthy 

delphia; John Shepard, 3d, Yankee Network; and William West, WTMV, editorial in the Milwaukee Journal | 
ae P ‘ : g Society of Composers, Authors and 
Government's anti-trust suit Publishers paid 0 cheerfully Thurs- 
against ASCAP, but had to take day (13), then left this town and this 
a train which was late getting state apparently relieved that it was 

into Chicago. 


East St. Louis, Il. (BMI) hailing the proceeding as ‘A 
Finally he got to all over, with the way paved for 
Milwaukee 


| Victory for All Music,’ with ‘the 
high and mighty attitude adopted by | 
md wid 6 tent peace with broadcasters. The Wis- 
‘ : consin action was supplemental to 
driver to rush him to the court- 











Milwaukee, March 18. 
While they got no cash bargain, be- 














e . . ‘ x 
isconsin gis ators Rac eteer | ASCAP bringing that organization 
| down to a stunning defeat.’ 
ASCAP’s civil consent stipulation of 
| house. He got lost in the big some weeks ago in New York City. 
ASCAP now enters upon a course of | building and finally asked some- 
‘ . + reasoned cooperation, it ought to be were present in person in the crowd- 
ove to orce e ation possible shortly to have the total ed Federal courtroom when Judge F. 
Si : eral court. He was in the wrong Ryan Duffy, former a3. S. senator and 
more under conditions of justice to| building. Finally found Judge 
a - everybody. | Duffy i ted the defendants’ plea for 
“ y in a deserted courtroom accepted ¢t e pone 
Madison, Wis., March 18. M L ’ ° ’ ‘And there should be even greater 
rs. Logan’s Will OK'd 


» i; nolo contendere ‘(I do not wish to 
After bitter denunciation of the 


| “The result of all this ought to be | 
er ars erms at e good for music and for the listening | 
9 public,’ opined the newspaper. ‘If, 
; Leading figures in the music world 
one to direct him to the Fed- 
body of our music available once) 
long regarded as hostile to ASCAP, 
and told who he was. 








F progress in the creation of good ‘ contend), then assessed the fines as 
American Society of Composers, Au- music.’ A plea of nolo contendere was follows: 
thors and Publishers on the floor of | entered in your behalf about | ASCAP ......cccccccceeseee $5,000 
the state senate Wed. (12), the Des Moines, March 18. | two hours ago,’ said the judge. GONG BME ..cocccesccccscccces 2,080 
legislators unanimously passed a bill| A jury has returned a verdict le- ‘What did I get?’ asked Mer- E. C. Mills....... e eeccccccees 1,500 
for stricter enforcement of the Wis-| galizing the will which Virginia : John G. Paine....... habia 1,500 
consin law licensing ASCAP and) Knight Logan, 92, former opera. cer. 23 Directors at $500.......... 11,500 


collecting 25% of its receipts in the 
state. Constitutionality of the 
licensing law was recently upheld 





singer, made only 10 days before her 
death in Oskaloosa, Ia., on Nov. 27, 


FEWER STATE 


‘The same as the other defend- 
ants,’ replied the judge, ‘a $500 


19 Corporate members at $750 14,250 


RR re rer ee $35,250 


aiie im Wedeoe 1940. fine’ 
by a — ne hon hanna sin Eliminating a will drawn in 1935, ‘Has it been paid?’ When Gene Buck stepped up to the 
CONE} SS ee oe ees “| the latest one divides Mrs. Logan's ; R clerk’s desk to pay up, he laid down 
forcement legislation makes it man- It has. 24 $1,000 bills (the amount they had 


estate, estimated at about $50,000, 


ACTIONS 


datory upon the Secretary of State < Stee i] ; com an cule Gest wine a cael 
$i he between the Oskaloosa Women's cer smiled wanly, then, expected to se r) plus a 
to investigate all suspected or re- | : s : for $10,500. ion ae Gis anata 
violations of the law for | Club and her legal heirs. The 1935 leaving he murmured, ‘Jeepers Th 


ported 
prompt prosecution. 

Sen. John Cashman, of Denmark, 
Wis., sponsor of this newest bit of 
anti-ASCAP legislation, charged 
that the society’s ‘sleuthing system 
has degenerated into a racket,’ and 
that ‘its agents go snooping into tav- 
erns and amusement places, buy a 
glass of beer and then ask that a 
certain copyrighted mumber  b 


o 





| 
| 


will, nullified by the verdict, had 
given to the town of Oskaloosa for a 
music shrine Mrs. Logan’s home 
where her composer-son, the late 
Frederick Knight Logan, wrote some 
of his best known songs. 


Mutual Directors 











|last week put an end to the legal 
skirmishing between the Federal 
| government and ASCAP. The So- 
| ciety’s next appearance before the 
bar will be sometime within the next 
three weeks when it argues the ap- 





| Settlement of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Justice’s case in Milwaukee 


creepers I’m even late for my 
Own conviction.’ 


Sunday | Legit 
~ Impedes PMM’s 














there had been an error in compu- 
tation, one corporate member having 
been omitted, so Robert A. Hess, 
the Wisconsin counsel for ASCAP, 
kicked in wiih the $750 the pot was 
shy. 

When Judge Duffy accepted the 





plea of nolo contendere entered by 
ASCAP’s chief counsel, Charles 
Poletti, lieutenant governor of New 
York, he (the judge) apparently con- 


played. We want to regulate these peal on the Florida anti-ASCAP sidered that he was giving ASCAP a 
tail Tenge | statute. The U. S. Supreme Court break, announcing that he was mak- 


racketeers has been taking $400,000 
a year out of the state in fees, and 
the great law department of the 
state of Wisconsin apparently is 
afraid of this outfit that has been 
running riot.’ 

Sen. Jess Peters of Hartford de- 
clared much of the money paid to 
ASCAP actually went to racketeers 
instead of to authors and composers. 
He estimated enforcement of the 
law would bring in at least $100,000 
a year in state revenue. 


‘I''m for any legislation that will 





cut off at least five or six legs from | 


this octopus 
clared Peters. 


called ASCAP,’ de- | 
| 


‘This organization has prostituted | 


a movement which has some merit 
to it,’ asserted Sen. Gustave W. 
Buchen, of Sheboygan, adding his 
voice to the chorus of denunciation. 
‘Paying song writers for their com- 
positions is O.K., buta good move- 
ment has fallen into 
racketeers and very little of the 
money collected, if any, gets to the 
original composer.’ 

No one spoke against the Cash- 
man bill, and, after it had been en- 
grossed by a voice vote, the rules 
were suspended and the measure 
was passed. 





the hands of | 


| 
| 


Meet Fri. (21) For 
ASCAP Parley 





Stockholder stations of the Mutual | 


Network are meeting in New York 
Friday (21) to discuss recommenda- 
tions for a form of contract which 
the web should propose in its nego- 
tiations with ASCAP. 

What talk there has been so far 
between Mutual 
have been general in nature, but at 
no time have they involved actual 
terms or conditions. 


11TH N.A.B. ZONE IN 
PRAISE OF BMI WORK 


Minneapolis, March 18. 
With an attendance of 44 repre- 
senting 21 radio stations, the 11th 
District of the National Association 
of Broadcasters, meeting here, unan- 


reps and ASCAP | 


| will do the listening. 


| One thing that ASCAP expects the | 


; consent decree to accomplish is a 


|letup in the harassment that it has | 
been subject to through the device | 


of introducing anti-ASCAP bills in 
| state legislatures. ASCAP figures 
| that now that it has received a bill 
of clean health from the Federal 


|monopoly, has been 
Though quite a 
| ASCAP bills have been 


in various state 


have been passed. 


Clumsy Strategy 
Hartford, March 18. 

ASCAP got itself a bad press dur- 
ing last week’s hearing before a 
state legislature committee on an 
anti-ASCAP bill. The committee it- 
| self questioned the constitutionality 
|of the measure, but newspapermen 
| covering the legislature took 
ASCAP’s rep on hand to task for 
‘parging’ into the capitol’s press room 
and ‘through the halls to announce 


government the bases for most of 
these state measures, allegations of | 
eliminated. | 
number of anti- 
introduced 
legislatures during 
their current sessions none of these 


Annual Benefit 


Professional Music Men, Inc., will 





| 


| liable to civil damage suits. 


not hold its annual benefit show this | 


spring because it isn't able to get a 


| guaranteed date in a Broadway the- 
atre. The show has always been 


with many of the legit attractions 
putting on Sunday performances, the 
house bookers have advised the PMM 
| it would be impossible to guarantee 
availability of the spot. In place of 


staged Sunday night, but this year, | 


a show, the PMM will run a dance at | 


the Manhattan Center some time in 
May. 

Since the benevolent organization 
started it has made use of the Alvin 
theatre for its annual event. The 
house is currently occupied by ‘Lady 
in the Dark’ and the play's revolving 
stage and permanent settings would 
make things awkward for staging of 
the PMM show 


Not ‘Criminals’ 


| ‘little 


| ized, how 


ing an exception to his established 
practice of refusing to accept such 
pleas because pleas of guilty would 
make the defendants in this case 
Judge 
Duffy also pointed out that defend- 


(Continued on page 40) 


BMI Circularizes Hotels, 
Taverns, Cafes In 
License Expansion 


Broadcast Music, Inc., last week 
made its first open bid for the li- 
censing trade of tavern keepers, ho- 
tels, theatres, etc. The broadside 
was in the form of a statement that 
these users as well as the broad- 
caster ‘need no longer pay any price 
which ASCAP may see fit to ask,’ 
since BMI is now also in the same 
field with a ‘competitive’ catalog. 

The piece goes on to relate how 
hope was held out for the 
success of BMI’ when it organ- 
it drove its tunes to the 
top of the Lucky Strike Hit Parade 
with the aid of the networks and 


was 


" cori dank oh ceed oleae that his private bar at the Hotel j 700 stations which own and control 
ously ren : is T os teinle = irectors have 2 } wr vori + < "wre 
Hearings on Michigan Law bee work of the BMI, pledging sup- | B02d was now open for business, | | ASCAP officials and directors have BMI and how various sorts of sur 
Detroit. March 18 . ‘ tinea Ps aie : and that all interested parties were had their ‘criminal’ siatus cleared up| veys disclose that the public has a 
; : “;, | port to it and urging its continuance |" me tens Saeteaes:? in connection with their appearance | preference for BMI tune 
A plea that in the proposed Michi- permanently The resolution ex-|™ore than weicome. isfinnh Satan i tam tele tn Cee The statement remarks that “ment 
} a - ai wens P me ; lore yvuage ° ya ully 2 ne 1e sta ne narks tha many 
an licensing of ASCAP, considera- “essed the ‘pleasure’ of Northwes One newspaper stated that the ,, ’ 
gan licensing co . pressed the ‘pleasure’ of Northwest Pere par — = * Wederal court in -Milwaukee ist ' musicians throughout the country 
tion be given to the possibility that | stations with the results to date ame bill had been given the waste- nal Seuarel.of ti ea |} f i te 5 ¢ ¢ 
° _ 6 ove — we . —_— ° — - . week eeverai of them were wor? 1 have found muc ri pe tnar | for 
additional costs will be passed along | the battle with ASCAP.’ All sta- | basket a couple years ago and that!,., | the consequence = "ys , +} — bese : . BMI’ } 
ee ase Se erent: ; about ep consequences wv n e in the advent o 3M ecause 
to the theatres was voiced last week | tjgnc are urge -ene' heir BN this one was headed the same way 
to the theatres : a ay st : tions are urged to renew their BMI ° i : 1 tl . to business, passport, licenses and, through the use of BMI n c they 
before the House Private Corpora- | yh criptions. because of the excessive cost in- 4+, r matters in which they Id are ‘enjoying steady emp! ent’ 
. = . — . , 7 tT} natters 1 Wr) : Ul WOouUl are ) g Le< y rmMpioyyry 
tions Committee by Edward K. Ells- i « am 7cC general | volve ‘But.’ cont th re- é' ‘ , . ‘ 
ey wy pen by = — bs - “a Earl eenmens, a O eeanens sito B . peor aati re be faced with the questior Have |It is further stated that RMI has 
pie rote ising, k lung manager, was erentee for another | port, ‘the antics of the beng wn lob- | yoy ever been convicted of a crime etal <geteaeet treet leddees 
os ' or term as director nc ] € € 1 7 aro seq con ae r. . ) ¢ uniavor! After the cases had been passed on from musicians unions expressing 
The committee of the Legislature | fourth year, representing this dis- | able attention and the bill now wil . . mniati t} toad 
ae ¢ tiee a ee ‘ : . , ; ’ vies 1) py Judge Duffy these ASCAPites ; appreciation not only for the steady 
has under consideration the Stanley- trict on the N.A.B., covering Minne- come in for more study than had pre- i Victor O. Waters, the t- employment their members are re 
Ro . . _ A . _ : , queriec ictor a S, tn@ assiSt- TT oyTl pan (CO mpoers are re- 
Sawyer bill which calls for full dis- | sota and North and South Dakota. viously been its due. It might have . tu. S ttorne general who h ceiving but of the quality of music 
: , Pe ay ot us. Sete tts 8 an . S. attorney-general who han- ; alli at muy 
closure of ASCAP income in Michi- | Sey ose resent, who have \e P . : snch : . : ' 
; Seven of those present, } é been better had our thirst-quench-  gjeq the pleadings for the Govern-| which BMI has made availeble tc 
gan, stiff annual license fees and for | been connected with radio for 15 


maintenance of a public record of 
music agents and the compositions 
they control. 

Ellsworth’s contention was that the 
theatres in Michigan now are paying 


years, were photographed. 


C. E. Arney, assistant to President | 


Neville Miller of N.A.B., and Car] 
Haverlin, BMI speciai representa- 
tive, were present and spoke. 





ing friend stayed at home.’ 





Because of the federal] court mat- 
ter in Milwaukee the following day 
(13) none of the ASCAP officials 


ment. and he assured them that they 
could answer such questions in the 
negative and anyway the charges 
involved a misdemeanor and not a 
felony. 


+ par value. 


their orchestra leaders.’ The state- 
ment also credits the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Justice, which granted con- 
sent decree recently to BMI and 


| ASCAP, as ‘entirely in accord with 


from five cents to 20 cents a seat | Hs bared abies to aig the hearing oe ee ee - fervalhag —ypensornt = ron gen he a 
annually for the privilege of using | vere ord. was left t 8 regional ° | th mae 1 te st if all eal Kon 
controlled music. His contention was | . > Till A i teks and . oe agent to handle Azpiazu Incorporates ea —_ a pong aa va — a ' ** 
that the theatres had been warned | Berlins in Fla. l pri | ASCAP's side of the issue. The Albany, March 18. vaio Marcas Bye active competition 1s 
that any hike in State license and | sguiales atabesericteod comment came as @ pan-American Music Co., Inc, has, — 
other costs would be passed along Sites Maines wth winkee a) bombshell to ASCAP'’s home office peen chartered to conduct a music s 
with the theatres absorbing them. The Irving Berlin: Pixel ‘er at and officials were still checking yes- publishing business in New York | $3 400 for Singer 

Attorneys for ASCAP also ap- Palm Beach until April. ne terday ‘Tuesday) on the twosome’s with a capital stock of 100 shares no | ’ 
peared before the committee to argue Berlin flew in for a Girl Scouts | exnlanation of the report. ae 

{ 


that only Federal issues have been at 
Stake in the organization’s recent 
fight with radio and nothing of great 


presentation last Friday (14), in con- 
nection with his ‘God Bless America’ 


fund for the youth movement, and | 


It developed that an overzealous 


p.a., not the legal rep, was to blame. 





Constantin Rakaleinikoff doine the 


This publishing firm has hereto- 
fore operated without incorporation. 
It's owned by Eusebio S. Azpiazu. 


Spokane, March 18. 
Marian Anderson, Negro « 
at the Fox Thursday (13) drew an 


ntralto 


y 


local significance, worthy of bring- returned immediately to Florida, Recently it switched its sales avency . approximate $3,400 at one perform- 
ing in restrictive measums such as Where he’s working on new material | musical score for ‘Power Dive’ at | from Southern Music to Leeds Music | ance at $2.50 top. 
the proposed law, were involved. ,in addition to holidaying. ) Paramount. | Corp. 1 Near capacity. 
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Arranges a Profitable Mob Scene. 
To Sell Andrews Sisters Discs: 
First Corners Local Supply 








Pittsburgh, March 18. 

There’s showmanship in every biz 
as manager of downtown Murphy’s 
demonstrated last. week. Murphy’s 
has a big record department and at 
first word that Andrews Sisters had 
been booked into Stanley, local WB 
deluxer, store manager contacted 
circuit management and asked if a 
tie-up could be arranged whereby 
Andrews gals would spend half hour 
in his place some morning auto- 
graphing discs. Warners told him it 
was possible but not probable, later 


relented with stipulation that Mur- | 


' Jimmy Dorsey’s Clauses; 


tention to fact that trio was playing | 


phy’s was to spend considerable sum 
for newspaper advertising calling at- 


at Stanley. 





| 
With deal then set, Murphy's man- | 


ager quietly went 
Andrews records available, in all 
around 2,000. Not until he had done 
that did ads break, and by that time 
nobody in town but Murphy’s had an 
Andrews disc on the shelves. 

Police were needed to handle the 
mobs at 5-and-10 when’ Andrews 
girls showed up. In less than 30 min- 
utes, entire stock of 2,000 of Decca 
recordings, which gals autographed, 
had been sold over the counter and 
store estimates it could have disposed 
of at least that many more. 





“OH, CESANA’, 
TAINT HAYRIDE 





By BERNIE WOODS 


Because the music he had written 
and arranged was too tough to be 
played accurately by musicians in 
several name bands which tried it 
out, Otto Cesana built a band of his 
own to interpret his stuff. He con- 
ducted the 17-piece band in a pro- 
gram of his writings at Town Hall, 
New York, last Thursday (13) to 
prove that it could be played. It 
was played fairly decently, but the 
members of his band knew they’d 
been working by the time Cesana 
closed the two-hour and 15-minute 
concert with a weird four-movement 
layout tagged ‘Symphony in Swing.’ 

Cesana has been connected with 
various groups of exponents of seri- 
ous music. He labored for some time 
over the preparation of Thursday’s 
concert, and at the last minute was 
disappointed by the forced replace- 
ment of three name soloists who had 


been scheduled to appear with him. | 
had | 
her placed filled by Ann Seaton, an | 


Mildred Bailey, swing singer, 
unknown. Miss Bailey reportedly 
demanded 50% of the gate to go on. 
Walter Gross, CBS staff conductor 


and outstanding pianist, was down to | . 


play Cesana’s ‘Concert for Piano and 
Orchestra.’ Gross’s absence wasn’t 
explained, but his part was played 
by Jack Schwartzer, pianist with the 
band. Howard Phillips replaced 
Larry Taylor on the vocals of four 
Cesana ballads. 

Concert consisted of tunes in vari- 
ous moods and tempoes, played in 
groups of four. Labelled ‘Design for 
Dancing’ ‘Four Songs’ (Phillips), 
‘Concerto, ‘Four’ Pieces,’ ‘Four 
Songs’ (Miss Seaton) and the closing 
Symphony. Most of the music was 
pretty flat, although several numbers 
were interestingly arranged. Music 
was supposed to haVe been so diffi- 
cult to play that the conductor used 


struments, alternating them to re- 
lieve the pressure. 


to every music 
dealer in town and bought up all the | 





two lead men in each section of in- | ™ent with George Hamid’s Million Dollar Pier. 


> 





ASCAP Fines 


Continued from page 39 


| ants in anti-trust cases could be im- 


‘Sweet Adeline the Third’ | 


| to demand the imposition of a jail 
| term. 





‘Sweet Adeline’ now has a 
granddaughter. Harry Arm- 
strong, who wrote the original 
version of ‘Sweet Adeline’ 30 
years ago, has co-authored with 
Clarence Gaskill a second fol- 
lowup on this tune, ‘The Little 
Grand Daughter of Sweet Ade- 
line.’ 

Same pair about 20 years ago 
turned out ‘I Love You Just the 
Same, Sweet Adeline.’ 








He Might Be First Band 
To Stay 6 Wks. at Strand 


Jimmy Dorsey’s band is set for at 
least four weeks at the Strand 
theatre, New York, but the theatre 
has taken an option on his services 
for six weeks. He goes in April (11) 
with Bette Davis starrer ‘The Great 
Lie.’ If the date lasts six weeks it 
will mark the first time that any 





| Waters replied. 


prisoned for a year or fined up to 
$5,000, or both fine and imprisonment 
could be imposed. Then he turned 
to Victor O. Waters, 32-year-old spe- 
cial assistant to the United States 
attorney-general, who had _ been 
working on the ASCAP matter for a 
full year, and asked him whether the 
guilt in the case was flagrant enough 


‘There is no moral turpitude suffi- 
cient to require a prison sentence,’ 
‘As far as ASCAP 
itself is concerned, the maximum fine 
should be imposed, but as for the 


| other defendants, a $5,000 fine would 


| dispatches 


result in considerable financial em- 
barassment.’ 
No ‘Deal’ 

Judge Duffy mentioned reading 
from Washington con- 
cerning a reported agreement be- 
tween defendants and the Govern- 
ment on the amounts of the fines. 

‘I take it,” he said, ‘that the Gov- 
ernment hasn’t attempted to commit 
the court on the fine to be imposed.’ 

Waters explained there was no 
such attempt, but rather a discussion 
as to what fines the Government 
would recommend if asked by the 
court. Gene Buck was first of the 
individual defendants to be fined. 

‘Have you anything to say?’ asked 


| Judge Duffy. 


combination of picture and band re- | 


mained in either the Strand or 
Paramount for such a stretch since 
either house inaugurated their cur- 
rent pit band policies. 

As set up the Strand will inform 
Dorsey after the first week whether 
the bill is to remain six stanzas. If 
not Warners is to provide a week’s 
work for him at the Earle theatre, 
Philadelphia, at the same salary he’s 


receiving in New York, the sixth 
week being taken care of by 
Dorsey’s own _ bookers. Band's 


Strand salary is $8,500 plus standbys, 


about $11,000. 

Dorsey will double from his cur- 
rent job at the Pennsylvania hotel, 
New York, to the Strand the first 
week, Outfit doesn’t close at the 
Penn until April 18. 


Feeding College Mags 


William Morris Agency plans to 
send out weekly news-letter on band 
activities to approximately 400 school 
and college newspapers. Service, 
including gossip, news items and 
personality chatter, is already going 








juke box operators. 

Ira Steiner, Morris Agency public- 
ity director, aims to supply broad- 
casters with steady flow of material 
about band leaders and recordings 
| used on stations. 








Sister Rosetta Tharpe, the ‘Holy 
| Roller’ swing singer, signed another 
| year’s contract with Decca records. 





bringing his cost to the house to | 


| that the first four were sick, 


‘No, your honor,’ Buck replied. 

‘I find you guilty then in this case 
only,’ said the court. ‘I fine you 
$1.500.’ 

Similar fines were then imposed 
upon E. C, Mills and John G. Paine; 
then the $500 fines were levied 
against the directors, absent as well 
as present. When Will von Tilzer 
was before the judge’s dais he waited 
only until the court had said, ‘I find 
you guilty,’ then walked away. 

‘Don’t go yet,’ said Judge Duffy, 
smiling. ‘You may find yourself in 
jail.’ 

Von Tilzer retraced his steps, then 
stood sheepishly while the court im- 
posed the fine. It was the lone light 
touch to a very serious proceeding. 

Present in the courtroom were: 
Gene Buck, Louis Bernsteit® Otto A. 
Harbach, George W. Meyer, Gustave 
Schirmer, J. J. Bregman, Irving 
Caesar, Fred E. Ahlert, Saul Born- 


stein, Max Dreyfus, Walter Fischer, ! 
-_| Edgar Leslie, Jack Mills, 


| 


Herman 
Starr, John O’Connor, Deems Taylor, 
Will von Tilzer, Oscar Hammerstein 
II, all director; E. C. Mills and John 
G. Paine. 

Not present: Jerome. Kern, Oley 
Sveaks, George Fischer, Raymond 
Hubbel, J. J. Robbins and John Mer- 
cer, all directors. 
that 
Robbins was in Cuba, and that Mer- 


| cer was on his way from Hollywood, 


to 900 radio stations and 2,500 major ' 


but apparently had missed train con- 
nections. 





Red Norvo has rebuilt the band he 
scattered a few weeks ago. 
sumes activity with an outfit es- 
sentially the same in instrumenta- 
tion at the Royal Windsor Ballroom, 
New York, March 22. Group con- 
sists of 12 men and a girl. 





Inside Stufl—Orchestras 


Poletti explained | 


He re- | 


Musicians continue to be plentiful among the draftees. 
the heels of Jack Rosevear, pianist who had his own orchestra for years 
here, Anton J. Patti, who headed Patti and his Singing Strings at the 


Songwriter Sees Life in Army Okay 


Detroit, March 18. 
Following on 


Hotel Whittier in Detroit, was the second maestro called up in two 


weeks. 


get in the Army,’ he said. 


The same batch of draftees saw inducted Gaza Paul Gretz, 
part-time songwriter, who thinks it’s a slick arrangement. 

‘I got a couple of draftee numbers I hope to start plugging when I 
‘And with all these musicians called up a 
buddy can’t turn down your numbers.’ 








On the Upbeat 





Glenn Tripp, trumpet, replaces Bob 
Higgins with Charley Spivak. 





Carl Peterson, picked up by 
Johnny Kovach band at a college 
|date two weeks ago, joined that out- 
fit permanently. 





Paul Zara, Boston orchestra leader, 
joined the army March 10. 


Harold Miller played sax’ for 
Charlie Hector’s WEEI studio or- 
chestra, but studied oboe 
time. When Hector learned about 


cided that Miller will concentrate on 
the oboe from now on with this unit. 





Leo Reisman and his orchestra are 
playing in one of Warner’s ‘Music 
Master’ shorts. 





Phil Peronne and Norm Glazer 
have joined Don Pablo’s orchestra 
‘at the Palm Beach, Detroit, taking 
| the place of Saxman Bill Wyrick 
| and Trumpeter Dick Krieg, now do- 


| ing their playing with the army or- 








in spare) 


this, and heard Miller play, he de- | 


passed through many owners’ hands, 
bringing all of them bad luck, 





Al Donahue opens a four-week 
engagement on April 12 at Hotel 
Roosevelt, New Orleans, while on 
May 31, he is set for an indefinite 
engagement at the Sherman Hotel, 
Chicago. 








Kay Marie Baird, formerly vocalist 
with Maurice Spitalny at KDKA, 
Pittsburgh, replaced Marjorie Black 
with Al Kavelin’s orchestra. Mar- 
jorie married Dick Rogers, band 
leader. 





Peter Dean, manager of Teddy 
Powell band, couldn’t duck draft, 
He’s to be inducted into Army today 
(Wednesday). 








Betty Jane Watson replaces Esther 
Todd with Bill Bardo. 





| Sam Donahue band switches from 


chestra at Camp Custer. 
— —_—— -_ - 
George Hall’s orchestra. opened 
|last week in the Rainbo Room | 


of the New Kenmore hotel, Albany. 
Succeeded Del Courtney. 





| Vaughn Monroe has added a third 
|trombone to his brass section, Rudy 
Michaud. Band currently at Hotel 
Statler, Boston. 


| 








Bernie Cummins band does first 
| Lucky Strike broadcast from Army 
|eamp in midwest. He’s down for 
March 22 from Camp Sheridan, Chi- 
cago. Band goes into Edgewater 
Beach hotel, Chi., March 28. 





Don Ricardo with Betty Galye as 
vocalist, at Mahoning Valley Coun- 
try Club, Youngstown, O. 





the Villa, night club on the Dixie 


and redecorated. 

‘Red’ Dickens, Toledo musician and 
vocalist, is the leader of a new dance 
group which is now playing in the 
Peacock Lounge of the Hotel Secor, 
Toledo. Betty Jean is vocalist. 





Cab Calloway plays for British Re- 
lief Fund (22) at Detroit’s Book- 
Cadillac. Chamberlain Brown wants 





Will Osborne’s old band, now under the leadership of vocalist Dick | 


| Osborne bowed out of the group to go to the Coast he presented the men 
with everything needed for operation, arrangements, etc. Corporation 
lists 10 members. Rogers is prez, Gerald Bittick treasurer, John Bashack 
secretary, Harry F. Zeile asst. treas. Other owners are Haskell L. O’Brien, 
Frank Salto, Dale Jones, Karl Kates, Eugene Bird, Bill Coleman. 


Osborne, who went to the Coast after giving up the band to produce 


pictures, has since organized a new orchestra on the Coast. 


It’s to begin 
working soon. 


Rogers’ bunch is currently at Loew’s State theatre, N. Y. 


Consolidated Radio Artists does not have an exclusive booking arrange- 


It would like to, but its 
claim that it does have such an understanding is more wishful thinking 


and an effort to keep other booking offices away than anything else. Hamid 


List of radio people, including | explains that CRA is booking most of the weeks it has open, but that al- 


Mark Warnow, 


what Cesana had in his scores. 





Dick Todd’s Records’ 
Require N. Y. Residence 


Chicago, March 18. 
Dick Todd. quits the Brown & Wil- 


outstanding CBS together it is using 15 weeks of musical talent. 
conductor, were on hand to hear | 


CRA has set nine bands for eight weeks and two days of work. Pier is 


| buying the difference between that and its full season in the open market. 





Playfully punching one another on the biceps is no game for musicians 
who need their hands. Sid Weiss, bassist with the Tommy Dorsey band, 


| found that out last week when he socked one of the other members of 


the outfit. He’s now nursing a broken hand, which has kept him out of 


| the band. 


Phil Stephens and Artie Bernstein, who’s with Benny Goodman, have 


liamson tobacco company’s air show, | been filling in for Weiss on one-nighters and Dorsey’s radio show. 


‘Show Boat,’ and hikes to New York. | 
Shift is made due to necessity of | 
Todd’s continual presence in the east | 


Jack Renard claims he’s not kidding this time with his diet and plans to 
lose 100 pounds in six months, having already dropped 20 the past month 





for recordings which have become | under supervision of Dr. Joseph Heine of New York City, grooming himself 


major industry with him. 


| for return to pictures. Renard currently on New England one-nighter tour 


He is replaced on the ‘Show Boat’! with his dance band, plus conducting Abe Lyman’s ‘Waltz Time’ stint every 


Program by Michael Stewart. 


Friday. 


| Rogers, was incorporated last week under the title Dick Rogers, Inc. When | 


Calloway to go dramatic with songs 





Paul Mills planed to Coast to be- 
come assistant to his dad, 


Mills, with headquarters in Holly- | 


wood for American 
Music, publishers. 


Academy of 





Valerie Thon, of Club Royale, De- 


| troit, joins Eddie Duchin. 
| 





| 
| Sam Donahue’s outfit played Rose- 
land-State Ballroom, Boston, in ordi- | 
| mary business suits. Band had left 
| previous day from Detroit, and uni- 
forms didn’t arrive on time. 





Boston’s Ritz Carleton Hotel Roof 
| will open May 8 or 9. Ed Wyner, 
treasurer and band buyer, is in New 
York shopping around. 





Frankie Lynn is the new piano 
with Eddie Bratton’s orch, joining 
up at the Club Palmetto in Detroit. 





Bill Bardo’s drummer, Maurie 


Paul Spor will take his band to} 





| instead of April 8. 


| 


| Minneapolis, for its 


| Monday 
Fritschie outfit. 


| Okeh label to Bluebird. 





Mike Riley (Music Goes ’Round) 
Goes another 12 weeks at Hour Glass, 
Newark, making 28 stanzas in all. 


Johnny Martell takes first trumpet 





spot with Bobby Byrne. 


Johnny Long band back in the 
Roseland Ballroom, New York. 





Raymond Scott goes into Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., April 4 
Current Gene 
Krupa goes out early to catch a 
booking at Adams theatre, Newark. 





Mitchell Ayres headed for Chase 
hotel, St. Louis, opening May 1. 





Bernie Sandler orch, currently at 
Arcadia Ballsoom, New York, pen- 
cilled back into Glen Casino outside 
Buffalo, April 12. 





Michael Paige’s orchestra’ into 
Mayflower’s Hawaiian room, Akron, 





Highway, near Toledo, O., for the| Friday (21). Follows Jack Coffee 
summer, starting around May 15.! band. 

The same band played there last 

| summer. Villa has been enlarged | 


Ran Wilde’s orchestra into Nicollet, 
third engage- 
ment. Floor show also will include 
Robbins brothers and Margie, 
dancers; Doraine and Ellis, singers, 
and Paul Le Paul, magician. 





_ Joe Mowry opened indefinite en- 
gagement at New Penn, Pittsburgh, 
(17), replacing Herbert 





Everett Hoagland band booked 
into Syria Mosque, Pittsburgh, night 


| for a summer theatre tour. | 


. | 
Irving | 








Laurie, was deferred for six months 
from draft by his home town, | 
; Hibbing, Minn., board. Bardo and 
his fiddle will be on Harry Salter’s | 
|‘Song of Your Life’ program next | 
, Saturday (22). He will recount his- | 


j tory behind the instrument that has 





| of March 31 for Greek War Relief 
dance. 

Baron Elliott’s option lifted at 
William Penn Hotel Chatterbox, 


| Pittsburgh, until spot closes for sum- 
| mer, usually around May 1. 





Rita Seaman new vocalist with 
Billy Hinds orch at Hotel Schenley, 
Pittsburgh. She replaces Patty 
Dixon. 

Raymond Scott adds another gui- 
tarist to his band this week. Second 
will play rhythm, while current 
Artie Ryerson does trick electric 
guitar runs so much a part of Scott's 
arrangements. 





Johnny Messner set to record for 
Decca under contract which is to be 
Signed this week. Messner returns 
to the McAlpin hotel, N.Y., Saturday 
(22). His outfit is the one which 
recorded ‘She Had to Go and Lose It 
at the Astor’ for Varsity. 





Herbie Holmes band made first 
sides for Okeh last week. 





Lawrence Welk outfit shifting 
from Okeh to Decca label. Makes 
first eight sides March 25-26 in Chi- 
cago, Dave Kapp directing. 
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Bellary s Fantasy Made Real 





Detroit, March 18. 


Muzak, wired music service, is making publicity capital of the pre- 
diction in Edward Bellamy’s idealistic classic of 1887, ‘Looking Back- 


ward. It represents the Bellamy 
of Bellamy’s schedule. 


fantasy made real 87 years ahead 


The following is an excerpt from the 1887 book: 


‘Please look at today’s music,’ 
tell me what you prefer.’ 
a long list of music. 
headings 6:00 p.m., 7 p.m., etc. 


It was 


she said, handing me a program, ‘and 


dated Sept. 12, 2000, and contained 


I noticed that selections were grouped under 
Then I observed this program was an 


all-day affair divided into . . . sections corresponding to the hours of 


the day. 

‘How is it done?’ I asked. 
swered, ‘adapted to play all kinds 
telephone with hotels, restaurants 


“There are a number of studios,’ she an- 


of music. They are connected by 
and homes throughout the city.’ 





——— —- 








Collegians Resent Cancellations 





Union College Raps Jimmy Dorsey—Benny Good- 
man Substituted 


= 


Schenectady, N. Y., March 18. 
Cancellation by Jimmy Dorsey of 
his date at the Union College prom 


(May 9) had its repercussions last 
week in the college’s campus publi- 
cation. The chairman of the prom 
committee assailed Dorsey for walk- 
ing out on the date after a deposit 
of $1,400 had been put up. He wrote 
that ‘we got one hell of a raw deal 
and just have to take the rap,’ be- 
cause a New York theatre had 
picked up an option on Dorsey’s 
services which conflicted with the 
college date. 

‘How can they,’ said the item, ‘do 
this to us? Those contracts which 
we sign with bands are one way af- 
fairs. They can break them and 
there is not very much we can do 
about it except howl.’ The publica- 
tion in an editorial stated, ‘Such 
contract practice would certainly not 
be permissable in private priuctice. 
There is no reason why it should 


be permitted in negotiations involv- | 


ing college students.’ 





Agency’s Stance 


General Amusement Corp., which 
books Dorsey, explained yesterday 
(Tuesday) that it had thrashed out 
the situation with the prom commit- 
tee the week before ard it was un- 
der the impression that everything 
had been settled when Benny Good- 
man was obtained to fil} the date. 
All contracts, GAC said, are subject 
to the approval of the band leader, 
and if signed the leader must play 
the date or pay a substantial sum 
of money. In this instance Dorsey 
had not okayed the date, but GAC 


felt obligated anyway and, accord- | 


ing to its own version, it admitted 
responsibility to the committee and 
offered to make any adjustment the 
committee suggested. The substitu- 
tion of Goodman followed. 

The theatre date was the Strand, 
N. Y. Dorsey had been originally 
booked in for two weeks, starting 
April 11, with an option for three 
more. This option was exercised a 
couple weeks ago and two weeks 
were added. 


Buffalo Instance 


Buffalo, March 18. 

Resentment of college kids against 
last minute switches by name bands 
has resulted in an increased use of 
local bands. As case in point, Bob 
Armstrong who has the house band 
at WBEN has been getting lots of 
booking that would in the past have 
gone to outside name units. 

Last switch was a month ago when 
Johnny Long, who was scheduled for 
the University of Buffalo hop, can- 
celled out and Will Hudson was 
booked in his place. 
to see Long, a local fave because 
of his long stand at one time at the 
Statler hotel, and were somewhat 
miffed at finding someone else. 


Some More Agcy. Viewpoint 


General Amusement Corp. stated 
yesterday (Tuesday) that this was 
one of those cases where a local 


booker tried to make himself some | 


fast money but only muddled things 
for everybody. The local man had 
asked GAC for availabilities and got 
them. He got $750 from the college 
for the date and started dickering 
with GAC on a basis of $600. By 
that time Long had been booked 
elsewhere for that particular night. 





KUHN ON DECCA 


Dick Kuhn, Hotel Astor’s maestro | 


in the Broadway room, is set to 


record for Decca exclusively 
Sande Williams’ band, in the 
Orangerie Room, may ditto later on 





Tommy Tucker’s Renewal 
For Local Tums Show 


Tommy Tucker band has been re- 
newed for a second 13 weeks on the 
| local New York ‘Pot o’ Gold’ pro- 
gram for Tums. Show emanates 
from WMCA, N. Y., and is fed to 
WHN and WNEW. It dispenses $500 
weekly. 

Tucker plays the 11th broadcast of 
the first 13 tonight (Wed.). Second 
stretch begins April 26. 





COIN GADGETS 
LOOM 





Dancers came | 





Lincoln, March 18. 

Juke-box fraternity was given the 
shakes here last week when the 
legislature was hearing a bill to 
reduce the annual $3 tax per penny- 
weighing machine to 50c. Seems 
somebody put a bug in the ear of 
the solons that it was hardly fair for 
the simple weigher outside dime 
stores and in theatres to.carry the 
| full load of such tax, suggestion be- 
ing made that all coin-in-the-slot 
machines could be herded into a 
group and made into a very lucra- | 
tive tax venture. 

Proposal was that the reduction be 
passed, but amended to include all | 
varieties of coin operated machinery. | 
Somewheré around $50,000 loomed | 
for the state’s coffers, considering the | 
number of pinball machines, the} 
| ladies-gents room dispenseries and 
all the other avenues to be included. 








| 


Two Subs in Tuxedo | 


Twiddle But Don’t Fiddle | 
On Bob Millar Stand 





Milwaukee, March 18. 


ren attraction in the Empire Room 


of the swanky Hotel Schroeder and | 


clicking nicely, but sitting on the 
bandstand are two 


tions and don’t play a note, all due 


to the rules of the Milwaukee Musi- | 


| cians’ association, Local No. 8 (AFM- 
AFL). 

When Millar’s, an MCA orchestra, 
arrived here to play the date, booked 
for four weeks, he reported, as per 
union regulations, to Vollmer Dahl- 
| contract called for 11 musicians, but 
| Dahlstrand, checking up, found only 
nine AFM men in the band and two 
| AFRA singers, so the local head in- 
| formed the touring band leader he 
| would have to put on two AFM mu- 
| sicians. 
| Millar’s protests availed him naught. 


He was even agreeable to paying for | 


the two men demanded and keeping 
them off the bandstand. But Dahl- 
strand ruled the men must be on the 


| platform with the band in strict con- | 


| formity with the rules, so there they 
| are. 
| Regular members of the Millar 
band are in smartly-fitting aqua uni- 


| forms, the local fiddler and guitar 
player in ordinary black tuxes so 
they stand out, as someone put it, 


‘like a coupla sore thumbs.’ 


TAXES ON ALL 





FATE OF U.S. RECORD 





Fate of the U. S. Record Corp. will 
be decided Saturday (22), before 
referee Irwin Kurtz in the N. Y. fed- 
eral court. 
months the company has been trying 
to get a plan of reorganization to- 
gether, and during the referee’s va- 
cation submitted such a plan to 
Judge Vincent L. Leibell, who re- 
fused to approve it. 

The plan, evolved by a group of un- 


company, planned to purchase all the 
assets subject to liens held by the 
Pilgrim Trust Co. and Charles Hem- | 
ingway, a director, who holds a lien | 


The Pilgrim Trust Co. holds a mort- 
gage on the name, good will, records 
masters and stampers for a loan. 


The offer was to purchase the 
assets subject to these liens for $10,- 
000 and pay creditors a percentage. 
The court rejected the offer because 
it claimed the offer contained too 
many ‘ifs.’ Administration expenses, 
amount of the claims in dispute, etc., 
were all part of these ‘ifs.’ 


The company admits owing a total 
of $38,000, but claims filed Friday 
(14) with referee Kurtz boosted this 
sum $60,000 more. Some of these 
will be disposed of and others re- 
duced, but until some disposition is 
made, the court will not pass on the 
plan. Executives of the company 
told the referee that if the claims 
were allowed in full, liquidation 
would be the only course. Among 
some of the claims filed Friday (14), 


is one for $23,000 by Sammy 
Kaye, based on breach of contract. 
This claim will probably be reduced | 


"to $3,000 as Kaye sued the gtiaran- 
tors of his contract and a settlement 
is being reached, 


whereby U. S. Record Corp. agreed 
to make a minimum number of rec- 
ords but failed to do so. The one 
exception to this is a claim for 


$2,400 is based on this charge, and 
$10,00C for damages claiming loss of 





Bob Millar’s orchestra is the oo 


musicians—vio- | 
linist and guitarist—who make mo- | 


strand, president of the local. His | 


reputation in the failure of the de- 


| fendant to make the release records 


with Childs name on them. Other 


| claims by band leaders are $5,000 by 


Johnny Messner, $3,000 by Jan Gar- 
ber, $3,233 by Phil Harris, $11,335 by 
Harry Fox, 

Another claim is one for $18,113 by 
the Colen Grubur, Inc., agency, who 
claims breach of contract whereby 
the agency was given an exclusive 
distribution contract for U. 
ords in certain territories. 


Claims of band leaders against the | 
company were based on contracts | 


$12,400 by Reggie Childs, of which | 


For the better part of six | 


identified officers and directors of the | 


with Manager Roy Gill 
| ticket sale at 9:30 to assure room for | 


DUE FOR DECISION 


| 





|} On property for a $2,500 advance. | 





HEAVY RETROACTIVE PAYMENTS FACE 
HOTELS, THEATRES ON EMPLOYEE TAX 


If New York State’s bitahiectiiien Is Upheld It Will 
Be Bad Talent Burden to Many Orchestras— 


Employing Spots 





SIMILARITY OF NAMES 


Sam Donahue at Spot 12 Miles From 
Al Donahue 








Boston, March 18. 
Coincidental bookings (15) of Al | 
Donahue at Totem Pole Ballroom, 
Auburndale, and at local Roseland- 
State Ballroom for Sam Donahue, 
caused mild confusion since spots 


are 12 miles apart and both cater to | 


Greater Boston patronage. 
At Totem Pole, Al Donahue 
played for capacity crowd of 3,000, 


dancing. 





NE'ER THETWAIN 


SHALL MEET ON 
THE HOOF 


Boston, March 18. 
Two Boston ballroom managers | 
have found the solution to segre- 





gating the jitterbugs and the non-j’s | 


and keep both happy. 
Ray Galvin operates the twin 
danceries, Raymor and Playmor, 


| where patrons are allowed to dance | 


| 


in either or both for the price of one 
admission. The former is reserved 
for swing enthusiasts and the latter | 
for the more refined hoofers. 

At the nearby Roseland-State, 


Manager Cy Shribman placed arrows | 


midway in the hall marked ‘Swing’ 
pointing towards the bandstand and 
‘straight’ 


| Feorwamhers keep the types apart. 








Taxi Dance Parlors 
Giving Free Romps 
And the Girls Protest: 


“Detroit, March 18. 
Too many free dances seems to be 


ithe latest lament of Detroit's taxi 


S. Rec- | 


Some claimants agreed to the re- | 
ducing of their claims, with these in- | 


Feist, Inc., $4,793 to 
$1,377; the Robbins Music Corp. 
from $3,910 to $1,124; the Miller 
Music Co., from $1,129 to $323, and 
the Leeds Music Corp., from $4,000 to 


cluding Leo 


| $1,603. 


UNDER OBSERVATION 


Kurt Polnarioff (Paul Nero) 
To Behave Oddly 


Sald 


Camden, Me., 
Kurt Polnarioff, 23, 
the Pitsburgh Symphony orch, 
has played in dance bands as Paul 
Nero, was picked up here Saturday 
| (15) by police officials and sent to 
| state hospital at Bangor for sanity 
checkup. Polnarioff, who arrived a} 
|few days previously on leave of ab- 
sence from symph to do a kook on | 
fiddling, was accused of unprov oked | 
assault on local business man at 
town’s airport, where musician was 
waiting to board plane after purchas- 
ing auto and camera in neighborhood 
with allegedly n.g. checks. First 
fiddler was said to have been carry- 
ing a large knife on his person, 
claiming that he feared would-be 
filchers of his violin. 


March 18. 
first violin in 
who 


In front of apprehending officials 
Polnarioff took out and tore up his 
| latest salary check from the symph, 
which action is thought to have been 
the clincher in their deciding to hand 
him over to the doctors. Musician 
was well known in this town, where 
for the last two summers he was a 
he Curtis musi lon} 


f 4 


| reside ryt 


dancers who just 
drawn up 
else’ conclusion. 
been running 15 


Present rates have 
dances to the $1 


with the girls three cents for each | 


dance, set for a minute and 25 sec- 
onds, Their beef is that because of 
the plentiful competition, the halls 
are tossing in free numbers, rapidly 
increasing. 

Pickets were slapped around the 
Tree Studio, with the orchestra re- 
fusing to cross the lines. Those on 
the line said that the place was pay- 
ing the scale, but they wanted bet- 
ter working conditions, supervisors 


and less free dances. Mrs. Helen 
Lechner, the manager, contended the 
| pickets were just a ruse used by 
| other nearby dance spots to cut he: 
business. 

However, the city fathers have got 


pretty fed up with the dime-a-dance 
palaces since charges of immorality 
were lodged against hens. al nd a few 
more flare-ups probably will see 


them shuttered here. 


BONNIE BAKER BOOKED 
FOR MAY OPERATION 


Bonnie Baker will take time out 
from the Orrin Tucker band middle 
of May to undergo an appendicitis 
operation in New York. She’]] be 
absent from the band for at least a 
month. She won't be replaced for 
the period of her absence. Tucker 
will probably go into a location for 
the period. 

Band is now at the Hippodrome 
theatre, Baltimore, and starts Friday 
(21) at the Palace, Cleveland. 


Bob Alderson doubling from 
bone as Johnny McGee's road man- 


iver 


+ 
trom- 


stopping | 


in the opposite direction. | 


recently had a code | 
by the city with an ‘or | 


+ ————— ee 


A case now pending before the 
New York Court of Appeals, highest 
| tribunal of the state, will determine 
| whether all buyers of name bands in 
| New York are to have the permanent 
i ecalinaian of paying 2.762 Unemploy- 
{ment Insurance tax on their total 
| Salaries to bands. Should the de- 
cision be against the Statler hotel of 
| Buffalo, the cost to theatres, niteries, 
hotels and other name _ orchestra 
| buyers will run into hundreds of 
thousands of dollars annually. It’s 
also probable that the tax would be 
retroactive, plus penalties and inter- 
est. 
| Before the Court of Appeals is an 
| appeal by New York State from a 
ruling made late last year by the 
Appellate Court, which reversed a 
decision by an Unemployment Insur- 
ance Appeals Board that the Buffalo 
Statler should have paid the payroll 


tax on an engagement of Dick 
Stabile’s band. The matter was 
| brought before an Unemployment 


Insurance referee Sept. 27, 1939, after 
Shirley Brown, vocalist with Stabile’s 
crew, had applied for unemployment 
pay and a checkup revealed that no 
unemployment insurance had ever 
been paid for her, either by Stabile 
| Or any of Stabile’s employers. 

| On the outcome of the Buffalo 
| Statler case depends several similar 
actions, most notable of which were 
| the recent decisions of an unempioy- 





| ment insurance referee against the 
| Biltmore hotel and Loew's State, 
N. Y., and the Flatbush, Brooklyn, 


| and Windsor, Bronx. All of these 
cases involve two musicians, Myron 
| Hanly and Rene Cavette, and Louise 
Hanly, vocalist, with Happy Felton’s 
orchestra booked by the four spots 
| during 1939. When Miss Hanly and 
| the musicians applied for unemploy- 
ment pay, it was found that no in- 
| surance tax was credited to their 
| names, with the result that the books 
|}of the theatres and hotel were ex- 
amined and a subsequent decision on 
| Feb. 25, after a hearing, was that all 
| the spots were liable for the 2.7% 
| tax. 
Felton’s Salaries 


The Bowman Room of the Bilt- 
| more paid Felton $1,750 a week; the 
| Flatbush and Windsor theatres paid 
him $2,000 weekly. While no salary 

(Continued on page 42) 


MEADOWBROOK’S BREAK 
FROM STRAIGHT JUMP 


Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
swings far off its usual talent style 
next month. Frank Dailey, owner, 
has booked the Sammy Kaye band 
to begin four weeks at his place 
April 29. Heretofore Dailey’s book- 
ings have remained exclusively in 
the jump band category with such 
outfits as Jimmy Dorsey, Tommy 
Dorsey, Larry Clinton, Glenn Miller, 
etc. playing repeated bookings. 
Bringing in Kaye, an outright sweet 
group, is an abrupt change of pace 

Dailey explains that the booking 
was made at the behest of his pa- 
trons. He runs a poll at his spot and 
tries to follow the tastes of 


voters 


Fire Again Damages 
Upstate N. Y. Spot 


East Greenbus'1, N. Y., March 18, 
Almost 1,000 guests, Saturday 
night, at the Edgewood, night club- 
dance spot in East Greenbush, out- 
side of Rensselaer, were forced to 
'dash from the big building when a 
fire, apparently only minor at the 
start, suddenly swept through. Blaze 
was the second leveling the Edge- 
wood, the first occurring just before 


St. Patrick’s Day in 1933. Rebuilt 
along the lines of a Swiss chalet, it 
had since been improved and en- 


larged. H. S. Van Ostenbrugge, the 


owner, estimated new loss to build- 
ing and supplies at $150,000. Much 
of the liquor stock and other sup- 


plies were reported saved 
Harold Pearl’s orche 
advertised to open at 


tr 


had been 
the Edgewood 


Monday (17). 
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Coin-Catching Possibilities 3 


+ 
yo i ii 444664646664 
Jack Teagarden ‘Prelude ‘C’ Sharp’—Blues to the Lonely’ (Decca 3642) 

Teagarden’s initial release for Decca are okay and indicate a good record 
future. Band hits a nice work groove on ‘Prelude.’ It’s an interesting 
arrangement, good for the boxes. Reverse rates a nod, too, an original 
stamped with the Teagarden personality in vocal and trombone break. 
Both are moderate in tempo. 


Sn Ae te i 











. * 
Kay Kyser ‘I Know a Secret’—‘Everything Happens’ (Columbia 35993) 
‘Secret’ is one of those lilting melodies. It’s nicely handled by Kyser's 
bunch at fairly fast beat. Sully Mason and trio vocal, pointing the side 
at commercial or private spinning. Reverse is a dance number, vocal by 
Harry Babbitt. It’s smoothly played. 





Gene Krupa ‘Old Mill Stream’—Sweet Georgia Brown’ (Okeh 6070) 


| 








Employe Tax 
Continued from page 41>— 


| at the State is stipulated in the 
referee’s decision, the latter does 
|point out that decisions adverse to 
the theatre and involving the very 
same band were handed down in 


1938. 

Unemployment Insurance referee 
|Francis J. Generi, also on Feb. 25, 
‘handed down a decision against 
'Warner Bros.’ Strand theatre on 
Broadway and the Flatbush and 
| Windsor which, in essence, makes all 
|N. Y. State vaudfilmers also liable 
| for unemployment insurance tax on 
| salaries paid vaude acts. In this in- 
| stance, the decisions were based on 


+ 
4 

ft 
* 
4 
* 


NE TTR EI 50 OR agg Oy ape 


Krupa could have stayed closer to 


the melody on these two, at least on 


the first. Barroom-fave is cut up and hopped up to form a semi-driving 
arrangement. A miss. Reverse is similarly handled, with a bit more open 


throttle. No vocals. 





Xavier Cugat ‘Chica Chica Boom’—I Yi Yi Yi Yi’ (Columbia 35995) 
This version of ‘Chica’ is the most acceptable so far. Lena Romay’s vocal 


avoids the stiff get-the-words-right 


other tries and for once the lines sound like there was reason for their 
Latin tempoed playing is okay, but Cugat has done better. 
Coupling’s only difference is it’s another melody. It’s okay. 


being written 





interpretation which has hampered | 


Buddy Clarke ‘You Call It Madness’—‘When You Said Goodbye’ (OK 6074) 


Clarke followers, at home or besid 


Singer's work on ‘Madness’ comprises neat few minutes. 
and an extra nod for the background, 





Orrin Tucker ‘It Was Wonderful’—‘No Foolin’’ (Columbia 35997) 


Nothing exciting. Bonnie Baker's 


weak. It’s a fair tune, played at usual Tucker tempo. Backing is faster, 
played okay and split by Tucker lyricing. 





e boxes, will find both sides likable. | 
Ditto reverse 


work on the first is comparatively 





Jack Leonard ‘Last Time I Saw Paris’—Prairieland Lullaby’ (Okeh 6072) | 

Besides being late Leonard's version of ‘Paris’ is a little dull. It seems | 
to strive too much for emphasis on the import of the lyrics. Words them- | 
selves are dramatic and nostalgic enough. Coupling is much better. He | 
does a nifty job on the western melody. Tempo is slow. | 


| 





Will Bradley ‘Need Somebody to 


Love’—Boogie Conga’ (Col. 35994) 


Although it’s not an auspicious departure, Bradley has at least partially | 
deviated from his boogie-woogie trail this release. Tune, ‘I Need Some- 
body te Love,’ is smoothly played and balladed by Terry Allen. Reverse 


is one that may go in the machines. 


tempoes. Lyrics by Ray McKinley. 





Benny Goodman ‘Memory of Rose’—‘Corn Silk’ (Columbia 35992) 
Two marketable sides. Goodman’s version of ‘Rose’ is lifting. It’s played | acted in fRe role of an employer with 
with a light and smooth hop and has the advantage of a Helen Forrest lan employee, rather than an em- 


It’s a lively conglomeration of | 
| 


vocal, click as usual. ‘Silk’ can be repeated again and again without be- | 


coming tiresome. It’s interesting from all angles. Miss Forrest vocals. 





BULLETS’ DURGOM HAS 
ROLE IN HENIE FILM 


George ‘Bullets’ Durgom, assistant 
to Glenn Miller, is being written into 
the 20th-Fox film Miller will make 
with Sonja Henie and Jack Oakie. 
He'll have a small role. 

Miller is to leave for the Coast in 
a week-or so to begin work on the 
picture. He’s currently filling thea- 
tre dates. 





Harry James Back To 
Texas on Mother’s Death 


After getting back into New York 
Saturday (15) from a short vacation 
in Texas where he visited his re- 
cently born son, Harry James was 
forced to fly right back again Mon- 
day morning (17) after being ad- 
vised of his mother’s death, James 
had been with her at Beaumont, 
where Mrs. James is staying with the 
baby, only a few days before. She 
was 47. Death came after a heart 
attack. 

James band, which had been vaca- 
tioning along with its leader, went 
to work anyhow Monday night (17). 
It kept a scheduled date at the Geo. 
F. Pavilion, Johnson City, N. Y., but 
with Ziggy Elman, Tommy Dorsey’s 
trumpeter, leading. Elman had a 
night off. Band cancelled a tran- 
scription date in N.Y. for yesterday 
(Tues.) and a recording date for to- 
morrow (Thurs.). It has not been 
decided what to do about a ballroom 
date at the Empire dancery, Allen- 
town, Pa., set for tonight (Wed.). 





Superstitious 
Boston, Marcn 18. 
Harry James’ superstitious belief 


in the ‘series of three’ as his good | 


luck omen, ran true to form, when 
he was informed here while playing 
the Brunswick Hotel that his wife, 
former singer Louise Tobin, gave 
birth to a son on March 3 at 6 a.m. 
Child was promptly named Harry 
Jeffry James, 3d, at Florence Night- 
ingale hospital, Dallas, Texas. .He 
did admit he was happy that his 
wife didn’t present him with trip- 
lets! 

Refuses to check into a hotel room 
unless the number has his favorite 


, : 
combir ' n the Series 





| Band Bookings 





| 

/ Count Basie, April 1, week, Tune- 
town B., St. Louis; April 8, three | 
days, Comet theatre, St. Louis; April | 
13, Savoy B., Chicago. 

Bob Chester, March 21, Trianon B., | 
Toledo; 22, Bilizet’s B., Meadville, 
Pa.; 28-29, U. of Florida, Gainesville. 

Art Davis, March 29, Freshman | 
Dance, University of New Hamp- 

¢shiré; Durham, N. H. 

Al Donahue, March 21-22, Raymor 
B., Boston, Mass.; 24-26, Plymouth | 
theatre, Worcester, Mass. 

Fenton Bros., March 22, Ocean- | 
| view B., Revere Beach, Mass. 

Ella Fitzgerald, March 20-April 6, | 
Savoy B., New York; April 7-9, State 

| theatre, Harrisburg, Pa.; 11, week, 
Apollo theatre, New York. 

Benny Goodman, March 22, Stat- 
ler hotel, Cleveland; 28, U. of Pitts- 
burgh, Pittsburgh; 29, Phoenix Club, | 
Baltimore; April 4-5, Duke U., Dur- 
ham, N. C.; 9, two weeks, Paramount 
theatre, New York. 

Horace Heidt, March 28, Aud. 
Worcester, Mass.; 29, Aud., Lowell, | 
Mass. 

Ina Ray Hutton, March 31, Astor 
hotel, New York. 

Harry James, March 21-23, State 
theatre, Hartford, Conn.; 28-30, 
Adams ‘theatre, Newark; April 4, 
Statler hotel, Boston; 5, Sunnybrook 
B., Pottstown, Pa.; 6, Rivera theatre 
Rutherford, N. J. 

Sammy Kaye, March 22, Coliseum, 
Parkersburg, W. Va.; 23, Myers Lake 
Park, Canton, O.; 24, New Bradford 
theatre, Bradford Pa.; 25, Watde- 
meer Park, Erie, Pa.; 26, Manos the- | 
atre, Greensburg, Pa.; 27, Trianon 

| B., Toledo, O.; 28, Lakeside Park, | 
| Dayton; 29, Nu-Elm B., Youngstown, 
| O.; 30, Trianon B., Cleveland; April 
3, week, Hipp theatre, Baltimore; 11 
week, Lyric theatre, Indianapolis. 

Leonard Keller, March 22, Blos- 
som Heath Inn., Ok!ahoma City. 

Ray Kinney, March 24-29, Hippo- 
drome theatre, Nashville, Tenn. 

Raymond Scott, March 14, week, 
Stanley theatre, Pittsburgh; 21, week, 
Fox theatre, Detroit. 

Charley Spivak, March 21, Earle 
theatre, Washington. 

Joe Venuti, March 21, week, State 
, Lake theatre, Chicago. 

Paul Whiteman, March, 23, Albany 
theatre, Albany, Ga.; 25, Ambassador 
theatre, Raleigh, N. C.; 27, New Aud.. | 


| Asheville. N. C. 


| claims made by John J. Reilly, father 


|appeared at 
| furnished his kids their stage cues; 
lacted as critic and director of the 


| to cut and change the act at will, 


| has been said to be the difference 


| same principal...that the theatres | 
}and hotel, by retaining the right to | 
| schedule the band’s rehearsals, per- 


|neighborhood of $350,000 each an- 


of the act known as the Four Reillys, 
and James F. Reilly, one of his sons 
and performer in the act, for un- 
employment insurance. They cited 
dates played at the Strand and two 
Brandt houses. Reilly, Sr., while not 
performing in the act, stated that he 
every performance; 


act, for which he received 20% of 
the lump sum paid the act. He con- 
sidered himself an employee and 
applied for unemployment insurance. 
The referee upheld him as well as 
the claim of his son, and ordered the 
Strand to pony up 2.7% of the $850 
it paid the act for a two-week date 
in 1939, while the Flatbush and 
Windsor was ordered to pay on two 
weeks at $262.50 each. 


Talent Can't Waive Tax 


It is significant in the case of the 
Reillys that the referee disallowed 
the clause in the Strand’s contract 
that the ‘artist further agrees to ac- 
cept exclusive liability for contribu- 
tions to be made-on behalf of the 
performers in said act, as required 
by the Federal and various state Un- 
employment Insurance and _ Social 
Security acts.’ Referee Generi ruled 
that the theatres, by retaining the 
right to tell the act when to appear 
for rehearsals and performances, and 


ployer with an individual contractor, 
as the theatres contended. He also 
quoted a Court of Appeals decision 
which ruled that ‘an agreement by 
the employee to waive the benefits 
of the act (Unemployment Insurance 
Law) is void.’ In this same case the 
Court of Appeals held: 

‘The distinction between an em- 
ployee and an independent contractor | 


between one who undertakes to 





achieve an agreed result and to ac- 
cept the directions of his employer, 
as to the manner in which the result 
shall be accomplished, and one who | 
agrees to achieve a certain result but | 
is not subject to the orders of the | 
employer as to the means which are | 


| used...’ 


| 
Not Individual Contractors | 
Referee Generi based his decision | 
in the Happy Felton musicians’ and | 
vocalist’s claims on virtually the 


| 





formances and routine, were acting 
in an employer-employee relation- 
ship, rather than an employer-indi- | 





| vidual contractor setup. He ruled 
| against the theatres’ defense that | 
| Felton received a lump sum for the | 


band, paid off the musicians and 
specialists and made a profit over 
and above the union scale for a 


|leader. The theatres also cited Fel- 


ton’s right to change the personnel 
of the band at his own discretion, so 
long as he did not decrease the num- 
ber of. performers or detract from 
the act’s entertainment value. but 
Generi did not think this placed 
Felton, rather than the theatres, the 
responsibility for paying the tax. | 
Felton played the Baltimore hotel at | 
scale, 


While the American Fedé@ration of 
Musicians last year amended its con- 





| Stitution to the effect that buyers of | 


bands and not bandleaders were to | 
pay Unemployment Insurance and‘ 
Social Security taxes, few if any | 
N. Y. State spots are doing so, though 
all buyers are supposedly bound by | 
AFM’s rules and regulations. To 
spots like the Paramount and Strand 
on Broadway, which spend in the 


nually for name bands, and the Flat- 
bush, Windsor and Loew’s State, 
each of which probably spend well | 
over $100,000, the 2.7% nick would 
reach sizeable additions to the cost | 
of music. In, addition would be the 
tax on.salaries_oef individual acts, the 
total cost ‘of which also runs very | 
high, especially at Loew’s State. | 


Bands at the Boxoffice 


(Presented herewith, as @ weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
holiday price.) 





Covers Total 


Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotel Played Week On Date 
Horace Heidt eeeer Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).. eeeeeeeeee 1 900 1,450 


Leighton Noble.. Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)......+++++-. 8 1,025 9,625 
Lani McIntire*...Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 8 1,275 9,750 


Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (500; $1-$1.50)......+++++.22 1,350 28,500 
Woody Herman*..New Yorker (400; 75¢-$1.50)..cccce- tl 1,425 18,250 
Jimmy Dorsey....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)...... 7 1,978 20,100 

10,675 


Tony Pastor. eeee -Lincoln (225; 15c-$1.50). eeereeeoeees 23 600 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to Variety. Names of 
more than one band or vocalist after the title indicates, in order of popu- 
larity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in paren- 
thesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings and 
respective publishers.) 


1. Frenesi (11) (Southern)..........+-+-. { Artie Shaw......... 








... Victor 


| Woody Herman........Decca 

Jimmy DOraey.....oee. Decca 

— ., | Charlie Barnet...... Bluebird 

& f Maee:9 Bhageety (8) Se? Al Donahue............. Okeh 
| Dinah Shore.........Bluebird 

S Stardust €10) (MAUS) icdvcccccciscens ...§ Tommy Dorsey........ . Victor 
| Artie Shaw..... errr Victor 


co re Decca 


, . 4) (Marks). }) Benny Goodman ..-Columbia 
4. There'll Be Changes Made (4) (Marks) | Benny ciion  Samied 


+ | Gene Krupa ....... Columbia 

ene CONT 6 bsccs coun Decca 

Sammy Kaye.......cee Victor 

5. Santa Fe Trail (9) (Harms)........... ; Guy Lombardo ........ Decca 
i | Dick Jurgens........... Okeh 

| Kate Smith ........ Columbia 

6. One I Love (S) (Forster)..........ecee { Tommy Dorsey ........ Victor 
) Ella Fitzgerald ........ Decca 

; | Bow Chester ..isice. Bluebird 

7. May I Never Love Again (2) (BMI)..,.) Charioteers ........ Columbia 
) Ginny Simms .......... Okeh 

WO. WOMTES 6ccoeiesanss Decca 

[ EME: CROSS 6 oe cccecvs Decca 

8. San Antonio Rose (2) (Berlin)......... ; Gray Gordon ....... Bluebird 
Ee) Sa eereere Decca 

{ Sammy Kaye .......... Victor 

9. Memory of a Rose (2) (S-B)........... { Jimmy Dorsey ......... Decca 
| Glenn i eee Bluebird 

0. Amapnola (3) COEMPICS) .c.5cccccccceccwce Jimmy Dorsey.......... Decca 


; DISKS GAINING FAVOR 
(These recordings are directly below the first i0 in popularity, but grow- 
ing in demand on the coin machines.) 


{ Bea I vice wc x aes Victor 
Hello, Ma! I Done It Again (Robbins)..... j Ella Fitzgerald ........ Decca 
Mitchell Ayres ...... Bluebird 


Orrin Tucker ...... Columbia 

It All Comes Back to Me Now (BMI)...... { Eddy Duchin ...... Columbia 

| Gene Krupa ....... Columbia 

Ie SIPS ib 5b Sidi da ve cee wha dewk cea s Woody Herman ....... Decca 

{Tommy Dorsey.........Victor 

| Oh, Look at Me Now (Embassy).......... , Woody Herman.........Decca 
| Bob Chester......... Bluebird 

Dancing in the Dark (Chappell)........... APMC BHAW .isiciccccs: Victor 

Music Makers (Famous) .... Harry James........Columbia 

Ne MENUND in 6ikeacsin Senin ea cazekys ie ke ae ‘wae 


Bob Chester......... Bluebird 





Needed goed Rehearsals | RITZ SETS HALLETT 
lay ‘Novle on WLW) FOR EASTER SUNDAY 


Ray Noble’s. orchestra, which | 
opened a fortnight’s stay at Beverly ae eee 
Hills, Kentucky nitery across the aren . Searen - 
Ohio river from Cincy, Friday (14) | McCormack & Barry’s Ritz ball- 
declined airings on WLW and WSAI' room set Mal Hallett for Easter Sun 
for the first four nights pending. re- 
hearsals of BMI arrangements. Pick- 
ups are expected to start tonight (18). 

Combo has been playing theatres | Other dates ahead for room are 
od — Pong It took part in/|Charlie Barnet, March 23; Jimmie 
three broadcasts on Alec Templeton’s : ; : Seve te 
Alka-Seltzer series for NBC since the | LUnceford, March 30; Charlie Spivak, 
first of the year. April 20, and Jimmy Dorsey, May 11. 


PAUL MARTIN QUITS NBC 


12 Years With Web—Heads for 
Rainbow Room in Fall 


day, April 13, annually top night of 


season, 











Bob Strong Orchestra 
Set for Road Dates 


Chicago, March 18. 


‘ Bob Strong orchestra, on the 
San Francisco, March 18. ‘Uncle Walter’s Dog House’ program 
After 12 years on the staff of KGO over NBC for Brown & Williamson 








_and KPO here, Paul Martin is leav- tobacco companies, is set for a string 
| ing the NBC on April 15th. Martin of special out-of-town dates. 


Plays 
has organized a new band and will, the Senior Hop for the Bradley Poly 
fill a number of one-night stands Institute in Peoria on Friday (21) 
before he opens in. the Rainbow | and then jumps to Kansas City for 
Room, Rockefeller Center, New/!a broadcast from the Food Fair. 
York, Sept. 15th. | Then into the Casa Loma Ball- 

Paul Specht will handle the ad-| room in St. Louis on March 26 fo! 
vance work for Martin. la five-day ride. 











. Blonde 


Wednesday, March 19, 1941 


VARIETY 


ORCHESTRAS 43 





Hit Parades Reduced Turnover 





Lucky Strike Hit Parade has changed but three tunes since the 
break between ASCAP and the network occurred (Jan. 1). Turnover 
of numbers on the show under the old arrangement (pre-BMI) aver- 
aged four a month. Two of the Parade’s newcomers are resurrectees, 
‘Georgia On My Mind’ (1930) and ‘Amapola’ (1929). 

Cig account figures that the ‘Parade’s’ rating has about reached its 
lowest level and anticipates that the return of ASCAP music to the 
networks will hypo the program back to its old popularity standing in 


quick time. 








Military Activity Jams 
Ali Hotels; Busse Bunch 
Sleeps In Gymnasium 


St. Louis, March 18. 





110 miles from here, occasioned by 
the construction of Camp Leonard 
Wood, Henry Busse and his orchestra 
(18) and the wives of some of the 
tooters were forced to sleep in the 
gymnasium of the Rolla School of 
Mines Friday (14) when they played 


e ° “a * P : aid s 
Sammy Kaye, Bernie, Ella Fitzgerald, isi": ‘ne "Sctec'™ sci 


leaving ,the Chase Club where they 


. e played a two-week stand Sam Lutz, 
company manager, was acquainted 
Orrin Tucker, Scott Playing Theatres 'with the crowded conditions in Rolla 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Ben Bernie, New York—(Strand; 
2.767; 35-55-75-85-99). With ‘Foot- 
steps in Dark’ (WB) on _ screen. 
Bernie came all the way from the 
Coast for this engagement and two 
weeks were planned but picture 
seemingly hasn’t got what it takes 
to do that. Gross will be only about 
$27,000, which is sluggish. 


Cab Calloway, Hartford — (State, 
4.200; 25-50). With ‘Flying Wild’ 
(Mono) on screen, draw of 24,600 
admissions in three days (14-16) for 
approximate gross of $8,000, entirely 
attributable to Calloway. Solid. 

Tommy Dorsey, Newark—(Adams, 
2.000; 40-55-66). With indie screen- 
fare of little consequence. 
piled up outstanding $10,600 in three 
weekend days (14-16). 


Ella Fitzgerald, Baltimore — (Hip- 
podrome; 2,205; 15-28-39-44-55-66). 


“With ‘Blondie Goes Latin’ (Col) on 


screen. Film has only grade B 
power, being used as the second half 
of dual bills in most instances. 
Gross of $13,000, an okay figure, 
hinges on the orchestra. 

Sammy Kaye, Cincinnati — (Shu- 
bert: 2,150; 33-44-60). With ‘Great 
Mr. Nobody’ (WB) on screen. It’s 
Kaye’s first theatre appearance here, 
and he is almost entirely responsible 
for the very solid $15,000 intake. As 
a local hypo, Kaye is continuing to 
use his amateur band-leading con- 
test, the winners competing in a 
final sesh on the last night. Band is 
also getting plenty of publicity on 
the fact that singer Tommy Ryan 


hails from across the river in New- | 
Seasonal house record at | 


port, Ky. 
this spot is $18,000 (set by Glenn 
Miller), so Kaye’s pull is stacking up 
very favorably. 

Ray Kinney, Indianapolis— (Lyric; 
1,900; 25-30-40). With vaude acts, 
and ‘Great Mr. Nobody’ ‘WB) on 
screen. 
but no great profit. Income taxes 
and bad weather seem to have de- 
flated this town pretty well. 

Tony Pastor, New York — (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Pastor 
finished three weeks last 
(Tues.) with Ella Logan and Ben 


Blue on the show with him, ‘Lady | 


Eve’ (Par) on the screen. Final 
seven days was a very. sturdy 
$35,000, credited more to the picture 
than to the stageshow though latter 
is not to be discounted. 

Joe Reichman, Chicago — (State- 
Lake; 2,700; 28-44). With George 
Jessel, and ‘Dr. Kildare’s Crisis’ 
(M-G) on screen. Film has only 
average draw, but . Jessel means 
plenty here. Gross looks like 
$19,000, Reichman being one factor 
in a setup that adds up to all-around 
sturdiness, 

Dick Rogers, New York—(State; 
3,400; 28-44-55-75-90-$1.10). With 
Franklyn D’Amore and Romo Vin- 
cent in person; ‘Arizona’ (Col) (2d 
run) on screen. Westerns are sel- 
dom ‘musts’ with the N.Y. fans and 
‘Arizona’ which did poorly at the 
Music Hall first run is no exception. 
Approximately $19,000, slow, is the 
answer. 

Raymond Scott, Pittsburgh—(Stan- 
ley; 3,600; 25-40-60). With ‘Footsteps 
in the Dark’ (WB) on screen. Film 
drew very mild comment here, and 
orchestra was given the benefit of 
plenty of exploitation. 
major magnet for $16,000, okay in 
view of the brutal weather. Could 
have had $20,000 under better cir- 
>umstances. 

Orrin Tucker, Philadelphia — 
(Earle; 2,350; 35-46-57-68-75). With 
Inspiration’ (M-G) on 
screen. Around $21,000, a good fig- 
ure compared to what others are 
doing here currently. 


Lawrence Welk, Chicago — (Chi- | 


cago; 4,000; 35-55-75). With ‘Tobacco 
Road’ (20th) on screen, and stage 
show. Film“has displayed unusual 
strength in most key spots, and is 
doing the same here. A lot of the 
draw, of course, is due to the word- 
of-mouth publicity about the stand- 
ard of living portrayed with such 


+ 


Dorsey | 





Visiting New York 











Max Kerner, Eastwood Gardens, 
Detroit. 

Dan London, St. Francis H., San 
Francisco. 

Ed Wyner, Ritz Carlton H., Bos- 
ton, 


George Lawless, Palmer House, 
Chicago. 





NO RALEIGH EXTENSION 


Bobby Byrne Reportedly Altered 
Ensemble Away from Sponsor’s Idea 











Supposedly because he has been 
gradually changing his band into 
more of a jive group, when what 
| was wanted was a sweet outfit, 
Raleigh-Koo] will not renew Bobby 
Byrne’s orchestra on its current 
Friday evening half hour on WEAF, 
New York. 
be March 28, the last show of the 


Byrne’s last airing will | 


and spent many kopecs in phone 
calls trying to find sleeping accom- 
modations for the gang. 

No tourist camp within 25 miles of 
the town was available and every 
hotel, boarding house, etc., was 
jammed. Lutz even tried to find a 
hospital in which the tooters might 
‘hole up’ for the night but the an- 
swer was ‘no.’ Finally the faculty of 
the school solved the dilemma of the 
maestro, tooters and wives by setting 
|up cots in the gym and turning on 
|the heat. Busse, et al., left by auto 
for California after the Saturday 
night shindig and thus escaped a 
second night in the gym. 


JOE RINES SUCCEEDING 
LEE GRANT THIS WE 


Joe Rines takes over the post of 
|}musical director of WMCA, New 
| York, this week (22). He is install- 
, ing an entirely new band of 11 pieces 





' 
| 











Because of the boom in Rolla, Mo., | 


which will be broken up into vari- | 
ous combinations for different types | 


| 


His Own Former Local Terms Tenney’s 


| Proposed Law ‘Viciously Anti-Labor’ 





| Campus Best Sellers 


i 


| (NEBRASKA) 


Lincoln, March i8. 

Six best record sellers on this 
campus: 

1. ‘Volga 
Miller). 

2. ‘Dreamt I Dwelt in Har- 
lem’ (Glenn Miller). 

3. ‘You’ve Made Me Love Yow’ 
(Bing Crosby). 

4. ‘Paradiddle Joe’ (Tony Pas- 
tor). 

5. ‘Oh, Look .At 
(Tommy Dorsey). 

6. ‘Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy’ 
(Andrews Sisters). 


Maria Kramer Gets 802 
Fine Back; AFM Sees 


Boatman’ (Glenn 


Me Now’ 














Mrs. Maria Kramer, prez of the 
| Lincoln and Edison hotels, New York, 
has pveen avsolved by the executive 
board of the American Federation of 
Musicians of the charge that she ac- 
cepted ‘kickbacks’ from one of the 
‘bands working for her. Last fall 
| Mrs. Kramer was convicted of the 
'charge by the trial board of the 
AFM’s New York local 802 and 
'ordered to pay Gustave Clemente. 
leader of a relief band, $3,078 she 
was supposed to have exacted from 
/him over a period of time. 





Hotel owner pvpealed the convic- 


Kickback’ Unproved ae cane each small local at the 


Los Angeles, March 18. 
Referring to proposed legislation 
introduced before the California leg- 
islature by Assemblyman Jack B, 
Tenney, former prexy of Musicians 
Protective association, Local 47, as 
‘one of the most vicious anti-labor 
bills ever introduced,’ union execs 
here have issued a blast against the 
measure, and are openly out to de- 
feat its passage. Provisions of the 
Tenney bill, which is in the nature 
of an act to add to the state labor 
| code, relating to labor organizations 
| and the procedure to be followed in 
|fining, suspending. and exovelling 
| members, would isolate every union 
|from the American Federation of 
| Musicians, the anti-Tenney forces, 
now in contro] of Local 47, charge. 
The Tenney bill, it is contended by 
| Local 47 execs, ‘will stop the pro- 
| tection that the united strength of 
| the American Federation of Musi- 
clans gave the Loca! and individual 
upholding the price 


|mercy of the powerful anti-labor 
| sources, 


| ‘It will prevent the executive 
board of the AFM from enforcing 
| the unified laws of the Federation, 
| thus creating a state of confusion; it 
will enable the open shop interests 
to pack the Union with ‘stooges’ who 
will play under scale and get pro- 
, tection from the courts; it would 
'make it possible for designing mem- 
| bers, by way of multiple lawsuits, to 
block the proceedings of the Local.’ 

Open charge is made that the Ten- 
ney bill passage would wreck the 
Union financially and ‘it will make 
,the courts the supreme dictator of 


ae nergueenees sg 


Taking $8,500, in the black, | 


of programs in an effort to substitute 
live musical shows for recorded 
was planned as a local New York sessions. Out of the 11-piece Sow 
show for the first 13 stanzas, after Rines expects to get a flock of differ- 
which it was to go network. Band ent instruments. He has hired only 
has been doing its broadcasts from ™€" Who are capable of doubling. 
the road, while playing theatres. Band will be made up of violins, 
Many of them have emanated from 5@*€S, cello, viola, clarinets, flutes, 
out-of-town with Byrne himself pay- ‘umpets, oboes, drums, melophone, 
ing the line charges to pipe it in to Pianos, trombone, accordion, string 
N. Y. Last week’s broadcast (14) and bass brass, organ. Rines re- 
came from the gym of the U. of places Lee Grant long with WMCA 
Syracuse. as musical boss. New management 
| has taken over station. 


initial 13 weeks. 
When it first started the program 








Ted Lewis Withim $300 | corse saptema at Avante pi 


Of Breaking Bal Tabarin na crew bowed out) 


‘tion to the AFM exec group and our Union affairs, thus placing the 
| posted the full amount of the money | rights of the Union and the welfare 
to be held in escrow until the case| of its members in the hands of peo- 
was settled. She was adjudged not) ple who are not only completely out- 


| guilty Monday (18) and the tied up) side of labor, but whose affiliations , 


| cash returned to her. AFM held that| and record of judgment of labor 
the charges against her ‘were totally | cases definitely stands as inimical to 
| unsupported by the facts.’ | the interests of labor.’ 

encal | Tenney measure, labeled Assembly 


| Bill No. 1545, has been referred to 
Westwood Stays Dark | the committee on judiciary codes. 


ceed Gardens bawom wi) SKTINNAY ENNIS EAST 
fon DURING HOPE HIATUS 


| Same operating group has the 
| Eastwood Gardens, for which bands 
| Skinnay Ennis orchestra will come 
east this summer after it finishes on 




















Coin Record of Kyser 


San Francisco, March 18. 
Ted Lewis closed a month’s en- 


Al Donahue's Record $3,780, Kyser’s : 


are now being booked for the spring 
| and summer. 
the Bob Hope-Pepsodent program, 
which originates in Hollywood. 
Hope is to go off the air for the hot 
| months. Ennis’ band has been on 
| the show for three straight seasons. 





een 


night | 


Scott is the | 


| gagement at the Bal Tabarin here 
Sunday (16). Although local col- 
umnists have credited Lewis with 
breaking Kay Kyser’s record here 
for top money, he actually fell about 
$300 short of the Kyser figure. Frank | 
Martinelli and Tom Gerun, co-own- 
ers of the Bal Tabarin, had a wait- 
ing list of around 1,000 during the 
two final nights of Lewis’ one-month | 
stand. 





Following some theatre dates in | 
the south, Lewis will return here 
next month to play a week at the 
Golden Gate theatre. 
unabashed gusto in the pic. Welk’s 
outfit, however, is adding consider- 
ably to the take, which should reach 
a very nice $41,000. 

Ray Herbeck, Milwaukee (River- 
side theatre; 2,600: 25-40). With 
Freddie Sanborn, Winters Sisters, 
Rosita and Dena, Betty Benson and 
others on stage, and ‘Blackout’ (UA) 
on screen. Grossed fairly good $7,500 
on week. Band known via radio in 
this area, but playing in tough luck. 
Due to draft, drummer and pianist 
new. One trumpeter lost his lip and 
Betty Benson was out two days ac- 
| count illness, so band really worked 


| under difficulties. Tough opposition, 
too, in local preem of ‘Tobacco Road’ 
and return of ‘Gone With the Wind’ 
at pop prices. 

The present craze for the phrase 
‘All Reet,’ meaning ‘All Right’ in the 
| music biz, is traced by Cab Calloway 
to an act that toured with his band, 
Stump and Stumpy, who used the 
words for past few years. 

Seven months ago Calloway wrote 
a song hinging on it, ‘Are You All 
Reet?’, recorded it for Okeh, and 
American Academy of Music pub- 
lished it. Jimmy Dorsey just re- 
corded for Decca ‘Aw Reet,’ pub- 
lished by Regent, while Gene Krupa 
will publish and record for Okeh 
‘All Reet.’ 


; 7 rr — times the farthest east 
$3,896, Busse S $7 695. Best ]-Niters " ie dee es eadasided ehatiew ieee 


Bill Bardo-Al Kavelin (Piaymor-Raymor Ballroom, Boston, March 14- 
15). Playing return shots Bardo and Kavelin garnered good $2,118 at 55c| 
and 65c. Got 1,550 hoofers Friday and 1,980 Saturday. 

Bobby Byrne (U. of Syracuse, Syracuse, N. Y., March 14). At an Inter- | 
fraternity Council Ball Byrne drew solid 1,800 at $1. 

Henry Busse (‘Palace theatre, Peoria, Ill.. March 16). Busse fine 6,181 | 
attendance at 1.800-seat house, pyramiding $2,695 at 33c-44c-50c per. 

Bob Chester (Statier hotel, Boston, March 15). Chester got choice 1,100 | 
Mad Hatters Sorority hoppers at $2.75 to gross $1,825. At Trianon Ball- 
room, Cleveland, March 16, Chester’s draw was weakened by too many 


band wiil do dance work or whether 
it will locate with air time. It’s felt 
that though the band has been on 
the program long enough to become 
well known, the danceability of the 
outfit hasn’t been proved because of 
the limitations of the Hope pro- 
gram. To that end it may sit down 
in Chicago rather than do one- 
nighters, 





TONY GALE BANKRUPT 


— rset URNA nn iter 


LO eT 








repeats. He got 1,200 at 75c for $900 gross. Hopping to Waldemeer Park, 





Erie, Pa., Monday (17) band got good $1,100 at $1 despite poor weather,| Owes $13,753—Admits Large Losses 


Bernie Cummins ‘Chermot Ballroom, Omaha, March 15). 


driving wind kept Cummins’ gross 
conditions. 
Al Donahue (Totem Pole Ballroo 


Snow and 


down to $700. Not bad in view of 


m, Auburndale, Mass., March 14-15}. 


Donahue shattered Johnny McGee’s winter record here on his fourth stop- 


over since last Labor Day. He copp 


ed $3,780 at usual $1.35 a couple with 


2,600 hoppers Friday and 3,000 Saturday. Manager Roy Gill forced to halt 


ticket sales at 9:30 p.m. Each one 


of Donahue’s appearances have been 


stronger than the last. Shifting to Fitz Ballroom, Bridgeport, Conn., Sun- 


day (16) Donahue culled fair $841 v 
Sam Donahue-Rudy Wallace (Ros 
15). First shot here for both outfits. 
Pair got fair 1,100 at 44c-55c for $550 
Duke Ellington ‘(Sunset Ballroom 
previous appearances here—one a 


with 1,100 dancers at 75c. 

eland-State Ballroom, Boston, March 
Wallace hails from Shelburne, N. H 
xzross. 

, Seattle, March 13). Despite three 
two-weeker at Show Box nitery— 


Ellington did good $1,800 with 2,000 who paid $1 men or $1.75 couple. 


Ina Ray Hutton (‘Eagle’s Ballroom, Kenosha, Wis., March 13). 


outfit culled fair 600 at $1 per. 


Hutton 


Harry James (Lyric t’eatre, Bridgeport, Conn., March 16). B.O. was 


disappointing here. James drew $2,700 from 5,900 admissions at 55c. Did 


five shows in that one-day booking. 


Kay Kyser ‘Santa Cruz Ballroom, Santa Cruz, Cal., March 8). 
ying to 3,896 hoofers at $1. Beat his} 


cracked his own record here by pla 


Kyser 


own mark by better than 400 admissions. 


Jimmie Lunceford ‘U. of Texas, 


Austin, March 7). Lunceford didn't 


do so well here with 646 admissions at $1.50. At Cotton Club several] days 
later (11) he drew meagre 600 at 99c. 

Ruby Newman ‘Sammy Eisen) (Agassiz House, Cambridge, Mass., March 
14). Led by Eisen, Newman unit drew 170 couples at $2.50 a pair. 
pictures, ‘has since organized a new orchestra there. It’s to begin working 


soon. Rogers’ bunch is currently at 
| Val Grayson (Turnpike Casino, Li 


Loew’s State theatre, N. Y. 


neoln. Neb., March 14-16). Ran into 


competish from state basketball tourney first two nights, but, at 55¢ per 
| person, grabbed a pretty fair $575 for the three days. 


at Gambling 





Tony Gale, musical arranger, 
known as Anthony Galatola, filed a 
voluntary petition of bankruptcy in 
N. Y. federal court Monday (17) list- 
ing liabilities of $13,753 and assets of 
$30,949. Of the latter, $30,899 is in 
insurance policies, and therefore un- 
touchable. 
Gale, whose trade name is MACAP, 
admits having lost $15,000 in gam- 
bling during the past year. Creditors 
include Thomas Burke, $7,294 on 
loans from 1935 to date: Charles J. 
| Pisacano, $1,238, a judgment; Morris 

Dobler, $1,555, loans; and Alphonse 
| Salzano, $1,320, loan. Gale’s place of 
| business is 1650 Broadway, N. Y. 


Paul Tremaine’s New Band 








Paul Tremaine, a name in the 
band business of eight or nine years 
ago, is currently rehearsing a new 
orchestra. Tremaine did a marae 
thon at Yoeng’s Chinese restaurant, 
New York. 

New band is said to be composed 
of 14 pieces including three fiddles, 
It has not been sold to any booking 
agency. 
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Charity Group Asks Free Talent, 
Then Refuses Charity to Actors 


| 





Philadelphia, March 18 Brown Sisters Boffed 

Dick Mayo, executive secretary of 
the American Guild of Variety Art- ——— 
ists local here, plus being local rep | Seattle, March 18. 
for Theatre Authority, last week! .The Brown Sisters, colored har-| 
ordered a strict ban on all cuffo acts mony trio at the Palomar this week, | 
even for so-called charity affairs.| fgured in a spectacular accident on 
Mayo’s burnup came after an organ- | the road between here and Tacoma 
ization promoting a benefit ball ap- jast Thursday night (13), when six | 
proached him for an okay for free cars piled up and nine persons were | 
talent. injured. They had gone to Tacoma; 

Mavo was told that the group was for the Duke Ellington appearance 
raising money to distribute food at New Century dance hall, and on 
baskets. He said he would give them return to Seattle came the smash. 
permission and suggested that they Bruised and shaken up, but didn’t | 
add to their list of recipients five miss a show here. 
down-and-out actors. Officials of — 
the charity organization nixed the 


idea and Mayo hit the ceiling. He e 
then ordered them to pay full rates eman S it 
for any act that performed. 

Mayo stated that AGVA would 


picket any nitery whose operator © 
persists on ordering his talent to ap- S . ‘ eviVa 


pear at a benefit. Mayo also said 
{ 
| 


that free acts at politicians’ shindigs | 





would be strictly verboten. 
‘If the politicians persist in putting | 
the heat on night club owners or ac- | 


tors we'll picket City Hall,’ he said. 
| eral houses in the Greater New York | 


Mpls. Indie Folds Vaude |area, has been dropped by RKO be- 
After $700 Loss im Ist i.“te‘si' to be “unceasnabie 
Week, Stranding Baad | ucatre ficenses sated Gee a | 


newing on the old basis of $200 a| 
‘a Maven 10 | theatre rather than for the extra 
Minneapolis, Marc : $300 required for what is known as 


Five days of a vaudfilm policy, a common-show license when stage 
with Stepin Fetchit as stage show | talent is used. 


headliner, was all that the Princess, | 
local indie house two miles from the | 


result ‘wae that when Barnes Rapp & BRANDT VAUDERS QUIT 
from Cincinnati to play the theatre IN EARLY MAY FOR LEGIT 


last week it refused to honor its con- | 
tract with him. So, without even 
collecting any transportation, Rapp, | 
after sticking around for several 
days with his musicians, started the 


trek back to the Ohio metropolis, , ; 
. g C n rotating 
poorer and sadder, but wiser. legit, stock and 6 


Stanford Zucker, agent in New Vaude, like last year and 1939, has 
Wosk had been engaged to book the again been profitable for the indie 
Syleeee Rapp will try to collect on operations, despite the fact that both 

. ann low > cho » g . 
his’ contract with the Princess with | MOUS®S Pay only shorts and news 


eae cat reels with the stage shows. 
the aid of the musicians’ union here. | T&€!S W ath the eS . ite 
The theatre still is open, playing As last summer, Wee & Leventha 


straight films now. will sponsor the legit, at popular 
Its loss on the five days of vaud- | Prices, In both houses. 

film is said to have been approxi- ‘ 

mately $700. This not only ex- e ‘ 

hausted the bankroll, but also cured Kiiby Heads New Club 

the owners of any further desire for 

stage shows. 





Plan to return vaudeville to sev- 








Brandts’ Flatbush, Brooklyn, and 
Windsor, Bronx, end their vaudfilm 
season this year the week of May 7, 








Glason Sets Actor Benefit 


Billy Glason has set the annual 
entertainment and ball for the bene- 


Jack Kilby, vaude and 
booker, shuttered his own office 
last week and on Monday (19) 
|joined the General Amus. Corp. 


fit of the Professional Entertainers | (Rockwell). He'll head GAC’s new | 


of New York at Palm Garden this 

year, dated the night of March 28. 
Actor-charity affair is cleared by 

Theatre Authority. 


club and hotel entertainment de- 
partment. 

GAC has never before been very 
‘l active in that field. 


‘the THEATRE of the STARS. 





| 








BOOKING AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BLDG. ANNEX 


160 WEST 46™ ST. NEW YORK 


Biyant 9-7800 





H. LUBIN 


J. 
GENERAL MANAGER 


SIDNEY H. PIERMONT 


BOOKING MANAGER 


after which both houses switch to | 
shows. | 


nitery | 


Going Native? 


Henny Youngman, who opened at 
the Bowery, Detroit, Monday (17), 
has been booked for repeats in 
the Brandts’ Flatbush and Windsor 











Night'Club Reviews 





BLUE ROOM, N. O. 





in Brooklyn and the Bronx. He 
opens April 10 in Brooklyn. 


| 
Comic is also set to do a Colum- 
' bia short with the Radio Rogues. 


. > J 
Rio’s Copacabana Op, —_{ moderately fast enough to prove sat-_ 


(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 


New Orlean, March 14. 
Ted Weems Orch, Crawford and 


'and Marilyn Thorne. 


Show plays smoothly and moves 


|isfying to most of customers of this 
swank nocturnal rendezvous. Any 


On Ist Visit to U. S., lorchestra that is booked into this 
. spot i Lent seas s 
Gandering Vartk Acts the’ odds against “it, due to large 
> 
| 


Duarte Atalaya, of the Copaca- 
bana Casino management in Rio de 
Janeiro, is in the States on his first 
visit. While in tNew York he is 
headquartering at the William Mor- 
ris agency, where Lou Wolfson is 
setting an ice revue for the Brazilian 
casino. Atalaya has bought a car | 
and will motor from New York to 
Florida, New Orleans, Hollywood, 
Frisco, Chicago and back to N. Y. 
before sailing for home. 


Realizing the growing importance 


church-going population. But judg- 
ing the costed takine on the opening 
night, Ted Weems and his crew will 
have little trouble overcoming this 
obstacles. 

Weems and band predominates, 
and there’s plenty of comedy, danc- 
ing, singing and acrobatics to pro- 
vide variety. 
ing bands to appear here in recent 
months, Weems features some cork- 
ing arrangements’ which 
sweet as well as swing tunes, with 
an occasional group of waltzes 
thrown in. Outfit is pleasant to 
| listen to although a little loud at 
times. Most bands which play spot 


of Latin-American accord in every | have the same trouble getting accus- | 


manifestation, Atalaya’s partner is 
also coming north, to gather first- 
hand information on U. S. talent 
standards with an eye to buying for 


ithe Rio casino. Heretofore bookings 


have been haphazard through sun- 
dry agents, notably Hal Sands, who 
just sent Harris, Claire and Shan- 
non south on another booking. Jack 
Davies, Miles Ingalls, the Morris 
office, CBS Artists Bureau (Jack 
Bertell) and several others have 


| booked talent. No exclusivity is in- | 
| tended by Atalaya, at least right 


now, excepting that he has become 
| vexed with the misimpression some 
|of the agents have imparted along 
| those lines. 

Atalaya had one unfortunate ex- 
perience with a Viennese songstress, 
who was highly touted from her 


phonograph sales. He booked her at | 


$1,500 weekly from N. Y., and it 
proved a highly disappointing book- 
ing. While not reproaching any- 


body, it pointed up the fallacy of | 


buying blind, so to speak. 





New Acts In Cafes 











CLAIRE & ARENA 

| Dancers 

| 10 Mins. 

| Hotel St. Moritz, N. Y. 


This is an unusual dance combo 
in that Claire is a ballerina from 
the Frisco Opera Co. who does ball- 
room routines, on her toes, while her 
vis-a-vis is in conventional white- 


switch to make them interesting. 
| This, coupled with showmanly pro- 
| graming, sets them apart from run- 
of-the-mine dancers. 

Following the opening piro- 
oetting, a second routine switches 
her from ballet slippers to dancing 
| shoes, and theirs becomes a more 


; with class and distinction. They 
drew a neat applause total and a 
general all-round registering with 
the Cafe de La Paix customers at 
the Hotel St. Moritz. They’re a 
|cinch for general nitery and hotel 
bookings. Abel. 


} 


JOHNNY HOWARD 

| Comedian 

15 Mins. 

Hotel St, Moritz, N. Y. 


Johnny Howard is a comer among 
emcee comedians. An American, 


riety revues in England and also 
around Chicago. On the floor of the 
Cafe de la Paix, of this hostelry, he is 
a neat show-pacer, handling the in- 
troductories with specialty songstress 
| Lucille Matthews and maestro Eddie 
| Varzos in proper buildup manner, 
| until his own nonsense routjne with 
a fetching change of pace. 

He does hoke magico to ‘Johnay 
Pedler’; whistles well to “Tango 





delle Rosa’; does a good ‘Olga’ com- | 


|; edy number in Russky fashion: and 


| 


| winds up with an English military 


whence escapology is the general 
keynote. While Kipling-style poems 
of troopers in 


done well by Howard, it’s too marked 


his stuff which is the entire key- 
note of his routine. 


None the less, as a new face among | 
cafe emcees Johnny Howard is some- 
body to reckon with, for he'll be | 
quite vivid in short order. He has 
a fetching front, knows how to 
handle himself and his show, and 
he doesn’t get fresh, although there 


get out of hand. By and large, he’s | 
effective. He’s no novice, having | 








“ea Age eS Sa 


been around but has switched his | 
stuff and improved materially. 
Abel. | 


| Crawford 
| comedy dancers, playing a return 

| engagement here, got plenty of palm | 
| pounding for their novel routines. | 


| tie-and-tails. It’s a different enough | 


Dept. at Gen’ Amus.. 


rhythmic pacing, but again done} 


he’s been with Jack Hylton’s va- | 


poem that’s debatable for a cafe | 


tomed to the room on the first night. 
and Caskey, musical 


| Their imvnersonation of Fred Astaire 
| and Paulette Goddard doing a dance 
‘in ‘Second Chorus,’ (Par) went over 
| big. Male member dons a Fred As- 
taire mask. Margery Dave, a looker 
lwith a nifty chassis, got nice re- 
sponse for her acrobatic dancing and 
| high-kicking. 
| The Four Comets get around deftly 
on skates. Their gyrations on the 
| rollers had ringsiders guarding their 
soup. Click nicely. Imitation of fel- 
| low learning to skate by two of male 
| members of act drew plenty of belly 
|laughs and added applause. 
Baritone Perry Como sells nicely 
ijwith ‘Only Forever,’ ‘Maybe,’ and 
‘Tll Never Smile Again.” Femmes 
went for him in big way. Elmo Tan- 
ner’s whistling clicks big, getting 
plenty of clapping for whistling 
number in chorus with two clarinets. 
Red Ingle, also slated to appear in 
show, was ill and unable to appear. 


jing heavily with ‘Five 
Whistle’ and ‘Ferryboat Serenade.’ 
| Weems emcees nicely. 
|he remains in background, letting 
| the acts take the spotlight and bows. 
Outfit plays for dancing following 
show and kept the tables empty and 
floor jammed. Liuzza. 


VILLA MADRID, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 13. 
Donald Novis, Tryon Sisters (2), 
Key Taylor, Carmen, Mark Lane, 
Etzi Covato Orch (7); 50c¢ cover. 








When Joe Hiller, now a booker, 
had this Liberty avenue cellar spect 


flopped, nobody ever gave the place 


body in and out of the trade, gave 
"em good shows, had the celebs 





langle, but it was no dice. Lo-| 
| cation was figured against it, and| 
|} mob almost correctly figured that if 
| Hiller couldn’t put it over, nobody 
| could. However, they reckoned 
without Etzi Covato and John La- 
zaro, couple of shrewdest operators 
in town. They had the old Show 
Boat back in the lush days of pro- 
hibition and it made a fortune for | 
them. Ditto the Plaza Cafe and later 
Italian Gardens. When latter was/| 
torn down to make room for a big 
store, Covato and Lazaro had to look 
| around for a new location. 

Only thing available downtown 
was the old Music Box, which had 
been without a tenant since Hillier 
folded five years ago. They took it, 
| Spent a little coin fixing the spot 
up a bit, rechristened it the Villa 
Madrid and put out their sign. Part- 

ners are the perfect team for nitery | 

operators. Covato knows entertain- | 
| 





ment and can book shows shrewdly. 
He's also a first-class greeter and has | 
| an easy way of making friends and | 
influencing customers. Lazaro, on 
the other hand, is behind the scenes, 
the biz manager who can _ buy 
smartly, fix menus and keep the help | 
| On its toes. Combo has worked out | 
| Successfully several times in past 


t India are very | and is duplicating on the Villa Ma- | 
worthy, and this one is certainly | drid operation. Spot after slow start | h 


| has finally started to catch on and 


a contrast to the general gaiety of | looks like a real winner from here | 


on in, 
Shows have been consistently | 
good, and Covato has been peppering | 


| his layouts with a fairly steady pro- | 


cession of names. Latest is Donald | 
Novis and he still has a marquee | 
wallop, as biz indicates, although off | 
the air for some time now. His pipes 
still haven’t put in a bid for social 


| 
are spots where his material could | security and they’re serving Novis | 


in great fashion. He’s a balladeer of 
top proportions, has a million-buck 
personality and hits the top notes 
on the nose. A gracious performer 
who bends over backwards to please | 


Caskey, Margery Daye, The Four) 
| Comets, Perry Como, Elmo Tanner, | 


| 


include | 


Marilyn Thorne, although lacking | 
| in stage poise, sells song nicely, scor- | 
O'Clock | 


Otherwise, | 


under the Music Box handle and it! 


a chance again. Hiller knew every-| 


flocking there and worked every} 


the customers, they can’t get enough 
of him here and Novis gives 'em 
everything he has, even going way 
back in the files for requests from 
| those who heard him when. A ma- 
jor leaguer everv way. 

Other acts are also socko. Tryon 
Sisters, couple of slight misses, pop 
the ringsiders eyes with their whirl- 
wind acrobatic adagio and later a 
sizzling Apache free-for-all; Key 
Taylor is a cutie who can give a lot 
of big-timers a few lessons in taps, 
j}and Latin-looking pretty who. calls 
| herself Carmen spins through the 
air like a dizzy windmill. If em- 
phasis seems to be a little heavy on 
| footwork, this is a case where it 
| doesn’t make any difference because 
talent calibre over-rides the uneven 
balance. 
| Band is Covato’s outfit although 
_he’s strictly on the management end 
,now and leaves the batoning to Mark 
| Lane, who also m.c.s. For a seven- 


One of the outstand-| piece outfit (three sax, two trumpets, 


piano, drums), it makes plenty of 
music and most of it good, too. Dan- 
sapation covers the field, and boys 
| are equally facile at sweet, jive and 
congarhumba rhythms, and they can 
do everything a show asks of them. 
Cohen. 





Cafe Society Uptown 
(NEW YORK) 





Golden Gate Quartet, Hazel Scott, 
Kenneth Spencer, Al Ammons and 
Pete Johnson, Eddie South orches- 
tra (7) and John Kirby band (6); $2 
| minimum, 





Cafe Society Uptown, a billing 
utilized to distinguish it from the 
Greenwich Village cafe of the same 
name (both under Barney Joseph- 
son management, who interchanges 
the talent), has one of the top inti- 
mate cafe shows in*stown. t's all 
| colored, but of a different calibre—a 
sort of post-graduate Harlem, liter- 
ate, classy and socko. 

Striving for class is frequently a 
misstep when colored entertainers 
aspire to aping their ofay con- 
freres. It’s often proved fatal. But 
this observation by no means ap- 
plies here. Even the Paul Robe- 
|}sonesque Kenneth Spencer manages 
well even though not strictly nitery 
|in calibre with his ‘Troika,’ ‘Drink to 
Me Only With Thine Eyes’ and 
‘Lindy Lou’ type of Town Hall 
vocalizing. (Incidentally that Town 
Hall analogy is no ad lib; he’s been 
there, which is evidence of the 
rangy Mr. Spencer’s vocal ability.) 

But, paradoxically, considering the 
| Cafe Society billing (a tongue-in- 
|cheek, self-ribbing nomenclature), 
|it’s the boogie-woogie that makes the 
|$2 minimum checks go round here. 
|For one thing, there are Al Ammons 
j}and Pete Johnson whose boogie- 
woogie dexterity at the twin uprights 
}1S something out of no Steinway. 

Hazel Scott, a looker at the baby 
grand, is another mean masseuse of 
the mess of black-and-whites, al- 
though her pianology harks back to 
| the classics, in many instances, for 
the 1941 treatment she accords 
them. 

Golden Gate Quartet with their 
rhythmie spirituals; Eddie South, a 
dusky violinist whose ‘dark angel of 
|the violin’ billing tells everything, 
|plays Viennese chansons like a 
Lenox avenue Romany; and John 
Kirby’s out-of-52d-street sextet 
(Band Reviews) round out a show 
that’s getting plenty of boxoffice for 
this East 58th street (near Park) 
cafe. Ever since this spot was Belle 
Livingston’s Saloon (circa speak- 
easy), this room, with the exception 
of one brief period before repeal 
when it ghehed an a class speak, un- 
til raided, has been a jinx for sundry 
bonifaces, from Joe Zelli to ‘Mother’ 
Kelly. Current management is 
breaking the jinx with its style of 
entertainment. Most of the talent 
earned their CS in the Greenwich 
Village Cafe Society, so it’s really 
been proven and approved for those 
midtowners not hardy enough to 
make the trek below the 52d street 
line. Abel. 


CLUB BALI, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 12. 
Xavier Cugat Orch (14) with Lina 
Romau. Miguelito Valdes, Adel Mara, 
Nico Lopez, Carmen Castillo, Bali 
Girls (6), Allen Fielding Orch (8); 
No cover: $1 minimum week nights, 
$1.50 Fridays, $2 Saturdays. 


The brothers Kaliner have finally 
it upon a clicko combination to go 
with the tropical decor of the Club 
Bali (nee Bennv-the-Bum’s). After 
trying strinneroos, corny 
jugglers, and what have you, they’ve 
come up with Xavier Cugat and his 
surrounding cast of topnotch south- 
of-the-border performers. The ans- 
wer to this combo is showing up at 
the gate. Since the opening this 
week (10) the spot hasgbeen playing 
to turn-’em-away biz. 

Standout among the gang of stand- 
outs is petite, brunette charmer Adel 
Mara, in her one number, a whirl- 
ing flamenco. The little lady, stil! 
in her teens, is definitely picture ma- 
(Continued on page 53) 
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Detroit AGVA Rumpus on Les Golden FA] -5|Ih) W . OTHER Lawrence Golde Moves From Morris To 
Results in Prof. Maj Quitting as Prez 4 AVS G() ARK Sherman Office; Biggest Vaude Book 


| 


gn a ag tg ‘Danny Kaye at $1,500 Nitery Ops’ Talk With | "erence 5. Gotde, tormeniy on 


Adams, Newark, Doing OK erating the Variety Riiinna ge out of 


erupted in the American Guild of . e . . 
Variety Artists, this time involving Plus 0 In N. y. Nitery with Policy — Brooklyn Gunmen Was ‘Innocent’ the William Morris office, becomes 
































the Detroit branch. Professor Maji iat: ° | general wumnesee for Biward Ghar 
last week resigned as president, after - - sink ae a" Strand to Follow aon - ated a a ais & salma ae tees 
the Detroit local’s executive board anny Aaye started this week un- day-to-Thursday ‘Dog inneapolis, Marc 


‘ The beer licenses for Charlie's | Golde vaude booking lists will be 
Days’ Shuttered Cafe Exceptionale and the 620 Club, | merged. New combo shapes up as 


Haddock when the latter was Na-|nitery has made its m.c. a 25% part- lg Pa beter oe. = largest individual vaude booking of- 
tional exec sec. ner if the gross hits over $9,500. . , ie tain 
Prof. —e _ : ———. ge no ag siete e we oe IA STYMIES ST. LOO = ae ao ee mee wihorsnt bookings handled by com 
rejected by the loca ard, but #/ salary jumps Kaye from to $1,- rm s } : " 
membership meeting Sunday (16) ac- |500 a week guarantee. This is part Sdicn’ te Gaenen ts ee bined Sherman-Golde offices include 
cepted = hg oergen so = with = er the new Seat ot va jack Bortell A possible boxoffice solution for| water prision, have been granted. | 19 spots. Strong effort is to be made 
gret’ after Maji refrained from put- | o rtists, who too e ‘Lady stage show houses unable to get ace | Th aldermen found that the ni ’ , thi 
/ a ; ; ; - ‘ s ght|to develop 2 vaude circuit which 
ting up further fight for Golden’s|in the Dark’ comic under his direc- |". . : e ; 
dismissal in order to ‘retain har- | tion. picture product is part-time opera- ange pene ae ae eae ae will give acts and bands a complete 
mony. - RF Kaye was first showcased by Dario | tion three days a week with name hadn't tried to obtai pardons for season s a Nineteen locations 
Some time ago Maji petitioned|(& Diane) at the Martinique when| talent or bands to get the cream to be booked by the amalgamated 


; : , them. : . 
the national board in N. Y. to re-|the dancer went into the cafe busi-| «. , : , ; offices are as follows: 
move Golden, whom he termed en- | ness, and clicked with him from the weekend biz, then going dark for the} It developed that Schaefer’s bro- 


tirely unsatisfactory. The national start. Subsequent renewal options | fUF ‘dog days.’ Sad slammed Wa Ghee th tae Hae Ricca sent 3 weaning, A> Me tene Pal- 
board then stated that Golden was| brought Kaye back to the midtown! Idea has been tested at the Adams, | °° nd that th “euee ati - “ ace, Akron; Palace, Youngstown; 
purely a local matter. Maji’s idea | cafe at up to the $500 weekly before | Newark, for the past two months | VP an at the conversations petr- , , , ; 


refused to dismiss Les Golden, ex- der a new deal with La Martinique 
ecutive secretary appointed by Hoyt | management, whereby the New York 














was that Golden should be replaced | the big jump to $1,500. and the house, which had been doing — gee boxing ty Sr set we acgage- te gua A pe Bae dom 
by an official who ‘would not have poorly, is now operating at a profit. | € might club owners were staging. oceans Whlintainbins ie “ =e , 
to be continuously watched.’ As result of this, a similar policy delphi: * Ad P Ne mg “ee 
Censures Maji will be tried shortly at the Strand, neo —y vores State, 
Although refusing Maji’s resigna- N y AGVA WII | Brooklyn, a Warner Bros. operation DET 0) V Hartford; Lowell, Lowell, Mass.; Ri- 
tion, the Detroit local board did ~ in the Si Fabian-Paramount pool. . alto, Louisville; State, Harrisburg; 
censure its president for carrying The Newark Adams was bought Towers, Camden; Rialto, Flint; State, 
on official correspondence on AGVA : 9 last year by A. A. Adams, who is in Easton; Majestic, Paterson, N. J. 
policy without the board first sanc- partnership with Paramount in that Edward Sherman has for past 15 
tioning same. One letter that the town, to stave off any future stage years rated as one of most Success- 
board found especially irritating show competition with his Para- ful independent vaude _ bookers. 


was one in which Maji stated that mount theatre. He spent a consider- Golde has operated the Variety Ex- 
there were communists on the staff able amount of money refurbishing change for the past 12 years and 
of a certain trade paper (not ° the house and then resumed stage J } 


worked as booker on the Keith- 














Variety). The board felt that har- shows, booked by Eddie Sherman, Albee floor for 20 years prior to that. 

mony and not opposition should be who once operated the house in com- Golde naturally moves’ dver’ to 

promoted with the trade press. It | A New York membership meeting | petition to Adams. The seven-day Detroit, March 18. Sherman’s present quarters in the 
| 





was also the Detroit board’s feeling ‘ : operation was n.s.g., with the part- : ill vote in| Brill Building, N. Y. 
that Maji was out of line in demand- | of the American Guild of Variety | time name band shows then tried | Detropers prowebly we ¥ 


; | Artists has been called for Friday | ick! “i ; | the spring election on whether they| At the same time as Golde moves 

i Tie ga supreme authority | i) tr tis nukes of akin aden Ate y 3 pi Reged | want liquor sold on Sustavs Niter-|over, Mickey Aldrich, Sherman’s 
i ine me . : ' lj ‘ ye been agi- i , 

Golden for some time has been|"0™/nations to the national board in as headliners for the three-day cata Gaius ee bane sibmitted seorria irene ‘ond pod re sa 

i él oe ‘ rp orri ice as u sales- 

under fire in Detroit. From reports, |the forthcoming election. Only | weekend. Ito > eltinens. contending that with S$ 0 a vaude talent sales 


man, Al Allen remains with Sher- 
man’s Office. 


; members in good standing as of Jan. | 
31 will be admitted; all nominations 


he hag. antagonized many of the 


5 S ¢ ) ors in th : 
agents and nitery operator that| must be made by members in good 


j y = > | 
ee ty i el 7; ae a cage gee standing and endorsed by 25 mem- 
reatene e local agents with an’ bers whose status is likewise 100%. 


Same policy for the Strand is be- | | the rush of war orders here, Sunday 
ing planned for Easter. It has been | is about the only day the workers 
recommended for the Brooklyn | pave to cut loose. It also would give 
house by Bob Weitman, managing | the spots a chance to improve their 


AGVA-operated agency if  they| h prraei | director of the Paramount, N. Y., fol- | shaky business now that week days Hurricane, N.Y. Folds; 
didn’t fully cooperate with the tal- At the last AGVA national board | lowing a close study of what has| nq the locals resting up for the in- 








: .| meeting (12), a special administra- | happened in Newark. It’s not un- Justriz Sanihes A 0 d? D ‘ P 
é é é é Re : - rial stints. 
OM, Unien. Ene national Bosra lever | tive committee to handle N. Y. local | likely that it may be tried in other } ‘ha j cts we ays ay, 
Maji Aided Financial Setup eae AR set 1 2 plebiscite, it won't automatically 
On the other hand, Maji is con- | SUPCTY!S!0n was set up. Dave Fox| The Fabian circuit which operates alee that Detroiters can hoist more 
whipped the local’s finances into whe bavi ihren Taine oe: om Brooklyn, under the three-way pool will merely be an indication of the Folding of the N. Y. Hurricane, 
| pperman, Siey, Cason, Sonsuetlia | existing there, is presently negotiat- | will of the people, with the Council | Broadway nitery, early last week (9) 


ordered Golden to cancel the license. , ; While the Council may allow the 

| affairs under the national board’s| parts of the country. Chorine Checks Bounce 
eoded ley the tecal board to have is chairman, and the other members | the Strand, Paramount and Fox in |potent beverages on Sunday. Vote 
shape after they had reached a mud-| piowertown and Elton Rich 


dled condition under Golden’s ad-| : , ing with the — weeps contract to | governing itself accordingly. left all of the performers and Vin- 
ministration. At the last AGVA| Another national board meeting | apply for the Friday-Saturday-Sun- | At present time, wine and beer | cent Lopez’ band holding the bag for | ; 


is scheduled for today (Wednesday), | day stage show plan. Harry Kal-| can be sold legally after 2 p.m. ON | two days’ salary. Also several chorus 
when Dewey Barto, AGVA’s ex-|cheim, Par booking chief, is begin- | Sunday, but not liquor. girls hold rubber checks for the pre- 
president, will be presented with the | ning to contact name bands and | ——— vious week’s pay. 


membership meeting in N. Y., Majji, 
who came on to attend a board} 
meeting, kept the meeting from get- 


: ; embossed resolution thanking him /| other talent. Strand is presently wd ; 
‘ a tiene Lopez himself took over 2ration 
aes, "Geum gone i oe or 00 Se has Gams to Surteey the | Sens Seereee. Gambling Raid Clips lof the sens the last sour y oat and 
p =speech asking 10 armony | organization. Barto resigned three | » thi ( “y , 
from all the opposing factions. 7 Only thing that may stop exten- 


cms oi ; ny x. paid off in full for that time, but it 

days after achieving the ouster of | sion of similar policies to other thea- 500 Club. Top A. . itery had been agreed that the bandleader 
Hoyt Haddock as national executive | tres would be the unions, as was ? |; would not be responsible for any 
secretary. | the case with Fanchon & Marco in pa aeae previous salaries dues. 


The Detroit local has made an 
urgent plea for Gerald Griffin, na- | 
tional AGVA administrator pro tem, 


Arno in ! s j : i t i j ‘ ‘ P 
io Gs Shove and Meth eleolaten out o in Arrear | St. Louis. F. & M. proposed playing Atlantic City, March a | Hurricane had lost its liquor li- 
Palas "hs ; A sts Last week in AGVA also saw th | intermediate b.o. bands and stage Phil Barr’s 500 Club, swankie: | conse and found th aiente ‘tam Shine 
the situation. It’s unlikely, however, | S150 SAW tne | ow = . al Thursday ‘ € going wo toug 
gee , aie >| overing of Char! Arno, who | S20WSs at the mammoth Fox there|nitery here, was raided 1urscay | without one. Mario (Tosetti) w 
that Griffin will make the trip |} uncovering oO Cnaries ro, wno h day : 3 i Ss | ya t k 87 10u ° NLaT10 S@itl) Was 
. lhas been linked with the radical three days a week, with straight | (13) by 50 policemen, who too ‘ 


the operator, but others were sup- 
posed to be bankrolling the spot, in- 





, : : faction, as recently in arrears in films the sp Mg time, but the | persons to — gy a 

NBC S Auditorium Dates dues. It was also disclosed that raga oi nay i “ — a = Fox om gee 2 see a ying vo cluding George Raft. Latter, it’s re- 

Arno’s partner, Arn " ’ en,-4 casiona! shows, | the raid, sal , —— , | ported, got out some time ago with- 
oe 0. ette, with whom j}.when it can get what it believes to | from ‘an --eleaberate gambling room P e ag 


~ ° as : : He > ; 3 i t *h loss, if ¢ a 
With Bojangles-Quartet dl ngs ——* ay = be a definite b.o. draw. |ai the club, and that the Govern- ee ee — 


was not a member of Hurricane, formerly the Paradise, 





A V d 4 T AGVA and refused to join. Happy’s | eee | ment immediately F gy a reopened under the Mario aegis with 
$ Vall e ypo ry is an AGVA spot and Arno and | ones bey er stated gp tod yall a South Seas motif patterned after 
| Arnette were ordered dismissed and EARL PHILLY. bfrees ai liam Monte Proser’s nearby Beachcomber, 

Two experimental concert dates | replaced by an act in AGVA. | Serr pou released under $2,000 which was then an outstanding click. 
have been set by the NBC Artists| Little else of importance came up bail on a gaming charge, as were iad a time the Hurricane’s biz was 
Bureau for an entirely new type pro- at last week’s board meeting, al- | 10 other associates and employees plenty okay, especially after the ini- 
gram. Sole performers will be tap- | though it was decided to permit the | BOOKS NAMES Seventy-six customers were released tial click of Romo Vincent, but then 
ster Bill Robinson and the Deep| Montreal branch, unable to remit after all-night questioning. the b.o. fell ‘way off. It recently 


applied for reorganizatic 
Six days previously the Mayor ms ecorganization under 


| personally led a raid against a race- 
track information center diagonally 
across the plaza from the railroad | 


River Boys, all-Negro group of four | 40% of its income to the national of- 
warblers and a piano accompanist | fice because of Canadian exchange 
who do a regular show on NBC. | restrictions, to remain an AGVA af- 

Dates are next Wednesday (26) in| filiate. However, it cannot have any 








Philadelphia, March 18. 

















the Municipal Auditorium, Macon, | representation on the national board Stanley-Warner’s vaudfilmer, the! station. Wires from this place were HANDIN ELECTED NVA 

Ga., and the following night in the | nor can it send reps to a national , Earle, bas lined up an imposing list | traced to a dozen addresses, and the 

Municipal Auditorium, Atlanta. Sing- | convention in any other capacity but | of name bands and vaude headliners | first two—on Atlantic Avenue—were PREZ FOR FIFTH TIME 

ers will open the show with a 30-! as observers, | for the next couple of months. |raided. One of these, a luxuriously 

minute presentation, Robinson will Among those skedded to make ap-| decorated establishment, was oper- 

follow for another 30 minutes, then ‘ . pearances are Martha Raye, Wilbur | ated by ‘Doc’ Cooch, familiar to| The NVA has completed its elec- 

aly be an intermish to be fol- Flu No Deterrent To Evans and Edith Fellowes, week be- | Showfolk. tion of officers, with attorney Lou 

lowed by another half hour each by .. ginning March 28; Bill Robinson and |Handin set as president for the fifth 

the vocalists and the vet dancer. Belle Baker Ss Dates Jimmy Lunceford’s band, April 4; Proser Gets S.A.’s Bing | consecutive term by a wide margin. 
If the idea clicks, NBC is going out Belle Baker, currently at the Flat- Will Bradley’s orch, April 11; Eddie : ; ' Joe McInerney and Lester Rose are 

after a flock of similar dates for next | bush, Brooklyn, is worki ng the date Cantor and Dinah Shore, April 18; — ao hia sine oe first and second v.p.s, respectively, 

year, hoping to fill the better part of | despite an attack of flu. Horace Heidt’s crew, May 2. York tonight “13), was vd pied with Rosa Crouch as secretary, and 


the season for Robinson. Marty For- 


kins, the terper’s manager, looks for-| She got off the train from Miami! Also tentatively scheduled, but the okay of CBS prexy William §s. | Bill Marble, treasurer. Directors are 


ward to the new type engagement as_ feeling ill and has since had a nurse with no definite dates, are Lucille Paley. _Ed West, Juliet Heath, Gus Harz and 
a powerful replacement for the flag- |in attendance backstage. She’s sched- Ball and Desi Arnaz, Glenn Miller, The radio exec stated Arvizu was Joe Rose ; | 

ging vaude field. Robinson is getting | Uled to open Friday (21) at the Tommy Dorsey, Raymond Scott and the Latin Bing Crosby, especially NVA's annua] benefit this year is 
a guarantee and percentage on the | Brandts’ other vaudfilmer in N. Y.,| a stage version of radio’s ‘Truth or popular in Central America on rec-| Scheduled for April 20 at the Man- 


dates. the Windsor, Bronx. | Consequence’. ords and radio. ‘hattan Center, New York. I 





peer 


AAG hs SOG F828 | 


erent RRR PA Sr RE tt oa 


| 





: 


St ONO fine Pete tee Spey + RR MRE 40 


46 HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 19, 1941 





' { 
of her stuff is a bit too much on the 
‘blue side for such a family location, 
but there were apparently plenty of 
takers in this mob. ‘Last Time I 
encore, is done a bit too 

despite the apparent 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Eureka Quartet (Stanley Bonham, ‘té ac 
Loren Hollenbeck, Jack Paddock,,>54W Paris. 
Paul Matthen), Bil Baird and Co dramatically 
(5), The Trojans (3), Corps de Bal- timeliness. . ae ; ht 
let, Singing Ensemble, Rockettes, House packed on night Oo, 4 
Symphony Orch. with Erno Rapee ood, 


conducting; ‘Cheers for Miss Bishop’ ; eat ae 
TOWER, K. C. 


(UA), reviewed in Variety Jan. 19 
Current stage show at the mam- 
moth Rockefeller Center house 1 
below average, possibly because the 


Kansas City, March 15 
Danny Drayson, Stan Early, Windy 


management was reluctant to fork | Cpo}- Wanda Gibson. Steven Phil- 
out a major budget for a bill likels lips, The Charms (3), Harmonica Es- 
to have a comparatively brief run. gyiregs (4). Brandt Sisters (43), 
Whatever the explanation, the show | Tommy Russell, Herb Six House 
is sub-par both as a production spec- Orch: 


‘Barnyard Follies’ (Rep). 

tacle and for straight entertainment ‘ 
punch Billing labels this one as Major 

Presentation is titled and follows Bowes ‘All-Star Revue,’ and the 
the theme of ‘Yesterday,’ in line with word ‘amateur’ would be a misnomer 
the nostalgic quality of the ‘Cheers applied to any act here. Show has 
for Miss Bishop’ feature. Although some high spots and some less ele- 
the sets are more lavish than any yated, carrying nice pace to run off 
other house would offer, they're rel--j¢s nine acts in 53 minutes. Stan 
atively modest for the Music Hall. Karly takes over the m.c.ing 
Only one, a rococo mansion back- usually handled by Lester Harding 
ground for a ballet number, is ef-. of the reguiar house staff, but music 
fective Some of the costumes are jis from Herb Six and his house 
decorative, but others, notably those crew, with Wanda Gibson of the 
for the Rockettes, are unbecoming. show sitting in at another piano. 

Gay ’90’s atmosphere is projected Best bits are the work of Danny 
at the outset of the show, as Our Drayson, Three Charms and Windy 
Eureka Quartet, apparently recruit- | Cook. Drayson has been caught in 
ed from the house Glee Club, does | Some other shows here recently and 
barber-shop harmony as the lyrics | Clicks solidly with his comic rhythm 
of old song favorites are flashed on ‘taps and clowning. The ean ha 
the screen. It's fairly diverting, but | ™x acrobatic terping with ro a 
overlong. Corps de Ballet next does | Skate acros to put : age — 
a number on the girl's games motif | Closing. They're a late Ps . ‘Wi vad 
—hop-scotch, hoop-rolling, rpe- | the show, coming here from Wic K 
skipping. ita. The 11-year-old Windy Cook | 

Bil Baird and Co. (New Acts) fol- | ets heavy customer approval for — 
low with a puppet theatre offering, | TePertory of —— sound effects ot 
a travesty of the hoke mellers, if |Cmough to rate him as a juve Rule 
that’s possible. Could profitably’ be | Davis. 


Early steps out of his m.c. role to 
cut to half its present length. The | . : ‘ig 
Trojans, standard acrobatic act, are | turn his Fred Allen accent on imper 


| sonations, bringing out 


handsprings. Three lads do nothing 
but the handsprings, but they do 
those so spectacularly and with so 
many variations that they hold con- 
tinuous interest. Finale uses a suf- 
fraget theme, with the feminists lug- 
ging signs of votes-for-women and 
similar tags, and the Rockettes clos- | 
ing with one of their customary flash 
routines. Hobe. 


contrasting approval. Music is prom- 
inently represented, with Miss Gib- 


good-quality, soft-volumed soprano 
'and turning to a pop song for an en- 
core; Brandt Sisters trioing both pop 
and novelty tunes; and by Eddie 
George, of the Esquires, doing ‘Night 
and Day.’ 

Instrumentally, Tommy Russell 
| has a novelty imitation of a pipe or- 
gan on three clarinents, and the 
| Harmonica foursome get over with 
| well-done numbers but overly done 
. P affectationis. 
Louis Prima Orch. (13) with) specialty contribution of 
Lillian Carrol, Connie Clark, Jack | Phillips. 
Powers; Dancing Debs (3), Barr and 
Estes, Cass Daley, Belle 
Shorts and Newsreels. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 





Steven 





Flatbush patrons, known as easy to! name lure. 


lineup when caught, blistering palms | house, and with the screen fare also 
and demanding repeated encores. | 
And with plenty of reason. Show 
ran off in sock fashion and can be 
ranked with the best to play the 
theatre this season. 

Louis Prima’s band is on a repeat 
booking because of a demand for 
him ‘he was here last fall; few 
bands wy this house twice a sea- 
son), Jutfit and its trumpetin : . ; 
leader contribute neatly on their | Knight pepe 
own and in support of various turns. | aha é 
Prima is one of those gravel- | 


its quota. Quin. 


COLONIAL, DAYTON 


Dayton, March 15. 


‘Tall, 





throated, effervescent m.c.s and goes} A bang-up vaudeville bill with 
a long way toward making things as everf¥ act a winner. The house 


orch ‘is on stage for background and 


acceptable as they are. His band . 3 
Sybil Bowan is a snappy m.c. who 


has improved considerably from a 


musical standpoint, contributing ar- | refrains from the usual routine of 


rangements and playing that would | telling a story or alleged joke on the 
set well most anywhere. Its most | least provocation. 
glaring weakness at the moment is| Very nifty to look at and cer- 
in vocal selling. tainly 
out of the magazine ads to give the 
neither adds a decorative note. Jack | customers an eyeful. Together they 
Powers has the means to click | sing ‘Aloha,’ ‘What “the Country 
stronger, since he has a good voice, | Needs Is More Love’ (and no one can 
but there’s a slightly ‘superior’ im- | disagreg with the way they put it), 
pression in his manner of delivery. | plus ‘Mary Goes ’Round and ’Round.’ 
Too, he tries to get tricky on such | Separately, Carolyn warbles ‘Yes, 
tunes as ‘It All Comes Back to Me | My Darling Daughter’ and Kay does 
Now’ and ‘Only Forever.’ Former is | well by ‘I Give You My Word.’ 
done as a cross between a rhythm! Hal LeRoy, who hasn’t been seen 
tune and ballad instead of the slow |in these parts in a long time, pro- 
temvo it demands. Second is done | vides socko entertainment with his 
Similarly, but it lends itself to such | variety of fast tapping. He opens 
treament better. with more or less routine steps to 
Prima is keeping his screaming | the tune of ‘Exactly, Like You’ but 
horn under wraps here. When he | from then on his pregram is different. 
does let it loose it adds to his show- | What he calls a ‘Variation in Rhy- 
manship. However, he might play | thm,’ with several tempos, is plenty 
more of that lowtoned stuff, as he | good,but the real tingle comes when 
does on the highly rhythmic ‘Hello, | he puts in fancy work to the tune of 
Ma I Done It Again.’ It’s good and | ‘You're O.K.’ A clever dance as he 
a change. sits on a chair to the tune of ‘Tea 
Rest of the laycut socks. Dancing | for Two’ has the customers. clamor- 
Debs (3) (New Acts) click mightily | ing for more. 
and are followed by Barr and Estes,| Miss Bowan clings to her familiar 
who keep the click groove warm. | impersonation routine seen here pre- 
Male half is an eccentric type, his | viously, beginning with Carmen Mi- 
rubber-legged terps setting well|randa_ singing ‘Souse American 
with Brooklyn jitterbugs and his | Way,’ but her freshness and genuine 
imitations of people in various poses | efforts to please put the stunts over 
make for solid laughs. Dance rou- as if they were entirely new. There's 
tine with his partner continues the the Cockney entry in the beauty 
giggles. | parade, the girl who smiles like 
Cass Daley knocks ’em out from | Gloria Swanson, an impersonation of 
the opening gun and they remain | Beatrice Lillie singing Noel Coward’s 
that way until she forces herself off | ‘I've Been to a Marvelous Party’ and 
by taking a bow in a robe. Come- | the somewhat broad but inoffensive 
dian singer feeds the mob a medley | characterization of Eleanor Roose- 
re her ‘pickup in the park, which | velt at a girl scout raHy . 
has been improved if anything. Sec- The other acts are of long-time 
ond bit, apparently new with her, | vintage, but excellent of their kind. 


are not strong enough lyrically and 


which pictures her as a laundry | The Two Gaudsmiths put their three | 
worker, is okay, but pale in comp- French poodles through their some- | 


arison to the medley of parodies.| what uncanny paces with perfect 
Does several encores, all strong. | timing and plenty of good -humor. 

Belle Baker was suffering from a_ The two Knight sisters open with an 
heavy cold this show, but had no | exceedingly graceful acrobatic act, 
trouble catching on. She held her | which, though it offers nothing sen- 
tunes and cracks in Yiddish. Some 


manner of presentation. Kany. 


| 


: ; Charles | 
on next for a solid few minutes of | Boyer and the Dead End Kids for | 


son tossing off an operatic aria in| 


A ballet tap routine is! 


Although this one outranks some 
Baker; | recent Bowes shows here in talent, 
it rings up the usual allotment of 
patronage, probably on the Bowes 
: Variety bill of this type 
Satisfy, extended themselves on this|is a natural for this family-trade 


in the receptive vein, week is hitting 


Singing Powers Models, Hal Le- 
| Roy, Sybil Bowan, The Gaudsmiths, 
Dark and 


good to hear are the three 
Lillian Carrol and Connie Clark | Powers Singing Models, who jump 


| plenty of b.o. activity. 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Ben Bernie and Orchestra (14) 
with Bailey Sisters (2), Johnny 
Ryan, Donald Saxon; Gene Sheldon 
with Linda Preston, Ralph Olsen and 
Lynn Shirley, Al Norman; ‘Footsteps 
in the Dark’ (WB), reviewed tn 
Variety March 5. 





Ben Bernie, with or without all 
his lads and lassies, might well be 
classified as a bit in the British tra- 
dition, i.e. once accepted almost 
anything goes Not that the ole 
maestro is waxing sloth or getting 
careless—he's too good a showman 
for that—but he does pull an oc- 
casional oldie which, however, un- 
der expert showmanship and suave 
delivery takes on added values. 
But, above all, they seem to eat up 
almost anything. Sum total, there- 
fore, is a neat click for the Bernieites 
on their periodic hegira to Main 
Street, not forgetting a pretty good 
shill for Bernie’s Tuesday night 
sponsor, Bromo-Seltzer. 


| last p.a. in flicker houses temporarily, 


|as at the end of the current engage- 
|}ment Thursday (20) he takes the 
band to Hollywood to continue his 
three-a-week net broadcasts for 
Chesterfield and preps for work in 
‘Sun Valley,’ a iiclar in which Sonja 
Henie will be starred. 


Management, which will next 
,month produce the annual police cir- 
‘cus for the police pension fund, gives 

a quartet of the bluecoats a chance 
to bally their revenue-getter and 
also harmonize on a couple of ditties. 
Show begins with Miller and his lads 
doing their themer. ‘Moonlight Ser- 
enade,’ behind the closed curtains 
and finishing with the stage fully ex- 
poséd. The sax section and Miller, 
with his trombone, are spotlighted 
for portions of the ditty. Before the 
customers stopped palm - pounding 
the tooters continued right on with 
‘In The Mood’ and ‘Frenesi.’ The 
Modernaires (4) next present their 
version of a novelty number 
‘Whatcha Know Joe?’ with Tex 
Beneke, tenor sax, contributing some 


vocals. 


With a band of 14, plus the 


Bailey Sisters (2), and with Donald 
Saxon and Johnny Ryan _ vocally 
featured, the fashionably tanned 
Bernie is there from the gong with 
his small talk, airy persiflage, idle 
chatter and ad lib golf-stance and 


congarhumba mincing. All of which | 


makes for a better than average 
maestro at the helm of his youthful 
band, but then, that’s no more than 
to be expected from the seasoned 


Bernie whose stage presence was al- 


ways dominant. 
The Bernie orchestral setup (not 
counting the vocalists), which coni- 


prises six brasses, four reeds and a, 


rhythm section of piano, drums, 


guitar and string bass, is solid with | 
some torrid arrangements, but in the | 
main it’s the variety of talents that | 


retail best. 


Dorothy Claire, tiny looker with 
the band, possesses smart pipes and 
socks over ‘Perfidia’ and ‘LaCucar- 
acha’ with the Modernaires. Paul 
Regan, a young ‘un, is a mimic of 
well knowns, and when he exhausts 
his repertory of those in the films 
and radio, he imitates F.D.R., Wen- 
dell Willkie and some of the person- 
ages heard in ‘March of Time’ re- 
leases. But for a tendency to relate 
some off-color gags Regan is o.k. 


After latter’s stint the band scores 
‘with ‘Tuxedo Junction’ and Ray 
Eberle. baritone, won a nice hand 
from the mob with his ‘Nightingale 
Sang in Berkeley Square’ and ‘I 
Hear A Rhapsody,’ with Moderaires 
chiming in for the chorus. Lorraine 
and Rognan, a nut arco-tav tearn, 
working in full dress, have plenty on 
the ball, with the gal carrying the 
major portion. Their stunt of doing 


Following the ‘Dark Eyes’ teeoff, the ‘Blue Danube’ waltz in the con- 
Donald Saxon, a personable youth, | ventional ballroom manner, and then 
tenors ‘Perfidia,’ while later in the | breaking off into some neat acro- 
proceedings John Timothy Ryan—to | comedy stuff, won the chair-warm- 
give him his full St. Patrick’s handle | ers, 


—js heralded as seven weeks over 
from County Mayo. The Irish lad, 
straighted by Shamus O’Bernie in 
an early Lindy’s road company of 
an Irish brogue, does a come-all-ye 
‘Irish Lullaby,’ that ties it up for a 
retake with ‘I'll Take You Home 
Again, Kathleen.’ 


| In between the two Bernie lads 
Shirley | 


Ralph Olsen and’ Lynn 
(New Acts) get over a sock acro- 
dance specialty that’s a standout for 
rostrum and cafe work. Then fol- 
lows the Bernies’ sizzling version 
of ‘Dear Old Southland’ to precede 
young Ryan’s Hibernian vocalizing 


| quite apropos for the period around | 


the March 17 date. 


: : 
Bernie’s patter is bright and, ever-| 
is wheeze | 


alert to the topical, his 
about the bus strike (‘it caught me 
with two transfers’) went over 
solidly, among the other chatter. 

Al Norman, added starter, her- 
alded as from the Trocadero, Holly- 
wood, is another seasoned stepper 
with his rubberleg style of leg- 
mania. The jitterbug essence and 
the eccentric soft-shoe tango make 
|for a brace of solid-Jackson spe- 
clalties on the hoof. 

The vocalizing Bailey Sisters 
with their maestro, manhandle ‘Li'l 
Abner,” a not particularly pat pick 
‘The Man Who Comes to Our House’ 
is likewise open to editing. not so 
much because it relies upon in- 
nuendo for major appeal, as the fact 
| it’s a jarring note for the other- 
wise smooth Bernie repertoire, not 
to mention it’s dated by association 
with the Tommy Tucker band. 

Bernie’s ‘Meditation from Thais’ 
violin-solo, done with a tongue-in- 
cheek stance, turns ott to be a legit 
instrumental interlude, and_ then 
Gene Sheldon, subsequently foiled 
by Linda Preston (a sweater-gal). 
comes on to mop up with his pan- 
|tomimic  banjoing. Sheldon has 
been around and improving con- 
stantly, but somehow he’s been 
overlooked by the film and stage 
bunch. He’s a panto artist of high 
calibre. whose Jimmysavoing is force- 
ful and projects well without resort- 
ing to extraneous mugging One 
day he’ll be ‘discovered’ as an un- 
usual pantomime, although he’s been 
knocking around in the varieties for 
many a season. 

Bernie signs ‘off with McCoy 
Krupa and Wayne King impres- 
sions (a rather familiar idea for the 
ole maestro to do, incidentallv). 
before the now trademarked adiev 
with ‘Au Revoir, Pleasant Dreams.’ 

Abel. 


FOX, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, March 14. 











| Dorothy Claire, Ray Eberle, The 


Modernaires, Lorraine and Rognan, 
Paul Regan, St. Louis Police Quartet, 


Glenn Miller Orch (18); ‘Meet The, balancing routines. 
| Chump’ (U). 





After the cops did their vocals, the | and ‘Ma, He’s Making Eyes.’ 


53-minute session wound up with the 
band presenting the ‘Anvil Chorus’ 
from ‘Il Trovatore’ the  brasses 
carrying the load. Miller m.c.’s and 
keeps up the speedy tempo. Sahu. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 





EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 15. 
Orrin Tucker Orch with Bonnie 
Baker, Nicky Nicola, Wally and Ver- 
dyn Stapleton, Walter Dare Wahl Co. 
(2), the Bodyguards, Lou new A 
Pit Band; ‘Blonde Inspiration’ (M-G) 








Orrin Tucker and his boys are 
making a belated appearance in 
Philly and the mob is giving them a 
royal welcome. The crew is long on 
showmanship, with plenty of novel- 
ties in numbers and presentation, 
which makes it one of the best stage 
bands appearin~ here in some time. 


Tucker himself sells himself to the 
pew-holders with a mobile charm 
lacking in many of the wooden-face 
band leaders that are wanding top- 
flight crews. Music itself is a bit 
brassy, but tricky antics more than 
make up for it. 

Gang has brought the fancy light- 
ing biz up to the peak of develop- 
ment. Particularly arresting is a 
number in which the band imitates 
other name. crews, using a blackout 
effect with illuminated ‘notes’ flash- 
ing across the darkened stage simu- 
lating various instruments. Also 
plenty effective is a number in 


| which the various drinking songs are 


played and sung, with the bandsmen 
holding beer-steins which become 


| miniature spots when opened. The 





| Baby,’ 


beer-stein number is used to intro- 
duce wee Bonnie Baker, with irri- 
descent letters on the side of the 
mugs spelling out her name. 

Miss Baker has a huge following 
here from her recordings with Tuck- 
ers men. Her appearance onstage 
was the signal for a burst of ap- 
plause which was repeated as she 
finished each number. She had to 
give out with eight tunes before be- 
ing allowed to bow off. During some 
of them she was backed up by the 
Bodyguards, a auartet of bandsmen- 
vocalists. Her tunes are ‘Nobody’s 
‘Maybe,’ ‘What Are Little 


|Girls Made Of,’ ‘Not Yet, Sweet- 


| 
| 


| 
| 


heart,’ ‘My Resistance Is Low,’ ‘Keep 
An Eye on Your Heart.’ ‘Oh Johnny’ 


Nicola, guitarist with the band, 
does a couple of solos, best of them 
being a swing version of ‘When You 
and I Were Young, Maggie.’ 

The Stapletons and Walter Dare 


| Wahl Co. are the two outside acts, 


| 


| their 


both standard and solid. The for- 
mer are a classy pair of tappers with 
a varied routine. Best received is 
boy - meets - girl pantomine. 


Bill Robinson, Apus and Estrelita, | Wahl and his pint-sized stooge got 


Amory Evans, Claudia McNeil, Leon 


Warrick, George Wiltshire, Gaines | their 


Bros. (3), Freddie Robinson, Line 
| (16), Showgirls (6); Shorts. 





Harlem event of the week is the 
appearance at the Apollo, for the 
first time in three years, of Bill Rob- 
inson, It’s like the return of the 
' prodigal, and chrome and ofay audi- 


ences alike are turning out in good- 
ly numbers to applaud the Bojangles 
taps and laugh at his stories. Un- 
fortunately trade isn’t all it might 


be, however, although that’s no re- | 


flection on Robinson. It seems to be 


the plaudits from the audience with 
familiar rough - and -t umble 
comic acrobatics. 

Lou Schraaer’s pit band plays the 


| intro and exit music. 


more a reflection on defense indus- | 
tries, which, Harlemites claim, dis- | 


criminate against Negro workers 
with the result that the famed Lenox 
avenue sector is in a doldrums in- 
stead of enjoying the boom prosper- 
ity supposedly rounding the corner. 
Business generally in Harlem is bad, 


Biz at Friday night (14) show had 
them standing in the lobby. Shal. 


Boston, March 14, 
Woodie and Betty, The Stanley 
Dancers (5), Three Freshmen, The 
Martins (4), Senator Murphy, Larry 
Flint House Band; ‘Flying Wild’ 
(Mono) and ‘Li’l Abner’ (RKO). 


With ‘better support from the 
screen this stage fare would be a 
satisfactory adjunct, but in the pres- 


| ent environment it’s supposed to sell 
|most of the tickets. It’s not that 


it is said, and the theatres are suf- | 


fering along with the rest. 

Show is strictly Robinson’s, with 
everything else cut down not only 
to conserve the nut (which Robin- 
son’s appearance naturally pushes 
up), but to give him full play. 
he’s on, he sweeps away everything 


in sight; when he’s not, except for | 


a spot here and there, it’s just a 
stage wait until he retutns. He 
goes through his stair work with 
eight gals, spins his yarns, kids gen- 
erally and proves again without a 
doubt that he’s one of show business’ 
greatest personalities. 

Robinson brings down with him 
from his Mimo Club in Harlem a 
couple of the acts there, which, in 
addition to some Apollo stock turns 
and an acrobatic trio, fill out the 
bill. From the Mimo come deep- 
throated songstress C: udia McNeil 
and tall terper and m.c. Amory 
Evans. Both nicely fill their niches. 
_Aside from Robinson’s contribu- 
tion, the comedy—or what Harlem 
habitually accepts as such—is pro- 
vided by Freddie Robinson, George 
Wiltshire, Apus Brooks and his wife. 
Estrelita. All suffer from the usual 

— of material, but manage to get 

y. 

| Gaines Bros. (3) are an exceptional 
;acro act, although their stanza is 
held to a minimum. Trio are un- 
usually fast—which makes a nice 
contrast against the generally slow 
pace of the show—in tumbling and 
Another strong 
;entry is Leon Warrick, who bari- 
| tones ‘Old Man River’ to fill out the 


After a six-week layoff of the | Musical side of the show. 


vaudfilm policy, Fanchon & Marco! 
resumed stage presentations at this! ¢als, also 
| 5,000-seater in midtown. 


Line of 16, plus half-dozen show- 
includes some doublers 


Miller and his tooters are generating | Speaking of costumes, the star's half. 


son and at session caught huge first 
floor was brimful 


This is Miller's tion. 


show are part of considerable show- 
manship he lends to the presenta 
: Herb. 


good. Senator Murphy and _ the 
Martins are co-featured in the bill- 
ing. 


To say that Murphy is as good as 
usual just about covers the situa- 
tion. His fans are still chuckling at 


| the simple, sly humor done with a 


When | in cold with 


sure-fire timing. The Martins come 
little indication that 


| the vaude mob is hep to their radio 


|}is bright and refreshing. 


reputation. However, this click 
quartet of evenly mixed singers 
gradually sell their wares to a peak 
that demands an encore. Two gals 
are ace personality assets for the 
group, and the costuming of all four 
Their top 
tune is ‘In Chi-Chi-Castenango’ 
from ‘Meet the People,’ and one big 
reason why they get a bid for an 
encore, ‘Get Away from It All.’ 
Start off with ‘Stratford-on-Hudson’ 
and ‘Frenesi.’ 

Three Freshmen, in the trey slot, 
are okay in their snappy comedy 
acro-risley turn. Boys keep mov- 
ing fast in a routine closely knit 
with funny  (fillips and_ tricky 
tumbles. Forward somersault by al) 
three from a triple mount clinches 
the duke din at the finish. Tend 
to milk the thank-you speech a bit 
but finally make the grade with a 


| neat gag of impersonating a plane 


taking off. 

Opening act, Woodie and Betty 
offers a very pleasing session 0% 
rollerskating. Boy looks a lot like 
Mickey Rooney and spins his femme 
partner in a fair assortment of 
tricks. Good showmanship in a cli- 
max of whirling the girl while she 


\lights a match, held in her teeth. 


Despite the | from the Mimo Ciub. Routines are | 


Lenten season lag elsewhere, Glenn | standard, hypoed by good costuming. dress set is a secret between Flint 


Current show dozen changes of i i > | 
i , | ranks with the best offered this sea- - me alton a ony 
audience easily with a string of | sational, appeals by its very smart | 


off the floor. 

Larry Flint, house band leader 
m.c.’s this week. An off-stage an- 
nouncer, sometimes heard here 
would be a better bet. Flint lazily 
churns up the announcements unti) 
what comes out of the public ad- 


and the mike. 

The Stanley Dancers take the 
conga, then a can-can, ell satisfac- 
deuce and closing spots, offering 
tory. Fox. 


> 
; 
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STATE, N. Y. 





Fraday Dancers (6), 
D’ Amore and Co. (2), Romo Vincent, 
Dick (Stinky) Rogers’ orch with 
Dale Jones and Bobbi Engel, Ruby 


Zwerling’s pit orch.; ‘Arizona’ (Col). | 


Romo Vincent, the roly poly from 
the niteries, and Franklyn D'Amore, 
long standard in vaudeville, are 
most of the weight and substance of 
this show. Opening act, the Fraday 
Dancers (New Acts), is weak, while 
the new Dick (Stinky) Rogers clos- 
ing orech unit is hardly equipped 
with the best arrangements. It’s 
further covered under New Acts in 
Theatres. 

Considering the four-act makeup 
of the layout and the partial lack of 
quality, it’s more than merely over- 
board at 70 minutes. An earnest ef- 
fort was made to achieve variety via 
the dancing, novelty, comedy and 
band running order, but the dancing 
is mediocre and the band far from 
a sock stage act. 

D’Amore, his cute femme partner 
and the strong-arm acrobatics, plus 
Vincent, immediately following, are 
a bulwark of strength in their re- 
spective spots. D’Amore, per usual, 
makes his entrance as a drunk in 
misfits, carrying his partner in a 
sack. From this they go into the 
sock hand-to-hand, during which the 
girl sheds the male garb, with the 
striking hand-to-hand lift from a 
chair backbend for the finale. 

Vincent only recently started to 
play theatres and he’s as forte a 
personality on the rostrum as he is 
on a nitery floor. He’s mostly 
comedy-singing here, doing ‘Blow, 
Gabriel, Blow,’ ‘If I Only Had a 
Brain,’ ‘I Gotta Keep Rollin’ and 
finally his song-talk takeoff on the 
Lone Ranger. Fat men are usually 
infectiously ingratiating and Vincent 
is all of that, utilizing his heft to 
comedy advantage. He got a strong 
reception here and begged off by in- 
troducing the closing band act. 

Attendance was only fair opening 
night (Thursday). Scho. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, March 16. 
Cab Calloway Orch with Avis 
Andrews, Cook and Brown, Anise 
and Aland, Chu Berry, Cozy Cole. 
Six Cotton Club Boys, Cab Jivers. 
Sam Kaplan Pit Band; ‘Flying Wild’ 
(Mono), 





Cab Calloway is playing his second 
date at this house in about six 
months. Show this trip is not much 
different than that of the last one, 
again being full of bounce and class 
sepia talent. 

Stick-swisher still splits his time 
between waving the baton and vocal- 
ing. His -two ‘top spectalists, ‘Cozy 
Cole, traps, and Chu Berry, tenor 
sax, are nifty in their particular 
fields. Former is white-lighted in an 
extended skin-beating sesh of ‘Para- 
diddle,’ while Berry, spotted a couple 
of times, also won a hefty response 
at this catching. 

On hand are a fivesome, Cab 
Jivers, from the band. Small swing 
combo, consisting of tenor sax, vibra- 
harp, drums, guitar and bullfiddle, 


dish out torrid music for those who | 


are extra-bounce conscious. 
With the exception of Avis An- 


drews, outside acts are all in the 
legmania field, none of the same 
type. Anise and Aland, youthful 


mixed duo, are the first hoofers on. 
Get by neatly with 
Cook and Brown do smash knock- 
about dancing. Six Cotton Club Boys 
are neat-appearing precision dancers. 

Miss Andrews’ semi-concert vocal- 
ling stands out and trademarks her 
sopranoing as being among the tops. 
Does ‘Yours Is My Heart Alone’ and 
‘Night and Day.’ Band numbers with 
neat arrangements are ‘St. James 
Infirmary Blues,’ ‘Some of These 
Days.’ ‘Minnie the Moocher,’ its 
trademark, but still a sure bet for 
good audience “reaction. 

Biz okay. Eck. 


STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, March 15. 
Joe Reichman Orch, George Jessel, 
Pat Henning and Co. (2), Marion 
Shaw, Maxine Bros. and Bobbie; ‘Dr. 
Kildare’s Crisis’ (M-G). 


State-Lake comes up with real en- 
tertainment currently and 
erable boxoffice power. Topping the 
bill is George Jessel, who is still 
George Jessel, with or without Lois 
Andrews, who, by the way, was 


billed to appear but was forced out | 


by illness. 
Jessel gives this audience its 
money’s worth in big portions. He 


is on for a full turn and had this | 


audience happy with a string of pat- 
ter and comedy. 
fresh and bright. there being no tele- 
phone or mama bit, which has long 
been standard with him. 
tered solidly and this audience liked 
him so much they even went for his 
singing. 

Joe Reichman orchestra indicates 
fine popularity 
plaved the Palmer House here and 
also this theatre, and on this repeat 
here is scoring easily on all counts 
Reichman has stepped up the tempo 
of the orchestra and outfit work 
diligently throughout Reichmar 


acroterping. | 


consid- | 


His material is) 


He regis- | 


in Chicago. Has} 


himself is m.c. for the shindig and 
this audience found him likeable and 
amiable. He has a touch of clown 


Franklyn | about him which the mob went for, 


‘and they went to town for him when | 
| he started tickling the piano on his | 
| own, 


men and a dog. The canine works 
| very hard to keep the act moving, 
| but sometimes the act fumbles des- 


pite its efforts. Marion Shaw is the} 


warbler with the band and possesses 
appearance and good tonsils, all of 
which she uses to good advantage. 
Pat Henning is a standard comic 
with a run of material that is just 
|about surefire for an audience of 
| this type. He and his blonde part- 
| ner had this crowd in a fine state of 
|} enjoyment. While Henning as a 
| Sore is unquestionably good, his 


‘ 
? 


spotting on the same bill with Jessel | tive but unfamiliar, and how good | 


is not too wise. 


Friday (14). Gold. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, March 14. 
Raymond Scott Orch. (13), Al 
Bernie, Gil and Bernice Maison, 
Jimmy Byrnes, Gloria Hart, Art Ry- 
erson, Clyde Burke, Stanley Webb; 
‘Footsteps in the Dark’ (WB). 





For the film house crowd, Ray- 
}mond Scott is practically a new 
|name and a new experience. Music 
| he’s dishing out has few, if any peers, 
lin the stage band industry and it’s 
going to send a lot of people out of 
the Stanley with their eyes wide 
open and their ears hungry for more. 
Those Scott arrangements, which 
made his original quintet the talk of 
the trade, have been expanded to fit 
the current 13-piece outfit and they 
carry a sock that few orchs have 
ever matched. 

What’s more, Scott has a head on 
his shoulders, too. In a theatre, he 
knows that he’s going to run into 
different classes of listeners at differ- 
ent times of the day, so the catalog’s 
being shuffled to meet the different 
expectations. For instance, he’s lay- 
ing off most of his own high-class 
jazz compositions at the first show, 
realizing that the jitterbugs predom- 
inate then, giving out chiefly with 
molten jive. By jJate afternoon, he 
has stuck in ‘War Dance of Wooden 
Indians’ and maybe ‘Powerhouse,’ 
and at night, program is almost en- 
tirely of pure Scott tissue. That’s 
using the old bean since most maeés- 
| tri are content to ride out the day and 
‘evening on the same set, unwilling to 
{bother about approximating’ the 
| tastes of the shifting customer cur- 
| rents. 
| Performance caught had _ band 
| opening with Scott’s crack ‘Minuet in 
| Jazz,’ then going into a swell ‘St. 
| Louis Blues’ that winds up with Stan- 
}ley Webb’s magic on the tenor sax. 
‘A--bit of judicious editing would 
| help on ‘St. Looey’; it’s too long. 
| ceamy Byrnes follows with some 





clever tapology that’s done 
'a comic phiz and plenty of comic 
biz. Until this point, he’s sitting in 
with the band, apparently a tromb 
| player, and when he steps down with 
'a breakaway instrument and goes 
|right into his dance, crowd's with 
him before he turns a toe. From 
| there he works himself smack into a 
smash. 

Scott’s male vocalist, Clyde Burke, 
a personable lad with great pipes, 
gives out with ‘Nightingale Sang in 
Berkeley Square’ and ‘Frenesi,’ with 
the band moving right into a sweet 
{melody that includes ‘Whispering’ 
and ‘Night and Day.’ Finish brings 
on Gil and Bernice Maison with 
their wow of a dog act. It’s a solid 
10 minutes of laughs and what Mai- 
son gets out of his pups is every- 
thing. Running gag that’s a howl 
has a tiny monkey sitting on a chair 
and every time the boss. shouts 
‘Frank Buck,’ the monk goes into 
}a rage and practically upsets his 
perch. Later chimp does some acro- 
i batic stuff that’s immense. 
| Art Ryerson finally quieted down 
es house with his topnotch electric- 
| 
| 
} 





guitaring on ‘Tea for Two’ and then 
Gloria Hart canaried them into fur- 
ther submission with ‘Yes. My Dar- 
ling Daughter’ and ‘Beat Me Daddy.’ 
She’s a little package with plenty of 
zing and personality and sells well 
if still just a bit awkwardly. She 
looks like a comer but needs polish- 
ing. ‘War Dance for Wooden Indians’ 
had Scott in the groove and his Tux- 
ledo Junction.’ with its novel silent 
music stunt, is last word in newness 
and arrangement. Al Bernie closes 
the show with his impersonations, 
and A-l mimic is getting better and 
better. His Wendell Willkie is in- 
credibly accurate facially and vo- 
cally. 
inate one of his two flag-wavings, 
|keeping it in for the Willkie finale 
'but dropping the James Stewart 


speech from ‘Mr. Smith Goes to 
Washington,’ particularly since his 
| Stewart isn’t so hot. Finale was 


awry and something must have gone 


wrong backstage, inasmuch as band | 


was out of picture completely and 
Bernie was out there in one doing 


his Roosevelt-Willkie bit. Half of the 
house stayed in their seats, waiting | 


'for the inevitable band closing, which 
never came. 

Length of picture, ‘Footsteps in 
Dark’ (WB). and stage presentation 
kept the remainder of the bill down 
to trailer and an abbreviated news- 
reel, Max Adkins’ nouse orch in pit 
merely fading in and out. Biz just 
fair. Cohen 


Maxine Bros. and Bobbie are two  Pmerald Sisters (2), 


Business was fine at the last show | 


with | 


Bernie, however, could elim- | 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, March 18. 


Ray Kinney’s Orch, Alfred Apaka, | = 


George Kainapau, Aloha Maids (4), 
Valter Cham- 
| bers, Three Pitchmen; ‘The Great 
| Mr. Nobody’ (WB). 


| 





' 
During recent weeks, patrons of | 
the Lyric theatre have heard the 
tempos of night clubs from coast to 
coast, presented by pop bands of 
the nation. This week, the current 
bills spans the waters of the Paci- 
| fic to bring inlanders the music from 
old Hawaii, faithfully presented by 
Ray Kinney’s orchestra. 
To a Hoosier ear, Hawaiian music 
jis the same as Chinese music; it’s na- 


it is must be determined by more 
experienced auditors. Kinney's 
group consists of piano, drums, bass, 
two guitars, three saxophones, trum- 
pet and trombone. While an island 
native might be astonished at the 
presence of brass in his little group 
|!under the palm trees, for stage ap- 
| pearances, the added instruments 
lend weight to instrumentation 
| which is nleasing. 

| Alfred Apaka is the romance ap- 
peal of the group, singing ‘Trade 
Winds’ and ‘Moon Over Burma’ for 


|the benefit of the United States 
trade. Kinney joins George Kaina- 


pau, the man with two voices, on 
‘Sweet Lilani’ and ‘Beautiful Ka- 
|huana.’ The Aloha Girls go through 
| three native dances, consisting most- 
|ly of finger-waving in unison. Mey- 
/mo Holt, dancer, who was billed, 
was not present at show caught, 
| being confined in a Dallas hospital. 

Added act help the pace. Emerald 
| Sisters are solid with knockabout 
comedy. Do some acrobatic tricks 
| and keep selling all the time. Three 
Pitchmen won heavy hand with their 
|impressions of different musical in- 
| struments done with mouth gadgets. 
|Take the comedy approach for 
laughs in addition to appreciation for 
their nicelydone mimicry. 

Walter Chambers is the cvrrent 

| winner of the WFBM ‘Talent Par- 
ade.’ Does impression of different 
| characters with tap dances. Has pro- 
fessional] delivery. Bill runs a short 
47 minutes and seems to move slow- 
| ly, but that may be blamed on tempo 
|of Hawaiian music. 
Nut is light and fair business at 
third show Friday (14), opening 
| day, suggests a profit for the week. 
Kiley. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 
(NEWSREELS) 

Probably the most dramatic and 
best actual battle material in ihe 
| present war lifts this program out 
'of the usual newsreel lineup. It 
|covers the battle of Tobruk, other 
| portions of the Libyan campaign and 
| sweeping victories of the British 
| over the Italians in Eritrea, the vic- 
tory march of the Greeks and the 
results of Italo bombing of Salonika. 

Embassy house editors’ wisely 
spotted passage of Bill 1776 and its 
signing at program’s start, with the 
rush to expedite aid to the British 
plus U. S. home defense prepara- 
tions trimly dovetailed immediately 
following. Paramount handles pass- 
age of the measure in its usually 
polished fashion. with Movietone 
covering the actual signaturing. Par 
then shows speedy work in readying 
planes for overseas shipments. Uni- 
versal’s story of Martin plane plant 
activity at Baltimore follows. Paul 
McNutt’s plea for skilled laborers to 
| register with state employment bu- 
reaus was handled neatly by the | 
|speaker (U). Same reel does a slick | 
| job on Seattle’s trial blackout. 

Paramount's stories on the To 
bruk battle and also its claimed first 
pictures from the drive in Eritrea 
gain strength through personalizing 
he coverage by two of reel’s own | 
cameramen. Movietone seemingly | 
has almost the same material on the | 
Tobruk drive but gave it merely 
routine treatment. Universal also 
handles the campaign in Libya, the- 
atre’s editors pruning out repetitious | 
material. Awarding medals to French | 
cripples and blinded men from pre: 





I pi 
}ent war gives a glimpse of the rav- 
ages of warfare. 

Remainder of show seems dull 
with a few exceptions. Western 
hemisphere defense, an origina! as- 


} 


signment and neatly-turned yarn by 
P<z ramount olVves oor adeaq late yiC- 
aramount zi an ad {ual I 
{ture of how the J. S. is lining up 
new outer bases in the Atlantic 


Standout among sports events are 
the Golden Gloves bouts (Univer- 
sal) and remarkable shots of tuna 
| fishing at Galapagos by Movietone. 





MARCH OF TIME 
(‘Australia at War’) 
Previewed tn Projection Room N 
March 14, '41. Running time, 18 MINS. 
The part the Australians have 
p.ayed in Great Britain’s terrific 
drive in routing the Italians out of 
North Africa keynotes this March of 
| Time short as it depicts Britain’s de- 
fense strategy in th: Pacific and the 
burden assumed by the lusty Aussies. 
Tense situation around Hongkong 
and the Dutch East Indies, shown 
in relation to the role being taken 
by the Anzacs. makes the subject 
| live boxoffice. ‘£asily the strongest 


MOT release to come along in 
months. 
Cameraman Vict 


or Jurgens spent 


ne ry n+ Try TY 


ing material for the films. Latter, 
after illustrating the vast distance of 
Australia from both London and 
Washington, then proceeds to ring 
the active work done by Anzac 
soldiery in the drive for Bardia. 

Besides identifying Australia as 
one of the vast storehouses for Eng- 
land, the threat »f Japanese invasion 
in the Pacific area also is pointed 
up as illustrating the gigantic 
confronting Australia. Wear. 





Unit Reviews 





| 
| 52d Street Jamboree 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N.C.) 


| Charlotte, March 14, 

| Ernest Hiatt, Johnny Rexola and 
Co., Joe Franklin, Audrey Suthern, 
Ray Gordon, Connie Cella, Donna 
Lee, Jamborettes (10), Hughie Em- 
mons’ band (5); ‘San Francisco 

| Docks’ (U). 


| . 
Caught on its opening night per- 
formance here, Frank Taylor's “52nd 
Street Jamboree’ offers a fast-mov- 
ing, peppery revue that should con- 
tinue to build as it goes along. Unit 
was formed in Charlotte and caughi 
on its initial performance. 
Audience is carried down ‘52nd 
Street,’ with performers lounging at 
tables against a drop of nitery lane. 
Ray Gordon, singing emcee, presents 





acts as highlights from well known ! 


spots along 52nd street. 

| Ernest Hiatt, comic vet, stops the 
show with his machine-gun patter, 
piping and double-talking. Work- 
ing without props, save a pleasing 
personality, Hiatt had house eating 
|}out of his hand from his entrance. 
He made hit with locals by reeling 
off names of numerous Charlotte 
streets in rapid-fire fashion. His 


stuff is slightly blue, but seems inno- | 


cent enough due to his friendly and 
wholesome type of delivery. 

| Johnny Rexola and Co. are pleas- 
ing in a skating act which moves 
fast, including several difficult twirls, 
and is executed with deft showman- 
ship. They come back later as Free, 
Easy and How in an acro act. Rex- 
ola and partner contribute their best 
bit in a perch turn, while Rexola’s 
sister got a big hand for her acro 
tapping interspersed with intricate 
flipping and twirling. 

Joe Franklin is pleasing in a dog 
turn, featuring three balancing ca- 
| nines, a dash of magic, zany patter 
j}and neat showmanship. Franklin 
| keeps act moving fast and holds aud- 
ience interest with gags and patter 
Donna Lee, tapper, goes over in two 
appearances, as a single and in a 
production number. Audrey Suth- 
ern, sultry-voice singer, fails to im- 
press in two tries. Pipes ‘Summer- 
time’ and ‘South American Way.’ A 
looker and hard worker, she’s never 
able to get into high gear and her 
efforts appear forced. Seems to have 
difficulty working with band. 

The Jamborettes are pleasing in 
three standard appearances. Costum- 
ing, all new is eye-catching and sets 
line off. Best appearance is finale 
built around ‘Sleepy Time Down 
South,’ piped by Gordon. Girls wear 
flowing dresses which, when turned 
up reveal Negro mammy figures, il- 


usion being of mammies dancing 
Line also got good returns for 
production number in which they 
wear daring exotic costumes. and 
which is featured by Connie Cella’s 
dance, song by Gordon and a tap 


by Miss Lee. 
Full house on show caught. 
Just. 


CRAZY SHOW OF 1941 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 
Charlotte, N. C., March 7. 
Mason and Johnson, Gallo, Lewis 
and King, Betty Maye and Duave 
Arthur, Jack and Sally Taylor, 
Clyde Jordan Girls (6), Band (5): 
“Romance of Rio Grande” (20th). 
Here is an example of one sock 
act having to carry the entire show 
but it can’t quite make the grade 
Gallo, Lewis and King, male dancer: 
start with a nifty tap turn and then 
come back to wow with their acro 
Audience yelled for more 
Outside of this act, the unit is short 
on talent. Mason and Johnson, com- 
ics, work hard, but the results are 
only so-so. Their streamlined dentist 
act goes over fairly well, but they’re 
handicapped by mediocre material. 
Betty Maye, of Arthur and Maye, 
finds the audience more receptive to 
her violin playing and piping than 
|to her comicing, with Arthur, who 
emcees. She fiddles ‘Sweet Mys- 
tery of Life’ pleasingly and ac- 
companies it with a lilting soprano 
that’s listenable. Arthur’s best bit i: 
a tap turn that pleases. His gagging 
goes sour and when he began work- 
ing with plants in the audience at 
this show, paying members of the 
house joined in. 
Jack and Sally Taylor open with a 
weak muscle act that’s lacking in 
howmanship and ability. Team goe: 
through routine lifts, grunts and bal- 
ances. 
The Clyde Jordan girls are out fo 
three standard dance appearances 
House did fair biz on show caugh’ 


y 
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| New Acts in Theatres 


task | 











DICK (Stinky) ROGERS ORCH (15) 
With Bobbi Engel, Dale Jones 

28 Mins.; Full 

| State, N. Y. 

Dick Rogers is fronting the former 
Will Osborne crew of musicians, 
with which Rogers was _ vocalist. 
Somewhere in the transition from 
Osborne hirelings to ‘tvcoons of a co- 
op band, the tooters and songwriter- 
singer Rogers appear to have picked 
up a new arranger who likes trum- 
pets: likes them well enough, in fact, 
to stick them in full blast where it 
wil! hurt the listeners’ ears most. 

Rogers as a singer and songwriter 
was okay, but he’s hardly strong 
enough as a maestro. He’s unassum- 
ing and. as a composer, should know 
music, but he’s either not exercising 
that knowledge or has the wrong 
conception of what type of music 
goes towards making a band popular. 


-If anything, the band’s arrangements, 
especially in the use of the brass 
section, are eccentric. 

At this catching the orch plaved 


‘Anvil Chorus,’ ‘The Last Time I Saw 
Paris. ‘Begin the Beguine. ‘China- 
town,’ Franz Lizst’s ‘Second Hungar- 


ian Rhapsody’ in swing and ‘Shad- 
rack.’ There was also Rogers’ nice 
vocalizing of ‘Summertime’ and th 


Dale Jones, his own ‘Between. 18th 
and 19th on Chestnut Street... How- 
iever, Rogers’ singing of ‘Dinah’ in 
various dialects is n.g. 

Other vocalist is Bobbi Engel, a 
cute little blonde with good voice 
and delivery, who sings ‘The One I 
Love Belongs to Somebody Else’ and 
\‘l Fell in Love Again.’ Jones. gravel- 
ivoiced bass player, also does a com- 
;edy number as another song contri- 
bution. 
| Osborne’s rep bolstered this band; 
| without him it’s just another bunch 
,of musicians. Scho, 


‘RALPH OLSEN & LYNN SHIRLEY 
| Acrobatic Dancing 

|7 Mins.; Band Set 

Strand, N. Y. 


Ralph Olsen has been around with 
flash acts for over a decade (al- 
though he’s still under 30) but this 
is a relatively new teaming. Lynn 
Shirley, his partner, is a shade taller 
femme, equally adept with the con- 


tortive stepping, doing unusual but- 


|seemingly effortless bends and dips 
in an engaging manner. Her open- 
ing costuming is a simple gown, with 
parasol], that makes for a nice stage 
picture. When she doffs the skirt for 
|the abbreviated shorts she flashes a 
jswell pair of gams so that, on sight 
| value, she matches the novelty of her 
|contortive acro-dancing. For his 
part, Olsen does unusual] limber- 
| legged splits. 

| Their routine is 100% dumb, and 
jit’s a type of turn that would wow 
"em in a mass-capacity auditorium 
like the Music Hall or in the inti- 
; mate confines of a cafe. Long-range 
|or closeup, they’re an effective and 
| different team. Abel. 


FRADAY DANCERS (6) 
7 Mins.; Full 
State. New York 

Crying need for flash acts was evi- 
dently the motivating factor behind 
this combination of three mixed 
dance teams, but the execution was 
both careless and unimaginative. The 
dancing is only fair at best, with the 
mechanical routine by the three boys 
seemingly a direct steal, in music at 


least, from the better-known Six 
Debonairs. 

In their ballroom entrance, the 
tnree teams are clumsy; then into 


unison tap dance that’s a little better. 
Following the boys’ modernistic 
copy, there’s a slow waltz involving 


the entire sextet and tHat’s the finale. 


The act is not for the topflight 
theatres right now. Scho. 
DANCING DEBS (3) 

6 Mins, 
Flatbush Theatre, Brooklyn 
Trio of smart looking dancers 


| clicked handily here with a trio of 


neat routines widely varied. Girls 
tart out in unison Latin tempoed 
taps, imaginatively conceived, then 


shift to the same style of step based 
On rhythmic support. They're ca- 
pible dancers with only one fault— 
‘costumes could be smarter. 

Finish tosses the three into acro 
work, a fast routine in keeping witt 
the speed of the turn as a whole. 
They full flip, high kick, etc., to a 
strong bowoff. Rated healthy re- 
| sponse here in competition with Cass 
| Daley, Belle Baker, etc. Wood 
BIL BAIRD and CO. (5) 

Puppets 
10 Mins. 
Music Hall, N. Y. 

This act with the oddly-spelled 
first name is not to be confused with 
the Bill Baird and Co. magician 
group in vaude. This troupe does a 
puppet theatre bit, burlesquing the 
old fashioned ten-twent-thirt mellers. 
3esides the actor puppets, there are 
several in boxes at the sides of the 
miniature stage. 

As caught here, the turn is much 
too long, particularly since the melo- 
drama travesty idea has already been 


done so much in live shows. As 
the finale of the t»yrn. a drape is 
raised to show the five pupneteer 
Physical production is rather heavy 
for ench presentations, 


| 
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Variety Bills 


WEEK MARCH 21 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 
show. whether full or split week 


| Heasley Twins 

















NEW YORK CITY | Benny Fields 


State (20) 
Cartier Sis 
Joey Rardin 
Cass, Owen & T 





Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (19) 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 

Allan Jone 
Andrews Sis 
Brown & Ames 
Lane Bros 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (21) 
Georgie Taps 
Nonchalants 
Vivian Faye 
Donna Parker Co 
Cynda Glenn 


Loew 





WASHINGTON 








State Lake (21) 
|} Joe Venuti Orc 


Olympia (20-23) 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Joe Reichman Orc 











RKO 





BOSTON 
Keith (24-26) 

Katherine Byrne 3 
Freddie Stritt Co 
Powers Models 
Faludys 

(20-23) 
Pickert & Worth 


Koy Smeck 


Alexander & Santos 


Paul Winchell 
Josephine Houston 
Collins & Peterson 
Demnati Troupe 
(17-19) 
James Evans Co 


Gregory & Raymond 


Grace McDonald 


Chas ‘Slim’ Timblin 
Martells & Mignon | Sybil Bowan 


CINCINNATI 
Shubert (21) 
Earl Carroll Show 

4) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 


Earl Carrvil Show 








Strand (21-23) 
Clyde McCoy Orc 








WORCESTER 
Plymouth (17-19) 
Bill Bardo Ore 


|TLester Young Ore 





| Cabaret Bills 


Clarence Profit 3 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 


Geo Morris Ore 


Pedrito Ore 


Ann Graham 
Beachcomber 

‘Michael Loring Ore 

|} Sacasas Ore 

| Misa Valladares 

|‘ armen Amaya 

sill Bertolottis 


Don Sslvio Ore 
Angel. Cre 
Eleanor Knight 
Pat Williams 
Frederica 


Bill's Gay 90’s 
Charlies Strickland 


Lulu Bates 
Fred Bishop 
Spike Harrison 
Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 


Cafe Pierre 
leo Dryer Ore 


Adrie’ne Matzenauer 
Cafe society 


(Midtown) 
John Kirby Ore 


Eddie South Ore 


Hazel Scott 


Ammons & Johnson 
Kenneth Spencer 


Golden Gate 4 


Cafe Soctety 


(Villiage) 


Henry Allen Ore 
Meade Lux Lewis 


Art Tatum 
Willie Bryant 
Sammy Pierson 


' Mae Digges 
Casino Russe 
Cornel's Codolban O 


Kris Kay Orc 
Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 


Dmitri Matvienko 


Yanco Borca 


Lunia Nesterova 


Tina Boleva 
Larry Murphy 





Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (21) 


Charlie Spivak Ore 
Emmett Oldfield Co 


Evelyn Farney 
Rufe Davis 

(14) 
Ben Bernie Ore 
Gene Sheldon Co 
Olson & Shirley 
Bob Beamley 


ERIE 
Columbia (25-27) 
Cab Calloway Orc 
PHILADBIPHIA 

Earle (21) 


Crazy Show of ‘41 


Milt Britton Ore 
Patricia Ellis 
3 Sallors 
Tommy Rafferty 
; Helen Pammer 
4) 
Orrin Tucker Ore 


Walter Dare Wahl 

PITTSBURGH 
Martha Raye Rev 
W & G Ahern 


Raymond Scott Ore 
Gil & Bernie Maison 


Tommy Tucker Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Lathrop Bros & L 


Carlos Molina Orc 
La Comparsa Co 





Streets of Paris 





Independent 








NEW XORK CITY 


Music Hall (20) 
Trojans 
Bill Baird Co 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 


Erno Rapee Symph 


Roxy (20) 
Bob Nelier 
togers Dane 
Roy Davis 
Grace Drysdale 
Jack McCoy 
4 H’weood Blondes 
Gae Foster Gls 
Paul Ash Orc 

Apollo (21) 
Lou Leslie Co 
Stump & Stumpy 
Norton & Holly 
Moore & Byrd 
Edith Wilson 
Honi Coles 
Cecil Mack Co 

Riviera (22-23) 

Joe Marsala Ore 
Lewis & Ames 


Spencer & Foreman 


(One to fill) 
Windsor (20) 
Louis Prima Ore 
Belle Baker 
Cass Daley 
3 Dancing Debs 
Barr & Estes 
BALTIMORE 
State (20-22 
Fayne & Foster 
William Eba 
Weber Bros & C 
Hippodrome (20) 
Juvelys 
Radio Aces 
Watson Sis 
Milt Herth 3 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (20) 
Van Alexander Orc 
Ben Blue 
Gus Van 
Mitzi Mayfair 
Helen Kane 
CAMDEN 
Towers (21-23) 
Olive White 
Smith, Rogers & E 
uffins 


Chester Doherty Gls 


Liberty (20-23) 


Munson & Anderson 
Anthony, Allen & H 


Oomph of Swing U 


Harry James Orc 


Adams (21-23) 
3 Samuels & Hayes 


J & J McKenna 
4 Whitson Bros 


Majestic (21-24) 
PHILADELPHIA 


Rosita Carman 


Nelson & Hart 


Carman (25-27) 
B & B Burnell 


Joe Phillips Co 


Dancing Starrs 
(Three to fill) 
PROVIDENCE 


TORRINGTON 


Chateau Moderne 
Maurice Shaw Orc 


Gabriel 


Dick Wade 
Sam Grassis 
Leo Mantin 


Club 18 


Hazel McNulty 
Jack Whalen 
Leila Gaynes 
Lilyan Dell 
Frankie Hyers 


Terry Lasky 
Janet Lind 


Nina Blanco 
Mona Montez 


Lotus Ahn 


Juan Arvizu 


Bernice Parks 
Samba Sirens 


Don Casanova 


Effi Dorre 


Dr. Rockwell 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 


Ross Wyse, Jr. 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 

| Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 


El Chico 


Alberto Torres 


Trianita 
Rudolph Cueto 
Maria Lopez 
Charro Gil 3 


Bea Kalmus 
Ralph Young 
Dorothy Allen 
Joe Ellis 
Marion Eddy 


Joan Edwards 


Bob Shea 
Carol King 


Gloria Blake 
Marion Miller 
Jorge Negrete 
Juanita Rios 


Coley Worth 
Marcia Ray 














3 Byrne Sis Rev 


Anthon Trini 


Geo Church 


Eleanor Knight 
Bernice Manning 


Grace Patterson 
Frank McCormick 
Havana-Madrid 





Bernice Manning 
Haze! Franklin Bill Farrell 
Joe Ravazo 


Hotel Taft Vincent de Costa 


Frankie Masters Or) art Tubertini 
Hotel Waldorf- Tino Donelli 


Astoria 
Empire Room Rainbow Grill 


Letghton Noble Ore | 
Mischa Borr Ore i 


Adelaide Moffett Jean Murray 


Stan Kavanagh Kainbow Koom 


Iceland Kestaurant Zen Cutler Ore 
Ted Eddy Ore | Virginia Hays 
ee 1¢ 


. : .| Maggi MecNellis 
Manuel Ovando Orc ‘Stan Silane 


Voltas : 

ames Copp, 
Alex Hurd Jame opp, IIT 
Kenny Williams Ruban Bleu 
Joe Mack Mildred Bailey 


Kelly’s Stable Hope Emerson 
Vera Sanoff 


Maxine Sullivan Delta Boys 


Billy Daniels 


Jack Harris Ore Olga Ivanova 
Noro Morales Ore Nastia Poliakova 


| Josephine Det Mar | Marusia Sava 


Luba Malina Adina Kuznetzoff 
, Senia Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 


Rosita & Pancho Mishi Uzdanoff 


La Martinique 
PD'Artega Ore 


Sawdust Trail 
Herbert Curbello O 





aren Cooper | Julia Gerity 
Peggy «& Moro Tookie Hunter 
Danny Kaye Billy Hess 
‘ Carroll Sis 
Larue Faith Arlen 
Eddie Davis Ore Betty Jane Carlton 


Rarry Winton Ore 
Julian & Marjori 


Russian Kretchma 


Nicolas Matthey Or 
La Conga Peter Nemiroff Ore | 


Arisiak Arafe!lova 


Mable Scott 
Evelyn Lee 
Dian Dawa 
Bob Billings 


Broadmont 
Jackie Sharp 
Gene Stockwell 
Phyllis Vaughao 
June Spacher 
Mariene Dale 
Suzanne Propst 
Ruth Gans 
Herb Rudolphs Ore 


Chez Paree 
Lou Breese Ore 
Morton Downey 
Frank Libuse 
16 Commanders 
lois Wallner 
Sterner Sis 
Evans Gls 


Club Alabam 
Tonya 
Mickey Dunn 
Ann Mac 
Virginia Lee 
Harriet Norris 
Allen Coe 
Bernie Adier 
Effie Burton 
Paullette La Pierre 
Dave Unell Ore 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 

Club Minuet 


Helene Carol 
Rita Ray 





Alvira Morton 
Ethel Brown 


Reis Bros 
Ruth Wayn 


Alphonse Berg 
Anita Lane 
Carol Dean 
Younger Gle 
Eddie Fens Ore 


Ivanhoe 


Florence Schubert 
Al Trace Ore 

4 Bards 

Helen Sumner 


L’Aigion 


Monica Schick 
Isobe! de Marco 


Liberty Inn 
George Gray 
Jean O'Brien 
Dottie Eden 
Sherry Adair 
Connie Austin 
Jackie Cornell 
Jimmy O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Morrison flotel 

(Boston Oyster 
House) 

Maofred Gotthelf 


New Yorker 
Billy Gray 
Doris Dupont 
Joanne Jordan 
Russell & larar 
i’atsy Reed 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
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Old Heidelberg 
Irma Cooper 
Sally Sharratt 
Heidelberg Ens 
Loule & Weasel 
Hans Menzer 

Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
itddy Howard 
ttob Evans 


Maurice & Cordoba 


Perez Four 
Abbott Dancers 


| Phil Dooley Ore 








Juanito Sanabria U1 
Pepita & Lucia 


Carlos Valades 
Manor & Mignon 


Hickory House 





Dick Kuhn Ore | barbara Read 
Sande Williams Ore ' DeMay, Meore & M 
|Pupy Campillo 
Hotel Belmont 





Lucille Johnson 
Carole & Sherod 





Red Ferrington 
Mimi Cabanne 


3 Trumpeteers 
Ruth Richmond 


Eddie Lane Ore 


Hotel Brevoort 
Paula Lawrence 


G Andrews Ore 
Peter Brent Ore 


Pat Harrington Norbert Faconi 


Jerry Blanchard 


Madeline Gray 


Joseph Smith Gre Leslie & Rollins 
Le Coq Rouge Spivy’s Roof 

Geo Sterney Orc Spivy 

Wsear Day Cre Betty Bryant 

Frances Mercer | Eddie Mayehoft 


Leon & Edidie’s Stork Club 


Lou Martin Ore Sonny Kendis Ore 


| Ray Benson Ore 


Eddie Davis 
| Versailles 


Jackie Miles 


| Panchito Ore 


, h Joris 
Maxine De Show } oe Holts 
Grace Drysdale ae . 

P Diane Del Rio 


Shayne & Armstr'g 
Mon Paris 


Heywood Powers Ur 
Dick Wilson Ore } 
Eleanor French 

Monte Carlo 


Village Burn 
Peter Kara Ore 
Cass Franklin 
Laura Kellogg 
Marian Vinay 





Whirling Top 
3 Tops 
| Ginger Wayne 


Place Elegante 
Ernest Franz Ore 


LOS ANGELES 


Jimmy Castle La Conga 
Ambassudorettes 
Dorothy Brandon 
Maxellos 

Everett West 

3 Dee's 

Chester Dolphin | Humbertos Bd 
Cafe La Maze 


Jimmy O’Brien 
Jack Lemaire 
Sammy Woolfe Paris Inna 


Dyana Gayle Kenny Henr)son 
Victor Vincent Ore . Dominic 


Casa Manana 
Lyonal Kay 


Palladium 
Russ Morgan 


Henry Monet 





Club Gaucho 
Don Miguel Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Orlando Ricalde 


Paul Baron Orc 


Clab Waikiki 
Harold Aloma Ore 


Copacabana 
Nat Brandwynne Or 
Juanita Juarez 
Frank Merti Ore 


Tony Pastor Ore 


Estelle & LeRoy Isham Jones Ore 
Fernando Alvarez 
Hotel New Yorker 
Woody Herman Ore 

Cuban Casine 
Consuelo Morene 
Erna Andersen 
Dimas & Belen 
Ronnie Roberts 


Diamond Horseshoe 





Jimmy Mallette 
Zara Lee 
Florine Merman 


Faun & Jordon 
White Sis 
i Jan Garber Orc 





| 
| — , : {Joe Mole 
| Cocoanut Grove {ie Melodiers 
Mary Parker | Doroths Heller 
Billy Daniel Hlelen Harrison 
Mitchell Leisen Kev | yyelen Mille: 


Earl Carroll 
Buster Shaver 
Olive & George 
6 Debonairs 
Beryl Wallace 
|Frankie Conville 
| Mary Peterbeck 
Helen (©) Flara 
|; Sunny Dale 
Barbara ©'’Drew 


Pirates Den 


Wally Boag 
Lovey Lane 
Henry Grant 
Gaby La Fitte 
Black Andy 
Freddie Dosch 
Tom Garay 


St Clair & Day Rhutmboogie 
Rhumba Ore Peter Ray 
Slate Bros 3 Hot Shots 
Bill Brady | Lois Galloway 
Manny Strand Ore | porothy Garbo 








Carlyle Blackwell (Cocoanut tirove) 
Joe E. Howard 


Jack Waldron 





Don Alberto Orc Helen O'Connell 
Manuela del Rio 
Carlos Montoya 
Dick Gasparre Or 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Orc 


Famous Poor 


Tommy Reynolds O 
Mary Ann McCall 


| Gordon Bist op 
7 5 Johnny Iso © 
C WI Ww Johr n ' 


Bob Murphy 
Shep Fields Ore 


| Dor ) ridg 
Harris & Shore Dave Martin Ore erethy Dandridge 


Geraldine & Joe Dick Fulbright 


| Virginia Hays 
| Jerry Shelton Ure 


Eddie Varzos Ore 
Mimi Kellerman 


Ann Pennington 
Betty Jane Smith 
Gr’awl’h Village Inn 





| Hal Saunders Or: | Marion Hoimes 


Gus Marte! Yre 


NTG 8th Edition 
Fred Scott 

| Low, Hite & Stanly 
Marion Wilkins 
Sugar Geise 
Chariie Foy’s Club 


Foy | Lilia Kipikona 
“ues iB 


Yascha Borowski 
Alex Morison 
Zandra 


Seven Seas 





nny Kaha 
a" harlie Openui 
|} Jane Avelar 


Art Bernard Orc Bobby Mathews 


Grace Hayes Lodge Johnie Bright Or: 
m : | . 

Newell Chase Somerset House 
| Mary Healy 
| Neville Fleeson 


| Harry Ringland 


Margaret Whiting 


Lou Sailee Ore 
Peter Lind Hayes © 


iGrace Haves | Swanne tInn 
| Rebecca Hayes | Fred Skinner 


House of M > Gladys Bentley 
— urphy =| Eddie Beal 
Beth Reynolds 


| Frankie Gallaghe: Topsy’s 

| Dury Davis | The Topsyettes 
|Gene Evans Beverly & Revei 
| Jeanne Evans Paul Locke 


| Russ Brown 
Katherine Dehaven | Marvin Dale Ore 


Wilshire Bow: 
Velascos 


Phil Harris Ore 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotei | 
{ 


‘It’ Cafe 





Blackhawk 
(Pump Room) 


Earle Leslie 





Bismarck Hote) 
(Walnut Koom) 


Art Mikesel Ore Dick Rock Ore 


| 
| 
Collette & Barry | 
Hadley Gls Joan saylor 


Nicholas D'Amico O 


Fillmore She: map 
Art Fischers Ore 
Del stes 
Colony Club 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Monchita Orc 
Colosimos 
Tirza 
Lew Parker 


| Sid Gould 


Roy Rogers 

Zerby & Wiere 

Jack Prince 

F Quartel)] Ure 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 

Johnny Banga Oreo 
(Peacock Km) 

Joe Vera 





Mary & T Aikins 
| Ted Straeter Ore Zeb Carver Co 
| Dwight Fiske | 


Biltmore Wow! ; Dave Forrester Ore 


Paul Neighbors Orc 
|} Sethma & Rudolpno 
Phillip Lopez Ure 


} 
Macambo Cafe 


Chuck Foster Ore Phil Ohman's Ore 


Marg’rite & M'rtive: 


Fulton & Johnson 


Freddie Martin Ure | Chuck Henry Ore 
| 


|} Pegieg Happenevy 


Reyes’ Rhumba Ba | Nick Cochran Ore 


Florentine Garden (Cee Vee Johnson O 
Scheherazade Cafe 


Russian Gypsy Orc 


| Puanani Mathews 


| Elliott Carpenter 


| 
Ted Fio Rito Ore | 30°, Wayne 
| 


Grandfat’r's Follies 


Blackstone Hote) 
(Balinese Km.) 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Koom) 


Edgewater Beach 


| Hotel 


(Beach Watk) 
| Wayne King Ore 
| Consolo & Melba 
| Walter Donahue 
| Dor Dorben Gls 
| Herb Foote 
| Franke’s Casino 
| Harriet Ehrlick 
| Rocky Ellsworth 
| Billie Webb 
| Ann Anderson 
| Dick Conrad 
| Bob Tinsley Ore 


Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Lew Story Ore 
Marie Lawler 

| Nord Richardson 
Hi Hat 

| Sid Tomack 

| 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Oro 
Jaros Sis 
(Panther Room) 
Bob Crosby Orc 
Cole Trio 
Callahun Sis 
Byton Gls 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 


Mildred Anderson 
Dottie Dayne 
Alrite & Blue 
Yvonne Jame 





Joe Gerken 

|}Ralph Lynden Ore 

| Elinor Daniels 

| Hazel Zalus 

606 Club 
Billy Carr 

| Margret Faber Gls 

| Anita Jacobi 

| Dian Rowland 
Dorothy Keller 

| Jai Leta 

| Jimmy Nay 

Lewis Sis 

Lloyd & Willis 

Carrie Finnell 
Renee Andrie 
Virginia Jones 
Millie Wayne 

Sol Lake Ore 

Tripoli 3 





Prof. Lamberti 


Ben Yost Singers 8 


| 

| 

| Paul Remos Co, 
Coriell 

| S00 Wallace 
Raymond Wilburt 
Todd Gis 

Joe Sanders Ore 
Les Brown Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Club Ball 
Alan Fielding Ore 
Bali-lovelies 

| Xavier Cugat 
Gerardo & Helen 
Lina Romay 

Adel Mara 

| Miquelito Valdes 
Carmen Castille 
Nico Lopez 


Ben Franklin 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Lyn Lucas 
Fredrico & Rankin 
Flying Top Hatters 


Benny, the Bum's 
Morty Laudis Ore 
Anita Chandler 
Kats Atkinson 
Terry James, 
Murry Men 





Carroll's 


Cnarlie Games Orc 
Eddie Innis 

Lillian Fitxgerald 
Harry Rose 

ila Vonne 
Merrill Sis 
Grace Gordon 
Wilbur Rance 

| Jean Remington 


| 

| Club 15 

3 Musical Strings 
Harriet Hale 
Joan Rydell 
Jerry Masey 
Buddy Lewis 
Barbara Stone 


Cusano’s 
lou Ferlano 
| Kay Trotter 
| Buzz Wilt 
| Lee Paige 
beve- Monaghan 
Ruth Melle 


3 Jays 


| 


Cadillac Tavern 

| Alan Sterling 
j¢dlenriqgue & Ad’enne 
|} Lon & Evelyn 

| Cadillac Coquettes 
| Judy Cummings 

| Harry Dobbs Ore 


| Di Pinto's 
| 


Babe La Tour 
Estelle Dupree 

| Mary Kelly 

|; Marie Fitzpatrick 
| Vera La Verne 


Eddie King Ore 
Embassy 
Geo Clifford 


;Carolyn Knight 
| Marquita Rivera 
; Benton Twins 

|T.os Cucarachas 


Dolores Del ('s 
Moya Gifford 


Carlos Reyes Ore 
Curt Weiler Orc 


Evergreen Casino 


| 

| 

MacArthurs 
Warren Phillips 
| Doris Elliott 

| Dorothy Volkoff 
| Pat Shevlin Ore 
-— Standish 
| 
| 
| 


fiay 00's Cafe 
Phil Wood Ore 
Strut Flash 
Little Van Osborne 
May Joy 
Ann Fisher 


(H Walton Roof) 
Felicia 
Glamour Gis 
Helen Heath 

Bob Russell 

Nino Nani 
Carlos Campos 
Michael Sandina 


| Peppino & Carmen 


| 
| Neil Fontaine Ore 


e 
Marshall & Sheild 


Spiros Stamos Ore 


Jackie Richards Gls 


Todd's Theatre-Cafe 


Grace Steel 
Maury Sis 
Frank Cuneo Ore 
Mayo’s 
Gus Johnson Ore 
Lenny Ross 
Dottie Villard 
Dee Rogers 
Gloria Dale 


Minstrel Tavern 
Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 
1 Tones 
Helen Marriott 

Park Casino 
Eddie Shepherd Orc 
Warren Hewitt 
Marrone & Galla 
Hazel Williams 

Open Door Cafe 
Letty Mack 
Jane & Anthony 
Helen Briges 
Audrey Joyce 
Lillian Chaplin 
Don Anton Ore 

Palumbo’s 
Stephanie & Craig 
Noel Sherman Gls 
Penn Raymond 
Chic Mullery 
Americonga Tr 
Helen Jerico 


Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
4 Blues 
Aukal 
Paradise Islanders 
Roman Grille 
Barry McKay 
Gypsy Rolita 
Lorraine Chevalier 
Eddy Hockney 
Rol Parker Ore 
69th St. Rathskeller 


Massa Bobby Lee O 
Pete Hayes 
Warner & Valerie 
Ruth Templeton 
Rella Belmont 
Tampa Boys 

Pete Hayes 

3 Casimieras 

Estelle Cawthorn 
Walter Walters 


School House Inp 


Lonny Little 
Jerry Gordon 


Alpine Village 
Curtiss Marionettes 
Novak Sis 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 

El Dumpo 
Bob Manners Ore 
Nick Lucas 
Sammy Lipman 
Antoinettes 


Freddie's Cafe 
Al Stone 
Gale Parker 
Carlos Vesta 
3 Smart Gls 
Gourmet Club 
E Robinson Ore 
Gayle Gaylord 
Freddy Heikel 
Hotel Atlerton 
Grant Wilson 
Johnny Cowegill 
Hotel Carter 
Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 
Hotel Cleveland 
iverett Hoagland O 
Margaret Engiish 


| 


Caballeros Ore 
Aurora Garcia 


Hotel Sterling 
Jimmy Van Osdell 


(Book Casino) 
Nagel & Hilge 
Imogene 
Morris King 
Eddie Le Baron Or 

(Motor Bar) 
Jay Coe 

Bowery 
Henny Youngman 
Allen Sis 
Yvette Dare 
Don Arden Dane 
Johnny King 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 

Casanova 
Hank Seamon 
Ann Starr 
Mack & Lynne 
Danny Daniels 
Madelon Baker 
Glamor Gls 
Lee Walter Ore 





Corktown Tavern 


Hotel Philadelphia | Beef Trust 


(Philadelphia Km) 


Carlotta Dale 


|}Don & R Marshall 


Dick Wharton Orc 
Jam Session 
| Mickey House 
| Carl Waxman 
Freddy Karnfeld 
1 Teddy Walters 
Joe Verechia 
Billy Kretchmer 
Jungle Room 
Peggy O'Neal 
Helene Martin 
Sonny Gray 
Dina Might 
Rilly Atkinson 
Beano Johnson 


Jimmy Venuti Orc 
Joe Campo 
Stephanie & Craig 
Helen Wilson 
Black Eye leas 
Agnes Barry 





Little Rathskeller 


Charlotte Vogue 
Jan Murry 
Victor Hugo's Ore 
Hilde Simmons 
|} Ed Kinley 
| Smiles & Smiles 
'fount Loris 
Grice & E. Storey 
Juanita 

Manoa inn 
Jack Hitchinson 
Joe Smythe 
Dianne Rochelle 
Castillians 





| Dolores 


Nancy Newell 
Estelle & Howard 
Edythe Sallade 


Hopkins’ Rathsketle: 


| Good & Goodie 
| Prof. Crump 
| Orlando 
The Wests 
| Jackie Del Rio 
| Dic « Haviland 
| Les Arquette Ore 
Hund's 
| 3 Old Timers 
i Manuel Lopez 
| London Chop House 
Tonia Valenti 
Ruby Ore 
Morocco 
‘Gay Nineties’ Rev 
Buddy Duray 
Joe Foder Ore 
Neblolo’s 
Di Glovann! 
Frederick & Collins 
Phelps & Cullenbine 
6 Vanettes 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Inn 
Moriartye& Dell 
Virginia Gibson 


Anchorage 


Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Orc 


Bachelors’ Club 


Al Turner Ore 
Carolyn Marsh 


Balconades 
Joe Villella Ore 


(Continued 





Danny Montgomery 


Howard Reynolds O| 


Sonny Ray 

Bobby Morrow's Ore 

Verne McGovern 

Audry Joyce 4 
Lillian Chaplin 


Silver Lake Ina 
Diaz & Diane 
Colonel Reed 
Alice Lucey 
Frank Hessel Ore 

Stamp’s 
George Marchetti O : 
Hal Fisher 
Margie Drummond 
Della 
Bobby Del Rio 
Johnny Welsh 
3 Blossoms 


Swan Club 
Barrie, Prince & @ 
Reds & Curley 
Pastime & Fanchon 
Bill Bailey 
Henr) Patrick's Ore 


20th Century 

‘Mousy’ Garner 

Men of Rhythm 

Wendell Mason ' 
Warwick Hotel 

Ray Morton Ore 


Weber’s Hof Bras 
Camden 


Jules Flacco Ore 

Curran Biigh 

Cordiane & Corinne 

Signor Karmino 

Los Rancheros 

Mary Mar 

Jack Smith 

Pat Sullivan 7 

Thea Silton 

Dave Peterson 

Syd Golden 

Raths'’r F.ldoradians 

Wilson's 

Jerry Taps 

Jean Rice 

Romain Cawthorn 

Gallagher & Rush 

Dorothy Garcey 

Joe Hough 

Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Club 

Kipple Velez 

Scarey Gavin 

Bonnie Stuart 

Mary Navis 





Hotel Fenway Hall 


Peggy Martin 


CLEVELAND 


Quinteras 

Lester Chafetz 
Hotel Hollenden 

Burns Twins 

Evelyn Price 

Ross, Lane, Ross 

Sloan & Gary 

Sorelli 

Sammy Watkins Or 


Hotel Statler 
Jose Morand Ore 
Lola & Andre 
Virginia Ramos 

Jack & Eddie's 
Rubertino, Roberts 
Babe Sherman 
Arlene Rice Orc 

La Conga Club 
Ramon Arias Ore 

Lindsay's Bar 
Rose Murphy 
Una Mae Carlisle 
Pearl DeLucca 


Barry Bros, Ore 
Evelyn & Arturo 
Lillian Sherman 
Dolly Deane 
Monaco's Cafe 


Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
Thirty-Seven Club 
Pat Dennis ‘ 
Rogers & Spruce : 





Diane Bostic 
Sherry Lee 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel | Harry Schilling 


Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 


iCharles Costello Ore 
| McColl Sis 


| Palm Beach 


Denny McCurtin 
Large & Morgner 
Mayo & Carr 
Dorothy Barlow 
Karnack 

Monnie Drake 
Don Pablo Ore 


Huck’s Redford Ina 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Club Royale 

Colette Lyons 
Valerie Thon 
Richards & Sarsoa 
Lee Sullivan 
Wanger’s Ladies 
Michael Paige Ore 


Saks Show Bar 





| Pe 








Dorothy Mayo 
Torre 2 & Torrence 
Tay Jason 

arl Maglev Gls 
Clitf Winehill 





| Pete Viera Ore 


Statier Hotel 
Gomez Tropical D 
Fausto Curbelo Ore 

San Diege 
George Presnell 
Al Alexander Ore 
Dan Merryman 
Don Francisco 


|; Starr & Maxine 


Verne's 

Bert Nolan 
Boyd Senter 
Margie Mansell 
Patricia Webster 
Harry Collet Ore 

Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cup Room) 
Tony Patti 


Wonder Bar 


| Sammy Dibert Ore 
| Lockman 


Mary Lotrey 
Jimmie Nolan 


PITTSBURGH 


| John Conte 
‘i Consolo 


Bill Green’s 


|P. Pendarvis Ore 


Patricia Willis P 
Boogie-Woogle Club ‘ 
Book Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Packy M’Farland 
Club Petite 
Piccolo ete Ore 
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Buck Crouse, Not to Be Outdone By 
Lindsay, Pays Off 21 Angels in Full 





The Elderberry Backers and Hold- 
ing Assn., identified as the one and 
20 investors in ‘Arsenic and Old 
Lace,’ Fulton, N. Y., have received 
all the coin they put into the show. 
Having gotten even, the entire mob 
is now reported to have itching left 
palms in anticipation of actual 
profits. Russel (Buck) Crouse, pro- 
ducer-partner of Howard Lindsay, 
who remitted the first instalment, 
warned the angels, however, not to 
be too expectant about gravy. 


First payoff by Lindsay was nearly 
50% of the money the _ backers 
slipped the one-show producers, 
who blithely admit they figure on 
making so much money out of the 
screwy comedy that they will be 
able to live the life of Reilly. There- 
fore, they will sponsor no more pro- 
ductions, this season anyhow. Same 
guys carefully avoid mentioning ‘Life 
With Father,’ which they wrote, 
because it might make the backers of 
‘Arsenic’ avaricious. Under cross 
examination the duo might even ad- 
mit that the royalties on the three 
companies of ‘Father’ measure as 
peanut money compared to their 
major share of the ‘Arsenic’ harvest. 


Crouse, the mugg with Broadway 
on his mind and a fellow who thinks 
hiding in out-of-town hotels is a 
vacation, in paying off the backers 
wrote: 

Dear Little Cherub: 

Taking advantage of my absence 
from the city, Howard Lindsay, 
trying to show off, recently sent a 
check. We had not intended declar- 
in any dividends until 1945, but if 
Lindsay can give away money, I 
can give away money, too—in fact, 
I can give away more money than 
he can, as proved by the enclosed 


check. This is just to show you 
who your true friend is. Vote for 
Crouse, the stockholders’ cham- 
pion. 

However, don’t get the idea that 
we are going to be throwing 


around money every day or two. 
I advise you to invest this very 
carefully on the theory that you 
may not get any more at all, de- 
pending entirely upon the whims 
of Lindsay and Crouse. 

Lindsay also included a news 
bulletin with his letter about the 
movie sale. All right, if you want 
news, I can give it to you, too. We 
have a Chicago Company in re- 
hearsal with Erich von Stroheim 
in the lead. We wanted Al Capone 
but couldn’t afford to pay his back 
taxes. I might also add, to be on 
the safe side We are holding two 
seats at the Fulton Theatre every 


night in the name of Adolph 
Hitler. However, wait till he sits 
in them! 


You need not reply to this letter, 
but if it comes to our ears that you 
have any objections to the way 
this firm is being operated, we will 
be glad to send you free of charge 
one bottle of Aunt Martha’s elder- 
berry wine. 

Love but no kisses, 
RussEL CROUSE. 
The ‘wine’ referred to in the letter 
is the lethal stuff dished out to the 


unsuspecting a.k.’s who are lured to} 


their death in Brooklyn by the two 
sweet spinsters in ‘Arsenic.’ 
Maney to Sullivan 
Dick Maney, press agent of ‘Ar- 
genic,’ wrote Frank Sullivan, who 
(Continued on page 50) 





Gert Lawrence’s English 
Trip Halts ‘Lady’ June 14 


‘Lady in the Dark’ will close for 
the summer on June 14 at the Al- 
vin, N. Y., unless there is a last- 
minute change in the plans of the 
show’s star, Gertrude Lawrence, who 
intends going to England. Date of 
resumption has not been set. Miss 
Lawrence’s contract stipulates a 
summer layoff. 

English actress has a reservation 
on a clipper plane late in June. 
During the shortwave conversation 
with Charles B. Cochran, which was 
broadcast at the recent ‘Carnival for 
Britain’ benefit at the Music Hall, 
N. Y., she promised the showman to 
visit during the summer. Previous- 
ly she had written ‘Cockie’ and pro- 
posed appearing in a play for him 
over there. 

Miss Lawrence wed Richard Ald- 
rich last summer and it is possible 
she will spend part of her holiday 
with him at Dennis, Mass., where he 
operates the Cape Playhouse during 
the summer. In any event there 
will be no attempt to play ‘Lady’ 
with an understudy. 


‘Put It In Writing’ Cuts 


No. of Actor-Mgr. Disputes 


actors and managers has dropped | 
sharply during the past year. Where- 
as previously there were as many as 
75 cases adjusted in that manner per 
annum, there have been but a dozen 
in the past 12 months. 


Decrease is partly credited to edu- 
cating actors to put everything in 
writing by Equity’s legal staff, for it 
had been determined that a marked 
percentage of arguments stemmed 
from oral agreements or stipulations. 


Serlin Threatens 
Monopoly Action 
Against the UBO 


Feud between Oscar Serlin and the 
United Booking Office over road time 
for ‘Life With Father’ has led to 
rather extensive independent book- 
ing of the play, but it is understood 
the young showman is considering 
filing a complaint on the ground that 
ithe UBO is a monopoly. Principal 
difference between the manager and 
the booker is the latter’s alleged de- 
mand for 2% of the company’s share 
of the gross. 

William Fields, who is handling 
the booking of ‘Father,’ stated that if 
and when UBO abandons its idea of 
collecting the percentage the fight 
will terminate. Claimed that Serlin 
has offered ‘Father’ to UBO bookings 
for next season, but refuses to pay 
the percentage, regarded as a pen- 
alty because he spotted the hit inde- 
pendently in Chicago, Detroit, Phila- 
delphia and Boston. 

Reputed ‘penalty’ sought by pay- 
ment of 2% for one year and a half, 
maximum to be $150 for each com- 
pany would mean $300 weekly. 
Granted the shows continued for 
that period, total nick would reach 
more than $23,000, not figuring the 
New York company which may also 
tour. Serlin is said to have offered 
$50 per week for one year. 

‘Father’ Offered UBO 

Charged that when ‘Father’ is 
sought by out-of-town theatre man- 
agements supplied through UBO, 
that the latter replies ‘the producer 
has not requested a date for your 
city.’ Serlin takes the position that 
such evasions may be important evi- 








be pressed. He has made formal de- 
mand on UBO to supply ‘Father’ 
with definite dates in those stands 
where it advised local managements 
that there had been no request by 
the Serlin office to play the show 
there. 

Cincinnati and Cleveland are the 





latest bookings made for ‘Father’ in- 
dependently. In the iatter spot a 


next October has been entered into 
with the Hanna theatre. House has 
been exclusively booked by UBO, 
same going for the Cass, Detroit, 
where the Chicago ‘Father’ opens a 
summer run June 2. In Cincinnati 





the show will play the Taft Audi- 
torium next December, booking be- 
|ing made directly with J. Herman 
Thuman, concert impresario there. 
Taft is a 2,500-seater, nearly double 
the capacity of the Cox, regular UBO 
house. 

Since 
‘Father’ 
tracted to play the show. 


recently 
direct, 36 stands have con- 
In only 


opposition to UBO-booked houses. 


L’ville Legit Sked Set 


Louisville, March 18. 

Louisville Park Theatrical Assn. 
has completed arrangements with 
Shuberts for fourth season of sum- 
mer stage shows in Iroquois Amphi- 
theatre, starting July 7. Shuberts 
will present ‘Chocolate Soldier,’ “Too 
Many Girls,’ ‘Irene,’ ‘Three Waltzes,’ 
‘Street Singer,’ and ‘Rio Rita.’ 

Repertoire will emphasize 





light 





dence should the monopoly charge | 


| comedy by Robert Presnell, 


‘Murder’ in Tryout 





San Diego, March 18. 
‘Our First Murder,’ original stage 
opens 
here tomorrow (Wed.) with ZaSu 
Pitts in the top role. ; 
After a three-day tryout, the play 


moves to San Francisco and Los | 


Angeles for one-week stands, 


Number of arbitrations between | 








LEGIT PATRONS 
DONT RIDE 
BUSES 


New York is experiencing its sec- 
ond week of a bus strike, nearly all 
surface transportation, except taxis 
and private motor cars, being tied 
up, without materially affecting thea- 
tre patronage. Business, however, 
has been on the downgrade for sev- 
eral weeks, 

Two of last week’s three entrants 
were on the down side. ‘Five Alarm 
Waltz’ was taken off at the Play- 
house after four performances, critics 
putting thumbs down on it. “They 
Walk Alone,’ Golden, got mixed no- 
tices, English melodrama generally 
being rated as doubtful. 

Current week was to have two de- 
buts, but ‘Native Son’ was postponed 
twice and is now slated at the St. 
James next Monday (24). Other pre- 
miere due is ‘My Fair Ladies,’ at 
Hudson Thursday (20). Two other 
shows next week: ‘Your Loving Son,’ 
Little, and ‘Gabrielle,’ Elliott. 


Ed Sullivan Sponsors 
Sunday Concerts Built 
Around Stars in ‘Heat’ 


Along the lines of the Shuberts’ 
Winter Garden operation some years 


ago, Ed Sullivan, now steering ‘Crazy 
With the Heat,’ 44th Street, N. Y., 
will inaugurate Sunday Night Con- 
certs commencing March 23, with 
outside personalities augmenting 
‘Heat’s’ stars (Willie Howard-Luella 
Gear-Diosa Costello). First ‘concert’ 
will include Lou Holtz, Helen Mor- 
gan and Romo Vincent, all set by the 
William Morris office. 

‘Heat’ got a bad press when first 
opened by Kurt Kasznar last Jan. 14. 
It quickly folded, then was reopened 
by Sullivan Jan. 30 to a slightly bet- 
ter reception. Its biz since then has 
been only fair, at best, but it’s ex- 
pected the Sunday night concerts 
will perk the b.o. 

Subsequent guesters will be Burns | 
and Allen, April 3, and Kate Smith, 
April 27. 














Virginia Dunning missed several | 


| performances of ‘Life With Father,’ 


| at the Empire, N. Y., due to bruises 


| received in an auto mishap. 


She’s 


| the daughter of playwright-producer 


contract to play the show two weeks | 





starting to book | 


Phil Dunning. 


Radical Group Agitates Vs. Equity; 
Advises Performers of 5c Meals 








‘Abie’s’ 
' 
al ~ 

| Stalled, Sues for $7,500 
Los Angeles, March 18. 

N. Guy Pharis filed suit for $7,500 
damages against the Troupers thea- 
= charging failure of the playhouse | 
to be available for his production of | 
| ‘Abie’s Irish Rose.’ 
the theatre defaulted 
to have the house ready on opening | 
night and for several weeks there- | 
after, although the play had been}! 
widely advertised. 

Plaintiff asks $5,000 general dam- 


plary. 


Sun. Shows Help 


Plays to Continue; 











day performances rules beyond June 
1 is indicated by similar regulations 
for Sundays in summer stock, which 
does not swing into action until after 
that date. If the extension is made, 
shows will play on Broadway 
through the summer and probably 
next season. When Sundays were 
agreed upon, an experimental period 
was dated from November for the 
balance of the season. 


fied that Sabbath performances are 


shows on Broadway to continue and, 
it is believed at least some would 
| have otherwise closed by now. Mana- 
gers, however, have not yet formally 
asked Equity to extend the Sunday 
rules. Membership okayed Sundays 
by vote early last fall, but the coun- 
cil can act on the expected exten- 
sion without again placing the mat- 
ter to a referendum. 


Announced by the League of New 
York Theatres, which is checking 
sabbath attendance, that every per- 
formance given Sunday (16) bet- 
tered the business of the preceeding 
Sunday, the ‘over-all increase’ be- 
ing 13%. Also stated by the League 
that one show on the list takes in 


Summer stock may play Sunday 
in New York state under Equity | 
regulations, but those appearing on 
that day must receive time off from 
the conclusion of the performance | 
until eight o’clock Monday evening. 
} Actors may be called for rehearsal | 
| at that time, but must be dismissed 
by midnight, a maximum of four 
| hours. Equity says that ‘this ar- 
rangement benefits the actor by giv- 
ing him practically a full day off | 
4 from rehearsals or performances and 
} conforms as nearly as possible with 
| the state law of one day’s rest in 
seven.’ Equity has declared it would 





Extension Likely 


That Equity will extend its Sun- | that ‘members of the Actors Equity 


33% of its weekly gross on Sunday.” 


Revival on Coast | 


ages and $2,500 punitive and exem- | 


Equity leaders are evidently satis- | 


making it possible for a number of 





A radically-minded group believed 
to stem from the Theatre Arts Com- 
_ mittee, which got into Equity’s hair 
| protesting the Finnish Fund benefits 
|last year and led to the never-sub- 
stantiated charges by Cong. William 
P. Lambertson that certain members 

of the council were Communists, is 


Pharis contends | #8ain charged with agitating in ac- 
its agreement | 


tors’ circles. Latest move is a circue 
|lar that ‘starving actors’ can obtain 
|}meals from the Salvation Army on 
| New York’s west side for 5c. 

| Circular is regarded as an attack 
|on Equity, Actors Fund and the the- 
atrical guilds, whose charities in aid 
of needy professionals are well rec- 
ognized. It’s claimed that Maida 
Reade, of Equity’s council, stated 
there are 28,000 members of the tal- 
| ent unions out of jobs. The Red 
tinge to the circular is shown by the 
fonok comment that with so many 
, actors out of work, ‘they are sending 
‘bundles to dear old England.’ There 
is also an attack on Congress for the 
lend-lease and appropriation bills. 
The group also takes a shot at the 
Dies Committee investigating un- 
ag omg one 

pon inquiry, a Salvation Army 
BP ed declared he had never 
heare of any group which announced 





| Association may dine for 5c. a meal.’ 

Equity points out that its total mem- 
bership approximates but 3,700 mem- 
bers and the Associated Actors & 
Artistes of America never claimed a 
combined membership of much more 
than 30,000. 

Another ‘false’ statement in the 
circular is that Equity members are 
working for $8 per week doing a 
walk-on in ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 
(Fulton). The dozen people referred 
}to are from the NVA, being old 
Vaudevillians. They are paid $1 per 
performance for walking on at one 





of the show’s curtains and are classed 
| aS supers, not extras, for whom there 
| is an Equity minimum of $15 weekly. 


| 


} 
| 
} not countenance a similar arrange- | 


ment on Broadway. 





As Lee Shubert Predicts, Dramatists 
Blame Him for Mors. Suit Vs. Guild 


‘I suppose they’ll say it’s a Shubert 
trick,” said Lee Shubert in the 


| League of New York Theatres offices, 


| when it was decided to take action 
two instances will the show be in! 





against the Dramatists Guild, whose 
new contract the managers claim is 
monopolistic. It ha@ been hinted 


that the authers would not particu- | 


larly object testing the legality of 
provisions to which the showmen ob- 


ject, but when the Guild was served | 


in the suit the result was distinctly 
| antagonistic. 


It had been said before that the | 
League is dominated by the Shuberts | 


because they contribute the most 


| money to the organization, operating 


|the greatest 
League people declared the claim | 
was not correct, the Shuberts having | 
same as other mem- | 


musical shows, with a view to stag- | 


ing a popular brand of musical en- 


tertainment which it is hoped will | 





appeal to the town’s new defense in- 
| dustry population. 

will again be resident producer at 
| the Amphitheatr >. 


John Shubert | 


number of theatres. 


but one vote, 
bers. 


| ger, who are lawyars for the Shu- 
berts, latter being the League's 
| counsel 


Guild’s president Elmer Rice stated 


Attorneys in the suit are Wil- | 
liam Klein and Milton R. Weinber- | 


he believed the charges in the com- 


PR May Whitty’s appearance 
| ‘Women,’ 


plaint had been dictated by the Shu- | 


| berts, whom he declared had repeat- 
edly threatened to ‘break the Guild.’ 


The Playwrights Co., of which Rice | 


is a member, immediately withdrew 
from the League when the suit was 


filed. Complaint sets forth 16 allega- 
tions, questioning most of the basic 


| provisions in the contract, such as 
| mandatory membership, the authors’ 
power over script revisions, casting 
and direction, also the percentage of 
| royalties, plus the sharing of money 
| received for picture rights. League 
| seeks a temporary injunction pend- 
ing trial, Guild having 20 days to an- 
swer the complaint. Actual defend- 
lant is the Authors League of Amer- 
'ica, it being the parent organization 
of the Guild. 

New conflict between the managers 
and authors may result in a better 
understanding between the Guild 
and picture interests. It is possible 
that the authors will okay plans to 
produce picture-backed plays outside 
the League. 





The supers were originally used as 
a gag by the producers but have 
been retained. One developed lame- 
ness, but is retained as an ‘under- 
study.” Another was given a part in 
the Chicago company of ‘Arsenic.’ 


EXPERIMENTAL THEATRE 
SKEDS FIRST 3 PLAYS 


Experimental Theatre’s schedule 
of its first trio of plays has been 
| virtually agreed upon. In addition 
| to ‘Steps Going Up,’ there will be a 
| revised version of Euripide’s ‘Trojan 
| Women’ and ‘Not in Our Stars,’ a 
| drama by George Corey. Robert 
| Turney is writing a prolog for 
|‘Women’ and there is to be an inci- 
dental score by Lehman Lengel. 
| Plan for the Expertmental Theatre 
lis virtually the first matter agreed 
upon jointly by Equity and the 
Dramatists Guild. Stipulations are 
that all players concerned must be 
| members of Equity in good standing, 
'while only plays by members of the 











Guild in good standing are to be 
used. Rules bar sharpshooters, it’s 
explained. 


There was) some secrecy about 
in 
Equity making an excep- 
tion. She is an alien actress and 
players of that classification are not 
supposed to be used. Her daughter, 
Margaret Webster, is to direct the 
play, the concession probably being 
granted because the latter has been 
one of the most ardent proponents 
of experimental showings. 


a 


Hedgerow to B’way 


Philadelphia, aren 18. 





Hedgerow theatre will vade 
Broadway next season w ith six 
plays. 


A group of N.-Y. and Philly spon- 
sors will back the venture the 
tune of $25,000 as guarantees. 
| Among them are Lee Shubert, Elmer 
Rice and Warren F. Munsell. Hedg- 
erow, founded by Jasper Deeter 18 
years ago, has toured the country 
regularly. Playhouse is in Rose Val- 
| ley, about 20 miles from Philly. 
Company has a repertory 142 
plays. 
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Polishing Up Stager 
Hollywood, March 18. 
Ladislaus Bus-Fekete completed 
the scripting of ‘All Our Yesterdays’ 
for Alexander Korda and headed 
east to polish up his new play, 
‘Alienation of Affections.’ 
| It’s for Gilbert Miller. 


| 


i 
iH 
? 
i 
| 
4 


ne 


omnes 


pe: 














50 LEGITIMATE 


VARIETY Wednesday, March 19, 194] 





Plays Out of Town 





’D RATHER SING 


Hollywood, March 11. 


Musical comedy. in three vets) (four 
gcenes) by Wayne Lloyd Boys; music Ivrics 
and book by Boys; directed by Dan 1 y 
dialog by Norman Philbrick; at Assistance 
League Playhouse, Hiollywood, March 11 
, . te ton 
_ “D rothy Whitmore, Mary Daily 
Janice Chambers, Barbara Knapp geanatte 
Rollins, June Loris, Dee Howell, John 
Elliott, Cecile Elliot. 


If multiple-threater Wayne Boys 


would rid himself of a playwright | 


complex and leave alone the 20 id 
more frisky kids in this amiable little 
piece of a collegiate ski team 
stranded in a girls school, he may 
make a go of what he prefers to call 
a ‘romance in music. The young- 


sters have talent, verve and endur- | 


ance, and as the title implies, that’s 
what they would like to do most— 
next to dance. But Boys would have 


it otherwise and the play will go the 
way cf all other Assistance Leaguers 


except ‘Meet the People.” After st 
ting awey to a brisk start the tale 
takes on a plot, thin and _incon- 
sequential, that bogs it down beyond 


| producing effort of Jay Richard 


| Kennedy and his associates. If they 


1im to continue their new venture, | 


it would be wise to stelve this one, 
save the expense of a Broadway 
opening and invest it in another ry. 
Actually, there has been no drastic 
change made in the plot, since it 
still centers around the painful, de- 
termined effort of an adolescent boy 
to put the brakes on his flirtatious 
parents. As the story wended its 
way through numerous situations 
that mostiy muffed their possibili- 
ties, the play suffered from opening- 
night drag and 10 o’cloc = sag. 
| Best sequence comes in the sec- 
ond act as junior (Frankie Thomas) 
| interrupts his mother’s lover in at- 
tempts at a hotbreathed proposal, 


sither in direction or acting, and 
| there was substantial evidence of in- 
sufficient rehearsal. 

In the original tryout Ezra Stone 
starred and directed. While Thomas 
matches his talents most of the way, 
Sircom does not come off so well in 
a directorial comparison. 


| Two holdovers from the summer | 


but generally there is a monotone | 


‘They Walk Alone.’ Her figure is 
more ample than that of a year ago. 
John Moore, as the farmer, is the 
pest of the others in the shortcast 
| onesetter. / 
Psychologically, ‘They Walk Alone 
seems too improbable. Pathological- 
ly, it’s probably impossible. Ibee. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


After a preview of ‘Native Son,’ mixed-cast drama at the St. James, 
N. Y., last Thursday (13), Orson Welles and John Houseman decided to set 
| back the premiere from Monday to ——— (Wed.). Beng a a 
9 1 | preview slated for Friday so that the cast and crew could rest, but another 

The Doctor . Dilemma agin acca was given Saturday (15). There are 10 scenes. Debut was 

ee eae eae aeemt Massey, | Set back a second time and is now dated for next Monday (24). 
tirence Derwent, Whitford Kane, Ralph | One of the complications from tWe postponement of ‘Native Son’ is the 
Forbes, Colin B pactoe dostgenn g vt matter of tickets sold in advance. Pasteboards for the preem are to be 
‘at. at Shubert, N. ¥.; staged by | honored regardless of the date, except for the first row, comprising 26 








11 1 


Gutt MeClintic; sectings by Donal seats) Welles decided Monday (17) to have the first row removed and, 
ueetnnte: ees OY cain. $5.00 pre- | since there is no record of who got most of the tickets for the seats in. 
Redpenny .e..see ates: ... Stanley Bell volved, there are expected to be numerous squawks from those who come 
pe sa ag 4 asst ape ee to the theatre opening night and cannot be admitted. = 
Dr, Schutzmacher. «+++. Ce ae eee | It is planned to give the performance without intermissions. Running 
oe eee ao pa Ralph Forbes | time is one hour and 50 minutes. id 
| Sir Ralph Bonington..... Cecil Humphreys —— , 
| Dr. Blenkinsop....... ee geen There was a report that the author of ‘Five Alarm Waltz,’ which opened 
ete ilaiat wc iiiiieuinwell Fletcher | at the Playhouse, N. Y., last week, was not Lucille Smith Prumbs, or else 
| Minnie Tinwell......+0+0+-- Margaret yuu | it was a pen name. Mrs. Prumbs, however, is a young woman who has 
pig Bent nln tte ei vid Orrick | Written two other plays, unproduced. Her mother, Sarah Smith, has been 
: aes la columnist for The Day, a Yiddish newspaper, for the past 15 years or 

! ! 


Katharine Cornell, Raymond| More. She is currently leading the Newspaper Guild strike against the 
| Massey, Bramwell Fletcher, Colin | publication. 
| Keith-Johnston, Cecil _Humphreys, ‘Waltz’ served to introduce Everett Wile on Broadway. He shelved the 
Ralph Forbes, Clarence Derwent and | play Saturday (15) after four performances, deciding it could not stand 
Whitford Kane, under Guthrie Mc-| yp under an adverse press. Jed Harris intended producing the play and 
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redemption. ant ne inn! 
Shame, too, it is, to waste the) Gaiivers a commendable, plausible 
talents of a few youngsters who MAY | interpretation of the adolescent girl 
any day now bob up in pictures.) ¢rieng of Thomas, double-troubled 
Dee Howell, a slip of a gal in her/}. the goings-on between her 
teens, displays an easy manner,| other and junior’s father. Kate 
good voice and a command of dra-| warriner, in a minor part, repeats 
matic shading. At least one studio} her good work of last season aS a 
by now must have called in John! wise gunt of junior. 
Elliott for a test. He's the juvenite Emphasis is laid more on the 
type that producers are oes mother in the revised edition, but 
for, sings well and knows how | ° | Lily Cahill seldom makes her char- 
handle lines. June Loris and Janice | ie, approach the illusion of real- 
Chambers also rate notice for their ity. Jay“Fassett™ occasiOnally “suc- 
performance. . | ceeds, but just as often underplays 
There may be a Noel Coward in-| 32° mi omas’ father, Eddie Nugent, 
the-rough in the makeup of Boys, has his moments as the artist-lover, 
lately an organist in a downtown | 11+ seems to be groping most of the 
cafeteria. Some of his tunes may) ..\ Ruth Lee is quite satisfactory 
linger after the play is mothballed| 2-'the domesticated woman upstairs 


away and pe A oe To. | who's infatuated with junior’s father. 
ce the te) S } i aie ¥ 
nl oF kids given more to do| Raymond Sovey’s duplex apart 


with their hooves and mouths the | Ment set is so superior that it tends 





lip service will pick up and a run| to make the action within it seem | 


may be made of it. Definitely the | more. refreshing and entertaining 
piece is worth saving, or at least than it is. Fox. 
some portions salvaged. 

There having been more than : : 
few sundry revues and musica Pla BR 
touches cut up in the past year or so ys on way 
in the smaller try-outers, some smart 
producer is going to piece eres | — 
the best features of the whole and | 
give them a good, solid staging. Film | THEY WALK ALONE 


{ 








producers do it successfully with | Melodrama in three acts presented at the | 


4 . “Ye | John Golden, N. Y., March 12, ‘41, by 
acts r from radio, the arage and ten A. Boyar; written by Max Catto; Elsa 
niteries, and the premise is equally | Lanchester and Carol Goodner featured; 
fertile for the boards. The talent is | staged by Berthold Viertel; setting, Lemuel 
abundant and well they know that | on, 7, top. indie: iene 

: ‘ i ) See WE, A obpds en eeeanees liv ng 
there’s no better showcase around | ;)°° a Gusak Gaaduar 
for the shoppers-after new faces | hronert Stanforth..ccccesccceesed John Moore 
frem the celluloid factories. Helm. | Mr. Taltent......... cocccseessseA. P, Kaye 
Larry Tallent. seoceese.- Martin Manulis 
Emmy Baudine.....ecse.--Elsa Lanchester 


YOUR LOVING SON [TOE eee meet Gees 


Comedy in three acts by Abby Merchant; Record of English murder melo- 
presented by Jay Richard Kennedy in as- 


bociation with Alfred Bloomingdale ana | 4ramas on Broadway is a succession 
James F. Loew! staged by Arthur | of BOOSe-eggs, and the latest import 
Sircom; setting Raymond Sovey; opened at | is another indicated zero. 

the Plymouth theatre, Boston, March 7, 
"41: $5.30 top. 











cage ie SE Ee Rachel Sewall | the first-nighters seemed to wonder 
Dorcas Winslow... ceccccsccescs: Lily Cahill| why the play was presented. At 
mee Meare tbsectooneess, any Euaaere | American tryout under the title of 
aroline radley..... eeeeees <ate arriner | « ° +)? a i leat cade . 
Joshue Winslow, Jr...eee...Frankie Thomas | Alien Soil sev eral years ago in 
Rosomond Payne....-esees--Charita Bauer | Saratoga it was classed as one of the 


William Hollinger......e...-Eddie Nugent | psychological murder plays that 
Muriel Payne..... | 







git *40tanees Vee oe made for a mild sort of vogue. ‘Night 
IPrrrr rere es ee eeeeesere le ! utr , ’ 

Keith VANS...cccccccseces+--Fdwin Gordon Must Fall appeared to be the best of 

Horace Payne...... ....Raymond Greenleaf | the crop, but somehow that, too, was 


not good enough, except in stock. 
Since its tryout in a nearby straw- It appears that when the play was 
hat last summer, ‘Lour Loving Son’ | shown at the Spa there was a clearer 
has been doctored by its author and | idea of the perverse killer. There 
adopted by a new producer. But it | is but a slight trace of the author's 
still shapes up as an unwanted child | conception now. The housemaid, 
of the theatre. Most newsworthy | Emmy, is supposed to attract men 
angle is that this marks the initial | and in embrace kills them in a vio- 
lently abnormal manner, but it’s 
virtually impossible to convey the 














Locale is the farmhouse of a fam- 


ily in rural England. Emmy, the 
| maid, is engaged without checking 
her references. She seems decent 
and efficient, but soon tragedy stalks 


into the community. A young man 
“Jack Durant is completely in char- . , . ; . + ae a Pe 
acter 06 the binckmalling agent.” is found dead, and soon afterwards 
—Richard Watts, Jr., Herald-Tribune J | there’s another homicide, with a 
Parag : sila - third and fourth offstage killing. 
“Jack Durant is wonderfully cast.’ Only Bess Stanforth, the farmer’s 
enna y . > N r N ~ . ’ e . 
Ed Sullivan, New York Daily News | sturdy wife, senses the source of the 
Featured in GEORGE ABBOTT'S murders. The play’s only stirring 


“PAL JOEY” ;scene is between the two women, 


Bess deciding to give the maid the 
Barrymore Theatre, New York sack. Emmy has her revenge, her 


| last victim being the young man of 














‘in the organ loft of the nearby 
| chapel, for it seems such music in- 
cites her strange passion. The moors 
seem to moan while a dog mourn- 
fully whines when not chasing homi- 
cidal Emmy. 


GERTRUDE 
LAWRENCE 


“LADY IN THE DARK” seen in a Broad l 
is roadway play since ap- 
ALVIN THEATRE, NEW YORK JI) pearing with her husband, Charles 
| Laughton, in ‘Payment Deferred,’ 
|plays Emmy. Hers is a Cockney 
j type, but what she has to lure the 




















~- SAMUEL FRENCH 
SINCE (830 
AUTHORS’ REPRESENTATIVE 


| Carol Goodner, as the farmer's wife, 
'1S a more positive character and her 
| performance impresses as the cast’s 


Piays fer Stage, Screen and Radic best. Present part is quite a broad 
25 West 45th Street, New York 
81! West 7th Street, Los Angeles 


|jump from the siren she played in 
i‘The Man Who Came to Dinner.’ 
Miss Goodner had the same assign- 
ment in the London company of 








version stand out. Charita Bauer | 


Despite interest of performance, | 


| idea to the average playgoer. Even 
| were that done, the show is on the 
| down side in these times of world- 
| wide travail. 


| the family. She is eventually caught | 


Elso Lanchester, who has not been | 


male animal is open to question. | 


make a revival of ‘Uncle Tom’s | 
Cabin’ a major event, much less an | 
excerpt from George Bernard Shaw. | 
None the less, this 35-year-old play, 
which the Lunts also essayed in 1927, | 
is pretty thin stuff for the talents of | 
its actress-manager. Only when Miss | 
Cornell is on does it grip the interest, | 
but in the main it’s a verbose, Sha- | 
vian dissertation on smug English 
medico modes and manners. 


Actually, Bramwell Fletcher, the | 
worthless, consumptive artist, whom | 


to save from phvsical disintegration 
because of his brilliance, blinding 
herself wholly to his cadging and 


acter. Raymond Massey is a savant 





Miss Cornell persists in consulting, | 


in the hope of saving her husband's | 
life. Thus is the romance born, and | 


against which premise is contrasted | 
ithe problem whether his confreres | 
wouldn’t be wiser in concentrating | 
on saving the life of an impecunious 
colleague, rather than that of the 
more colorful reprobate whom | 
| Fletcher portrays so skillfully. 

This play has seen sundry revivals, | 
| but none, certainly, as histrionically | 
brilliant as this. The marquee-loaded | 
|} cast should carry it for a spell even 
if their superlative performances let 
|down—which they don’t. Donald 
Oenslager has designed _ several 
striking old English sets, circa 1903. 
The terrace of the Star and Garter 
cafe is particularly effective, while 
| the opening set, the Massey consult- 
jing room in Queen Anne street, 
London, {is a_ richly warm and 
imaginative interior. 


| The playing is topnotch all the 





his doting wife (Miss. Cernell) hanes | 


two-timing, is the most vivid char- | 


lidea of the award, as mentioned 





| way from the insolent biddy (Alice 
Belmore Cliffe) who runs the just 
knighted Sir Colenso Ridgeon’s 
| (Massey) household, to the assort- | 
|}ment of medicos who comprise his | 
intimate circle. Particularly good | 
| are Massey and Fletcher along with 
|Cecil Humphreys, Whitford Kane, 
Clarence Derwent and Ralph Forbes. 
Colin Keith-Johnston is the impe- 
cunious medico. 


| Being a limited engagement, the 
|Cornell-Massey fans (she’s been | 
|} away on a long road trek with ‘No | 
| Time for Comedy,’ and he’s been Abe 

| Lincoln so long it’s a welcome change 
| to see him in a lighter quasi-romantic 
|role) should give this revival its 
;mead of b.o. support. The play’s 
merits certainly are eclipsed by the 
rostrum talent, and they rate 
| affectionate consideration on that 








boastful, egotistical husband. Ann 
Thomas, as the girl from the street, 


Clintic’s staging, would undoubtedly | 4, concerned with Wile’s first venture into show business when latter 
presented ‘Our Town’ on the Coast and ‘Here Today’ in Chicago. 


Russell Janney plans a comeback in the managerial field next season, 
having in mind a new operetta with a score by Rudolf Friml. Former 
producer's standout attraction was ‘The Vagabond King,’ which scored at 
the Casino, N. Y., now razed. Several seasons ago he presented ‘The 
O'Flynn’ at the Broadway, but it was a fast flop. 

The new Friml score has been transcribed on discs, which have been run 
off a number of times during conferences between Janney and the com- 
poser. As yet no deal for authoring the proposed book has been made. 


Herbert Bayard Swope attended the debut of ‘They Walk Alone’ at the 
Golden last Wednesday (12) and wondered where he had seen the drama 
before. It then became known that the play had been tried out at the Spa 
theatre, Saratoga, in August, 1938, under the label of ‘Alief’ Earth’ and the 
racing commission head attended then. Linda Watkins and Phoebe Foster 


Rr | played the leads at that time. The showing at the Spa was prior to the 
in that branch of medicine whom | 


presentation of the play in London. 





———=» 


writes letters to the editor, which is| priveleged Reporters of the Kansas 
something that Saroyan does, too.| City Star. Remember what 
What Boguris thinks of the Pulitzer 
prize is just about equal to Saroyan’'s 


was 
once said of Harry Bestry? ‘When 
he dies he’s going to lie in state 


;7 4 > 
when latter kicked back the G-note de Britt Bros. window for three 
sent him by the.committee. ays. 

Boguris is wed to Brooke March, Arrayed in all his finery Crouse 
a successful playwright, but he says| would numb the eye of a 
her stuff is tripe. When taunted| Maharajah. His cravats defy the 
into authoring a play he does just} spectrum, his hose are of a multi- 
that, and it wins rave notices, even | hued brilliance, his hats some- 
though he describes it as drama,| where between a tarboosh and a 
er as, Se. Se ae kepi. The omission of the Crouse 
believes Brooke is unhappy with the | "@me from this list is a challenge 
mugg and proposes to take ner away | to all of us—all who slave and con- 
from him. Flushed with suceess of | tive and toiled that ‘Arsenic and 
the show, however, Boguris brings | Old Lace’ may not perish in the 
on a Chinese tot, saying he adopted | cutrates. As our most eloquent 
the kid. Curtain finds the well-| spokesman, as the partner most 


groomed wife and her virtually] sensitive to injustice, I think you 
naked mate yammering over the kid,| shold strike a blow, and forth- 
who is also trying to say something. 4 


i , with! Shumlin? On his own con- 
There is a curious assortment of 


3 Pssi ) , pulle 
|characters around the well-appoint- Jession he owns but one hat, pulled 


; 4 ‘ 

ed apartment in Sutton Place. One| 24 of shape while staging ‘The 
is a modiste, a fat butler who has a| ©0Tn Is Green.’ Like Mr. Spinalzo, 
tinge of nance, a girl who is adver- | Shumlin’s but another imposter 
tising baby carriages, who Boguris} cringing in the window seat. 

brings to the apartment for inspira- And speaking of seats, the seat 
pace a — of song sheets and a! of the most recent Croyse trousers 
ig Tov won oe any See shines like a dead salmon in the 

Elia Kazan, who made his mark meEENE. ; 

with the Group Theatre, is the vio- Sullivan replied, but was purpose- 
lent Boguris. He doubtlessly plays | ly obscene and bet a bottle of cham- 





the part as it was conceived, with pagne that Maney could not land it 


plenty of motion and lots of nvive.| in Vartery. Sullivan the winnah! 
In fact, the play is keyed similarly, | 


including Louise Platt as the young 
wife who is nearly eclipsed by the 





Virginia Campbell, who recently 
closed in ‘Cream in the Well,’ visit- 


; > : _ ing her home in Louisiana. 
| cuaaer iiaeh. Abel. |is rather amusing. She’s with the 


_ FIVE ALARM WALTZ | 


| Comedy in three acis presented at the 
Playtiouse, N. Y., March 13, ’41, by Everett 


Wile; written by Lucille S. Prumbs; staged | 


by Robert Lewis; setting, Harry Horner; | 
$:.30 top, | 
Millicer wre LLP er TT Tre Paula Dupont 
Brooke March. .ciccsceoceocs louise Platt 
Adam Bogurls.....cecceces Elia Kazan 
Mime Consta Rs H n Zel kaya 
JOTry Manning. .o.c000se. Robert Shayne 
POAT 5 s60 oveeueeoses Ann Thoma 
I} ss RRR E TT ee llowar Freema 
Da Dort ; Roman Bohner 
WOURE MAM. ceresdaeceevcecs Curt Conway 


| New producer and new author 
have one of the nuttiest of comedies, 
but unfortunately the show does not 
provide enough laughs. 

| 


| 
Lucille S. Prumbs, who wrote the | 
|mysteriously titled ‘Five Alarm | 
Waltz, must have been reading | 
about William Saroyan. Or maybe 
she knows the spectacular Coast | 
Armenian. Adam Boguris is called | 
a native Bulgarian, and sometimes 
when that term is used it sounds 
like vulgarian. That more accurate- | 
ly describes the character. Saroyan’s 
name is mentioned, and it’s inferred | 
that he isn’t the one intended for 
caricature. 

Anyhow, this Boguris is a loud- | 
mouthed, violent guy. He writes 
things, such as ‘The World and | 
Other Places,’ whatever that means. | 
He admits he’s good, if not great, 
while frequently nibbling on assort- 
ed eatables. He's addicted to taking 
off his clothes down to shorts as he 
rants all over the set. Adam also 


| Easy Aces on radio. Howard Free- 
|man, as the producer; Helen Zelin- | 
skaya, as a gabby dressmaker, and | 
Robert Shayne, the fellow who 
| wants to take Brooke ar-av from it 
all, are best among the others. | 

















Ibee. | 


(Withdrawn Saturday; panned; 
printed for the record.) 








CO-STARRING 
IN RECORD BREAKING 


Crouse, Lindsay | 





has retreated to Saratoga, to answer & 
what Maney considered a devasta- | 


ting Sullivan insult of Buck Crouse. | 
Maney’s letter follows: 


titres Ontinued from page 49 


“HELLZ-A-POPPIN” 


ON TOUR 


| Mgt.: WM. KENT 
1776 B’way, New York 


























The Merchant Tailors & De- 
signers Association, met in solemn 
conclave in St. Louis on Feb. 10, 
named The 20 Best Dressed Men of 
1941. The sartorial score in- 
cluded Henry Ford, the two, 
Adolphus Busch, the three, Edward 
Stettinius, the younger, Winthrop 
Rockefeller, William S. Knudsen 


and, hold on to your hct, Herman 
Shumlin. 


My old one: | 
| 
| 


ROSALIND IVAN 


in “THE CORN IS GREEN” 
NATIONAL THEATRE, N. Y. 

















PLAYWRIGHTS seek pariner, 
This mi Sn 8 active or silent, 
I wa ung of Shumlin is a foul with $5,000 to help stage Broadway 
. ur on the fair name of the East |] production of excellent comedy with 
Side Brummell, Russel Stanislav- |] Stet movie and radio ponsibilities. 
nie é P {nvestment safeguarded. Full investi- 
sky Crouse,a dandy whose raiment gation invited. Play has had _ tre- 
has been the envy of his fellows 


mendously successful tryout in Sum- 
ever since he led the Cotillion a! er Re. 
the Annual Ball of the Under 


Write Box 11, Variety, 154 W. 46th St. 
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Shows Fill All Chicago Legiters: 
‘Bleen’ $15,000, Father’ $13,000 





—_— 


Chicago, March 18. 
All theatres are loaded currently 
and business indicates a _ basic 


strength which augurs well for the 
trade. New items on the boards 
starting this week are Dante, who 
opened last night (Monday) for three 
weeks in the Erlanger, and ‘See My 
Lawyer,’ which gets underway in the 
Selwyn tomorrow (Wednesday ). This 
show had three preview nights start- 
ing Sunday (16) and advance sales 
are promising. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ has_ really 
caught on in the Harris and is now 
advertising seats six weeks in ad- 
vance, against ‘Life With Father’s’ 
four-week advance. ‘Student Prince’ 
winds up a short spell in the Grand 





» 


‘Blossom Time, 116, Has 
Best Pitt B.0. in 10 Yrs. 


Pittsburgh, March 18. 


Making its ’umpteenth visit here, 
‘Blossom Time’ did better last week 
at the Nixon than it’s done in 10 
years now. Rolled up little over 
$11,000, which is real coin for this 
show and almost twice as much as 
operetta got last time around. Al- 
most half of that sum, however, 
came from mats, which were virtu- 
ally sellouts, night biz being off for 
most part. 

Musical demonstrated that there’s 
nothing predictable about show biz. 





Saturday (22) and scrams to be re- 
placed by the road company of ‘Ar- 
senic and Old Lace.” Ed Wynn and 
‘Boys and Girls Together’ are due into 


On its last trip here, show played at 
$1.50 top and there was little call 
re it. re —— it wee eee © 

F .75 and no y remembered that 
the Selwyn March 20. which means they had bought the same merchan- 
baker or the Great Northern, the dise before at nearly half that 
latter spot now dark, while ‘Pins amount. 
and Needles’ may beat it out of the 


former. | ‘ + 
Estimates for Last Week 
‘Life With Father,’ Blackstone 


(55th week) (1,200; $2.75). Still rolls 


along brightly, with the ads now 

hinting of a scram out in May or 1 
June. Profits in a big way at $13,- | ? 
000. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (4th 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Building rap-| 
idly and now really in the click | Philadelphia, March 18. 


class, slightly over $15,000. | 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Studebaker; There were no indications of the 
(13th week) (1,200; $1). Had bang-% traditional Lenten depression as far 
up siay, but now readying to quit | 25 ae an + ges Reed = 
, : i cerned last week. oug e 
town rather than wait for the dregs. Locust wes dark, beth the Forrest 


Dipped to $6,000. as 
‘Student Prince’ Grand (3d week) | (UBO) and the Walnut (indie) got 
capacity or very close to it. 


4 80). y y i. _ 
pane § Abd ae week. Took | "After the sensational first week of 
: ; Oscar Serlin’s ‘Life with Father,’ at 
the Walnut, the status of the comedy 


DANTE TERRIFIC $22,000) sex" met Ste Sin!competiaon 


‘The Man ho Came to Dinner,’ 

















. y 
IN 2 TORONTO WEEKS) re2°% 2 'fcmned‘ous snd in face of | 


pets | blizzard and generally disastrous 
Teicate, Mass 46. | weather, both shows got plenty of 

Dante holdover saw another sock| ‘Tobacco Road,’ 
ross estimated at $10,300 at Royal| eighth local run, this time at the 
-xandra here, despite heavy snow- | Locust, Monday (24) for two weeks. 
storm which nicked first two nights’ | “There Shall Be No Night,’ at Forrest 
business on second week. Shows| April 14, is only other spring book- 
were consistent sellouts from then | ing. 
on. 

At moderate scale of $2 top for 
the 1,550-seater, magician grossed 
approximately $22,000, on the two 
weeks, terrific, the first getting 
around $11,700. 

Negotiations are now on for a ré- 
turn engagement by Dante Easter 


Estimates for Last Week 
‘Life with Father,’ Walnut (2d 
week) (1,400; $2.85). Held to capacity 


| is close to $19,400. Should hold into 
May. Wasn't affected by blizzards 
or competish from ‘Dinner.’ 





pace, which management here claims | 


week, 


‘Road’ Big 6G; Drapers’ 
N.G. $1,600, New Haven 


New Haven, March 18. 
Shubert split last week with Ruth 
and Paul Draper in for a mild first 
half (10-12) at an approximate $1,600 
in four shows at $2.75 top. 


its fourth stand here, came through 


with its biggest gross. In four per- | 


formances (13-15), show got 
mated $6,000, which represented a 
virtual sellout at $1.65 top. 


House has the Ed Wynn musical, | 


‘Boys and Girls Together,’ for this 
week's last half, with advance indi- 
cating nice biz (20-22). 


‘Pyg’ $6,100 in Portland mechs, gre into steady parade with | 


Portland, Ore., March 18. 
Ruth Chatterton brought ‘Pyg- 
malion’ to the Mayfair theatre for 
two nights and one matinee (14-15) 


and town, starved for legit, poured | 
out to see Chatterton do Shaw. Take | 


was estimated at 
seater at $2.75 top. 
Mayfair closes for complete over- 


$6,100 in 1,500- 


haul March 24, opening for opera | 


season on 3lst. 


esti- | 
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‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ For- 
rest (Ist week) (1,800; $2.85). Bang- 
up smash despite opposish; $20,500 in 
| first week and will hold third week. 
| Last week’s figure was around $5,000 
| under capacity. ‘Little Foxes’ comes 
in March 31. 


“DUBARRY” $24,000, 





Detroit, March 18. 

Moving along briskly, ‘DuBarry 
Was a Lady’ heads into its second 
week at the Cass with approximately 
$24,000 tucked in for the first week. 
It’s scaled at $3.35 top. Advance on 
second week indicates that it will 
finish its second stanja at close to 
the same figure hung up in the first 
week. 


Theatre, which has 


‘Boys and Girls Together’ following 
‘DuBarry’ on March 24, and ‘Cabin 
in the Sky’ coming March 31. 


Foxes’ Good $7,100 
In Baltimore Repeat 


Baltimore, March 18. 

Last week ‘The Little Foxes’ came 
| back to Ford’s, scene of its original 
| debut, for a three-day stand of four 
| performances and garnered a pleas- 
ing gross estimated at $7,100 for the 
1,900 seats available at $2.76 top. 

In as fourth of six plays promised 
under ATS subscription, ‘Twelfth 
| Night’ is the current attraction at 
Ford’s. Next week will find both 
local legit spots occupied, Ford's 
| listing the pre-Broadway trial of 
Lillian Hellman’s ‘Watch On the 
Rhine,’ presented by Herman Shum- 
i lin, with Paul Lukas, Lucile Watson 
|'and Mady Christians heading the 
cast. while the indie-booked Mary- 
lJand will offer the second company 
debut of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace.’ 
Original the Crouse- 
Lindsay hit also preemed in this 
house. New company lists Erich von 
Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews 
Shannon. Helen Twelvetrees and 


company of 




















Herbert Corthell in cast. 


NIFTY IN DETROIT 


‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton), on | 


| times at Salt Lake City the count was 
| $6,700, and the gross for three per- 





returns for its | 


|possible to extend Chatterton en- 
| gagement to 17 days. 


| Bill Saroyan is a home towner and 
| interest in the Pulitzer prize winner 


| 


been alter- | 


| 


| 


Effie | 


‘Animal’s’ St. L. Return 
Minus Nugent N.C. $7,500, 


St. Louis, March 18. 

Denied legit for fivé weeks because 
of the inability of Paul Beisman, 
manager of the American, to obtain 
bookings, natives failed to respond to 
return engagement of ‘The Male 
Animal’ which closed one-week 
stand Saturday (15). Play grossed | 
estimated $7,500 for eight perform- | 
ances at $2.75 top. It was the second | 
time for ‘Animal’ here this season, 
date in mid-November copping ap- 
proximately $15.000, but at that time 
Elliott Ungerer was starred. 

‘There Shall Be No Night.’ starring 
the Lunts, opens tonight (Tuesday), 
with three matinees sandwiched in 
with five p.m. performances. 


LUNTS GROSS DANDY 
$27,900 IN 4 STANDS 


The Lunts in ‘There Shall Be No 
Night’ grossed $27,500 in seven per- 
formances played in four stands last 
week. Top takings were in Des 
Moines, where estimated gross was 
$8,960 in one performance given at 
the 9,400-seat auditorium. In two 














formances in Denver Was $7,400. 





$4,500 in Omaha 
Omaha, March 18. 


Lunt and Fontanne, in ‘There Shall 
Be No Night,’ cracked records at the 
2,300-seat Technical highschool audi- 
torium Friday night (14), when, de- 
spite snow storms, show drew ap- 
proximately $4,500. Short time be- 
fore the Clifton Webb company in 
‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ did $2,800 
in the same house. 


‘Pyg’ Poor $4,000 In« 
3 Extra Frisco Days 


San Francisco, March 18. 

Last three days of ‘Pygmalion’ 
with Ruth Chatterton at the Curran 
theatre slowed to a walk, with take 
hitting approximately $4,000. Re- 
vival of Shaw play was originally 
scheduled for two weeks. However, 
delayed opening of ‘Time Of Your 
Life’ until Thursday (13) made it 





‘Life’ looks 


good for two hefty weeks. Author 


is keen. 

Revival of an oldie at the Alcazar, 
‘Apron Strings,’ under a new mon- 
iker, ‘Wedding Night,’ was poorly re- 
ceived. so plav was yanked after 


Cornell, $20,500, B'way's Newest 
Click; ‘Hattie, $31,000, Slightly 
Off, ‘Arsenic, ‘Father’ Both $17,000 


Webb’s ‘Dinner,’ $17,000, | 





Estimates for Last Week 
Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), R 





? ba (Revue), M (Musical), F (Farce) 

Is Cleve. Hanna’s Finale o‘(orerecit). ' 
- pe ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 

(10th week) (CD-938; $3.30). Down- 


Cleveland, March 18. | ward trend continued along Broad- 
Clifton Webb company of ‘Man’ Way last week, but there was excel- 
Who Came to Dinner’ rolled down | Jent patronage all around Saturday, 


: : ,also Sunday for those shows playing 
the curtain on the Hanna's winter | then; no change for this sock suc- 


legit season last week, far in ad-| cess; all it can get; close to $17,000. 

vance of the usual date. Kaufman-| ‘Claudia,’ Booth (5th week) (CD- 
Hart comedy did far better than any | 712; $3.30). Holding up to substan- 
of this semester’s comedies here, | tial grosses and likely to be favored 





less than week's run. 


batting out estimated $17,000 in seven 
performances at $2.50 top. 

Due to current booking of Walt 
Disney’s ‘Fantasia’ opening Tuesday 
(18), the Hanna had to cancel several 
shows that were to be sponsored by 
local Playgoers, Inc. To fulfill obli- 
gations, ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ and 
mebbe two others are being routed 
into Music Hall of civic auditorium 
next month. 


‘CABIN’ GREAT 
$19,000 IN HUB 


Boston, March 18. 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ mopped up last 
week, and ‘Sender Blank,’ the Mau- 
rice Schwartz production, did all 
right. Show biz picks up this week 
with two entries: tryout of ‘Your 
Loving Son,’ by Abby Merchant, and 
revival of ‘Blossom Time,’ with 
Everett Marshall. 

In the offing are signs of late sea- 
son activity. ‘Night Before Christ- 
mas,’ produced by Courtney Burr, 
comes in March 31, and ‘Hope for a 
Harvest,’ with Fredric March and 
Florence Eldridge, is slated for a 
preem April 7, under Theatre Guild 
auspices. “Tobacco Road’ plays a re- 
turn engagement, starting April 14. 

Estimates for Last Week 








by visitors when vacation time ar- 
rives; claimed over $13,000. 

‘Crazy With the Heat,” 44th St. (7th 
week) (R-1,325; $3.30). Eased off 
slightly, but operating at even break 
or bit more, and is slated to stay into 
May; $11,500. 

‘Flight to the West,’ Royale (ilth 
week) (D-1,047; $1.10). Pop-priced 
scale keeps down gross; somewhat 
better in eight times last week, when 
takings were $5,500; needs more to 
break even. 

‘Five Alarm Waltz,’ Playhouse. 
Yanked Saturday (15) after playing 
four performances; management de- 
cided not to buck adverse notices. 

‘Hellzapoppin,’ Winter Garden 
(130th week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Slated 
to play out season and maybe stay 
|another summer; somewhat off re- 
cently, but earning substantial week- 
ly profit; rated around $21,500. 

‘Johnny Belinda,’ Longacre (26th 
week) (R-1,016; $3.30). Chalked up 
best gross since opening, with takings 
quoted around = $11,000; Sunday 
strength factor in drama’s improve- 
ment, 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (8th 
week) (M-1,357; $4.40). Out in front, 
topping ‘Panama Hattie’ slightly; 
standees right along, with gross bet- 
tering $32,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (70th 
week) (C-1,450; $4.40). Compares 
with straight play leaders, though off 
from standee proportions up to re- 
cent. weeks; couple of hundred dol- 
lars under $17,000 level. 

‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Imperial (42d 
week) (C-i,450; $4.40), Another mu- 
sical likely to be on the summer list, 
although considerably less than au- 
tumn levels; estimated at $21,500. 








‘Cabin in the Sky’ Colonial, lst wk 
(1,643; $3.30)—Started off at smash | 
pace and continued to draw near- | 
capacity all week, tallying terrific | 
$19,000. One more week. | 

‘Sender Blank,’ Plymouth (1,480: | 
$2.75)—Drew better than usual for | 
Yiddish legit, around $7,500. | 


‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Music 
Box (74th week) (C-1,013; $3.30). 
Was off most of last week, but came 
back strong and was not far from 
$9,500, which betters even break. 

‘Meet the People,’ Mansfield (12th 
week) (R-1,000; $3.30). May take to 

(Continued on page 52) 
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New York City 


Dear Muggs: 
If 


each and everyone 
for the past yeal'y 


a booke 


So to the "trade" = the 
all the guys and 
THANKS 


me say " 


ed to thank personally 
a ano has been 60 kind to me 
believe me, I could write 


public - and 
of the Fourth Estate - let 
tebut from the bottom of my heart= 


fer everything you have done’. 
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road soon; has not drawn up to ex-| 
pectations; Coast revue got pienty ol 
word-of-mouth plugging; slightly 
over $8,000 estimated. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (12th 
week » (CD-991; $3.30), Affected some | 
evenings, but getting substantial 
patronage and looks set into summer 
yeriod; quoted at $15,000 again. 
wae, ona Mrs. North,’ Belasco (9th 
week) (C-1,000; $3.30). Figured to 
play well into spring period and 
maybe longer; earning an operating | 
profit with moderate grosses; $8,509. 

‘My Fair Ladies,’ Hudson (C-1,094; 
$3.30). Presented by Al Lewis and 
Max Siegel; written by Arthur L. 
Jarrett and Marcel Klauber; opens 
Thursday (20). 

‘Native Son,’ St. James (D-1,520; | 
$3.30). Postponed until next week. | 

‘Old Acquaintance,’ Morosco (11th | 
week) (C-939; $3.30). Expected to} 
move to another house soon; has | 
been off recently, with last week | 
around $6,500; ‘The Night Before | 
Christmas’ next entrant here. 

‘Out of the Frying Pan,’ Windsor | 
(5th week) (C-893; $3.30). May be | 
breaking even, but has not improved | 
as expected; laugh show rated 
only around $4,000. 

‘Pal Joey,’ Barrymore (12th week) 
(M-1,104; $4.40). Some variance here, 
but is a popular musical and looks 
set for extended stay; oe ween 

sings roximately $20,000, 
go ay Hattie,’ 46th St. (20th | 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Few hundred 
off for first time last week, but still 
great money getter and the gross | 
topped $31,000. 








_ B'way’s New Leader 





‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (51st | 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). At the year | 


mark and still making money, man- } 


agement expecting continuance into 
warm weather; around $7,000. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National (16th 
week) (D-1,162; $3.30). One of the 
best draws among straight plays and 


| regarded a fixture on list, with man- 


agement counting on stay into next 
season: around $18,000, which is 
under earlier pace. 

‘The Talley Method,’ Miller (3d 


' week) (CD-940; $3.30). Slipped again 


with gross under the $7,000 level; 
understood more is needed to better 
even break: may improve, with 
favorable follow-up press. 

‘They Walk Alone,’ Golden (ist 
week) (D-789; $3.30). Opened last 
mid-week: drew mixed notices and 
staving chances are questionable. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Forrest (378th 
week) (C-1,107; $1.10). Picture ver- 
sion has come and gone while stage 
show continues to reap profit weekly, 
especially through touring company; 
around $6,000. 

REVIVALS 

‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Shubert 
(1st week) (C-1,405; $3.30). Newest 
money show in town and best coin 
among straight plays; Shavian com- 


edy with Katharine Cornell got $20,- | opera is—grand opera. 


500 in first seven times; penton in 
both performances Saturday. 
‘Charley’s Aunt,’ Cort (22d week ) 
(C-1.064: $3.30). Management changed 
mind about touring and plan now 1s 
to stay through season, affected 


lately, but rated over $7,500; even | 257 
| break or better. 





Current Road Shows 


(March 19-30) 

‘Abie’s Irish Rose’—Beaux Arts, | 
Los Angeles (19-29). 
Ballet Russe de Monte wacion das | 
sonic temple, Scranton, Pa. (19); | 
War memorial, Trenton, N. J. (20); 
Acad. Arts and Sciences, Brooklyn | 
(21); Mosque, Newark, N. J. (22); | 
Mosque, Richmond, Va. 








Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—American, 
St. L. (19-22); Univ. Aud., Blooming- 
ton, Ill. (24); College Aud., Lansing, 
Mich. (25); Palace, Canton, O. (27); 
Proctor H. S., Utica, N. Y. (28); Aud., 
Rochester, N. Y. (29). 

‘Time of Your Life’ (Eddie Dowl- 
ing)—Curran, S. F. (19-29). 


‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Capitol, New Britain, Conn. (19); 


Playhouse, Wilmington, Del. (20-22); 


(27): Ar- | Locust, Phila. (24-29). 


mory, Charlotte, N. C. (28); Erlanger,| ‘Treat Her Gently’ (Ruth Chatter- 


Atlanta (29). 

‘Blossom Time’ (Everett Marshall) 
—Shubert, Boston (19-29). 

‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 


|ton)—Paramount, Amarillo, Texas 
| (29). 
‘Twelfth Night’ (Helen Hayes, 


Maurice Evans)—Ford’s, Baltimore 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Theatre’—John Golden. 


‘The Trojan Women’—Exper!l- 
mental Theatre. 


‘Hope for a Harvest’—Theatre 





Guild. 

‘Watch on the Rhine’—Herman 
Shumilin. 

‘Night Before Christmas’— 


Courtney Burr. 
‘Native Son’— Orson Welles, 
John Houseman. 
‘Gabrielle’-—Rowland Leigh. 


‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (road) 
-—-Lindsay, Crouse. 


‘ADD: WHAT’S WRONG 
WITH OPERA IN U. S. 


Birmingham, March 5. 
Editor, VARIETY: 














In re your story anent the future 
of opera in this country subsidized 
‘by the State, etc. may one who 
| stands outside make a comment? 

The trouble with grand 
There are at 
best a handful of operas and once 
\these have been done a few times 
'nothing remains. Aside from a few 
| fanatics such as the lady I once knew 
|who bragged of having seen ‘Aida’ 

times, the support for opera 
|comes from the wealthy or such as 
lean be induced by radio to make 
contributions. 


The public at large doesn’t care a 
|continental about grand opera be- 
| cause it is dead; it is lifeless, a car- 
| cass smelling of musty tradition, con- 
sisting of music which has been gone 

ver so often the notes are shiny 
Om wear. There is also the barrier 
of language which, contrary to Mr. 
| Pinza is an insuperable 
| There is also the matter of plots: if 
|Hollywood turned out films with 
|some of the silly plots of our best 
{operas our theatres would close 
| down. 
|} Deems Taylor has said all this and 
| said it better. 
write American opera? 
| does, who will pay him? 





main 


Who will 


Wynn)—Shubert, New Haven (20-| (19-22); Erlanger, Buffalo, N. ¥. | pay the composer of any serious 


22); Case, Detroit (24-29). 

‘Cabin in the Sky’ (Ethel Waters) 
—Colonial, Boston (19-22); Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (24-29). 

‘DuBarry Was a Lady’ (Bert Lahr) 
—Cass, Detroit (19-22); American, St. 
Louis (24-30). 

‘Gas Light’—Playhouse, Hollywood 
(19-29). 

‘Hellzapoppin’— Worth, Ft. Worth, 
Tex. (19); Melba, Dallas (20-23); 
Paramount, Austin, Texas (24); 


Texas, San Antonio (25-26); Music | 


Hall, Houston (27-28); City 
Beaumont, Texas (29). 

‘’d Rather Sing’—Assistance 
League Playhouse, Hollywood (W- 
29). 

‘It Happens On_ Ice’—Stadium, 
Chi, (19-23); Coliseum, Indianapolis 
(25-30). 

‘Life With Father’ (Lillian Gish) 
—Blackstone, Chi. (19-29). 

‘Life With Father’ (Dorothy Gish) 
—Walnut, Phila. (19-29). 

‘Little Foxes’ (Tallulah Bankhead) 


Aud., 


—National, Washington (19-22); Nix- | 


on, Pittsburgh (24-29). 
‘Male Animal’—Davidson, Milwau- 
kee (19); Parkway, Madison, 


Aud., St. Paul (22); Lyceum, Min- 


neapolis, Minn. (24-27); Shrine Aud., | 


Des Moines, Ia. (28); 
Kansas City, Mo. (29). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Clif- 
ton Webb)—Nixon, Pittsburgh (19- 


Mun, Aud., 


22). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Alex- 
ander Woolleott) — Forrest, Phila. 
(19-29). 

‘My Sister Eileen’—Harris, Chi- 
cago (19-29). 


‘Night Before Christmas’—-McCar- 
ter, Princeton (29). 

Original Ballet Russe—-Aud., Ha- 
vana (20-25). 

‘Pins and Needles’ — Studebaker, 
Chi. (19-29). 

‘Pygmalion’ 
Metropolitan, Seattle (19-20); Capi- 
tol, Yakima, Wash. (21); Capitol, 
Walla Walla, Wash. (22). 

Ruth and Paul Draper—Erlanger, 
Buffalo (19); Erie, Schenectady, N. 


Y. (20); Aud., Springfield, Mass. 
(21); National, Washington (24-29). 


San Carlo Opera—War memorial, | 
8. F. (19-23); Metropolitan, Seattle | 
(25-30). | 

‘See My Lawyer’—Selwyn, Chi. | 


Wis. | 
(20); Chateau, Rochester, Minn. (21); 


(Rut hatterton)— | : : 
a eee | Rose claimed he wrote his play in | 


(24-26); Taft, Cincinnati (27-29). 
| ‘Watch on the Rhine’—Ford’s, Bal- 
| timore (24-29). 

| ‘Your Loving Son’ — Plymouth, 
Boston (19-22). 





Name Concert Dates 


(March 19-26) 








Josef Hofmann—with Duluth 
symph, Armory, Duluth, Minn. (21). 

Jose Iturbi—with Philharmonic 
symph, Carnegie hall, N. Y. (20, 21, 
ao). 

Lotte Lehmann—Eastman, Roch- 
ester, N. Y. (21); Indiana U. aud., 
Bloomington, Ind. (25). 

Grace Moore—with San 
symph, San Antonio, Tex. (22). 

Lily Pons—Keeney, Elmira, N. Y. 
(20): Bushnell aud., Hartford, Conn, 
(23); Wellesley college, 
| Mass. (26). 
| Albert Spalding—-Brigham Young 


U., Provo, Utah (26). 

Lawrence Tibbett—Eaton aud., To- 
ronto (20, 22); Lincoln aud., Syra- 
cuse, N. Y. (24); Forum, Harrisburg, 
Pa. (26). 





‘Having Wonderful Time’ 
| Theft Suit Thrown Out 


Henry Rose’s 
unpublished play, was not infringed 
upon or plagiarized by ‘Having 
| Wonderful Time,’ Judge Charles E. 
| Clark in N. Y. federal court decided 
| Thursday (13) after trial. The court 
| tossed out an action by Rose against 
Mare Connelly, Arthur Kober and 
Mitchell Grayson, in which an ac- 
counting of profits, an injunction 
and damages against ‘Wonderful 
| Time’ had been sought. 


| 1933 and gave it to Grayson, an ac- 
| tor (who later appeared in ‘Time’), 
to submit to Connelly. The latter 
rejected the play, and it is claimed 
employed Kober, in 1935, to write a 
play based on ‘Silent Shears.’ Re- 
sult, plaintiff alleged, was ‘Having 
Wonderful Time.’ 

Defense said plaintiff's play was 
not original, that there was no 


plagiarism, that plaintiff is guilty of | Ding. 


Antonio | 


Wellesley, | 


‘Silent Shears,’ an | 


|music, unless he be personally sub- 
|sidized? And is not personal subsidy 
| rather un-democratic. 


I might add that the operatic tech- | 
| nique of singing which is part of the | 
doesn’t gee with | 


operatic tradition 
the American idea of singing. A 
public educated in the smooth rip- 
pling radio voices of the day will not 
take to bovine heavings in a strange 





' ter at the obvious artificialties of the 
|; action which frequently accompanies 
| said heavings. If left to his own de- 

vices many a man who attends opera 
|under the guidance of the culture- 

loving spouses would laugh like the 
| devil at what goes on in some operas 
I eould name. 

After all, why expect the impos- 
sible? Opera as we know it, is of 
another time and place. To expect 
the American people to support this 
alien art-form even by attending, 
over a long period of time, its subsi- 
dized performances, is to expect a 
miracle, 


The author of this brief treatise 
expects complacently to be damned 
as a Philistine. Can I say more than 
|that. I would walk miles to hear 
the Franck Symphony, but wouldn’t 
cross the street to hear a moth-eaten 
; tenor belch forth the buropsities of 
Wagner or the singinanities of Doni- 
zetti? 





Stanleigh Malotte. 


(Alabama Theatre) 
| 





| 
| 


Engagements 


Rose Quong, ‘The Circle of Chalk.’ 

Raymond Greenleaf, ‘Your Loving 
Son.’ 

Ruth Weston, 


Harry Bratsburg, 
William David, 


Herbert Nelson, 





| George Petrie, ‘The Night Before | 


Christmas.’ 

Edith King, Doro Merande, Arthur 
Franz, Alan Reed, Shelley 
| Helen Carewe and Judy Parrish, 

‘Hope for a Harvest.’ 





Wilma Horner Il 
Wilma Horner, who has been ap- 
pearing in sketches in ‘Crazy With 


| the Heat,’ 44th Street, N. Y., fainted | 


| twice backstage Sunday (16) eve- 


Actress was taken to Poly- 


obstacle. | 


Who, however, shall | 
And if he} 


tongue, nor will it strangle its laugh- | 


Hull, | 


(19-29). ‘laches, and that in waiting until | Clinic hospital, where her condition 
‘Sim Sala Bim’ (Dante)—-Erlanger, | ‘Time’ had played out its run and | Ws diagnosed as grippe. 

Chi. (19-29). | collected its profits, plaintiff is guilty Stated there she would be able to 
‘Student Prince’—Grand, Chi. (19-| of coming into court with ‘unclean | go home shortly. She is the wife of | 

22); Davidson, Milwaukee (24-29). | hands.’ A dismissal was sought and | Mack Davis, one of the authors of 
‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Alfred | received : the revue, 














Continued 


and widely diversified trivia, in- 
volving theatre, screen, radio, Broad- 
way and nitery personalities, has a 
far larger following than any similar 
features about Hollywood, plus a fol- 
lowing in every corner of the na- 
tion. 

Analyses of public reading pref- 
erences, called Continuing Study 
of Newspaper Reading, are now be- 
ing closely examined by exploita- 
tion heads of major film companies 
with object of determining most ef- 
fective means of scoring maximum 
attention from advertising and pub- 
licity material. 

ARF, sponsored by the American 
Association of National Advertising 
Agencies, and the Association of 
National Advertisers, aims to con- 
tinue systematic and authoritative 
surveys on the relative reader 
interest focused on editorial, news 
and advertising matter in news- 
papers in all parts of the United 
States and Canada. 


Although the study is still young, 


currently based on 15 afternoon and 
nine morning dailies, certain normal 
levels of reader interest are already 
beginning to emerge. The first 24 
studies, based on a similar number 
of newspapers in widely separated 
parts of the country, indicate that 
New York columnists not only lead 
local columnists in the ratio of 26 to 
22 for men and 34 to 21 for women 
readers, but get more attention than 
either the best read or the leading 
editorials, 


Femmes Like H’wood Chatter 


Hollywood columns, though rela- 
tively far down on the list, insofar 
as male readers are concerned, show 
up comparatively well in number of 
femme followers, but even in this 
latter classification they have far less 
readers than the Manhattan columns. 
| Figurés on Hollywood columns are 
| based on a very limited number of 
| newspapers since it was found that 
almost 50% of the dailies involved 
carried no Coast chatter. This indi- 
cates that comparatively low reader 
interest in Hollywood material was 
sensed by newspapermen long be- 
| fore any scientific attempt to gauge 
the public pulse was made. Politi- 
|cal, food, health and even local 
| sports columns also lag behind the 
New York columns when media for 
both men and women readership is 
taken into account. 

In addition to the 24 studies al- 
|ready completed, another 12 will 
| shortly be ready, and 20 more 
| studies are scheduled in the near 
ifuture. To date polls have been lim’ 
| ited to the smaller newspapers, with 
maximum circulation of 155,000 for 
| any daily so far examined, Largest 
| cities included in the survey are 
| places like Memphis, Oklahoma City, 
Louisville, Toledo and Cincinnati. 
Investigations will before long be 
| extended to embrace from largest to 
i newspapers in every part 
of the country. 

Continuing Study not only shows 
| readership of various types of news- 
| paper contents but 
| reader interest attracted by position 
| Of material in the newspaper. 
Reader interest is not measured on 
|a@ percentage basis. The median, or 
common denominators is arrived at 
following examination of figures that 
range from varying high to low 
points. 

National advertising, local adver- 
tising, news and continuing features 
are included in the study. Amuse- 
|ment advertising, according to the 
survey, holds at high level of reader 
interest, almost equal to that of na- 
tional advertising among men and 
fully equal to it among femme read- 
ers. Study shows that amusement 
advertising draws about one-third 








reader attention on any paper {s held 
by the picture pages—91 for men 
and 92 for women. 


Picture Exploitation 


Chief value in the Continuing 
Study for picture exploitation men, 
as well as industrial organizations, 
is in the graphic exposition of basic 
facts concerning reader interest in 
every section of every newspaper 
|examined. The reader traffic is all 
there and the Study shows how it 
may best be utilized. 

It shows, for instance, that a news- 
paper page with 91 median of reader 
interest among men and women may 
carry an ad with only 1-5 reader 
interest. Another page with only 40 
median of interest may hold an ad- 
vertisement reaching 49% of read- 
ers: A great deal may depend on 
the size of the ad, layout, and its 
potential readership. In film adver- 
tising it might be the title of a pic- 
ture, 

Department store heads are al- 
ready giving the Study constant at- 





N. Y. Gossip Sells the Best 


comparative | 


more women readers than men. Top | 





from page 1 


i 





tention. Daily conferences among 
merchandising deoartment heads are 
held to determine pulling power of 
each piece of copy as evaluated by 
the Continuing Study. 

Continuing Study presents an ex- 
act reproduction of every page of 
the newspapers examined. On Board 
of Directors of the Advertising Re- 
|}search Foundation are _ included 
Richard Compton, John Benson, of 
the Four A’s; Lee H. Bristol, Bristol- 
Myers; Allan Brown, advertising 
manager for Bakelite; Henry Eck- 
hardt, of Kenyon & Eckhardt; H. K, 
McCann, McCann-Erickson; William 
|G, Palmer, Harold B. Thomas, Paul 
| B. West, pres. A.N.A., and others. 

Active head of Advertising Re- 

| search Foundation is Al Lehman, 
who is also manager of the Coopera- 

| tive Analysis of Broadcasting (Cros- 


| 


| ley). 

















Army Morale 


Continued from page 1 











|to date has been on a benefit basis, 
except for some commercially-spon- 
sored shows like those put on by 


| Lucky Strike. Unions’ beef was that 
they saw no reason why their mem- 
bers should work for free when the 
Government was appropriating bil- 
lions for war purposes and other in- 
dustry was making a more than ade- 
quate profit on its Work. 

Morale activities of the Army 
heretofore have been handled by a 
division in the office of the adjutant 
general, Secretary Stimson ex- 
plained. Under the new arrange- 
ment, however, he said, the morale 
branch will operate directly under 
the Chief of Staff on a plane of 
equality with the arms and other 
services, 

Brig. General James A. Ulio was 
named by Stimson to head the mor- 
ale unit. He will have subordinates 
in each Army camp, the War secre- 
tary declared, whose duties will in- 
clude advising the Chief of Staff on 
morale matters, welfare and recrea- 
| tion of enlisted men and relation- 
|ship of civilian organizations to 
| recreational shows in Army camps. 


|Equity Campaigns For 
Well Equipped Houses 


Properly equipped theatres for the 
| U. S. army camps has become a 
|major matter in Equity circles. 
So-called theatres now in camps were 
evidently designed for pictures, but 
| show people contend that men in 
| training will want stage perform- 
| arrces in preference to other enter- 
| tainment, as they did during World 
War I. 

Theatres ‘Adequate’ 
Secretary Stimson, in replying to 

Equity’s head, Bert Lytell, said that 

some camp theatres are reasonably 
| adequate for shows, but just where 
they are located isn’t clear. The 
costly flop theatre at Camp Dix, New 
Jersey, is pointed out as a mistake 
which might have been corrected 
had the plans been submitted to 
people in show business before it 
was built. 

General idea seems to be that more 
professionals should be on the board 
set-up for camp entertainment. Their 
presence would prevent errors both 
in construction and type of shows 
expected to be given eventually. 
Qaly showman on the board now is 
Robert E. Sherwood, who visited the 
capital last week on the matter of 
camp shows. His alternate is George 
S. Kaufman, also an author-manager. 
| Representative producers and direc- 
|tors are expected to serve, if re- 
quested, and without remuneration 
| Any efforts to present stage shows 
gratis will be frowned on, however. 

Idea of sending shows to towns 
| nearest the camps has been virtually 
discarded. Some such spots may 
,have equipped theatres, but the 
| communities are eight or more miles 
| distant and the plan is not regarded 
| as feasible. 
| There appears to be considerable 
variance in the estimated cost of 
putting up practical theatres in 
| camps, most of the figures being ap- 
| parently excessive. Latest plans in- 
| dicate that theatres could be built 
{for around $40,000, with capacities 
| approximating 1,500. Previous esti- 
mates ranged up to $100,000 and one 
| Camp Dix house is said to have cost 
$110,000. Understood that plans for 
the more costly theatres provide 
|mostly for concrete construction, but 
it is believed that wooden structures 
| Similar to barracks would be satis 
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Broadway 





Hays office, appointed a captain in | 
Adjutant General’s office of N. Y. | 
National Guard. He is a past post | 
and county commander of the 


Earl Wingart down with a case of| American Legion. 


hives. 
Charles Coburn in town for a va- 
cation. 


Dora Maugham to the Tic Toe, | nual tour of the company’s Latin- 


Montreal. 


' 


} 


Morris Goodman, Republic's for- 
eign chief who left last week by 
plane for Mexico on first leg of an- 


American exchanges, plans to be 


Bill (Hopy) Boyd left Friday (14), @wWay nearly four months. 


for the Coast. 

Ned Depinet back after 
weeks on the Coast. 

Sam Zimbalist, Metro associate 
producer, in town for vacation, 

Al Friend’s son (Friend and Down- 
ing) became a father last week. 

AMPA tossing a Silver Jubiliee 
party April 4 at the Edison hotel. 

Margo Johnson, v.p. of Ann Wat- 
kins agency, to the Coast this week. 

Professionals featured St. Patrick’s 
Day party at Dinty Moore’s cafe 
Monday (17) night. 

Abe Lastfogel deferred his return 
to the Coast until Menday, awaiting 
Eddie Cantor's arrival. 

Screen Publicists Guild tossed a 
cocktail party for the press at the 
Astor last Friday (14). 


Pat Dolan, advertising exec of Co- 
lumbia Recording Corp., Bridgeport, 
off for three-week vacash. 

George Smith, new western sales 
manager at the Paramount home of- 
fice. was once a reporter. 

Frieda Kaplan, of Paramount's 
legal department in New York, 
switched to the Coast studio. 

Frank Donovan, producer for 
Pathe News shorts division, shaved 
off whiskers while on Coast. 

Dave Elman had his tonsils bobbed 
on Monday (17) but will be back on 
his ‘Contact’ air show Saturday. 


Janet (Martine) of France, ex- 
vauder, celebrating the 8th anniver- 
sary of her 52d street bistro this 
week. 

Leo Kieran, for years on the 
Times, now selling advertising for 
Flying and Popular Aviation, month- 
ly mag. 

Bill Stein, MCA v.p., convalescing 
nicely at his brother-in-law Charlie 
Miller’s Tarrytown estate since his 
leg amputation. 

Beatrice (Mrs. George S.) Kauf- 
man new assistant to Ralph Inger- 


soll. PM publisher, in charge of 
special features. 
Jack Robbins arrived yesterday 


(Tues.) from a month in Cuba which 
was preceded by a month’s sojourn 
in Miami Beach. 


Ben Bernie’s boy, Jason, enlisted 
in U. S. Army Signal Corps. He’s a 
cutter at Universal and prepped at 
Culver Military Academy. 

F. L. Harley, 20th-Fox managing 
director in Great Britain, has arrived 
safely back in London after a much 
longer trip than usual from N. Y. 


Louis Hayward, sick most of the 
10 days he was in New York, re- 
turned to the Coast over the week- 
end. Next assignment is at Colum- 
bia. 

With windup of long negotiations 
on Sam Goldwyn’s breakaway from 
United Artists, Jim Mulvey, Gold- 
wyn’'s eastern rep, left on a vacation 
last week. 


Lou Weiss, a nephew of George 


Burns (and Allen), became the Wil- 'at Club Continental, Hotel Jefferson, 


first draftee 
into service 


liam Morris 
when he was 
Friday (14). 

Hilda Cole. having retired to have 
a baby, Pat Ballard is now publiciz- 
ing Fred Waring’s Pennsylvanians in 
between writing special song mater- 
ial for the band. 

Charles L. O'Reilly, formerly 
Theatre Owners Chamber of Com- 
merce head, in from Florida to at- 
tend a session of Loft Candy Co., of 
which he is a v.p. 

Wendy Barrie, east for two weeks 
of personals, returns to the Coast 
Saturday (22) 


agency's 
inducted 


on the Campbell Playhouse radio 
show Friday (21). 
Alexander Korda expected East, 


unless delayed by production confabs 
on other pictures, for preem of ‘That 
Hamilton Woman,’ at Radio City 
Music Hall April 3. 


several | JOe Moss, nitery operator 


| 


| 
| 


: 





| 





| ettes and is back with parents. 


Nat Moss (Moskowitz), brother of 
(Holly- 
wood, International Casino, etc.), 111 
W. 46th street: and Sydney Leipzig, 
444 Central Park West, booking 
agent, both discharged from bank- 
ruptcy. 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


The Harry Kalmines shoved off 
for Florida over weekend. 

Kennywood Park will open its 43d 
annualeseason on April 13. 

Andy Taylor, Joe Villeila’s trom- 
bone player, will be a pappy soon. 

Donald Novis, booked into Villa 
Madrid for one week, holding over 
a second. 

Gabe Rubin. Art Cinema impres- 
ario, to New York on a quick book- 
ing expedition. 

Forrest Crosman, 
p.a. for years, 
‘Blossom Time.’ 


Walter Worthington poe for 
role of ‘De Lawd’ in Playhouse’s 
‘Green Pastures.’ 


Bill Blowitz’ mother to Hollywood 
for marriage of her son, WB's chief 
planter, to Nina Stihi. 

Bob Brown, manager of State 
theatre, submitted to blood transfus- 
ion for sister Gretchen. 

Sally Spratt on from New York to 
make the newspaper rounds in the 
interests of Raymond Scott. 

Geneva Harris, sister of Jimmy 


Earl Carroll's 
company-managing 


Harris, has just announced her en-| WOTk. Lord Vivian was 


gagement to Kenneth Hahn. 


Dorothy Wenzel, local dancer and | 
photographic model; now appearing | 


at Dunes Club, Pinehurst, N. C. 


Elmer Kenyon in town beating} 
drums for Hayes-Evans “Twelfth! 
Night,’ which Nixon gets March 31. 

Evelyn Pearson, with Pittsburgh 
Children’s Theatre for three years, 
leaving to make her home in Man- 
hattan. 

Beverly Robin has resigned her 
M-G post to join her husband, Lieut. | 
Gilbert Robin, of Medical Corps, at 
Petersburg, Va. 

‘Beggar’s Opera’ at Tech missed | 
One performance when Carl Betz, | 
lead, was rushed to hosp. Bill Eythe | 
learned part in 24 hours, 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 








Jules and Jake Leventhal, owners 
of the Rivoli, downtown, vacationing 
in Florida. 

Blue Barron orch moved into the 
Chase Club, Hotel Chase, for a two- 
week stand Friday (14). 

Val Setz, juggler, being headlined 


with Tony Di Pardo’s orch. 


Mrs. William Simpson, Chicago, 
sister of Barney Rosenthal, vet film 
salesman and exchange manager | 


here, died at her home. Within two 
years Rosenthal’s wife, two brothers 
and a sister have died. 

Jane Stribling, localite, chucked 
job with N. Y.’s Music Hall Rock- | 
Will | 


;}open dancing school and rejoin cho- | 


| 


following appearance | 


Gale Page, who left Saturday (15) | 


by train for the Coast, will do sev- 
eral one-shot radio dates and then 
g0 away for a vacation. She has no 
picture commitments. 

Dave Apollon celebrated his birth- 
day and ‘Boys and Girls Together’ 
(Ed Wynn) show’s departure from 
Broadway with a  double-feature 
party over the weekend. 

Boris Morros arrived yesterday 
(Tues.) to discuss with Paramount 
producing plans on ‘American Vaga- 
bond,’ second he has contracted to 
deliver for Par release this season. 

Mort Freedgood, feature writer on 
UA N. Y. publicity staff, authored 
historical novel, tentatively titled 
‘The Company,’ 
Hitchcock will publish this spring. 

Fred DeBondy, oldtime Keith agent 
who spent two years on the Coast 
and suffered from a long illness, is 
getting back on his feet again, re- 
gaining some of the weight he lost. 

Algonquin hotel’s Supper Club is 
no more, so far as talent 
cerned. Business eased off sharply 
in its second season with departure 
of Greta Keller, who inducted the 
policy, for South America engage- 
nents. 


Vincent G. Hart, formerly of the} at Lau Yee Chai’s for six months. 


which Reynal & | 


is con- | 


|ton, Edwardsville and 


rus of Municipal Theatre Assn. in al | 
fresco season in Forest Park play- 
house. 

Gordon Carter will produce ‘Mar- 
gin for Error,’ first local showing, at 
the St. Louis Little Theatre, starting 
Monday (24). Cast includes Julian 
Luckett, J. Scott Robertson, George 
Abel, Jackman Bieger, Max Dole, 
Doris Disbrow, Charles Ritson and 
Mildred Sorin. 

Film row shoppers last week in- 
cluded Russell Armentrout, operator 
of houses in Pittsfield and Barry, I11., 
and Louisiana and Shelbina, Mo.: 
Tom Ronan, Danville, Ill., division 
manager for Public-Great States Cir- 
cuit; Percy Heeffler, Quincy, Ill., and 
I, Weinsheink, supervisor of houses 
for Publix-Great States in East Al- 
Wood River, 
Il, 





Honolulu 


By Mabel Thomas 





| will handle a new 
| ‘WPEN Nite Club.’ 


; Owl,’ 


London 


Lou Jackson finally set for Amer- 
ica end of April. 

‘Ladies in Retirement’ 
provisional tour for 
weeks. 

Theatre Royal, Brighton, is 
house in England which runs 
Monday shows. 

Sir Granville 
made a 


resuming 
another 12 


only 
no 


Bantock has 
composer-director of 


been 
the 


| Performing Rights Society. 


Everybody seemingly wants Grif- 
fiths Jones, but he has been signa- 
| tured by Warner Bros. for two more 


| pictures. 
| John Clements is producing new 


| play written by Kenneth Horne in 
j the sticks. Stars Eva Moore and 
; Rene Ray, and title is ‘Isn’t It Odd.’ 
Irene Howard, sister of Leslie 
| Howard, is doing the casting for pic- 
ture which Howard is doing at Den. 
| ham. 
| John Stuart has been assigned im- 
|portant role in Michael Balcon’s 
|‘Fleet Air Arm,’ which stars Clive 
‘Brock. Shooting at Ealing studios. 
Paul Kimberley, from film row, 
|made a captain. Will 
bey Office to advise on distribution 


and screening of army training films. | 
| Odeon theatre, Leiscester Square, | 


boxing matinee, in aid of Royal Air 
Force Benevolent Fund, realized 
$20,000: $12,000 in gate money and 
| the rest given by two donors. 

| 20th Century-Fox Pictures now 
booking 100% with Associated Brit- 
|ish Picture Corp. Companies fell out 


year ago. but matter now adjusted. 

Alfred Davis steps from captain to 
major. Was instrumental in ironing 
out recent clash between film trade 
and army big-wigs over that new 
purchasing setup for camp screen en- 
tertainment. 

Anthony Vivian, now Lord Vivian 
| Since his father’s recent death, re- 
|cuperating at his country estate and 
| then hopes to take up some war 
recently 
| discharged from the army due to il] 
| health. 

Gyles Isham, actor here, is the only 
surviving son of Sir Vere Isham. His 





|elder brother was killed in the last 


war, and with his father’s death he 
comes into the title. He became a 


Marian Telva, former Metropolitan | 


} Opera diva. 


function in| 


over a Shirley Temple epic over a} 


; professional when he graduated from | 


Oxford. and appeared with Garbo in 
‘Anna Karenina.’ 


Philadelphia 


Frank Pfaff, WIP master control 
engineer, left for a vacation in Flo- 
rida last Friday. 

Lonny Starr, 





regular annourwer, 


Leonard Bunkin of WIP’s sales 
staff is back after a minor operation 
at the Jewish hospital. 

Sam Serota, WIP’s 


after an operation at the Jewish hos- 
pital. 

Jean Ruth, known as Kay Martin 
on WHAT, is recuperating in the 
Chester County Hospital after an 
operation on her appendix. 

Several members of KYW submit- 
ted to blood transfusions for Charles 
Leimback, KYW maintenance engi- 
neer, who is critically ill at the Jew- 
ish hospital. 

Powers Gouraud, 


WCAU’s ‘Night 
currently sustaining between 
sponsors, rejected a commercial of- 
fer to go with another local station 
in order to stay with WCAU. 





Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 





Carlos Orellana. 
debuting as pic 
Films de Mexico. 

Pedro Armendariz back to 
work after a stage engagement at 
the Palace of Fine Arts (National 
Theatre). 

‘Palillo,” latest 
plugging for the As 


stage-pic comic, 
director for Ibero 


favorite clown 
ulla Cigarette Co 


from station XEW in two half-hour 
weekly programs 
‘Jesus,’ Spanish Easter Passion 


Play, being presented for the first 
time in Mexico by the Blanch Sisters 
at their Teatro Ideal 

Consuelo Rodriguez, 
the family that is in 
of the Mexican 
the only woman 
eer in Mexico. 

Songstress Ana Maria Gonzalez to 
South America for four mbonths’ 
radio and nitery booking in Ric de 
Janeiro, then dates in Buenos Aires 
and Montevideo. 

Blue Steele, the American band 
leader who has played class niteries 


member of 
every branch 
picture industry, is 
film sound engin- 


| here for some time, signed to direct 


Mickey Rooney got sunburned and | 
homesick all in a week. 


Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Einfeld had 
a full two-week vacation at the 
Royal. 


Giggy Royce band, after six years 
at Young Roof, moves irto the Royal 
Hawaiian hotel terrace April 1. 

Noel Coward remained three weeks 
at Canton Island for rest on way 
back to the U. S. from Australia. 

Art Rowland. from Del Monte, hi: 
band and the three Honeys opened 


| XEW 


local station 
for two half- 


orch at 
(100,000 watts) 
hour concerts a week. 

Carmen Delgado leading the com 
pany that is playing Spanish oper- 


a symphonic 


'ettas Sundays at the historic Teatro 


Hidalgo 
owned. 


here. Which is government- 
This is part of the adminis- 


tration’s program for helping the 
theatre. 

Geraldine Farrar continuing her 
visit here, being much entertained 
by Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Jones. Jones 
is the chief of the Mexican Wells 
| Fargo Mrs. Jones is the former} 





pic 


| Miguelito 


Cinematographie Journalists Assn. 


forma and the Cine Regis to present 
their awards for the best pix exhi- 
bited in Mexico last year and the 
best pic players, writers, directors, 
technicians, etc. of 1940. 

‘Tata Vasco,’ the Mexican 
forbidden the Palace 
‘National Theatre) 
religious inclination, doing well at 
the Teatro Arbeu, $5 (Mex) top, ‘$1 
U.S.). Baritone Ricardo C. Lara, na- 
tive of Boston and a veteran Mexican 
singer, featured. 


opera 
of Fine Arts 
because of its 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 


Warner Bros.’ bowling team from 
Chicago here for ABC tournament. 

Cyril Lebedoff back to Minneapo- 
lis in National Screen sales’ capacity. 

Gordie Greene, Minnesota theatre 
bankruptey trustee, to New York on 
| business mission, 

John Petchalanus’ resigned as 
Gopher assistant manager to play 
professional basketball. 

Joe Reichman, “Truth and Conse- 
quences’ and Henry Busse are three 


for March and early April. 

M-G club elected Art Zuelch, head 
booker, president; Norman Pyle, ex- 
ploiteer, v.p.; Dorothy Kielty, treas- 
urer, and Mary Lou Brown, secre- 
tary. 
| After four weeks at Hotel Nicol- 
|let’s Minnesota Terrace as comedy 
|mimic and emcee with Art Weems’ 
|‘package show,’ Alan Carney goes 
into Colony Club, Chicago. 

Proposed Gypsy Rose Lee engage- 
ment at: Lyceum fell through, but 
;}house has ‘Student Prince,’ ‘Male 


stage shows pencilled into Orpheum | 


| Hollywood 


threw big parties at the Hotel Re-| 





Jane Novak recovering from ma- 
jor operation, 

Cliff Lewis to San Antonio on an 
exploitation tour. 

John H. Auer obtained 
citizenship papers. 


his VU. S. 


Stirling Hayden back from an 
eight-week stage tour. 

Olv~ Bradna and Douglas Wil- 
hoit to “fay 14. 


Al Vaughan took charge of publi- 
city for Edward Small. 


Jean Hersholt celebrates his 35th 
year as screen actor March 26 
| Willism Cagney home from the 
hospital after an appendectomy. 
John L. McMahon, former vaude 


Star, in from New York on vacation. 
Myron Lustig checked in as studio 
publicity director for Samuel Gold- 
wyn. 
Leon Leonidoff arrived from New 
York to supervise dance numbers at 
| RKO. 
| Lyle Rooks returned to the Para- 
| mount publicity staff after a year's 
| absence. 

Bill Boyd and Grace Bradley (Mrs. 
Boyd) back from a month’s vacation 
in the east. 
| Ellen. Drew, film actress and Sy 


| Bartlett, scripter, announced their 
| engagement. 

|} Leonard Mark checked out of 
Warners publicity department to 


join the Army. 

Allan Jones returned from a sing- 
ling tour covering 20 eastern and 
| southern cities. 

Nils Thor Granlund (N.T.G.) cele- 
| brated his first anniversary at the 
| Florentine Gardens. 
James Roosevelt’s divorce from 
| Betsy Cushing Roosevelt declared 


Animal’ and ‘DuBarry Was a Lady’| final in Superior Court. 


underlined for next few weeks. 








Night Club Reviews 


mn continued from page 4°>——— 


_~CLUB BALI, PHILLY 








terial with plenty of grace, poise, a 
curvacious chassis and a phiz that 
leaves 'em breathless. 

Also rating beaucoup kudos is 
Valdes, an Afro-Cuban 
version of Cab Calloway. It's real 
basic jungle rhythm when Valdes 
bangs the elongated drums and gives 


| out in the congo lingo. 


program called | 


Lina Romay, another Latin looker, 
has a provocative wiggle and lilt to 
her pipes as she handles the vocals 
with the Cugat crew. Best in her 
repertoire are ‘Para Mio Vigo,’ 
‘Chickaboom’ and ‘Rhumboogie.’ Car- 
men Castillo, the band’s other can- 
ary, is more in the hotcha style. A 


| Mary E. Brown, screen player, di-— 


| vorced Edward V. Brown, known in 
‘films as Eddie Brownell. 
| Hally Chester, Dead End Kid, dis- 
| closed his marriage to Peggy Gar- 
| rick in Maine last December. 
Wallace Beerv won a jury verdict 
in the $600,000 false arrest suit aimed 
at him bv Allan B. Whitnev. 


| 
| 
| Harry Hommand Beall is new head 


’ 
| 
| 


|ringer for Delores Del Rio, she’s 
plenty pleasing to the ears with 
‘Mama Yucaro’ and several other 
Cuban ditties. 

Mico Lopez, gourds player with | 


production | 
chief, returned to his desk last week | 


|; pounding 


the band, steps out for a solo on the 
bongos. 


Cugat, looking sleeker than at his | 


last night club appearance here 
three years ago, wands his 
capably and brings plenty of palm- 
with his intricate violin 
solo on ‘Andalusia.’ Cugat is here 
for an indefinite stay, appearing 
every night but Thursday—to allow 
his band to make its radio appear- 
ance on the Camel show in New 
York. 

Allen Fielding’s band, the regular 


Bali crew, plays the lull music as 
well as doubling at the Kaliners’ 
Rathskeller nearby. Shal. 


| MAYFAIR CLUB, K. C. 


Kansas City, March 15. 
Bobby Pope Orch with Ralph 
Pierson, Glen West and Dick Hersh; 
Delores, Shirley Rugg. Sammy 
Campbell; No Cover or Minimum. 


This spot on the south side just 
out of the city limits is the 
only nitery to 


put on a floor 


about 
making any attempt 
show as such, with the 
possible exception of Joe Stev 
State Line Tavern. Since Stevens 
spot is to back a liquor-selling propo- 
tion it till leaves the Mayfair 
s This 
(Satur- 
offered 
the 


virtually alone in this cl: 
half-hour sho'g on tonight 
day) gives an idea of what's 
on weekend as club sticks to 
orch only at mid-week 

Pope has some good performers 
and makes them the backbone of the 
In Dick Hersh he has a diller 
on the drums who makes the most of 
the number, ‘Man and His Drums,’ 
as a specialty. Ralph Pierson steps 
out of the sax section ta reveal a 
lusty baritone on ‘Mother Come from 
Ireland’ and ‘Old Man River,’ both 
acceptable. There is also Glen West 
to warble while he strums his guitar 
and gives out the novelty and pop 
SsONngs. 

Bill is intermixed with the dancing 
of Delores, who does a nifty can-can 
that overshadows her congarhumba 
Shirley Rugg takes a dual niche with 
a one-legged dance early and ballet 
toe tap later as her best bit. To close, 
Pope, as m.c., calls on Sammy Camp- 
bell for some hotter tapping and 
novelty work tapping on and about a 
chair. 

Club has chance to get some 
crowds on weekends if the entertain- 
ment remains at least of this calibre 


Qu in. 


show. 


crew | 


lat the 


; UP, and t 


| rected by J 
| Homero 


of publicity at the Ambassador hotel, 
succeeding John B. Browne, who re- 
signed. 

Harry Joe Brown is tap-master 
and Joe Ratliff brew-master at The 
Mascuers beer and culture forum 
March 30. 

Frank Donovan arrived from New 
York to supervise production of two 
Federal Housing shorts sponsored by 
the Government, 

Herman Glucksman, film exchange 
manager, and Gene Pickert, film 
booker for Loew’s, both from New 
York, thawing out in the desert, 


— 


Buenos Aires 


By Ray Josephs 








Uruguayan government closed Ra- 
dio Artigas station for five days. 

W. W. Copeland, formerly UP bu- 
reau manager if Rio, shifted here. 

Juan Jose Castro, director of B. A. 
Philharmonic and of the Colon, on 
South American tour. 

Everett Rhodes Castle, writer. here 
to collect data and color for SEPost 
and other U. S. mag stories. 

‘Departmento Para Senoritas,’ based 
on “The Children’s Hour,’ marked 
200th performance at the Comedia. 

Carlos Morganti rehearsing ‘Cosas 
de la Vida’ (‘Things That Happen’) 
Liceo. Company headed by 
Pierinia Dealessi. 

Argentina Sono Film to grind soon 
on ‘Fortin Alto’ (High Fortress’), di- 
Moglia Barth. Story, by 
Marnzi and Ulises Petit de 
Murat, will star Augistin Irusta, 
Francisco Alvarez and Nini Gambier. 

Noel Coward’s ‘Design for Living’ 
(Amor Por Partida Double’) to be 


| given by Teatro Argentina, with new 


Spanish script by Alex Ruiz. Top- 
flight cast includes Antonio Herrero, 
Enrique Alvarez and Roberto Salinas. 


‘Historica del Tango’ ‘‘History of 
the Tango’), musical comedy by 
Francisco Canaro, opening soon at 
the Nacional with Elsa O'Connor, 
Sarita Ruasan, Mario Danesi, Mar- 


celo Ruggero, Carlos Enriques, Dom- 
ino Mania and Lalo Malcoln. 

Gran Rex signed for exclusive 
Metro showings and abolished double 
features. Four-shows-a-day policy 
started with Mickey Rooney’s ‘Strike 


Up the Band.’ Contract. arranged by 
Stuart Dunlap, local M-G head, gives 
house—largest in S. A.—30-day ex- 
clusive. 

Paul Soldi, art director of Sono- 
film, won Comite Nacional de Cul- 
tura Fellowship for Hollywood trip 
to study ‘cineomatic tendencies.’ Job 
here taken over by Ricardo Rodri- 
guez Remy and Jose Luis Acampo, 
who have already started work on 
‘La Casa de los Cuervos’ (‘House of 
the Crows’). 

Jim Farley dined VU. S 
respondents at the Plaza 
get-together since most 
rived. Party included John White 
of the Times, leaving soon for the 
States. and Arnoldo Cortesi, who re- 
places him; Walter Kerr and Herbert 
Clark of the Herald Trib. Harold 
Horan and Sherry Mangin of Time, 
Allan Hayden of the Chi News. Har- 
old Milks of AP, Amstead L. Brad- 
ford and Ricardo Diaz-Herrara of 
is Mugg 


news cor- 
First such 


of them ar- 


o 
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OBITU 


STUART WALKER 


Stuart Walker, 53, playwright and 
producer on stage and screen, died 
March 13 at his home in Hollywood 
following a heart attack. Until last 
July, when illness forced him to re- 
tire, he was an associate producer at 
the Paramount studio, where his last 
picture, ‘Seventeen,’ was produced a | 
year ago. | 

After a course at the Academy of | 
Dramatic Art in New York, Walker 
was associated with David Belasco 
for six years as actor, play reader | 
and stage manager. In 1915 he 
founded the Portmanteau Theatre to | 
produce his own plays in Cincinnati, | 
Indianapolis and Dayton. Among | 
the dramas*he authored and staged | 
were ‘The Trimplet,’ ‘Nevertheless,’ | 
‘The Medicine Show,’ ‘Six Who Pass | 
While the Lentils Boil,’ ‘The Lady | 
of the Weeping Willow,’ ‘The Very | 
Naked Young Man’ and ‘Sir David | 
Wears a Crown.’ 





During this period | 
he also presented the first dramati- | 
zation of Booth Tarkington's ‘Seven- 
teen,’ which was to be his final 
screen production. 

Moving to Hollywood in 1930, 
Walker directed the Paramount pic- 
ture, ‘Secret Call,’ based on William 
De Mille’s stage play, ‘The Woman.’ 
His film productions included ‘The 
Mystery of Edwin Drood,’ ‘Great Ex- 
pectations’ and ‘The Werewolf of 
London’ for Universal and ‘Tonight 
Is Ours,’ ‘Evenings For Sale’ and the 
‘Bulldog Drummond’ series for Par- 
amount. 

He was credited with giving more 
than 100 players their first chance 
on the stage. Among them were 
Kay Francis, Ben Lyon, Ruth Gor- 
don, Beulah Bondi, Peggy Wood, 
Elizabeth Patterson and McKay Mor- 
ris. 

Walker was a member of the 
Academy of Motion Pictare Arts and: 
Sciences, the Society of American 
Dramatists and Composers and the 
Authors League of America. Sur- 





viving is a son, who accompanied the | 


body to Cincinnati for burial. 





F. HOWARD SCHNEBBE 
F. Howard Schnebbe, 54, formerly 
general manager for William Har- 
ris, Jr.. and Mrs. Henry B. Harris 
when she owned and operated the 
Wfiidson; New ‘York legit theatre, 


ARIES 


promoted tours of the provinces by 
grand opera, dramatic, musical 
comedy and comic opera troupes 
and stars. 

Widow and sister survive. 








SIR WALFORD DAVIES 


Sir Walford Davies, 71, British 
conductor and composer, who once 
asserted radio could eliminate jazz 
and other ‘bad’ music and improve 
the public’s taste with more melodi- 
ous harmonies, died in London 
March 11. 


Ironically, Sir Walford, who was 
appointed Master of the King’s 
Music in 1934, changed his opinion 
in 1939 after war broke out, for he 
directed a chorus of 10,000 voices 
singing ‘The Lambeth Walk’ on the 
radio. Master of the King’s Music 
is perhaps the highest honor that 
can be bestowed on a British mu- 
sician and the title compares with 
that of Poet Laureate in the liter- 
ary field. 


Many compositions of Sir Wal- 
ford, who was a choir soloist at the 
age of 13, dealt with the church. 
Later, a choirmaster and organist, 
he wrote many hymns, cantatas and 
oratorios. 





MELANIE KURT 


Melanie Kurt, 62, retired operatic 
soprano, who sang Wagnerian roles 
at the Metropolitan Opera House 
from 1914 to 1917, died after a long 
illness March 12 at her home in New 
York. 

A native Viennese, Miss Kurt 
studied piano at the Vienna Con- 
servatory and later took up voice 
under Marie and Lilli Lehmann. As 
Elisabeth in “Tannhauser,’ she made 
her operatic debut at the Municipal 
Opera House, Lubeck, Germany, in 
1903, and appeared for five years at 
the Royal Opera Company, Berlin, 
and also sang at Brunswick and 
Leipzig, Germany. 

Though critics complimented her 
singing at the Met, her contract was 
not renewed after 1917 due to the 
war-time policy of no German op- 
eras. In 1909 she married Max Deri 
in Vienna. 





ISIDORE LUCKSTONE 





died of pneumonia in a hospital near 
his home at Freehold, N. J., last 
Wednesday (12). Illness resulted 
from a fall. He slipped on the ice 
and fractured two ribs, his lung be- 
ing punctured, 

In show circles Schnebbe was one 
of the most reserved executives, but 
among intimates was “convivial and 
well liked. He was on the board of 
the managers section of the Theatri- 
cal Managers and Agents union. His 
brother, Allan, has 


 Y. 

Deceased started in the office of 
the late Henry B. Harris at the age 
of 14 and before he acted in a gen- 


eral capacity was Harris’ auditor. | 


For years he lived in an apartment 
atop the Hudson with his wife and 
son. He joined the staff of John 
C. Wilson, who produces for Noel 
Coward in the U. S., handling ‘To- 
night at 8.30’ and ‘Set to Music,’ both 
written and composed by Coward. 
At one time he was considered 
wealthy, having an interest in ‘The 
Cat and the Canary,’ one of Broad- 
way’s most successful mystery dra- 
mas,-and ‘My Girl Friday.’ 

In addition to his widow, 
Francis Howard Schnebbe, Jr., and 
brother, his mother also survives. 
Services were held at the Little 
Church Around the Corner Friday 


(14) and were attended by a throng r 
on 


of theatrical well-knowns. 





RONALD J. MACADAM 
Ronald J. Macadam, 63, first to 
present film shows in a theatre in| 
Nova Scotia (1907), at the Alexan- | 
dga, Sydney, died recently at his 
home in Halifax. He had been con- 


headed the| While an accompanist, Luckstone | 


Treasurers Club for years and is| also composed and for a time con- | 


currently manager of the Lyceum, | 


s0n, | 


Isidore Luckstone, 80, former con- 
cert accompanist and a vocal in- 
| Structor for nearly 50 years, died 
after a long illness March 12 at his 
home in New York. 

Born in Baltimore, Luckstone ac- 
companied such concert singers and 
| instrumentalists as Enrico Caruso, 
Fritz Kreisler and Nellie Melba. A 
child prodigy, he was an accom- 
plished pianist at the age of 10 and 
five years later made his profes- 
| sional debut. 





ducted choirs and orchestras. He 
served as professor of education at 
New York University from 1925 to 
| 1939, where he was associated with 
| the music department. 

Leaves two sons, Harold, of New 
| York, also a teacher of voice, and 
| Maurice, of Scarsdale, N. Y, 








CHARLES S. SKILTON 


Charles S. Skilton, 72, long a pro- 
fessor of music at the University of 
Kansas and both a writer and an 
authority on Indian melodies, died 
March 12 in Lawrence, Kan. 

A member of ASCAP, Skilton’s 
one-act Indian opera, ‘The Sun 





|the National Grand Opera Co. of 
| NBC. He also wrote several other 
operas and many instrumental com- 


| positions. 


Born in Northampton, Mass., Skil- 
was a graduate of Yale and 
studied music both in New York and 
Berlin. Later he taught at various 
schools and colleges and had been 
with the University of Kansas since 


| 1903. 


Surviving are two daughters and a 
son, 








tinuously identified with theatres in 
Nova Scotia since 1902, when he | 
managed a Sydney theatre for road | 
shows and dramatic stock. In 1907, | 
he switched over to silent films, and | 
in 1916, established the Casino, Hali- | 
fax, built on deluxe specitications. | 
Macadam became managing direc- | 
tor, and later took over the Garrick, 
Halifax, an ex-legit house, and 
mixed road shows and dramatic | 
stock with pictures. About two. 
years ago, he entered the two houses | 
in the Famous Players Canadian cir- | 
cut, but retained the ownership con- | 
trol of the Casino at his death. He 
had been more active in extra-cur- 
ricular affairs than any other film 
exhibitor in Nova Scotia, and had 


HAROLD F. WILKES 


Harold F. Wilkes, 48, who was re- 
lieved of duties as southeastern dis- 
trict manager for Paramount at At- 
lanta last April due to heart ail- 
ment, died March 13 in New Or- 
leans. Burial was held there on 
March 14. He ‘eft a widow, daugh- 
ter, son, mother and brother. 

Wilkes was relieved by John 
Kirby, branch manager at Atlanta, 
through last summer. and 
months ago Kirby was named suc- 
cessor to Wilkes. Latter started 
with Par in 1913 as a booker in the 
south and in 1916 became an execu- 
tive with the S, A. Lynch enterprises 
(Par). He was branch manager at 


eal 
New Orleans for Par before being) 
made district chief three years ago. 





CONSTANCE SMEDLEY 


Constance Smedley, author and 
dramatist, whose sight was restored 
last year after six years of blindness, 
died in London March 9. 

The wife of Maxfield Armfield, 
Miss Smedley lectured in the United 
States when visiting here from 1918 
to 1921. After her operation in 
January, 1940, she described her 
years of darkness as providing her 
with ‘an inner vision’ which cast 
away fear and worry. 

Miss Smedley’s many works in- 
cluded ‘New Wine in Old Bottles,’ 
‘On the Fighting Line,’ ‘The April 
Princess,, ‘Redwing,’ ‘Crusaders,’ 
‘The Woman and the Wilderness,’ 
‘Grace Darling and Her Times’ and 
‘Miriam.’ 





THOMAS A. BOYLE 


Thomas A. Boyle, former theat- 
rical manager and longtime resident 
of Rutland, Vt., died Thursday (13) 
in Rutland after a long illness. 

Boyle, soon after his graduation 
from Granville High School, became 
interested in the theatre, becoming 
associated with the management of 
Norton Hall, Granville, N. Y., where 
plays were given until the erection 
in 1901 of the Pember Opera House, 
of which he became manager. He 
later headed the Playhouse, now the 
Paramount theatre, Rutland, operat- 
ing it until 1931, when he sold his 
lease to the Paramount chain and 
retired. 

Survivors include widow and two 
sons. 





FRANK DURAND 


Frank Durand, 55, musical comedy 
performer who app®ared with Ty- 
rone Power, Sr., Constance Collier 
and was considered one of the hand- 
somest juveniles in the profession a 


ailment March 9 in the Roosevelt 
hospital, New York. 

Durand, whose true name was 
Doran, had roles in ‘The Belle of 
Brittany,’ in 1909; ‘The Passing Show 
of 1914’; ‘Thais,’ in 1915, and ‘Girl 
Behind the Gun.’ 


seph, of Pittsfield, Mass. Funeral 
services were held in New York and 
burial took place at Gate of Heaven 
cemetery, N. Y. 





FRANK S. TRUDA 


Frank S. Truda, violinist who re- 
vised the score for “The Birth of a 
| Nation’ and ‘The Battlecry of Peace’ 
in the days of the silent films, was 
buried in Lowell last week following 
his sudden death in Worcester, Mass. 

At one time Truda was a member 
of the ‘Musical Five,’ vaudeville act, 
and for several years was orchestra 
director in a Boston theatre. At the 
time of his death he operated an 
auto accessories company in Worces- 
ter with a brother. He was stricken 
at his place of business and died soon 
afterward in a hospital. 





LOYE (‘COWBOY LOYE’) PACK 


Loye (‘Cowboy Loye’) Pack, 41, 
radio entertainer identified with 


March 15 at a Cleveland hospital 
| after an operation for stomach ulcers. 
He had been ill for a year. At one 
time or another he appeared in every 
town in northern West Virginia 
western Pennsylvania and eastern 
Ohio with his ‘Blue Bonnet’ troupe. 
which continued to work during his 
illness. 

Survived by widow and four chil- 
dren, one a two-month-old infant. 








Bride,’ was performed in 1930 by | 


two | 


; ment on March 14. 


WILLIAM T. RYAN 


atres in New York, died of a cerebral] 
hemorrhage March 1i at the Vet- 
erans Administration Facility, Bath, 
N. Y., where he: had long been a 
patient. 


A brother of the late Maude Ryan | 


(Innes and Ryan), he had also served 
as property man for the Kohl and 
| Castle theatres, Chicago. His bro- 
| ther-in-law, Charles Innes, of New 
York survives. Burial with full 
military honors took place in Bath. 





HARRY HOWARD 

Harry Howard, 75, former vaude 
|and legit performer, who was a 
| veteran of 45 years on the stage, 
died of a heart attack March 13 in 
| Hollywood. Deceased is not to be 
confused with the vaude producer of 
the same name. 


Howard, who retired two years | 


ago, is 
| Cecilia. 


survived by his widow, 





DE MOTTE LITTLE 


DeMotte Little, 35, transmitter su-’ 


pervisor of WBBM-Columbia, Chi- 
cago, was instantly killed while 
working around the electrical equip- 
He was electro- 


generation ago, died of a stomach | 


Leaves his 84-year-old father, Jo- | 


WMMN, Fairmount, W. Va., died | 


William T. Ryan, former property 
man associated with the Keith the- | 


cuted when he accidentally came in | 1 
|contact with the 4,600-volt circuit. | 


Widow and two children survive. 


Burial in Glenview, (IIl.). 
Further details in radio section, 


JAY COLLINS 
Jay Collins, 54, Midwest stock ac- 





with Oscar O’Shea and the Garrick 
Players in Milwaukee, died March 
8 at the county general hospital in 
that city. 

Prior to his final illness, he had 
been working with the Robertson- 
Young Players in lowa. 





MRS. HAL ROACH 


Mrs, Marguerite Roach, 41, wife of 
producer Hal Roach, died March 17 
in Los Angeles of pneumonia. Two 
children also survive. 

Before her marriage Mrs. Roach 
appeared in pictures as Margaret 
Nichols. » 





ROY L. ELWOOD 
Roy L. Elwood, 50, former ven- 
triloquist, magician and lion tamer 
on the Keith vaudeville circuit, died 
in a sanatorium March 10 in Syra- 
cuse. 
Survivors include widow, mother, 
three daughters and a son. 





E. PERCY WHITE 


E. Percy White, 64, owner and 
manager of the Canso_ theatre, 
Canso, N. S., dropped dead recently 
on the street near his theatre. 


“Surviving are widow and three 
daughters, 





AUGUSTUS EHRET 


Augustus Ehret, 79, former opera- 
tor of Springfield Lake park and 
known as ‘daddy of northeastern 
Ohio amusement park operators,’ 
died last week at his home in Can- 
ton. 








William Fiynn, 71, a stagehand in 
downtown Milwaukee theatres for 
| more than 50 years, and one of the 
| founders of the IATSE local No. 18, 


in that city. 





Adelaide Lawton, 84, mother of 
Harvey Everett, manager of Loew’s 
Palace, Brooklyn, died of a heart 
attack March 13 on the West Coast. 
Burial in Brooklyn. 





Father, 67, of Al Lazarus, Los An- 
|geles theatre manager, died there 
| March 8, 


| 














Propaganda Fear 


tor, who for years played heavies | 























en Ontinued from page i 


|on the immediate horizon is a short 
|from Columbia titled 


‘There Will | 


| Always Be An England,’ for which | 


as for Warner Bros.’ ‘London Can 
Take It’ and ‘Christmas Under Fire,’ 
| in other words, via donations to Brit- 
|ish War Relief. 


| On top of the film shorts are the 
mounting requests to theatre opera- 
tors for permission to take lobby col- 
| lections for various allied war relief 
| projects. It’s felt by the theatre ops 
| that too much is being piled onto the 
| paying public and that resentment 


may result. 


| Some exhibs suggest that the in- 
dustry itself set up a coordinating 
body to handle the propaganda and 
‘book it’ with the same showmanship 
viewpoint as theatres buy their regu- 
lar entertainment programs. 





MARRIAGES 





|} reported in the 





Nina Stihi to Bill Blowitz, in Los | 


| Angeles, March 14. 
| model; 
staff. 


| Kathleen Soper to Kenneth Pow- 
| ell, in Troy, Pa., March 15. He’s a 


WGY, Schenectady, announcer. 


Lois von Brandt to Robert C. 
Thomas, in Reno, Nev., March 14. 
He’s a screen actor. 


Patricia Walthall to Mario J. 

Cueto, in Los Angeles, March 14. 

| Bride is a screen player and daugh- 
| ter of the late Henry B. Walthall. 


| 

| Sylvia Field to Ernest Truex, in 
| Great Neck, L. I, March 16. Both 
| are legit players. 

Nancy Swan to Alan Anderson, in 
New York, March 17. He’s the son 
of Maxwell Anderson, playwright, 
and stage manager of ‘The Talley 
Method’ at Henry Miller’s theatre, 
Ms os 

Lauwaune Kennard to Rex In- 
gram, in New York, March 8. He's 
Negro film and legit player; bride’s 
adancer. Both are touring in ‘Cabin 


Bride is a 
he’s on Warners’ publicity 





in the Sky.’ 





| Sinatra 
| week. Sinatra was ill 


| Somerville). 














Comics’ Tax Pleas 


Continued from page 3 








the 1933 rift, because the original 
agreement stipulated that property 
acquired by either spouse, after the 
separation, should belong to the in- 
dividual regardless of any mind- 
changing or reconciliation. 


In .Summerville’s case it was 
found that income received by the 
comedian after the Sept. 1, 1936, 
date of a property settlement agree- 
ment with Gertrude Martha Sumer- 
ville, his wife, was ‘not community 
income and is taxable to him indi- 
vidually.’ Contention of Slim that 
the language of the property settle- 
ment agreement ‘was not sufficient 
to change the character of future 
earnings from community property 
to separate property’ was not sus- 
tained. 


Hardy’s $357,167 in 1934-37 


Hardy’s income between 1934-1937 
amounted to $357,167, it was con- 
tended. Neither Hardy nor his wife 
attempted to invalidate the property 
agreement by some later casual act, 
the Board charged. No excuse, in 
other words, for the comedian’s at- 
tempt to claim the written under- 
standing was ditched—for the pur- 
pose of cutting his tax obligations. 


Deficiencies against Slim Summer- 
ville were cited as $3,588 for 1936 
and $11,229 for 1937. Finagling with 
California’s famed community prep- 
erty laws also was responsible for 
Summerville’s downfall. 


Civil Code of the State of Cali- 
fornia provides that the interests of 
husband and wife in community 
property ‘shall remain present, ex- 
isting and equal during the marriage 
relation, although conceding that 
such status of community interests 
may be altered by contract.’ In the 
Summerville case, marriage rela- 
tion between Summerville and his 
wife terminated in October, 1937, the 
Board claimed, although a property 
settlement had previously been made 
in Sept., 1936, in which the couple 
acknowledged ‘unhappy differences’ 


| : ~% | between them. 
died March 12 at St. Mary’s hospital | 


Board backed up the Revenue Bu- 
reau, which had said: 

‘Your (Summerville’s) net income 
from and after September 1, 1936, 
constitutes your separate income 
taxable to you under the provisions 
of Section 22 (a) of the Revenue 
Act of 1936, by reason of the prop- 
erty settlement agreement entered 
into with your wife, effective on 
September 1, 1936. Your entire net 
income from salary for the full year 
in an amount of $61,440.46 was 
equally divided with your wife on 
an alleged basis of equal community 


interest, and $30,720.23 was reported 


by each in separate returns filed; 
whereas the net income prior to 
September 1, 1936, in which your 
wife had a community interest, was 
only $33,083.23 with $16,541.62 prop- 
erly reportable as taxable to her in 
lieu of the amount of $30,720.23 ex- 
cluded from your net income and 
return of Mrs. 
George J. Somerville (Gertrude M. 
The addition to your 





net taxable income is, therefore, 
$14,178.61.’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Duncan Renaldo, 
daughter, in Hollywood, March 5. 


Father is the film player. 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Ornstein, son, in 
Pittsburgh, March 10. Father's with 
20th-Fox exchange in Pitt. 


Mr. and Mrs. Ed Goldman, son, in 
Hollywood, March 8. Father is with 
Fox West Coast Theatres. 


Mr. and Mrs. Dave Fred, son, 
March 11, in Hollywood. Father is 
manager of Carthay Circle theatre, 
Los Angeles. 


Mr. and Mrs. Edward Schellhorn, 
son, in Hollywood, March 14 Fas 
ther is head of Paramount's for- 
eign publicity department. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Moore, son, 
March 14, in Cincinnati. Father is 
on the WSAI, Cincy, sales staff. 

Mr. and Mrs, Paul McElhinney, 
son, in Spokane, March 4. Father 
represents Republic pictures in that 
territory. 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Gillette, son, 
in Spokane, Feb. 27. Father is an- 
nouncer and sportscaster at KHQ- 
KGA, Spokane. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert McGuire, son, 
March 7, in Bridgeport. Father's 
news chief at WICC, Bridgeport. 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank MclIntyre, 
daughter, last week, in Abilene, 
Texas. Father is program director 
of KRBC, Abilene. 





Bob Allen, formerly with Hal 
Kemp, temporarily replaced Frank 
with Tommy Dorsey last 
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pitt Daily’s Union Row Settled 


lieati f Pittsburgh Post- | 
Publication © e ‘against $686,831 for 1939. 


Gazette, Paul Block daily, was re- 
sumed Monday (17) after a hectic 
week of strike squabbles during 


which paper failed to come out on) 
four different days. Trouble started | Was about 2,995,000, of which 1,160,- 


‘Aid Britain’ | were newsstand sales. 


with sheet’s special 
edition Thursday (6) when union of 
outside circulation men claimed 
management had used promotion 
department employees to do circula- 
tors’ work. They immediately threw 
up a picket line around plant with- 
P-G officials claimed, submit- 


out, ; 
ting grievance to arbitration, as 
called for in contract. 

Pickets were withdrawn few, 


hours later pending result of con- 
ference, permitting P-G to get out 
its last edition on Saturday (8) after 
first four were missed. When con- 
fab failed to produce settlement, 


picket line was resumed again Sun- | 
and refusal of some pro-| 


day (9) 
duction employees to report for 
work forced stoppage of publica- 
tion. P-G building was shut and all 
payrolls suspended. 

On Tuesday (11), all unions 
signed to return to work, having 





| excess profits taxes for 1940 are es- 


timated at about $2,357,125 as 


Life consolidated its position, and 
made further strides, according to 
the statement. Its average circula- 
ion for the last six months of 1940 


000 were subscriptions and 1,835,000 
Life ranked 
first in the amount American readers 
spent for any mag, second in ads and 
second in the total amount American 
advertisers spent for ads in any mag, 
said the report. 


Shades of Joe Miller! 

What's the use of groping for a 
gag when you can buy one for 1/10c, 
classified in alphabetical order? You 
can get them at that rate if you lay 
down $100 for a file of 100,000, com- 
piled by S. A. Scheier, of New York, 
who is offering them to writers, di- 
rectors and producers in Hollywood, 
by mail. 

The light humor weighs 20 pounds 


in print. It is a compendium of 


jokes, quips, smart cracks, sketches, | 
| punchlines, 


situations, verses, epi- 


agreed that circulators’ strike was | grams and other risible remarks. It 


jllegal, and publication was resumed 
followihg morning. However, on 
Thursday night (13) mailers refused 
to come through picket line again, 
telling management they = had 
changed their minds, 
urday, suspension notice being 
posted once more. 
tween P-G execs and strikers over 
weekend resulted in a settlement, 
details of which were not specified. 
Statement by paper merely read: 
‘As a result of a conference 
Saturday afternoon between the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette and the 
Newspaper Alliance, A.F. of L. 
Local No. 20786, an agreement 
was reached on points at issue 
and it was announced that the 
Post-Gazette would resume pub- 
lication and full distribution 
with Monday’s issue, March 17.’ 
Neither the P-G nor the circula- 
tors would amplify the bare an- 
nouncement. 


Bill Cunningham’s Hub Buildup 

Further evidence that radio and 
newspapers can go hand in hand: 
Boston Herald is using radio exten- 
sively to announce acquisition of Bill 
Cunningham, sports columnist, from 


the Boston Post, where he had been | 


for 20 years. 

On Sunday (16) Neal O'Hara, Bos- 
ton Traveler columnist, welcomed 
Cunningham to the fold in a 
minute interview on WNAC and 12 
stations of Yankee net in New Eng- 
land. Herald is morning paper and 
Traveler its afternoon tieup. 

Jay Wesley, WEEI sports announ- 
cer, made several one-minute tran- 
scriptions with Cunningham to be 
used daily for six days (17-22) on 17 
New England stations. 

William Gavin, of the Herald, 
handling the promotion with Alley 
and Richards Co. It is considered 
here the greatest buildup ever given 
a newspaperman. 

In addition to full-page, two-color 


is 


ads in the Herald, large space is be- | 


ing used in 45 New England news- 
papers, 50,000 posters, billboards, di- 
rect mail, circulars tu dealers, etc. 

Cunningham has been radio sports 
commentator, notably for Kellogg ac- 
count, but future work will be by 
mutual agreement with the Herald- 
Traveler Corp. He retains all rights 
to write for magazines, books and 
motion pictures, which he has pre- 
viously done; has executive standing 
On paper, and will be given free 
rein to write as he pleases on any 
Subject, but will stick to sports es- 
sentially. His column, daily and 
Sunday, will be syndicated. He con- 
tinues on Collier All-American (foot- 
ball) Board. 


Upped Profit for Time, Inc. 
Time, Inc., 
Life, Fortune and Architectural 
Forum magazines, and producers of 
The March of Time, reported net 


profit of $3,494,590 for 1940, or $14.80, 
per share on the 236,127 common | 


shares outstanding, compared with 
$3,206,751, or $13.65 per share in 
1939, 


the board, in the annual report re- 


leascd last week, issued the state- | 


ment. . 


Sales ‘of $37,797,329 last year com- 


pared with $29,311,057 the previous | 
| lier works included ‘Under the Tree’ 


year. Current assets increased 
$7,.340.614 to a total of $18,134,417, 
including $13,831,002 in cash and 
marketable securities. Income and 


and paper | 
failed to come out Friday and Sat- | 


Conference be- | 


| appeared 
| the Mirror the following day. 


15- | 


Henry R. Luce, chairman of. 


|is alphabetized. Classified under ‘S’ 


are society, Scotch, servants, smok- 
ing, stuttering, seances, smart, sim- 
ilies, sports and what not. There 
are 260 classifications, covering 
everything from Joe Miller up or 
down the gag route. 


Good, bad or indifferent,’ Scheier 
says, ‘100,000 is a lot of gags.’ 


Curran Must Re-File Suit 
Joseph Curran, as president of the 
National Maritine Union of Amer- 
ica, was ordered to re-file an 


|} amended complaint in N. Y. Su- 
| preme court 
| chell, the Daily Mirror, Inc., RCA, 


against Walter Win- 
NBC, and the Andrew Jergens Co. 
by Justice Charles B. McLaughlin. 
Action seeks damages of $1,000,000 


| for alleged libel. 


Libel is supposed to have occurred 
ir. Winchell’s broadcast for Jergens 
over WJZ June 9, 1940. The article 
in Winchell’s column in 
Ar- 
ticle charged subversive activities in 


| the plaintiff's union. 


Thodo Crocroft’s Book 

Thodo Crocroft, subscription direc- 
tor in Chicago for the Theatre Guild 
and American Theatre Society, has 
authored a book about stage per- 
sonalities, ‘Great Names and How 
They Are Made’. It will be pub- 
lished March 28 by Dartnell Press. 


Author, a former press agent, 
operates the Coach House theatre, 
strawhat located at Oconomowoc, 
Wis, 


Estelle Schrott’s Novel 
Estelle Schrott, former New York 
p.a. for Walter Wanger, has com- 
pleted a novel in Hollywood and is 
currently vacationing for two months 
in Mexico City. 


Book is tagged ‘High Noon’ and is | 


about U. S. citizens in South Amer- 
ica. 


LITERATI OBITS 


Baxter McFarland Eastburn, 58, 
who in 1936 organized Eastburn & 
Siegel advertising agency, Atlanta, 
and well known Dixie advertising 
executive, died March 4 in Miami. 

Harvey Ferguson, 66, for years 
with the Hearst organization, St. 
Louis Star and Post-Dispatch and 
other newspapers in executive and 
editorial writing capacities, died re- 
cently in Sulphur, Okla., hospital. 
At death he was secretary of Execu- 


tive Press Association of Oklahoma. | 


Frederick W. McQuigg, 65, veteran 
Chicago newspaperman who estab- 


| lished the amusement department of 


The Chicago American and was long 


| its drama editor, died March 12 at 


publishers of Tinre. | his home in Chicago. 


Leaves a son, 
Clancy, Herald-American staff mem- 
ber. 

Frederick Britten Austin, 55, au- 
thor, playwright and magazine con- 
tributor, whose works dealt chiefly 
with war and martial topics, died 
March 12 in a hospital near London. 

Elizabeth Madox Roberts, 65, nov- 
elist, died Thursday (13) in an Or- 
lando, Fla., hospital. Only in last 


|nine years had she achieved writing 
The 1940 statement showed gross | 


success, and her latest work, ‘Not 
By Strange Gods,” series of short sto- 
ries, had just come off press. Ear- 


and ‘Song in the Wind,’ both in 
verse. She also wrote many maga- 


zine articles and in 1930 won the 


} wood or New York, whichever 


O. Henry Memorial Short Story 
Prize. 

E. C. (Cody) Hall, veteran editor 
of Alexander City (Ala.) Outlook, 
land brother of late Grover C. Hall, 
| editor of Montgomery ‘Ala.) Adver- 
| tiser, died Thursday (13) night in 
| Alexander City. 
| Austin E. Neal, 72, long a column- 
| ist for the Kansas City (Mo.) Kansan, 
| died in that city March 15 from in- 
| juries suffered in a fall three weeks 
| ago. 


CHATTER 


of Athens (Ga.) Banner-Herald, suc- 
ceeding Charlie Collins, resigned. 

Frank Gruber’s mystery novel, 
‘The Hungry Dogs,’ is due for spring 
publication by Farrar & Reinhart. 

Columbus 
buted as evening daily. 
days and Sundays. 
president and J. E. Page publisher 

Peruvian novelist, Ciro Alegria, is 
winner of $2,500 award in Latin- 
American prize novel contest spon- 
sored by the Division of Intellectual 
Cooperation of the Pan-American 
Union, Farrar & Rinehart and Red 
| Book Magazine. F. & R. publishing. 
- 


No Satur- 














 Snaring Authors | 
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emissaries to established authors 
personally to encourage them to try 
their hands at turning out material 
designed specifically for Hollywood” 

Effort to bring in the added orig- 
inals is a corollary to Warner Bros.’ 
plan, announced last week, of hav- 
ing reps of its story department 
comb the newspaper offices of the 
country for ideas and stories by re- 
porters and editors. 


Metro also is preparing to bolster 
its scenario division by sending out 
a call within the next month to col- 
leges asking for recommendation of 





Bob W. Myers is new city editor | 


(Ga.) Free Pres de- | 


' Ken 


F. C. Bunting | 





potential screenwriters. This will 
| be the third year that M-G will hire 
110 June graduates for spots on its 


scrivening staff. 
Too Stylized 


What screen editors are complain- 
ing of—and the reason for their de- 
sire to develop new sources—is the 
decreasing number of ‘purely story- 
telling stories’ in current mags and 
books. Too many of the yarns are 
anti-Nazi in their angles or too 
‘consciously American’ to make good | 
screen material. Current world situ- 
ation has so affected most writers 
they are neglecting the old-fash- 
ioned yarn with a new angle that 
Hollywood, with its vast appetite for 
a variety of dishes, thrives on. 
| Stories based on world events are 
| okay, but in limited quantities. 
Espionage seems to be the particu- 
| lar subject that has entranced most | 
writers. Not only the pulps, which | 
| have often been the source of B pic- 
ture ideas, but the slicks have gone 
| heavily for the spy stuff. 





Another important source of screen 
material which has dried up consid- 
erably, of course, and results in need 
of added material is England. War 
| has so affected British writers, story | 
eds declare, that yarns coming from | 
| there are: 


1. Not well enough written. 

| 2. Not coming from. established 
| writers. 
| 3. Too propagandistic. | 
4. Full of cheap espionage plots. 

| 5. Boo untopical (réaction to ex- 
1 . » 

| tremely topical stuff). 

Lack of promising material on the 
| publishers’ lists of books to be issued 
| during the spring is also giving story 
departments reason to be mulling 
| over new sources of material. 

| Metro is now preparing the letters 
it will shortly send out to every 
recognized college in the country to 
cull 10 writers for its ‘junior staff.’ 
| Missives will go to college prexies, 
heads of English departments and 
| teachers of creative writing. They | 
will ask that promising students be 
instructed to apply to Metro via one 
or more faculty members who can 
recommend the student personally 
as well as creatively, because the re- 
lationship of writers to other people 
in the studio so much involved, | 
personality is as important as cre- 
ative ability. 

Selectees are asked to accompany | 
|their applications with samples of 
‘their writing, published or unpub- | 
|lished. This material read and | 
|analyzed at the studio and pros- 
| pective writers chosen. Latter are 
then interviewed either in Holly- 

is 


|mearer their college. Ten finally 
| Mamed are given regular seven-year 
| term pacts with the usual six month 
|} option periods. Considerable num- 


is 





is 


ber of the 20 juniors hired in this 
way the past two years have been 
ret ned Metro's ecrenario staff 


| Gene 


Columbus & 


Beverly 


Emery 
Jaye Martin 
Georges & 


Nye Mayhew 
Chico 
| Elaine Jordan 


George 
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Betty Smiley 
Art ~cha'nuberg 
Pat Dennis 
Torchy Cole 
| Jerry Lynn 
Cork and Bottle 
Jack Davis 
Fddie Peyton's 
Bill Campbell Ore 
Caroline Moore 
Mabel Harrold 


Marion Muller 
Eddie Peyton 
El Chice 
Ciro Kimaec Ore 
Estrelita Pena 


| Alziro Camargo 


Chinita Marin 


;Charley Boy 


Hotel Fort Pitt 
Bailey Ore 
Mitchell 
Jessica Wheatley 
Harry Walton 
Irma Guthrell 


Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
Billy Treacher Ore 

Sandy Davidson 

Marian MeGarrity 
(Gay 90's) 

Dorothy Nesbitt 

Hotel ith 

Bess Saunders 

Ida lola 

Everett Havdn 

Betty Donahoe 

A! Devin 

Evergreen Gardens 

Red Clarke Ore 


Johnny 


| Ebbie Schaub 


Paula Harvey 
Hotel Ella 
Olga Mundy Ore 


-Dale St Clair 


Zelda 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Ted Blake 
Men About Town 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Rita Seaman 
Buzz Mayer 


Hotel Wm. Penn 
(Chatterbox) 


Avenue 

















(Continental Bar) | Hotel’ Brunswick Harry Drake Rev 
Frank Andrini 4 (Bermuda Terrace) | Scott & Douglass 
: , I [ nt 
Merry -4;0-Kound Bunny Berigan Orc Hi ae Elfonte 
Bubbles Becker Or: Hotel Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Reom) Ken 
New Penn Stuart Frazier Orc Billy Mack Ore 
Toe Mowry Orc (Oval Room) Russ Hioward 
lob St t Lainb-Yoounm ‘ 
ro idy Re : lee | ule Latin Quarter 
Glen Martin ; s Jain Pe Bruno Or 
l.eiso Sig I Y« Don Dudle Ore 
roby Wanne bea Lats ™ H: Spear 
aa eae ' Wharton Ma n White 
New Yorker Gls Muoriray Twins Ee Inett Oldfield Ce 
| ' iW ter Ridge Carios & Chita 
Nixon Cale Adele Henny | Latin Ballet 
Al Marisco Ore . Radio Herb Lewis 
a, wanebey we Hlotel Essex 
Samuels Bros Ernest Murray Ore | steuben's 
i Vivian | Hilly Kelly (Vienna Room) 
Ch'lotte Lamberton Jack Manning | Tew Conrad Ore 
Kretiow Dane \! Lewis Doris Abbott 
Nut House He, Rt — a Clair & Durand 
adele ore >a} Wir , 
Dale Harkness |r ta Henderson y~ . Fi 
— — Carlos & Riviera 3 Whirltwinds 
pvoe Wien » . Alice OL 
asks Wiebe | Hotel Lafayette . 
PRovies ie) The Cave 
Oasix a , ' 
Jerry Salisbury | Ralph Porras Ore 
| sane, oo — | Hotel Lenox Hint Kk bishen 
; Margie Kraber | (Blue Train) Famara Doriva 
_ morris hho 
Orchard Johnny Field Ore | Raden Mi 8 
Jimmy Gamble Ore | Deone Parrish Marcheta, 
Pe go Hotel Somerset Adrians 
auck Miller | (Balinese Room) Tie Toe 
Wines Harry Marsha: 
arry larshard O Ernie Bell Ore 
| Bill LeRoy Ore Johnny ‘Turnbull Fen Ford Rev 
Tony tozance Lenny Welsh KE. & 1 Re berte 
Ray Englert Hotel Statler } k Clancy 
Yacht Club (Terrace Room) 'Sammy Burns 
j 
H Middleman Ore | Vaughn Monroe Ore | Virg pay I age 
Theodore & Denisha | Marilyn Duke | Ken Brilliant 
| Jackie Heller Ziggy Talent | Tremont Plaza 
|} Kaye & Kave Joe Carney | A! Tory Ore 
| George Moore Bobby Nichois } Versailles 
| Manhattanettes (Cafe Rouge) | : 
| Shirley Heller Salvy Caviechio Ore | Bobby Hacket Ore 
Reet se | Leightou Sis 
| Sky-Vue Hotel Westminster | Helen Morgan 
| Mickey Ross Ore (Blue Koom) | Carol Dennison 
| Sky Pilots Jimmy MeHale Ore |3 Del Rios 
Union Grill Trop’! Serenaders O | Johnny Andrews 
Art Yagello 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 





Selling B’way 
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Villa Madrid 


' 
| 
| Etzi Covato Ore | 
| Mark Lane | 
Donald Novis } 
Trvon Sis 


| featuring slogan ‘Make New York 


Baron Elliott Ore Key Taylor a ia hs ‘ . 
Billy Cover Carmen Your Vacation City’ are being print- 
Marianne Krei 3 Jerks | 
, | ed for use by members of the Broad- 
! ° ° 
MIAMI i way Association.on out-of-town mail. 
| eae sales message will be included 
Club Bali Jeff's | by advertisers in the association in 
‘ | i 
Tommy Nunez Orc | Jerry Delmar Ore | all out-of-New York advertising and 
Pegey Fears }lswight Piske / 
Olivette & Murray Gomez & Minor | publicity. 
Alfredo Seville Yvonne Bouvier | ae P 
Bali-ettes (12) Merle Burke | Macy’s and Gimbels, N. Y. Central 
Midgie Fellows 


Club Esquire 
Worthy Hills Ore 
Cross & Dunn 
Terry Lawlor 
Estelle & LeRoy 
Howard Brooks 
Esquirettes (8) 

Cuban Casino 
Adrian Rollini 8 
Eva Ortega 
Nan Blakstone 


Tropic Beauties 


Don Lanning’s 


Doris Sherrill 
Roberta Sherwood 
Jimmie Hodges 
Austin 
El Chice 
Ralph Cook 
Marilyn Foster 
Gloria Lucane 
Lytell Danc 

Five O'Clock Club 
Pancho Ore 

Hotel Dempsey- 

Vanderbilt 

(Page Pago Koom) 
Bobby 
Vincent 
Helen 


Parks Orc 
Bragale Or 
Morgan 
Hotel Hollywood 
Beach 
(Bamboo Room) 
Eddie Oliver Ore 
Hotel Miami 
Biltmore 
(Giralda Keom) 
MosdaBergere Orc 
Carroll 
Flaine Miller 
Kirk 
Hotel Roney-Plaza 
(Viennese Room) 


Jaina 


Beachcomber 


Ore 
Simone Orc 


Digitanos 


Barbara Belmonte 
Boots McKenna Re\ 


Blinstrub’s 


Karl Rohde Ore 
Boyd Heathen 


Casa Manana 


lou Carter Ore 
David Ballentine 


Don & Maur'n Sear: 


Frank Fontaine 
Club Mayfair 


Ranny Weeks Orc 
Bernie Bennett O 


Cookie Faye 


Lynn Royce 
Vanya 

Marc Bolero 

M & B Whalen 

8 Dancing Debs 
Libby Kev 
Club Vanity Fatr 
Kai Nira Ore 
Stella Ray 

La Lee 


KF ces George 


Deutsch Orc | 


and Pennsylvania railroads, and the 
Ann iloward 


|James Howard | Hotel Association of New York 
Foran Sis | (about 190 hotels) have already 
Jimmie’s | agreed to back the campaign to the 
fected Sawyers Ore | limit. Other groups have been in- 
'Golden Gate 3 | vited to join the Broadway Associa- 


| Beatrice Gardner 


|tion in selling Broadway because 
Montrose & Pearl 


Kee & Tuck | those with interests on Broadway 
Kitty Davis | feel that if more visitors can be at- 
\Johnny Silver Ore | tracted the year ‘round to New York 





| Billy Vine |the street must benefit by it ‘be- 
;Conga Dane A ° ° 
| cacti Ciieetiins cause Broadway is still a bigger 
F 4 : | boxoffice draw than any name, event 
| Joe Candullo Ore | : . 
Emiie Boreo or city in the world. 
| Gn isha & Brona | Stress will be laid on vacation as- 
jrienri “ie 
| Framk Mazzone | pects of New York—that New York 
Bard - . is the vacation city of America, of- 
aily tan ° 
els ¥ fccm aie |fering more varied amusements, 
| Pierce & Harris | museums, sports events, bathing 
Mayfair Club beaches, golf courses, legitimate the- 
Benny De is atres, vaudeville houses, hotels, 
a jstin 


night clubs, skyscrapers, sightseeing 


Nut Club 


, sites, elevated highways, boat rides, 

bt tives . 

Law Powhies parkways, parks, concerts, bridle 
Paddock Club paths and ‘the most famous and 

Leon Prima Ore |glamorous street in the world— 

Rogers & Morris | Broadway.’ 

Jackie Hilliard 

ysnveaptgar pate dela Leading o9ersonalities who are 
i I a if 

Manhattanettes slated to take part in committee 
Khumba Casine | deliberations include Brooks Atkin- 


=e Bacon ee son, Jack Dempsey, Jack Curtis, Ray 
ISaminy Walsh | Whittaker, Robert Weitman, Al 
Kosita Rios Rosen, Douglas Leigh, George Skou- 
Royal Palm Club | ras, Oscar A: Doob, Hy Gardner, 
Abe Lyman Orc 


Maurice Brill, Abe Dreier, Floyd Del 
Brown, Peter F. Fuchs, W. F. Gith- 


Royal Guards 
Rose Blaine 























Josephine Houston | ai tha Rave ens, G. R. LeSauvage, Maurice 
j al y ruce + -. 
Hotel Shelborne Whitsons | Miller, E. E. McNally, Walter Reade, 
(Mayan Room) Slapsy Maxie’s J. A. Sullivan and P. A. Willoughby. 
Chet Brownag!lé Ore Rabe Russin Ore 
M ’ rat ~USsIn re 
K Miller Dane Maxie Rosenbloom — iit = | 
Hotel Versailles loe Frisco | | 
(Galf Room) Patty Moore i ’ 
Chas Murray Ore iCully Richards | . 7 . S peec 
} 
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the Head Man of the Government to 
deliver an off-the-record talk that is 
facetious but still 


Cocoanut Grove 
+ 


Mickey Aipert Orc witty and partly 

Don Kico Ore | has some pithy passages. 
‘aes Since before he was elected for a 
Nancy Gay | second term, Mr. Roosevelt has gone 
Martha Burke |out of his way often to acquit the 
masse tact working reporters while harpooning 
|Tut Mace | the press, just as he has made ob- 


vious his affection for radio. But 
| the breach of tradition—last week 
was the first time the White House 
Correspondents ever have included 
|a serious speech in their annual 
Wardaonrae evening of fun-making, guzzling, and 
fackio Wheater | entertainmert—had more significance 
Wee Willie Dee | than was apparent. 

Fox & Hounds 
Milton George Orc 


(Melody Lounge) 
| Rita Coughlin 
Newell & Steger 

Crawford House 


Pay Collms Orc 
Sally Keith 





Hi-Hat Eddie Cherkose and Jule Styne 
Pete Barman Gre cleffed five numbers for ‘Angels 
| Kav Doyle | With Broken Wings’ at Republic. 


Hote! Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Dorothy 


Art Ware 


| They are ‘Bye Lo Baby,’ ‘Has to Be,’ 

i ‘Three Little Wishes,’ ‘Where Do We 

|} Dream Here’ and ‘In 
Aires 


janielse P \ 
c anile?: From Buenos 
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SHES FAMOUS_ SHES DEAUTIFUL 


Popular Girls Every W her ere 
take her tip ian f 


It's as simple 
as 
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A-‘SCREEN STAR NEVER 
TAKES CHANCES WITH am 
COMPLEXION BEAUTY ! 4am 
| | NEVER NEGLECT MY & 
DAILY LUX SOAP 
ACTIVE-LATHER FACIAL FS 
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THESE Lux Soap | 
FACIALS HELP 
. ; » 4 \ SKIN STAY LoveE-y ! 
_ a PAT THE LATHER 
: ie LIGHTLY INTO 
YOUR SKIN 















RINSE WITH Sas » ~ \ 7 | 
WARM WATER, |! ; ~~ fC ). <6 ) 
| THENADASH /- x ee : “e | 

oe RR re e 5 OF COOL 
















PAT YOUR SKIN DRY. § 
NOW IT FEELS 


. , Pew SMOOTHER, SOFTER. 
Lo m ba rd rs ese = LOVELY SKIN 


: gi og Bes oe — 2: am ! i 
in RKO’s SG a 3 ae WINS ROMANCE! |, 


'Mr.¢ Mrs. SMH” <cs 


Now Showing Locally , oe a : U 2 : : \E Rh, 


& vefeseeess a . "ge "3 ms$ we 
Pn ae — 
"he, cs Ait 
1 ee 
Bx oe ite ‘ ' 
Pn ei 
PO i 
ects : 
ae) 
- 
"Ae, 
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This lovely Hollywood favorite shows you how you can 
give your skin screen star care right in your own home! 
Lux Toilet Soap’s ACTIVE lather removes dust, dirt, stale 
cosmetics — gives skin gentle, thorough care it needs. 
Why don’t YOU try ACTIVE-LATHER FACIALS for 30 days! 
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